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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T was in the end of autumn, 1792, that the author firſt 
heard of a deſign to publiſh a ſketch of the Hiſtory and 
Antiquities of the Abbey and Borough of Eveſham. The idea 
of a tolerable deſcription of the paſt and preſent ſtate of an 
Abbey once ſo magnificent, and in a fituation fo pictureſque 
and beautiful, moſt pleaſingly ſtruck his imagination; and, 
reſolving to promote the undertaking by every means in his 
power, he, ſoon after, engaged to write a preface to it. By 
little and little, this intended preface induced a farther en- 
gagement to take upon himſelf the entire condu of the work ; 
— at firſt, with few materials, and little proſpect of ſucceſs. 
An acceſſion to theſe materials ſoon however flowed in ſo 
plentifully from the Britiſh Muſeum and other ſources, as to 
have ſwelled the book to its preſent dimenſions: — far beyond 
what was originally intended, or what the price affixed to the 
ſubſcription will, in prudence, juſtify. 


It may be needleſs to inform the experienced reader, that the 
author was, at his firſt ſetting down to the work, but a novice 


in ancient lore; or that the undertaking has not yet educated 
| him 
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him into a very expert antiguary. Some miſtakes, near the be- 
ginning of the book, will ſerve to evince this truth. Others 
may be placed to the account of mere inadvertency. Both kinds 
are rectified, as far as poſſible, among the additions and corrections 
at the end. —If it ſhould appear to any reader, that ſome of 
' _ - thoſe articles which relate to the preſent ſtate of the town have 
| been touched with too light and curſory a hand, he is, in that 
caſe, referred to the conſtitutions and charter of this Borough, in 
the latter Appendix, which it was neceſſary to inſert ; but, on 
which, it would have been equally ſuperfluous, previouſly, to 
enlarge. 


Fladbury, March, 1794. 
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C H A P. I. | 
NAME, AND 1TS ETYMOLOGY.—FOUNDATION OF. THE ABBEY, 


HE derivation of the word Evesnam is too obvious to make much 

inveſtigation neceſſary; and even the little here employed would, I am 
perſuaded, be diſpenſed with by the common reader. But an antiquary, 
though of the leſs rigorous claſs, will require that the ground be, in ſome 
meaſure, cleared before a foundation is laid. As the few particulars on this 
ſubject handed down to us from antiquity are, though in part fabulous, yet 
curious and intereſting to the imagination, it will perhaps be proper to com- 
ply with the uſual formulary : and if a fabulous origin was, with any reaſon, 
the delight of former ages, the inhabitants of this town will ſee that they have 
little leſs cauſe to boaſt than even Greece herſelf ; — for their origin, not fo 
much from antiquity, as eccleſiaſtical policy, is almoſt loſt in the clouds of 
legendary fiction. 


The name, at preſent, written and pronounced Eveſham, has, at various 
periods, been Homme, Hatholm, Hethelhomme, and Ethomme;* to which Leland, 
B | on 

Pr. Naſh thinks Cronucbomme to have been one of its ancient names; but it ſeems evident from 


the old charters that this was the former name of Cracome, or, at leaſt, of a place at ſome diſtance 
from Eveſham, 


. HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE 


on the authority of Rowſe's MSS. hes added Hethbo.* This laſt is probably the 

Britiſh appellation .of the pot, and is ſupported only hy Leland's authority: 

but the five former Jenktlels belonged to the place innmediately before its ãn- 
habitation. They are all evidently corrupted from, or compounds of, the 
word Holm, which, in the Saxon language, ſignifies a river iſland, and ſome- 
times a hill, or rifing ground. In both theſe ſenſes is the word applicable to 
Eveſham; as it is almoſt inſulated by the river Avon, and is moreover ſituated 

on a bank riſing, in moſt places, abrupaly and ſteeply from the water. After 
the foundation of the Abbey, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that Eoveſholme was, 
for ſome time, the proper appellation: a word which I have frequently found 
in ancient maps, and which comes the neareſt of all to etymological truth. 
This fignifies the ifland or peninſula of Eores; and Eoves was the name of the 
herdſman who, as we ſhall ſoon find, had a miraculous intercourſe with the 
Virgin Mary on the ſpot where the Abbey afterwards ſtood. When the vi- 
cinity began to aſſume the appearance of cultivation, and became inhabited, 
it was cafled Eoveſham ; which name continued to the time of Leland, and pro- 
bably later. The change of Holm to Ham, which latter term implies a ſmall 
town or village, and is the termination of the names of at leaſt one third part 
of Englifh towns, might then be effected, either by defign, ar poſſibly through 
the mere corrupt uſe of one ſyllable for another. In proceſs of time, the o 
being dropped as ſuperfluous, the name of Eveſham affumed its preſent form. 


Egwin, called St. Egwinf by the courteſy of the monks, was the founder 
of the Abbey, in the year 709.4 He was the third biſnop & of the Wiccians, 
or of Worceſter ; and as ſuch doubtleſs poſſeſſed ſome land on or near the 

| ſite ; 


* Eoveſham oppidum fic dictum a paſtore ejuſdem nominis. Locus ante dictus HETHBO. * 
ILel. Itin. App. vol.g.] | | 

+ Egwin was of high deſcent. Rowſe's MS. [Lel. Itin. App. vol. 4.] fays of him, “ Fuit 
fundator Eveſhamenſis cenobii et filius ſecundum quoſdam Brecani Reguli Breconiæ.“ 

t I have a MS. but without name or reference, which ſays that he began his Abbey in the year 
682. This is before he was made biſhap, and ſeems improbable. Tanner [Not. Mon. p. 168.] 
ſays in 701. The date of Conſtantine's charter may decide the point as to the conſecration of his 
Abbey, but there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that Egwin began to build as early as the year 702. 

$ There had been three biſhops elected to the ſee before him, whoſe names were Tadfrith or 
Tadfrid, Boſel, and Oftfor, or Oftfor ; but of theſe the firſt died before conſecration, [Green's 
Survey of Worceſter, p. go.] 


ABBEY AND BOKOUGA or EVESHAM. 3 


ſite: for Eoves is, by William of Malmſbary, ſaid to have been his own herdſ- 
man. This man faw;, or imagined he ſaw there a vifion of the Virgin Mary;“ 

which being reported to Egwin he repaired to the place, and to him the fame 
viſion preſented itſelf. There was however this commodious fupeviority in 
Egwin's viſion over the ſimple herdſman's, that the Virgin commanded him 
to build, on that ſpot, a monaſtery for monks of the order of St. Benedict; 
which, ſhe added, would be a taſk of charge and trouble to himſelf, but 
greatly acceptable to her. This was accordingly done: but the founder 
himſelf will beft tell us in what manner. 


1 Fewin, the humble biſhop of Wiccia, am defirous to manifeſt to all the 
faithful in Chriſt, how, by the inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, and by the ſug- 
geſtions of many and great viſions, it was revealed to me that I ſhould ere 
an houſe to the honour and glory of almighty God, the bleſſed Mary, and all 
the elect in Chrift, and to the furtherance of my own. ſalvation. When, 
therefore, in the days of king Ethelred, I chiefly flouriſned in his favour, I 
obtained from him a place called Haum, where the bleſſed and eternal Virgin 
had firſt appeared to a ſhepherd named Eoves. Afterwards ſhe appeared likewiſe 
to me, in the ſame place, with two virgins attending her, and holding a book 
in her hand. I ſet therefore immediately to work; and, clearing the place 
from thorns and brambles, by the bleſſing of the great God (praifect be his 
name) brought my deſign to its defired accompliſhment.” 


B2 | | 5 


* Many readers will not, I am perſuaded, think ſo lightly of theſe viſions as ſome pretended 
philoſophers have done. They may, in that early period of Chriſtianity, have been deemed 
neceffary for its farther propagation. A for their being contrary to the laws of nature, (the uſual 
objection) we know not, except in very few inſtances, what nature and her laws are. Thoſe who 
know moſt of both are, I believe, moſt likely to confeſs their ignorance on the ſubject. 

+ Dr. Naſh's account of this viſion differs in a few circumſtances. © Egwin the third biſhop of 
Worceſter obtained from Ethelward king of Mercia ſome lands in this place. His ſwineberd Eoves, 
looking after a ſow which had ſtrayed among the thickets to farrow, met the Virgin Mary, accom- 
panied with two beautiful virgins, holding a book, and chanting. The report of this viſion coming 
to the biſbop, he haſtened to the ſpot ; and, as he prayed there, was- favoured. with the like appear- 
ance.. Encouraged hereby to fulfil a vow he. had formerly made to build a church, he related his 
viſion to Kenred, king of the Mercians, and Offa, ſorv to the king of the Eaſt Angles, and obtained 
from them a grant of ſixty- ſeven manſes on both ſides of the Avon.” [Hiſt. Worc. vol. 1. p. 396. 
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The names of thoſe manſes or farms next follow which the founder acquired 
for the firſt endowment of his monaſtery. They more properly belong to the 


article of revenue ; but being procured very ſoon after the foundation , W_ 


likewiſe claim a place here. 


&« Firſt, TI obtained of king Ethelred a certain monaſtery called Flendaburch; 


which I afterwards changed for another religious houſe at Streatford.“ In a 


ſhort time I acquired, from the king's brother Oſwald, thirty manſes at a place 
named Twiford, Soon after, when Kenred came to the throne, I procured a 
grant from him of-eighty-four manſes, upon both ſides of the river called Avon. 
A young man of the name of Atheric alſo gave me eight manſes for my Abbey. 
Walter, a venerable prieſt, gave me eight more. Thus, by the bleſſing of 


God, in a ſhort time I had collected one hundred and twenty manſes for the 
aforeſaid church of Chriſt. The bounds and limits of theſe lands are written 


down in a book by archbiſhop Brithwald, at the pope's command, and * 
proved of by all the * of the realm. wy | 


Thus we find this venerable man, actuated in the firſt inſtance, by zeal for 


religion, and, in the ſecond, by enthuſiaſm for the completion of a favourite 


project, had amaſſed already around his rude walls the revenue of a prince. 
The names of theſe manſes, as collected into villages, are, ſome of them, not 
very eaſy now to aſcertain by their modern appellation, 


« Eoveſham, (now advancing rapidly in population) Benyagurth, [ Bengworth] 
Hautun, | Hampton] Baddeſey, Wicque, Haburne, | Hombourne] Bradfertun, Mil- 
lerfley, Withley, Samburn, Kinwartun, Saltford major and minor, Ambreſley, 
Ubeory, Mortun, Bucktun, Meleygareſberrie, Tittleſirompe, Snella major, Mayeldeſ- 
beordy, and Sildfwick, All theſe,” ſays the zealous founder, * I procured free 
from all ſervice, charge, or tax, for the uſe of God's holy church.” 


In 
Upon condition, ſays Tanner, that the monaſtic rule ſhould be ſtill kept up at Flandenburck 


(Fladbury ;) and that, after prince Ethilheard's death, F 
of Worceſter: in whoſe poſſeſſion it has ſince continued. ¶ Notitia Mon. p. 617.] 


ABBEY AND BOROUGH OF EVESHAM. ; 


In the charter * of the kings Kenred and Offa, which preceded the above 
five years, (the date being 709, and that of Egwin's 714) the number of 
manſes or farms granted are fixty-ſeven ; and the names of the places con- 
taining them ſomewhat different from theſe. Three are ſaid to be in Homme. 
One in Lenchwic. Seven in Norton. One in Offeham. Thirteen in Lifleton. One 
in Aldington. Five and an half in Baddeſey. Twelve in Bretferton. Two and an 
half in Huniburn. Seven in Willerſey. Three in Wicwon ; and nine in Benigwrth 
and Hamton, F But, in the intermediate ſpace of time, we may reaſonably 
conjecture not only that many new acquiſitions were made, but likewiſe that 
many of the former ones were exchanged for others, to obtain the advantage 
of juxta-poſition and compactneſs. The ſame charter afterwards lays down 
the limits of the Abbey's territory, by drawing an imaginary line from one 
exterior village to another. For the names of thefe places the Saxon language 
is uſed. As they form, altogether, a mere catalogue of much barbariſm in its 
ſound, and of ſome obſcurity as to preſent ſite and identity, I ſhall inſert 
them here in a note + for the peruſal of the Engliſh reader, referring to the 
Appendix for this and the remaining charters in their proper order. 

2880 | The 
In the Propylaion to Dugdale's Monaſticon, written by Marſham, is the following paſſage 
concerning theſe charters: * Illa Regum [Kenredi et Offæ] charta doctiſſimo Spelmanno ſuſpecta eſt 
quod Offa ſe Orientalium Anglorum gubernatorem denunciet ; cum eſſet Orientalis Saxo: neque ſatis 
eſt decorum monachos jam mundo emortuos, ſe Regum titulis adornare, Egwini carta diſplicet, 
quod, ſubſcriptionis tempore, teſtes partim Romæ fuerunt, partim in Anglia. Nonnullis minus 
arridet Æra Chriſtiana, quæ vix tandem a Caroli Magni temporibus in uſum venit. Mihi quidem 
præcox illa Benedictinæ regulæ mentio recentiorem ætatem olere videtur.” The charter of Con- 
ſtantine is in the Latin language, but written in Saxon charaQers, This always appeared to me 
rather a ſuſpicious circumſtance. 
+ Kenred granted five caſſats of lands, alſo, in Morton, for the founder's uſes. 

2 © Firſt from Twiford, round the ſouthern extremity, as far as Cronockomme, in a ſweep of land 
bounded by the river; and from thence (ſtill following the courſe of the water) to the limits of the 
lands of Fladeburg, called otherwiſe Meredic; and ſo ſtraight along the aſcent of the hill through the 
middle of Ældegaren, to Ealdeneſwinkage; from thence to Boelageſette and Horthcnol ; from thence, 
by Lencdune, as far as the boundaries of Lench, and from Herverton to Wennecumbe. From thence, by 
Fulanbroc, as far as Haremwilles; and to Carkeford. From Carkeford to Goldewelle, and fo along 
the brook as far as Smalmoreſyc; and, from thence, to the Avon, and ſo to Offepol. From Offepol 
into Pikerſhomme : from Pikerſhomme to Burglences ; from thence to Ealdenedune; from Ealdenedune 
to Ealdenemyxan. From thence to Buggildeſtret, and to Senieflod. From thence into Chircheſlige ; 
from Chircheſtige to Flittindgare; and ſo into Blackanpyt, On the eaſtern fide, not far from 

Blackanpyt, 
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The chatter of confirmation by Conſtantine I. is dated 50g ; the ſame 
year in which that of the two kings was drawn up. It is in Latin written in 
Saxon characters, and thunders out denunciations of wrath againſt any one who 
ſheuld preſume to obſtruct the progreſs of this new foundation, or leſſen its 
endowments. To obtain this epiſtle or charter, Egwin went himfelf to Rome, 
in company with the two kings Kenred and Offa, in the year 708. On their 
return, a general ſynod or provincial council was held at Alceſter, in the fol- 
lowing year. From whence all repairing: to the favoured ſpot, Wilfred, biſhop 
of Worceſter, and Egwin, in the preſence of an acclaiming and aſſenting 
multitude, pronounced the following prayer of conſecration. 


O Lord God who: inhabiteſt the heavens, and haſt created all things, 
preſerve him who ſhall in peace preſerve this place. We alſo command, in 
the 


Blackanpyt, to Merethurne; from thence to Huniburne; from which place, by Northamere, into 
Eaſthammore; from whence; wund the meadow of Poddenko, into Podemore ; and ſo to Herienkale. 
Again to Huniburne, and along the brook: to Stamteforth- Again into Buggyiliſtret,, and toward 
Scenedune ; and from thence to Merebroc. From Merebroc to Meredic ; and fo, through Winburne, 
to Laleſthorn. From Laleſthorn, into Lavergeboerge, and to Poddenhomme ; and from thence to 
Polthorne. From Polthorne into Merebroc, and ſo into Stanitankulleſſyce. From thence to Bureſ- 
welle, and to Bureſwalles; and ſo on to Ealdegare, commonly called Nanes Monnefſand, near to 
Buggildeſfret; from whence weſtward as far as Boerges. From Boerges to Alwicheffan, and to 
Cademunſtre. From thence to Bleckmere : from Bleckmere to Bracedeſtan; and ſo to Ealdgare, 
and into Willerſeia. From Willerſeia to Sondbroc ; from whence to Hegewege, and ſo into Northomme. 
From Northomme to Brerthurne; from thence into Hecheneige ; from Heckeneige to Badeſwelle, and 
to Litlethurne, From Litlethurne, through Fickedeſho, into Preſteſmede ; and from thence into Mere- 
thorne, From Merethorne to Brodemere ; from thence into Eaſtmereſowe, and from thence into 
Poticot, From Poticot into Thrittiacre, and ſo into Rugweie. From Rugweie into Meredic ; from 
Meredic into Wadberegwe ; from thence into Liktmede. Again, through Meredic, into Eſenburnen ; 


+ - from whence, again into Meredic. From thence into Wurtemede, and fo itito Merebroc. Through 


Merebroc, as far as Domnipol ; from thence into Hallefurge. From Halleſbarge into Merewetle ; 
from Merewelle again to the river Avon. 
 * Biſhop Stillingfleet (Antiq. Brit. churches, p. 26.) ſuppoſes the charter or letter a forgery of 
the monks, in order to increaſe their privileges. This opinion is well contreverted by Dr. Naſh, 
(vol. 1. p. 397-) who obſerves, —* Though there be many abſurdities contained in the charter, it 
is ſtil] reaſonable to ſuppoſe that it iſſued in this ſtate from the pontifical caurt, which ſeldom 
heſitated to impoſe upon the ignorance of the people by the forcible influeuce of viſions and mira- 
cles. And as the authenticity of it was allowed by ſucceeding, popes, who would have been intereſted 
in the detection of ſuch a forgery upon themſelves, it may ſtill be contended for.“ 
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the name of almighty God, that neither king nor prince, nor any man of 
what degree ſoever, do, in any wiſe, prejudice or wrong this holy place. 
Let it be (as we wiſh) a well-buytt fenge for the Hock and paſtors of God, 
under the power of their own abbot, according to the rule of God and St. 
Benedict. And if any one, (which God forbid) being tranfported by the 
ſpirit of avarice, ſhall pervert this inſtitution, let him be judged at the great 
tribunal of God, and never come into the memorial. of Chriſt. Let his name 
be far ever bletted out of the memorial of the living, and himſelf be bound in 
the chains of eternal torment; unleſs in this life he, as a penitent, amendeth.” 
— The multitude of kings, princes, and barons of the various provinces; with 
the attending archbiſhops, biſhops, clergy, and commonalty, then ſhouted, 
as with one voice, WE LAUD, GRANT, AND CONFIRM.” 


This 1s — the whole that can, at preſent, be collected concerning the 
original foundation of this very ancient and ſplendid Abbey. We may add, 
however, from Malmnſbury, that there was, at that time, on the ſpot an ancient, 
but ſmall church, probably of Britiſh erection. That the good Egwin, as well 
he might be, had been ever very much attached to the place in which his Abbey 
afterwards ſtood. That it was then generally admired for its ſolitude and re- 
mote ſecluſion ; and that the good biſhop frequently performed his oriſons 
there. His ſhepherd, or ſwincherd Eoves, we may reaſanably conjecture, did 

the farae;; and to this odd, though fortunate conjunction of characters, we 
owe this once magnificent Abbey, and the pr gent flouriſhing town 2 — | 


Concerning the preciſe form of the buildings erected by Egwin, we are 
totally in the dark. We only know that in the time of Oſward, the twentieth 
abbot, the original church fell down, and was rebuilt by him, or ſame of his 
immediate ſucceſſors. Not long after this, Walter, a Norman monk, being 
made abbot by William I. pulled this ſecond church entirely down, and built 
another in the ſtyle of his country, then little ſuperior to that of the Saxons, 
It any part of the firſt erections can be ſuppoſed yet to remain, an antiquary 
would, I believe, fix on the gateway on the north fade as that part. It is purely 
Saxon, and of great antiquity : but there is no memorial, or even tradition, 
by which we can aſcertain its exact date. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP II. 
SOME ACCOUNT OF THE ABBOTS OF EVESHAM. 


HE names of the ſeveral Abbots of this Monaſtery are handed down 

to us with tolerable exactneſs, as to chronology, by various authors; * 
but the particulars are very ſcanty that are related of each. Theſe accounts 
are here collated ; the deficiencies of one author ſupplied from another ; and 
many additional circumſtances which have occurred in the courſe of | inci- 
dental reading are added to them, 


The firſt of theſe Abbots was the founder himſelf, who, refigning his bi- 
ſhopric to Wilfred, took that office upon him. In our account of Egwin we 
muſt again launch out into fable and legendary tradition. A ſtory of him is 
related by John of Tinemouth, which may contend with even the wonder- 
ful legend of St. Patrick, and of which the events ſeem to have taken place 


previous to the foundation of his Abbey, 
| This 


FThe chief authors conſulted in this part of the work, are Dugdale's Monaſticon, Stevens's 
Supplement, and Appendix to that work, Tanner's Notitia Monaſtica, the Anglia Sacra, Leland, 
and Dr. Naſh, I expected much new information from MSS. in the Bodleian and Britiſh Muſeum 
libraries; but ſoon found that much the greateſt and moſt material part of them, relating to my 
ſubject, had been, long ſince, copied and printed by Dugdale, Stevens, and others. Some new 
articles however have been procured from thence. — Many perſons have alſo contributed what MS, 
papers they had by them -relating to Eveſham Abbey. Among theſe was one giving a pretty full 
account of Abbots, but without name or reference to it. I was long doubtful of its authority : but, 
in the Gentleman's Magazine for October, 1788, found the ſame account, word for word, which 
is there ſaid to have been found among the papers of Mr. Wiſe, and is intituled, A Treatiſe of 
the Abbey of Eveſham, written as it ſeemeth by ſome one of that houſe. Tranſcribed by that 
learned Antiquary Mr. Thomas Talbot, and out of the Latin truly tranſlated.” Near the beginning 
of this paper we are told: This was written in the 826th year of the foundation of this Monaſ- 
tery, being anno Dom, 1535, the 26th of Henry VIII. the 22d of Clement Lichfield, Abbot of 
Eveſham,” This ſeemed pretty good authority, and I have followed this MS, ſometimes in pre- 
ference to other accounts. To me, however, Stevens's account of Abbots [Appendix No. 137 E. 
copied from Veſp. B 15. in the Cotton Library] appears not only the moſt full, but moſt authentic 
of all. Talbot's MS. indeed ſeems to be little more than a tranſlated abridgment of this, ; 
+ Hiſt, Aur, cap. 20g. 
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« This holy man, the higher he was advanced in his ſtation, became only 
the more conſpicuous by his humility, and other virtues. He was the father 
of the fatherleſs; the patron of the widow ; the comforter of the afflicted. 
His diſcourſe to the wicked was as a ſharp ſword : to the virtuous it was milk 
and honey. He was reſolute to the obſtinate, but kind and gentle to the meek- 
hearted. The people finding their biſhop a check to their diſſolute manners, 
and that they could no longer be wicked with impunity, began to be much 
exaſperated againſt this good man, and, at length, drove him from his bi- 
ſhopric ; — his enemies not only complaining of him to the king, but alſo 


accuſing him before the pope. 


Egwin, though he felt himſelf innocent of all theſe imputed offences, yet 
reſolved, as an atonement at once for the fins of the people and his own youth- 
ful follies, to bind his legs with iron chains, which he faſtened with a lock, and 
throwing the key into the river Avon, reſolved, thus fettered, to perform a 
pilgrimage to Rome: — ſaying publicly, That when theſe his fetters ſhould be 
looſed by divine interpoſition, or by the key he had thrown away, then, and not 
till then, he ſhould be ſecure that his offences were forgiven. . It is reported, 
that on his arrival at Rome all the bells of that city rang of themſelves. He 
immediately proſtrated himſelf in humble adoration at St. Peter's church ; 
and afterwards attended the celebration of the maſs with the moſt zealous 
fervour. In the mean time his ſervant going into the market for proviſion, 
bought a fiſh; and opening it, found in its belly the identical key that had 
been thrown into the Avon. They carried it to the biſhop, and he unlocked 
his fetters before them all; the Roman Thber me thus reſtored what the 
Engliſh Avon had ſwallowed up.“ 


C | There 


It does not ſeem quite certain whether this miraculous voyage was the ſame with that he per- 
formed with Kenred and Offa to Rome, (who took on them the monkiſh habit and profeſſion) or 
one previous to it. Talbot's MS. and ſome printed books mention two diſtin voyages: but the 
following paſſage from William of Malmſbury's life of Aldhelm leaves us {till in doubt. Quin 
et Kenredus rex Merciorum Ethelredi ſucceſſor, cum Offa orientalium Anglorum Rege Rome pro- 
fetus, ſtadium vitæ decurrit. Quorum ſocietatem adornavit Egwinus fœlix epiſcopus ; qui poſtquam 
beato Aldhelmo juſta "_ iter illud arduum, ultroneis compedidus illaqueatus, et adorſus et 


permenſus eſt,” 
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There is in this ſtory, likewiſe, fome diverſity, of as little importance as 
the ſtory itſelf. It ſhould however be noticed here. William of Malmſbury 
gives us the following more modeſt account of theſe miraculous events. 


„ know not whether we are entirely to credit the traditions of our fore- 
fathers, but antiquity relates that Egwin, conſcious of ſome juvenile errors, 
faſtened his legs together with fetters, (the key of which he caſt into the river,) 
and publicly gave out, that then only he ſhould be certain of the remiſſion of 
his ſins, when theſe fetters ſhould be unlocked by a miracle from heaven, or 
by their proper key miraculouſly reſtored to him. In this condition he went to 
Rome; and, after a proſperous voyage, when he was croſſing the narrow ſea 
that divides England from France, a large fiſh leaped into the ſhip that carried 
him, which, by the aſſiſtance of the mariners on board, was ſecured. On 
opening his belly, the very key was found belonging to the lock which faſtened 
his fetters : and he thus received full aſſurance of the remiſſion of his fins.” 


It is ſome ſatisfaction to be able to add a few particulars more authentic 
concerning this venerable man : for ſuch, with all his miſtaken zeal, he un- 
doubtedly was. His learning was no leſs exemplary than his piety. He was 
the author of ſeveral works of much erudition for that age; (for erudition, 
like almoſt every thing elſe, is merely relative;) though it is doubtful whether 
any of theſe are ſtill extant, One of his books was intituled, «+ Egwin's Appari- 
tions,” and probably gave a full account of the abovementioned miracles. Ano- 
ther contained a hiſtory of the origin of Wis Monaſtery, and ſeems nearly con- 
nected with the former work. He wrote alſo the life of St. Aldhelm, biſhop of 
Shirburne,* and the lives of ſeveral other ſaints. His own life was afterwards 

| written, 


From this work of Egwin I am, contrary to my expectation, enabled to give a ſmall extract 
preſerved in William of Malmfbury's account of the ſame prelate; which was no doubt, in a great 
meaſure, founded upon Egwin's. Giving an account of the death and burial of this prelate, he 
fays: 4 At this inſtant, (that of his death) a celeſtial viſion appeared to St. Egwin, and notified to 
- him the death of his companion ; commanding him, at the fame time, to repair to the place where 
he died. He, full of grief and love, haſtened to Dulting, ſin Somerſetſhire.] Having poured out 
his prayers for the reſt of the defunR, he ordered them, in compliance with his defire, to carry his 
body to Malmſbury. He appeaſed the lamentations of the mourners by arguments drawn from 

religion, 
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written, as ſome authors affirm, by archbiſhop Brithwald, though others ſay 
by a monk only of that name. — He lived to ſee his Monaſtery flouriſh in the 
undiſturbed poſſeſſion of two and twenty towns, or rather large villages, and, 
after governing it himſelf about nine years, died on the 3oth of December, 
in the year 717. 


Of many of the ſucceeding Abbots nothing is recorded, but that they pre- 
ſerved, and quietly enjoyed what the good Egwin acquired for them. Their 
names were, 


II. Athelwold, VIII. Almund, XIV, Wifard, 


III. Aldbore, IX. Credanus, XV. Kynelm, 
IV. Aldbath, X. Tinthferith, XVI. Kynach, 
V. Aldfert, XI. Aldbald, XVII. Ebba, 
VI. Tyldbrith, XII. Etbrith, XVIII. Kynath, ' 
VII. Cutulf, XIII. Elferd, XIX. Edwin. 
C2 After 


religion, and aſſiſted himſelf in the pious duty. The laſt remains were then carried forth by a 
great train of attendants, of whom each perſon thought himſelf the happier in proportion as he was 
nearer to the body; and to many of whom it was ſome conſolation to ſee the bier which, from their 
diſtance, they were unable to touch, The very appearance of the dead body much alleviated their 
ſorrows; its figure and freſhneſs of appearance remaining ſtill the ſame, The pomp of theſe funeral 
rites was great: and, at the diſtance of every ſeventh mile, a ſtone croſs was erected that miracles 
alſo might not be wanting to it. To theſe croſſes when any one labouring under any grievous 
diſeaſe approached with faith they were ſuddenly healed. Tokens of this virtue are to be ſeen at 
this very day. Nor let what I here fay be received with incredulity, ſince there are almoſt as many 
witneſſes of the fact as there are people in the country ; amongſt whom I cite the bleſſed Egwin as 
an undeniable witneſs, who, in one of his works, has, among others, the following paſſage :— 
« After two years, Aldkelm, that moſt pious prelate, departed to Chriſt : which being made known to me 
by revelations from above, I called the brotherhood around me, and made them acquainted with the deceaſe 
of this venerable father. With haſty ſteps I journeyed to the place where his ſacred remains lay flill un- 
buried; almoſt fifty miles beyond the monaſtery of Malmſbury, I aſſiſted to carry him to his ſepulture, and 
buried kim honourably ; and commanded that in every place where his body, while carrying to the ſepulchre, 
ſhould reſt, they ſhould ere fignals [croſſes] ſacred to God.” Theſe croſſes, adds our author, * ſtill 
remain, nor have yet ſuffered by time. They are called Bicepſtane, that is, the Biſhop's Stones; 
one of which may at all times be ſeen in the cloiſter of the monaſtery.” Aldbelm died in 409, 
the year of the conſecration of Eveſham Abbey. 
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After the death of Edwin, a rapacious chieftain of the name of Athelm, 
or Alchelm, procured a grant of this Abbey from Edward the Elder, and, in 
the year 941, chaſed away the monks, and ſubſtituted ſecular canons in their 
ſtead. After his death various perſons under different kings, calling in the 
aſſiſtance of the laity, obtained poſſeſſion of this Monaſtery, Of theſe one 
named Wilſius, or Wlricus, kept, for many years, a greedy eye on the ter- 
ritories of the church. Eſulph, though a churchman and a biſhop, was another 
of theſe encroachers. Paſſing thus from one oppreſſive owner to another, the 
ſtate of this Abbey was moſt wretchedly diſtracted till the year 960. St. Ethel- 
wold then coming hither by the command of Edgar and the entreaties of 
Dunſtan, appointed 


XX. Oſward Abbot. In his time the original church erected by Egwin 
fell down,* and was by this Abbot rebuilt ; nearly, it may be preſumed, in 
the former ſtyle, as no conſiderable improvements in architecture had yet 
taken place, 


It was not probably till after Oſward's death, (as no mention is made of 
his depoſition or ejection in any author,) that Edgar dying alſo, and Edward 
ſucceeding him in the throne, the monks were again expelled by the violence 
of Alferus, or Elfere, f prince of Mercia. A few ſecular canons were appointed 
in their room; but much the greateſt part of the Abbey lands were reſerved 
by this prince to his on uſes. This happened in the year 977. Elfere, 
however, ſoon after falling ſick, and deſpairing of enjoying his ill-gotten 
poſſeſſions much longer, made a merit of reſtoring them to the Convent from 
which he had taken them. He ſent for a monk (one of thoſe probably Narr 
he had before expelled from this Monaſtery) of the name of 


XXI. Feodegarus, or Freodegar ; and, after ſome penitential converſe, 
beſtowed 


* All was demoliſhed, it ſeems, by this fall of the church, excepting the ſhrine of St. Egwin, 
which, with his reliques, remained totally unhurt. [Stevens's Appen. p. 137] 

+ Elfere expelled the monks every where in the province of Mercia, and reſtored the ſeculars. 
Tanner, Preface, p. iii.] Dr. Naſh, I know not on what authority, makes this Elfere the reſtorer, 
inſtead of the diſturber of the monks, [Hiſt, Worc. p. 398.) 
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beſtowed on him this Abbey, with all thoſe lands he Qlill retained. But this 
gift was of little value to the poor monk. He became, it is true, the nominal 
Abbot for a ſhort time: but the canons were too ſtrong for him, and would not 
be diſpoſſeſſed except by main force. He had no means of uſing this, and there- 
fore deſiſted from his purpoſe. — Another interregnum of conſiderable dura- 
tion now ſucceeded ; for · Godwin, * (no doubt the Godwin ſo celebrated in 
our early hiſtory) about this time made application to Ethelred II. now king, 
and offered him three hundred marks of gold provided he would fign a grant 
of this foundation to himſelf and heirs for ever. The avaricious monarch 
granting his requeſt, Godwin came hither, ſubjected the canons to his power, 
and began to diſpoſe of their poſſeſſions as he pleaſed. On ſome ſubſequent 
miſunderſtanding, however, between the king and his too powerful ſubject, 


Ethelred, ſoon after, made a ſecond grant of this Abbey to a biſhop called 


Agelſius, or Agelfi; by ſome authors improperly numbered among the Abbots. 
But Agelſius alſo ſoon experienced the diſpleaſure of this capricious monarch. 
He was deprived of his biſhopric, and baniſhed, or baniſhed himſelf, during 
life. Athelſtan, likewiſe a biſhop, ſucceeded in the grant ; after whoſe death 
Adulf, then biſhop of Worceſter, poſſeſſed himſelf of this Monaſtery, and 
ſubjected it to his juriſdiction, from which it was unable to emancipate itſelf 
till the abbacy of Randulf, under the auſpices and counſel of Thomas de 
Marleberg, a moſt ſtrenuous defender of his Convent and its privileges. 
Adulf made 


Fr Site: ofier wii hrccoil 


XXIII. Alfgarus, or Alfgar ; during whoſe abbacy, as well as that of his 
predeceſſor, Godwin ſtill continued to graſp forty hides of the Abbey lands, 
of which no profit accrued to the Monaſtery, except merely the church rents. 
All emolument ariſing from the livings was appropriated by the ſecular prieſt 
of each pariſh. | 


It is not, I believe, on record at what exact period the monks again reſumed 
: their 


Here Dr, Naſh again differs from all the other hiſtorians, He tells us that Freodegar pur» 
chaſed the Abbey for 300 marks, inſtead of Godwin. 
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their functions: but we may reaſonably conjecture that as they went out at 

Ofward's death or expulſion, they rallied again under the ſtandard of Alfric, 
who being probably -2 monk himſelf, could ſcarcely be preſumed to preſide 
over a body of a different order.“ After the death of Alfgar, 


XXIV. Brithenarus, or Brithmar, became Abbot. He is repreſented as 
an able, eloquent, and reſolute man. He ſtrenuouſly ſupported the rights of 
his houſe againſt the powerful Godwin, and often pleaded its cauſe before 
ſeveral of the principal barons in this country. It was at length adjudged by 
them, that he ſhould pay to Godwin the ſame ſum of money that Godwin 
had paid to the king, and afterwards recover the church poſſeſſions by courſe 
of law. All this he did; and thus regained the forty hides of land fo long 
alienated from the Convent. 


XXV. Athelwynus, Agelwy, or Ethelwin, ſucceeded Brithmar. He was 

alſo biſhop of Wells. After his death, which ſoon happened, the inſatiable 
vulture Godwin again invaded this Abbey, and ravoned on its lands and poſ- 
ſeſſions. His conduct, however, being properly repreſented to the king, 
Ethelred appointed 


XXVI. Ailfwardus, Elfward, or Alward, a monk of Ramſey, Abbot of 
Eveſham, about the year 1014. Under ſanction of the king's authority, he 
exerted himſelf with ſucceſs againſt the intruder Godwin, drove him from the 
Abbey, and recovered all its poſſeflions. Canute his kinſman ſoon after ſuc- 
ceeding to the throne, he was by him made biſhop of London ſome time 
before the year 1035; but ſtill retained his abbacy in commendam. He 
prefided full thirty years, and dying July 25, 1044, was buried in his former 


monaſtery at Se t 
XXVIL Mauricius, 


Tanner ſays the monks were not reſtored after their ſecond expulſion till the year 1114; but 
this certainly is a miſtake, I may, on the other hand, have placed their reſtoration at too early a 
period, from the impoſſibility of now deciding whether this Alfric was a monk or ſecular canon. 
It is certain, however, that in the time of — (1014) the monks were in poſſeſſion of this 
Abbey. 

+ In Stevens [Appen. p. 137.) may be found ore farther particular concerning this Abbot. 

We 
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XXV. Mauricius, or Mannius, a monk of Eveſham, was next elected 
Abbot by Edward the Confeſſor. This man was not only eminent for profeſ- 
fional learning and ſtudy of the ſcriptures, but in ſeveral mechanic arts was 
one of the moſt ingenious practitioners of his age. He was an adept in muſic, 
painting, and writing, (then a very rare and capital accompliſhment,) and 
even in goldſmith's work and engraving. * A bad ſtate of health, after 
ſome years, inclined him to reſign his abbacy to one of his own monks, called 


XXVIII. Egelwynus, or Egelwin, in the year 1058. On the application 
of his predeceſſor to Edward, he was conſecrated Abbot by archbiſhop Aldred, 
and was very conſpicuous both for high birth and his great acquirements. He 
was, it appears, much beloved and truſted by William T. to whom he did not 
fail early to pay court. His great ſkill in the laws,” and the activity, as well 
as dignity of his character, made him ſeem to that monarch a perſon worthy 
of being entruſted with the care of the counties of Worceſter, Glouceſter, 
Hereford, Stafford, and Salop; and he was likewiſe admitted a member of 
the privy council. He did not, however, neglect his Monaſtery : but is faid 
to have increaſed the number of monks from twelve to thirty-ſix, and to have 
left behind him five cheſts of money for the purpoſe of building a new church, 
All authors that I have conſulted highly extol the character of Egelwin : but 
an anecdote or two are related concerning him,+ which ſhew him to have poſ- 
ſeſſed a very crafty, wily, and ſubtle diſpoſition, much better ſuited to the 
ſtateſman or deep politician, than the churchman. | 


During the abbacy of Egelwin, a perſon of the name of Ærngrim held of 
the Worceſter church ſome lands at Bengworth, for which he did ſervice to 
that church. This man ſeeing one of his neighbours, who alſo held ſome of 

| the 


We are there told, that when Adulf, biſhop of Worceſter, claimed for himſelf and his ſucceſſors 
2 juriſdiction over this Abbey, Ailfward, firſt of all, aſſerted its liberty againſt him, and moreover 
obtained that one Amkin, prior of his Convent, ſhould be made dean of the whole Vale of Eveſham, 
This, then, js certainly the Abbot called Aluric in the paper hereafter inſerted concerning the act: 
of prior Thomas. But the confuſion of names, and difference in their ſpelling, is one of the greateſt 
difficulties in writing a hiſtory of any remote period. | 
| Talbots MS. 
+ Annal. Wigorn. in the Cotton Library; copied by Dugdale. [Vol. 1. p. 132.} 
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the Worceſter lands there, deprived of them by the violence of Urſo the 
Vicecomes, came to Egelwin to conſult with. him how he might prevent the 
like diſaſter from happening to himſelf. Egehvin looking on the bufineſs with 
an eye of ſhrewd forecaſt, and at the ſame time confidering his own power 
and authority in the country, determined to take every advantage. from it. 
He then informed the man, that the beſt way to prevent a like accident would 
be to do ſervice to himſelf, who was ſo much better able to protect him. The 
man took his advice ; and thus the lands were irretrievably loſt to the Wor- 
ceſter church,—** Mark only,” ſays my author, how the plotter of miſchief 
fell into the pit he had digged for others.” —It is, however, pretty clear that 
what this Arngrim did, he did in the ſimplicity of his heart, and merely to 
ſave himſelf. But it is true, as this account proceeds to tell us, that what 
for a time defended his property, became afterwards his greateſt danger.” He 
ſoon found himſelf entangled in the nets which the crafty Abbot ſpread around 
him, and was gradually elbowed out of all his land at Bengworth. The vicinity 
all cried ſhame on ſuch abominable proceedings ; but this availed nothing 
againſt the power and eloquence of Egelwin, who was on thoſe accounts feared 
even by the inſulting Normans themſelves.—In this manner was the Worceſter 
monaſtery tricked out of its Bengworth eſtate, and it became parcel of the 
poſſeſſions of Eveſham Abbey.“ 


Another ſtory of this Abbot follows, ſtill more curious, but too long for 
inſertion here, In it is related the manner in which Egelwin contrived to 
defraud the fimple and pious Wulſtan, then biſhop of Worceſter, of ſeveral 
eſtates; which were, in the next Abbot's time, reſtored to the Worceſter 
church by the power and juſtice of Odo, biſhop of Bayeux, the Conqueror's 
brother,—But it finiſhes with a miracle too curious to be entirely omitted. 
Egelwin, in the height of his altercation with Wulſtan, was ſeized by the gout 
and died. Wulſtan, like a good prelate, then forgot all former animoſities, 
and devoutly and continually prayed for the repoſe " Egelwin's ſoul. He was, 

however, 


here ſeems to me ſomewhat of improbability in this ſtory, but it may be owing to the dif- 


ference of cuſtoms in thoſe early times, or perhaps merely to my ignorance of the laws, . That 
eſtates ſhould be ſo eaſily and irrevocably transferred from their right owner, appears rather to 
ſavour of the marvellous, 
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however, ſuddenly ſeized by the ſame diſorder himſelf, and that of the moſt 
painful and incurable kind, In the height of his agony he had a revelation 
from heaven, — that his diſtemper owed its cauſe to the particular mention 
he made of Egelwin in his prayers. — That when he omitted to do this his 
diſorder would ceaſe. Selt-preſervation inſtantly led-him to drop his humane 
interference; and he thus eafily cured himſelf of the gout by abſtinence, not 
from high food and rich wines, but from prayer. 


In this Abbot's time happened alſo a filiation from this Abbey, of a kind 
remarkable enough to merit ſome attention. 


About the year 1074 there lived a prieſt of the province of Mercia called 
Aldwin, who was alſo prior of the monaſtery of Winchelſcumbe. He was a 
man of aſcetic turn of mind and melancholy habit. By frequently reading the 
hiſtory of the Northumbrian Angles he had learned that there had likewiſe, 
in thoſe parts of the kingdom, formerly been men who preferred a ſtate of 
voluntary poverty to all the fleeting honours and riches of the age; and who, 
ſurrounded by choirs of chanting monks, aſpired to lead a heavenly life even 
while on earth. He had learned alfo that there were ſtill extant ſome remains 
of their once ſplendid monaſteries. In the true ſpirit of monkiſh Quixotiſm 
he burned to viſit even the veſtiges of thoſe holy places; and, if poſſible, to 
perſuade ſome of his own order to join in the undertaking : and, ſettling there, 
lead a life of voluntary poverty and ſelf-denial. It may fairly be preſumed 
there was but little of either to be found in his own convent ; for we do not 
find that he inſpired into any one there his own ſentiments. He came there- 
fore to Eveſham, and had the good fortune to bring over to his own way of 
thinking two of that fraternity: one of them a deacon named Elfwy, the 
other, ſays my account, an unlearned man of the name of Renfrid.” The 
Abbot, however, would not ſuffer theſe to depart till he had firſt inſtituted 
Aldwin their preſident, and had to him committed the care of their ſouls. 
Theſe three monks ſet out together on foot; their whole train conſiſting of 
an aſs which carried their books, ſacerdotal veſtments, and other neceſſaries. 
D After 


* Chron, Dunelm, in Biblotheca Bodl. [H, 76. fol. 3. b.] 
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After a tedious journey, (for ſuch it muſt have been, as well as perilous, in 
ſome degree, ) they got to York, where they requeſted Hugo the ſon of Baldric, 
then Vicecomes, to furniſh them with a guide to Mancheſter, now Newcaſtle, 
There they arrived, and remained ſome time : but.found no veſtiges, in that 
place, of any ancient Chriftian fraternity. The venerable biſhop Walcherus, 
hearing of their arrival, ſent a meſſage to them requeſting they would come 
to him, and from him receive a ſettled habitation under the, protection of 
his power and influence. Willingly complying with this invitation, they were 
received by the good biſhop with much honour and ſatisfaction ; who alſo 
publicly gave thanks to God that he was eſteemed worthy to have under his 
Care, in his remote province of Northumbria, men who ſo ſtrictly profeſſed 
the monaſtic regulation, He gave them them the monaſtery of St. Paul the 
Apoſtle, in the diſtrict. of Girve, formerly built by a Benedictine abbot, of 
which the walls only, without any roof, remained yet ſtanding, and which 
preſerved ſcarce any tokens of its ancient magnificence. 


Over theſe naked walls laying ſome ſtraw and unhewn timber, they began 
to perform divine ſervice there, and made, as well as they were able, a ſort 
of dormitory under ſhelter. They were at firſt ſuſtained entirely by the cha- 
rity of well-diſpoſed perſons, and preferred, or ſeemed to prefer, their pre- 
ſent life of cold and hunger to all the comfort and abundance of the monaſte- 
ries they had left, In the mean time, many excited by their example, re- 
nouncing ſecular delights, took on them the monaſtic habit, and learned this 

mode of Chriſtian warfare under the regular ſtandard of St, Benedict, It is 
remarkable enough that few of theſe were Northumbrians, but much the 
greater part from the fouthern diſtricts, 


Seeing their almoſt daily increaſe, they were ſoon richly endowed by their 
good biſhop and other pious benefactors ; who rejoiced at this revival of the 
ancient diſcipline in that country. From theſe three itinerant monks, in 
proceſs of time, three of our richeſt foundations took their riſe ; one at 
Durham, dedicated to the Virgin and St. Cuthbert; another at Zeſtingham, 
from which, after a time, ſprung the monaſtery of St. Mary, at York ; and 
a third at a place called anciently Streneſhalgh, now Owythy. "_ 
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The good old Mannius lived ſeven years after his refignation, and at length 
died in January, 1065, on the ſame night, and in the ſame hour with Edward 
the Confeſſor. His ſucceſſor, the encroaching Egelwyn, ſurvived till ek, 
1077 : when, n 


XXIX. Walter, a monk of Ceraſia, bronght in doubtleſs by William I. 
stevens ſays he was ſent hither by this monarch within three months after 
the deceaſe of Egelwin. Talbot's MS. tells us not till 10866. Dugdale and 
the other writers agree with the former account, and make 1086 the year in 
which he died, — Befide the authority of the manuſcript above-mentioned, 
which is certainly pretty good, there is a great probability likewiſe that the 
unſettled ſtate of that period, the frequent inſurrections, the contentions 
between the Engliſh and Normans for places of truſt and dignity, might occa- 
fion a vacancy for ſome years : — whether for ſo many as nine is a point the 
reader muſt determine for himſelf. It may however be obſerved, that no 
great degree of improbability is added to this ſuppoſition by its contracting 
the government of the following Abbot to the ſhort ſpace of three years ; 
for it is an abbacy of which very few . | 


However this may have been, it is certain this Norman Abbot was dilaticied 
with the ſtyle of architecture at Eveſham, and reſolved to amend it according 
to his own improved ideas. He took the chureh quite down, though eſteemed 
one of the firſt in England, and began a new one in the ſtyle of his country : 

—a Gothic ſpecies, but by no means of the purer fort. His plans exceeding 
in expence the eſtimate he had made, money was wanting to complete them, 
St. Egwin's ſhrine was made uſe of to excite the zeal of the pious on this lauda 
ble occaſion. It was carried by his monks throughout all England, and a large 
ſum of money collected. That the church was immediately the object or the 
produce of this fund there is ſome reaſon to doubt, if it be true, as is aſſerted, 

that this church was not dedicated till the abbacy of mn more 
chan one ee and fifty years Mmm | "2 85 


A Ds Many 
e Appendix 136 E. copied from Veſp. B. 15. fol, 17. in the Cotton Library. 
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Many eſtates which Egelwyn had fo craftily acquired were, in this Abbot's 
time, again ſeparated from the Convent, This buſineſs is briefly mentioned 
in Domeſday-book,* where the name of Walter alſo occurs. He is, notwith- 
ſtanding this, ſaid to have increaſed the number of monks, After prefiding 


ſeven years, he died in February, 1093. 
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XXX. Robert, a Norman monk of Jumieges, or Gimeges, was the next 
Abbot. Of him little memorable is related, except that in his time the mar- 
ket of Stow was obtained by Ralph, the king's chancellor. Both this Abbot 
and his predeceſſor are ſaid to have diſtributed much of the Abbey land among 
their relations,—l1t is probable that the miſſion of twelve monks to Otheneſey, 
in Denmark, happened during his government; as we are expreſsly informed 
they were commanded thither by William II. Their office was to inſtruct the 
monks of the new-founded monaſtery there in the Benedictine diſcipline and 
regulations, and to bring every thing, as near as poſſible, to the model of the 
mother Convent. It became afterward a cell to Eveſham ; and there is a 
charter or epiſtle extant, dated 1174, which ratifies this filiation; from which 
ſome extrads will be given in the account of the cuſtoms-of this Abbey, It 
is known that at the the time this filiation was made, there were fixty-ſeven 
monks at Eveſham,  —— Robert died in the year 1096 > 

XXXI. * or nde a monk of Eveſham, — him. His 
abbacy 


„ pſa eccleſia tenet 4 hidas ad Beningeorde, & 5 hidas tenet Urſo. Has 5 hidas diratiocinavit 
Walter Abbas ad Udibergam in 4 ſciras, corum Tpiſcopo enen 
[Domeſday Book, p. 175] 


+ According to Talbot :—in 1086 according to other writers, 


t There were alſo, at this time, in the Eveſham Monaſtery five nuns, three paupers at command, 
and three clerks, who enjoyed equal privileges with tlie monks, They had fifty-nine ſervants in 
the Abbey: five of whom attended in the church; two in the infirmary ; two in the chancery ; 

five in the kitchen; ſeven in the bake-houſe; four in the brewery ; four in the bath; two as ſhoe - 
makers; two in the pantry ; three as gardeners ; one at the gate of the cloiſter ; two at the great 
gate ; five in the vineyard ; four waited on the monks when they went abroad ; four as fiſhermen ; 
four in the Abbot's chamber; three in the hall; and two as watchmen. JOIN 
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abbacy was long, ang recorded of it. He lived till 1122. His 
ſucceſſor was 


XXXII. Reginald, a monk of Glouceſter. This Abbot was noation to 
Milo, earl of Hereford, with whom he went to Rome in proſecution of a 
cauſe againſt the biſhop Simon,“ in the pontificate of Innocent II. The cauſe 
was moſt probably gained, for we find on record that he obtained many great 
and ſplendid privileges for his Convent. Among theſe, we may preſume, 
was the uſe of the mitre and other pontifical ornaments. To this may be 
added, though an event of little importance, that he removed ſome bar- 
racks, or houſes of the ſoldiers of Kynewarton and Gocton, who were ſta- 
tioned near the Abbey, and much incommoded it. Where materials are ſo 
ſcanty we are glad to detail even the ſlighteſt, Reginald died in r 
1149, and was followed by 


XXXIII. William de Andeville, a monk of Canterbury: a true b 
of the church militant. He ventured, with much reſolution, to excommu- 
nicate William de Bello Campo, or de Beauchamp. with all his followers in 
arms. They had, it ſeems, deſtroyed the walls of his cemitary, and made 
ſome depredations on his convent. ** Whereupon (ſays the good old MS. I 
chiefly follow,) not one of them departed this life in a Chriſtian manner, or 
had Chriſtian rites beſtowed on their funeral.” But this couragious Abbot 
went ſtill further. He knew how to improve his victory; and attacking 
(whether at the head of his monks we are not informed,) the caſtle of Beng- 
worth, which ſtood near the bridge, and was the property of his antagoniſt, 
he took it, and razed it to the foundation. Then, by a ſort of retaliation, 
he cauſed a church-yard or cemitary to be conſecrated on the ſpot. He died 


in January, 1159. 


XXXIV. aw, a monk of St. Auguſtin's, in Canterbury, farecadad 
him. After a very ſhort abbacy, he died in January, 1160. 


XXXV, Adam, 


ee biſhop of Worceſter, according to the Eveſham Regiſter. 
+ This Abbot is entirely omitted in Talbot's MS. which chu, together with the ſhort 
period 
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XXXV. Adam, a monk of Cluny, or, as Talbot's MS. calls him, Adam 
Clunienſis de Caritate, was then made Abbot. He was a very learned man, 
and (for his age,) a great writer. Leland ſays of him — that the making him 
Abbot was rather an honour to the Convent than to himſelf, —He ſaw more 
peaceable and happy times ;—times in which religion and its profeſſors, un- 
diſturbed by tumults and inſurrections, received their due honours from all 
well-diſpoſed perſons. It is related of this Abbot that he had the golden cup 
made which his ſucceſſor contributed toward the ranſom of Richard I. But 
this, unleſs we attribute a gift of preſcience to him, muſt be deemed a mif- 
take; as Richard was not taken priſoner by the Auſtrians till December 20, 
1192;— a full year after his death. The Abbey flouriſhed much under his 
government, and he procured for it many new and ſplendid privileges.“ 
After preſiding above thirty years in great Wenn he ended his life in 
November, 1191. — His ſucceſſor | 


XXXVI. Roger Noricus, or Norreys, a monk of Canterbury, was by no 
means worthy of him. He had been impriſoned for ſome immoral act by his 
own convent, and obtained his liberty only by breaking from thence, For a 
conſiderable time he was in a manner expatriated and diſowned by any mo- 
naſtery; till, by ſome means or other, making friends at court, he was by 
| the royal mandate created Abbot of Eveſham. The monks there however 
confidered 


period allowed to him, had, at firſt, determined me to reject him. But all other authors agree in 
numbering him among the Abbots, Dugdale, whoſe account of the Eveſham Abbots was copied 
from a MS. of Sir Simon D'Ewes, now, I believe, in the Bodleian, ſays only of him: “ Pro 
tempore viriliter tamen ſicut Abbas vixit, et obiit 2 nonas Januarii, Anno Dom. 1159,” Dr. Naſh, 
from the Eveſham Regiſter, ſays of this Abbot, that * he was honoured by pope Clement with the 
uſe of the gloves, ring, mitre, dalmatica, and other ſacerdotal garments ; all of which he was al- 
lowed to wear within his Monaſtery on ſolemn days, at the proceſſion of the monks, in councils of 
the Roman pontiff or his legate, and in epiſcopal ſynods. [Hiſt. Worc. vol. 1. p. 399-] 

* Eveſham was a mitred and parliamentary Abbey ; and it is probably from about this period we 
may date its becoming ſo. In a regiſter of the dean and chapter of Worceſter, (called Extenta,) 
it is ſaid that the Abbot of Eveſham held his barony in the counties of Worceſter, Glouceſter, and 
Northampton, of the king, by the ſervice of four 9 Hiſt. Worc. vol. 1. 


p. 401. 
+ In Stevens [Appendia, p. W 1211. This makes his abbacy laſt fifty- 
one years: —ſurely an unreaſonable and improbable length of time, 
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conſidered him as an alien and an intruder. He diſcovered on many occafions 
a lofty ſpirit, and abounded with a variety of learning. But, at length, for 
his waſte of the revenue, for his luxury, drunkenneſs, tyranny, and other 
enormities, (exaggerated a little no doubt by the good monks,) he was de- 
poſed by Richard, biſhop of Tuſculum, then in England as the pope's legate, 
and from an Abbot deſcended to be prior of Penwortham, in Lancaſhire ; a 


dependent convent. This happened in the year 1213, to the great joy of 
the Eveſham monks; and, after ſurviving three years in his new office, he _ 
and was buried there.* To him ſucceeded | | 


xXXXVI. ad or Ralph, prior of Worceſter, but born at Eveſham, 

a reverend and virtuous paſtor. He had been elected biſhop of Worceſter, 
but chooſing afterwards to decline that eminent ſtation, reſigned it, and was 
by the biſhop of Tuſculum confirmed Abbot of Eveſham. He was not conſe- 
crated till 1221; when that ceremony was performed at York by the biſhop 
of Chicheſter. In the ſecond year after his inſtallation he went to Rome to 
attend a general council, where he obtained ſeveral privileges, and ſettled 
| many 


In Stevens [Append. p. 138.] are ſeveral minute particulars concerning this Abbot's conduct. 
He was, it ſeems, too much the courtier and ſecular man for the monks. After he had been Abbot 
a few years, he was ſo elated by a ſenſe of his own great erudition, and by his intemperance, that 
he ſeemed quite mad, and to throw off all the cares of his office, and of the ſouls of his flock. He 
oppreſſed the monks in every manner: — by depriving them of clothes, for want of which many 
could not attend divine ſervice ;— of food, ſo as to keep them many days only on dry bread ; and 
by giving them bad ſmall beer inſtead of ale. The monks complained to Hubert, archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, then legate ; who, in ſome degree, redrefſed their grievances. But after his office 
was expired this Abbot began again to oppreſs them ſo far as even to appropriate the Convent rents 
to his own uſe. The monks complained a ſecond time to Hubert ; who, coming to Eveſham in a 
chafe, enquired into all theſe matters, The cunning Roger then began to tamper with ſome of 
the le& rigid brethren, and by bribes and promiſes brought them over to his party. Thus, and 
by reſtoring a temporary order in the Convent, he made his peace. After Hubert was gone his 
tyranny grew worſe than ever. He not only ſtarved his monks, as before, but alienated many of 
their poſſeſſions, and enriched his relations with them. At length a legate came over from the 
pope; when he was accuſed of all theſe offences by Thomas de Markberg, as will hereafter be re- 
lated, and depoſed from his office. — There is in the Britiſh Muſeum [Vitellius E. xviii. 10. Cott, 
MSS.} a copy of a convention made between Robert IL Abbot of Malmndury, and Roger II. Abbot 
of Eveſham, for the communication of benefices both ſpiritual and temporal. From this ſome ex- 
tracts will hereafter be given. 
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many new regulations concerning the cuſtoms and rents of his Monaſtery, * 
After preſiding above fifteen years, he died i 16, 100. 


XXXVIII. Thomas de Marleberg . or Marlborough, * prior, s- 
ceeded to the dignity of Abbot. By the new regulations he could not be ra- 
tified but by the pope himſelf; and, with a derogation from the archbiſhop, 
he was the next year conſecrated by the biſhop of Coventry. 


Of this man much remains on record ; but of a kind that will pleaſe the 
antiquary more than the common reader. A Latin paper of conſiderable 
length, and written probably very near this period, is ſtill extant ; which, as 
it contains much curious and minute information, I have tranſlated and ſhall 
here inſert. It is, like moſt of the monkiſh Latin, in a very perplexed ſtyle, 
and has many appropriate terms, which (it being difficult to render them in 
Engliſh,) will be left for the exacter antiquary in their original form. The 
whole throws much light on the ſtate-of the Monaſtery at the time it was 
written, and even on that of their Jlong-forgotten buildings; the very demoli- 


tion of which has now become a curious object of antiquarian reſearch, 


_ *« In the third year after Thomas was admitted monk of Eveſham, as his 
ſkill in the laws was well known and acknowledged by all, the Abbot and 


—— though e at length adopted his plans, and repulſed the 
biſhop 


In the chapter on the cuſtoms of this houſe a paper i nere on that ſubject, written by 
this Abbot, 


; + The acts of this Abbot are by Dr. Naſh (ſee note (p) in vol. 1. p. 399-] attributed to Thomas 
de Gloceſtria, the next Abbot but one. Confiding in ſo good authority, I was about to have irj- 
ſerted them in my account of his abbacy ; but in Stevens's Appendix I met with a paſſage which 
evidently decides the point in favour of this man. In the account of Roger de Norreys, or Noricus, 

as he is there called, we read that the pope's legate, © Nicholaus Tuſculenſis Epiſcopus cum Eve- 
ſhamiz cauſa viſitationis veniſſet, ex precepto ejuſdem legati, ſurrexit Thomas de Marleberge mona- 
chus dictæ domus, & ſtatum domus ejus retulit, & Abbatem coram eo accuſavit, & ſuper ſeptem vel 


. oto criminibus eum convicit; & ita depoſitus eſt Abbas, & factus eſt prior de Penwortham.“ Theſe 


are the very words of part of the Latin paper, * de bonis operibus prioris Thomæ; and if this 
particular action be aſcribed to him, on ſo good authority, all the reſt belongs to him ot courſe, 
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biſhop of Worceſter, then on his way to hold a viſitation at Eveſham. This, 
ſince the time of Abbot Aluric, none had ventured to do. He was after- 
wards made dean of the valley of Eveſham,* an office that no other perſon 
had exerciſed ſince the priority of Avicius and Aluric, While procurator at 
the Roman court, it was chiefly owing to his induſtry and labour that a ſen- 
tence was iſſued from the pope for the exemption and liberty of the Eveſham | 
church from all juriſdiction of the ſee of Worceſter. By his pruderice, ſe- 

conded by that of the other brethren, certain rents were affigned to various 
offices in the Convent; augmented in ſome, and from others entirely taken 
away. | | 1 


% After his return from Rome, he, according to inſtructions he received 
there, adviſed that the cuſtoms of the Monaſtery, and the rents belonging to 
it, ſhould be written down and confirmed by the ſeal of the Abbot and Con- 
vent, of the pope's legate in England, and even of the pope himſelf. This, 
with much labour and difficulty, was at laſt effected ; but-unleſs providence 
had favoured the attempt, the lives of many monks muſt have been loſt in 
the enter prize. | 


After the falling of the tower, when all the fraternity deſpaired of its re- 
paration, and {til} more of the reſtoration of the church, much damaged by 
its fall, this man, at the requeſt of the brethren and command of the Abbot, 
diligently ſet to work in repairing it. Although he had no competent fam 
allowed him for the undertaking, yet, with his own money, labour, and 
wonderful perſeverance, he within two years rebuilt the walls of the preſby- 
tery, (excepting only that the beams were furniſhed him at the Convent's 
expence,) and this in the manner of a corridor, fo as to leave a fpace for 
walking round that edifice :—an improvement never before attempted in 
any convent, He alſo completely repaired the reſt of that building, with 

_ | the 


| ® Decanus Chriſtianitatis vallis Eveſham. 
+ See the charter at length in Dr. Naſh. [Hiſt. Worc. vol. 1. p. 401.) 
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the roofs alſo of the crypts* adjoining to it, and furniſhed more e than half the 
rafters neceſſary for the tower. 


Our Abbot rendered ſecure by his . from all m? except 
the pope's, had delapidated and damaged many of our fixtures ;—had brought 
the Convent into debt to above the value of a thouſand marks; and had fo 
much depreſſed the ſtate of the Eveſham Monaſtery, that many of the monks 
ſcarcely poſſeſſed decent clothing, could ſleep under a dry roof, or procure a 


proper ſupply of food. Thomas, then only dean, and not yet our prior, 


erected himſelf as a wall in the defence of the Lord's houſe, and when the 
' Pope's legate came on other buſineſs to Eveſham, he referred to him the ſtate 
of the Convent. The legate coming hither a ſecond time, he boldly accuſed 
the Abbot before him ; and by his own confeffion, — by the teſtimony of 
things themſelves, - and by that of the whole brotherhood, convicted him of 
ſeven or eight diſtin offences. Thus, at the hazard of his habit if he had 
failed in the accuſation, Abbot Roger was depoſed, to the great benefit of 
the Eveſham church. After his depoſition thoſe fixtures were recovered 
that, under various pretences, had been alienated by him, and even the re- 
ſtoration of twenty marks was effected, which was a part of the ſum of fifty 
marks for which the privileges of the Convent had been pledged to the court 
of Rome, during the vacancy, and in the abbacy of Randulf. So great was 
the joy of the Convent on account of this liberation, and fuch honour ac- 
crued from it to the dean and his ſucceſſors, that, on the annual election to 
that . a pittance extraordinary was dealt out to the Convent. 


66 is the ſecond year of Randultf's 3 Thomas, then dean, went with 
him to Rome to a general council, where, by his prudence and advice, a 


new arrangement in the buſineſs of the Convent rents was confirmed, and 


** other uſeful matters ſettled. 


KReturning 


. Son, It is uncertain whether 
a ſubterraneous vault or chapel is meant, or merely a vaulted aiſle of the church ; as it is, even in 
this paper, uſed in both ſenſes. Here I ſuppoſe it means the roof of a fide aiſle contiguous to the 
preſbytery. 
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- ,*« Returning from Rome, after two years he was elected facriſt. He then 
made a reading deſk behind the choir, which the Eveſham church had not be- 
fore, and appointed ſtated readings to be held near the tomb of St. Wilfius. 
He made alſo a fiſh-pool in the cloiſter, juſt out of the church gate, and built 
an apartment in the church; repairing likewiſe the lower part of the clock.* 
Twelve albs were furniſhed us by his care and economy. All the glaſs windows. 
that had been broken by the fall of the tower were mended by him, and all 
the ſhrines fully repaired. The ſhrine of St. Wiſtan he entirely rebuilt. He 
repaired the three tablets of the high altar, enlarged that in the front of the 
ſame altar, and much improved the altar itſelf. Thefe had all been demoliſhed 
almoſt beyond the hope of reparation by the fall of the above-mentioned 
tower, nor were fewer than ten marks neceſſary to renew them. He alſo 
replaced the five arches of the preſbytery, and one before the glaſs gate. He 
increaſed the rents of the. ſacriſty to two marks, by reclaiming the profits 
ariſing from Norton church to their original and proper uſe * * . 
Ne etiam ſacriſta primus obtinuit bovem ſecundo meliorem demortuorum cum, corpori- 
bus, F et denarium offerendum ad miſam mortuorum evicit. By the profits of 
which new regulations he procured it to be ordained in. the chapter, that 
the lamps before the great altar, and thoſe before the altar of St. Mary, in 
the crypts, ſhould be kept perpetually burning. All this he effected within 
the ſpace of one year. 


6 Leaving his office thus rich in good works, he was then elected prior. 
In this office he buried his predeceſſor, prior John, in a new mauſoleum ; 
and alſo John, ſurnamed Dionyſius: of the latter of whom prior Thomas 
was accuſtomed to ſay, that . He had never known any man who ſo per- 
fectly performed every kind of penance as he did for more than thirty years; 
in faſting and prayer, — in tears and watching, — in cold and corporeal 
infliction, —in coarſeneſs and roughneſs of cloathing,—and in denying him- 
ſelf bodily comforts far more than the other brethren; all which he dedicated 
to good uſes and the ſupport of the poor.” 


E 2 „ 


Kt cameram in Eccleſia cum pede orologi reparavit. 
+ The former part of this ſentence Ido not at all underſtand, 
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„Thomas had brought with him to the Convent many books of both 


kinds of law, canon and civil, by which he had regulated the ſchools before 


he became a monk either at Oxford or Exeter. He brought the firſt book 
of Democritus, the book of Antiparalenion, * the Gradual of Conſtantine, the 
Puadrimus of Uſidorus, Tully de Amicitia, another book of Tully, Tully de 
Senectute, and de Paradoxis, Lucan, Juvenal, and many other authors; with 
many ſermons, notes, and queſtions in theology : and alſo many notes on 
the art of grammar, with the rules of that art, and the book concerning 


accents, 


After his priorſhip was ended he made a large breviary, the beſt then 
extant in the Monaſtery ; and bound up Hamo on the Revelations, and the 
lives of the patrons of the Eveſham church, with the acts both of good and 
bad-men of that church, in one volume. He alſo bound up the ſame lives 
and acts, ſeparately, in another volume. He made likewiſe a large pſaltery, 
the beſt in the Convent, excepting thoſe with the gloſſes. He collected all 
that was requiſite for forming four antiphonaries, with their notes ; except 
that the brethren of the Monaſtery helped to tranſcribe them. He finiſhed 
many books which William de Lith, of pious memory, had begun : — the 
Martirologium, the Exceptio Miſe, and ſome excellent notes on the pſaltery, 
and two Communions of the Saints in the old Antiphonaries. He bought alfo the 
four Evangeliſts, with gloſſes, the books of J/aiah and Ezekiel, with a paraphraſe, : 
the Pyſtillæ upon Matthew, ſome allegories on the old Teſtament, the Lamen- 
tations of Jeremiah, with a paraphraſe, the Expoſition of the Maſs according 
to pope Innocent, and the book of the great Alexander Nequam, 7 which is 
ITN Pont ROSS Goes: 


; « He had alſo two albs made for the Convent's- uſe, with ermments of 


| ee ey and adorned two black copes with golden flowers. 


«« He built the towers of the preſbytery, and laid hes Aas nb ant 


the roofs of the five crypts. That part of the church which is over the altar 
of 


2 Concerning this book any information 1 would | be very acceptable, 
+ * Librum etiam magni Alexandri'Nequam,” Is this book ſtill extant? 


r 
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of St. John Baptiſt was, after the ſecond falling of the tower, repaired by him; 
and he gave it the form of a corridor, that people might walk round that part 
of the church. He erected the two towers over the ſame part of the church, 
and faced them with ſtone. The painted window in the preſbytery, which 
repreſents the hiſtory of St. Egwin, was alſo made, and the two ancient painted 
windows in the Weſt front of the church, repaired by him. He reſtored the 
throne of St. Egwin, and his ſhrine, ornamented with flowered work and 
ſome precious ſtones, which had likewiſe ſuffered by the fall of the tower. 
He erected the four firſt ſtalls in the prior's choir, and made the forms in the 
ſame choir, 


The fame Thomas bought ten acres of land in Littleton, of Radult, the 
ſteward there, in addition to the revenue of the priorſhip, and particularly 
in aid of the anniverſary of the then prior H. — with intent that he ſhould, 
on that day, ſuſtain twenty-five poor perſons. This land he afterwards 
changed for ſome in Bengworth. He bought an eſtate alſo at Merſtowe, of 
Hugo de Warwic ; another of the daughter of a ſerjant,“ for the expences of 
his own anniverſary; and a wood of Peter de Lent, for the ſame purpoſe, and 
that the pittanciary of the Convent ſhould have a fund for the ſuſtenance of 
animals, | | ate r | 


The greater part of the chapter-houſe was painted by his directions; 
and a bath was by him made in the cloiſter, before the gate of the Monaſtery, 
He expended fifteen ſhillings in materials and in the payment of workmen, for 
the reparation of the great lavatory, He contributed above a mark toward 
finiſhing the great bell-tower begun by Adam Sortes. The walls of the monks 
cemitary he repaired at a great expence, and ſupported the private dormitory, 
almoſt in ruins, by three arches; in which he expended above four marks. 
He built the great arch of the new infirmary, which' coſt him about the ſame 
fum. In ſupplying the beams, lead, and paying the workmen for covering 
one angle only of the great tower of the church, he laid out twenty ſhillings, 
He furniſhed all the veſtments for the chapel' of the upper infirmary; and 
likewiſe its glaſs gate. He ſuſpended the leſſer veſſel of the euchariſt by a ſil- 

| Y ver 


* Serjanti, 
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ver chain, and, in the refectory, hung a bell on a wheel with an iron chain 
to it, and renewed the inſcription on the great altar without looking into a book.* 
It was his cuſtom always to ſupply little defects of this kind. 


«© This prior bought alſo an eſtate of Adam Peterel, and gave half to the | 

almery, and the other half to ſupply the lamps of St. Mary in the crypts. He 
ſtrengthened the windows of the miſericordia with iron bars, to prevent en- 
trance to thieves; and uſed great diligence and many entreaties with Abbot 
Randulf, till he prevailed that the entrance of the infirmary might be widened 
to the breadth of the kitchen. He, with great expence, ſtrengthened and 
adored the walls of the cloiſter, and had the gate of the miſericordia turned 
to the fide we now ſee it. A very laudable cuſtom was firſt inſtituted by him : 
that the ſhrines of St. Creedan and of St. Wiſtan ſhould, on their feſtivals, 
be placed before the altar ; and that the prior for the time being ſhould then, 
from the profits of the Littleton and Bengworth eſtate, ſupply one wax taper 
to burn continually, day and night, before the relicks of thoſe ſaints. He 
| repaired the beam before the altar of St. Peter, with its croſs and images, and 
raiſed higher the window of the veſtry. 


e moreover cauſed to be written in a volume, in large letters, the book 
concerning the office of Abbot, from the purification of St. Mary to the feaſt 
of Eaſter ;—the prelections concerning Eaſter, Penticoſt, and the ceremony of 
bleſſing baptiſmal fonts: and cauſed another volume containing the ſame works 
to be written in a ſmaller character; all which the Convent had not, in any 
order, before. He made alſo the tablet for the locutory, in the chapel of St. 
Anne, toward the Weſt. After the altar of St. Mary in the crypts had been 
deſpoiled by thieves of its books and veſtments, to the value of ten pounds, 
he contributed to their reſtoration ; and, for that purpoſe, bought: an alb, 
with ornaments of gold interwoven. He alſo gave half a mark for the charter 
of confirmation of the eſtate at Radford, deſtined for the uſes of the ſame 
altar, and three ſhillings toward the purchaſe of a dalmatica of red ſatin for 


| the Abbot Randulf, It was always the cuſtom of this good monk, as far as 


n Sine libro: — by memory. 
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lay in bim, to ſupply all defects; and, as far as he poſlibly could, to prevent 
any of the Convent's affairs from being neglected or left unfiniſhed. Fi 


From this long nl minute detail, it will at leaſt be made evident to 
the reader, that the aforeſaid prior Thomas was a man who would, in any 
ſtation of life, have forced himſelf into eminence. Neither the gloom of a 
convent, nor its prevailing languor and inactivity, could reſtrain his buſy, 
buſtling, and (in the preſent cafe,) uſeful ardour. Had his lot been caſt in 
any of the higher ranks of ſecular ſociety, inſtead of repairing the fret-work 
of a chapter-houſe, or denouncing his Abbot to the pope, we ſhould have 
ſeen him new-modelling the government of ſtates, and diſturbing the repoſe 
of neighbouring empires. He was furely therefore beſt in the ſtation in which 
we _ him 8 


After a very active abbacy of about ſeven years, Thomas died on the 12th of 
September, 1236, and was buried under the South wall of the church, againſt 
which, during his life-time, he had a marble image in pontificals engraved, 
and had in like manner adorned the tombs of ſeveral of his predeceſſors. 


XXXIX. Richard le Gras, or le Grai, who had before been prior of Hur- 
ley, in Berkſhire, ſucceeded him. This Abbot was afterwards made chancel- 
lor of England, and was much employed by Henry III. both at home and 
abroad, In his time, ſays Dugdale, the church of Eveſham was dedicated-by 
John, biſhop of Worceſter.* But we have heard of no new erection fince 
the time of Walter; and it is difficult to conceive either that a church ſhould 
be one hundred and fifty years in building, or that it ſhould have remained 
long undedicated, after Leng built, It is very probable, however, that the 

good 


» Dugdale [vol. 1. p. 152. ] calls him only * venerabilis pater Johannes Epiſcopus.” Dr. Naſh 
{vol. 1. p. 399+] ſays he was biſhop of Worceſter. But there was no biſhop there, of that name, at 
this time. John de Conſtantiis died 1198, and this dedication is faid to have been performed in 1239. 
At this ceremony, (whenever it may have happened,) the biſhop granted to all penitents of this 
church one hundred days indulgence, and the ſame at every anniverſary of this day. On every 
leaſt of the Holy Croſs, of St. Mary, and St. Egwin, the ſame indulgence was allowed. [Stevens's 
Append. p. 138.] 
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good monks may have deſignedly retarded its progreſs, through pretence of 
poverty, and to leave an opening for charitable contributions. This has fre- 
quently happened; and, I believe, is ſtill the caſe with the beautiful fabric 
dedicated to St. Ambroſe, at Milan. —This Abbot, after preſiding ſux years, 
died at Riole, in Gaſcony, on December 8, 1242. He had been nominated 
biſhop of Lichfield, but did not live tor e conſecration. 


XL. Thomas de "AY or Gloceſtria, as he is called by ſome writers, 
was the next Abbot. He had been a monk of this houſe, and is ſaid by Dr. 
Naſh to have been prior of Penwortham. He was confirmed the following 
year by Innocent IV. but could not obtain his temporalities from the king, 
till a ſpecial mandate for that purpoſe had been ſent by the pope.“ In his 
time, we are informed from the regiſter of Abbots inſerted by Stevens, ꝓ and 
in the year 1251, biſhop Jocelin held an ordination during Lent in Eveſham 
church. Thomas t governed about fourteen years, and died December 15, 
1255. He was buried in the middle of the church. 


XII. Henry, who had been prior of Eveſham, fucceeded him. He too 
was an active and prudent man, and a great benefactor to his Convent. This 
period may indeed be termed its golden age. Several ſuch alert and benefi- 
cent Abbots in ſucceſſion, muſt have raiſed its proſperity and beauty to their 
utmoſt height. No particulars are however handed down to us of this Abbot's 
munificence, except that he. diſcharged a debt of fifteen hundred marks which 
had been contracted by his predeceſſors. He was confirmed Abbot by Alex- 
ander IV. and after prefiding ſeven years, with much wiſdom, and credit to 


in the body of the Abbey church. 


A vacancy 


*.]t is moreover aflerted in Falbot's MS. that the biſhop of Ely who conſecrated this Abbot 
was required firſt to take — ane!» aan Foaming 7A 


juriſdiction claimed by this Abbey. 
+ Append. p. 138. 


t This Abbot's name is very variouſly written. He is called Thomas de er * THGeP 
MS. de Glovernia by Dugdale, and de Glouceſtria in Stevens. 


himſelf and the Convent, he died in November, 1263, and was interred alſo 


4 
* 
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A vacancy of the office of Abbot, of three years duration, ſucceeded, of 
which it is not very difficult to affign the cauſe; though every one of the au- 
thors I have conſulted are filent concerning it. The times were now become 
exceedingly turbulent, and the contention between the king and his barons 
had ariſen to its greateſt height. That theſe commotions (of which, in great 
part, the ſcene was laid ſo near this Monaſtery,) ſhould affect its internal 
ſtate, cannot be deemed wonderful. 


It is very remarkable that Stevens,* in his ſhort liſt of the Abbots, ſpeaks 
of the famous battle of Eveſham as having happened in the abbacy of William 
de Whitchurche, who did not enter on his office till the year 1266. Dugdale, 
whom Stevens chiefly follows, is entirely filent on the ſubjet. Dr. Naſh, 
the lateſt writer on this Abbey, ſuppoſes it ta have happened in the time of 
John de Brokehampton, who could not have entered on his office till 1282, 
as his predeceſſor did not die till that time. He afterwards informs us that 
the battle of Eveſham happened in 1265, which is certainly the right year, 
but ſtrangely contradicts his former poſition. It undoubtedly did happen in 
that year ; and thus during this very vacancy, of which it was evidently, in 
a great degree, the cauſe, —It is however very eaſy, and of little merit for 
a writer, who fixes his eye only on a ſmall portion of hiſtory, to correct the 
miſtakes of thoſe who have their minds burdened and their attention bewil- 
dered by an extenſive, and almoſt trackleſs wilderneſs of hiſtorical events. 


When the black clouds of anarchy diſperſed, and-the times became more 
quiet, Ottoboni, the pope's legate, came to England, and appointed 


XLII. William de Wytechurche, + (formerly a monk of Perſhore, and 
afterward Abbot of Alceſter,) Abbot of this Monaſtery, in the year 1266. 
By this man was purchaſed, of William Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, the 
manor of Bengworth, with all the lands and tenements belonging to it. Wil- 
liam de Wytechurche died Auguſt 3, 1282. His ſucceſſor was 


F XIII. John 


* Supplement, vol. 1. p. 460. 
+ Called in Talbots MS. Sir Wm. de White- church. 
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XLIIL. John de Brokehampton, a monk of Eveſham.* He was confirmed 
Abbot at Rome, by Martin IV. Much was done by this man toward the or- 
nament and accommodation of his Convent, He built the cloiſter oppoſite 
to the chapter-houſe ; vaulted it over, and made a library above it. It was 
during his abbacy that Henry Latham, one of his monks, built the refectory. 
great hall, Abbot's hall, kitchen, and chapter-houſe; the laſt of which, for 


ſize and beauty, excelled all others in the kingdom. John f dying Auguſt 18, 


1316, was ſucceeded by 


XIV. William de Chyryton, or Cheriton, likewiſe a monk of this Con- 
vent. He was, on Quadrageſima Sunday, confirmed Abbot by John XXII. 
In his time William Stow, the ſacriſt of the Convent, built, in the year 1319, 
the new ſteeple or belfry. He preſided twenty-eight years, and died Decem- 


ber 13, 1344 
XLV. William de Boys, or Boyce, was, in the enſuing month of January, 
unanimouſly 


About this time, and probably in John de Brokehampton's abbacy, one Richard de Eveſham 
was Abbot of Vale Royal, in Cheſhire. He was called ſo, I preſume, from his having been born 


at Eveſham; for as the abbey of Vale Royal was a Ceſtercian foundation, it is not very likely 


Richard had ever been a monk of Eveſham. This abbey was founded by Edward I. in the year 
1277, in conſequence of a vow he had made when prince of Wales, during a ſtorm at ſea. The 
abbey at firſt was very ſmall, and Richard was the laſt of three Abbots who governed it in that 
ſtate, It was afterwards much enlarged, and beautiful ruins of it are ſtill to be ſeen. Dugdale has 
copied a very full account of the foundation and early tranſactions of this monaſtery from an old 
regiſter, to which 1 refer the reader as one of the moſt curious ſpecimens of monkiſh hiſtory I have 
yet ſeen, It is wild, enthuſiaſtic, and full of miracles, which are ſometimes pleaſingly related. 
Among other odd and unexpected ſtrokes is the following ; — © Iſtis, et aliis fignis claruit vir 
Domini Ricardus ; qui idcirco dici poteſt Ricardus, id eſt ridens carus et dulcis.” [Dugdale's Mon. 
vol. 2. p. 928.] 


+ John de Brokehampton is ſaid to have acquired many new poſſeſſions for the Convent. He 
obtained of the king, (for the conſideration of two hundred pounds,) that the prior and Convent 
ſhould have the cuſtody of Eveſham Abbey during vacancies; paying for their privilege, at each 
time, one hundred and fixty pounds, He gave the king one thouſand marks for the uſes of war, 
and two hundred and fifty marks © pro medietate bonorum ſuorum in uno anno.“ He alſo paid to the 
king one hundred marks for ſome treſpaſſes committed by his men in the foreſt of Feckenham. 
[Stevens's Append, p. 138.] | 
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unanimouſly elected their next Abbot. On the Palm Sunday following he re- 
ceived his confirmation at Avignon, from Clement VI. Returning home, he 
was received with great joy and reverence by his Convent, and was inſtalled 
at Eveſham on Whitſunday, 1345. He alſo had been a monk of this houſe, 
and was, ſays Dugdale, a very honourable, affable, pleaſant man, and a 
facetious companion.” He enriched the ſociety with many ſacerdotal orna- 
ments, bells, veſtments, and other neceſlaries : improved the lands, and con- 
ſequently the rents of the Monaſtery; and obtained leave from pope Urban V. 
that his ſucceſſors might be conſecrated by whatever Engliſh biſhop they ſhould 
chuſe. He died June 13, 1367, after a long and grievous illneſs ; and was, 
by Lewes biſhop of Hereford, buried in the body of Eveſham church, under 
a marble ſlab juſt before St. Egwin's altar, 


XLVI. John de Ombreſlye, or Omberſley, a monk of Eveſham, ſucceeded; 
being elected to the abbacy on July 4, in the ſame year. By virtue of the 
privilege obtained by his predeceſſor, he was conſecrated by the biſhop of Lin- 
coln at Banbury, in the following month of Auguſt; and in the ſame month 
was inſtalled at Eveſham. Little more is recorded of this Abbot* than that 
he preſided about twelve years, and dying October 30, 1379, was buried alſo 
in the Abbey church, | 


XLVII. Roger Zatton, f a monk and ſacriſt of this houſe, ſucceeded with 
the unanimous conſent of the whole fraternity, He was elected Abbot No- 
vember 20, 1379, and afterward conſecrated at London by the biſhop of 
Lincoln. His inſtallation, at Eveſham, took place on the Chriſtmas-eve fol- 


lowing. He was a very pious and worthy man. In his time the archbiſhopt 
F2 claimed 


* He is however ſaid [Stevens's Append. p. 139.] to have increaſed the revenue of the Con- 
vent very conſiderably. — Dr. Neſh alſo obſerves, that he * left behind him the character of a 
reſpeRable, affable, and chearful man,” Where the Doctor obtained theſe minute particulars of 
his behaviour I do not know, unleſs they were borrowed from what Dugdale ſays of his predeceſſor. 

+ Called Zitts in Stevens, and Zotton in Talbot's MS. 

t William Courteney, archbiſhop of Canterbury. This Abbot alſo appointed the feaſt of the 

Holy Trinity to be kept as one of the principal feſtivals. On that day each monk was to have one 


capon, and one quart of wine; the prior two capons, with an half flagon of wine; ants” 
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claimed a right of viſiting this houſe, which this Abbot was at much expence 
and great pains to oppoſe. He put an end likewiſe to a diſpute that had long 
ſubſiſted between the monks of this houſe and the earl of Warwick. By theſe 
means he contracted ſome debts on his own account, and one of three hun- 
dred and fixty pounds on account of the Convent. At this period it is known 
the number of monks did not exceed thirty-eight. He died November 24, 
1418, the fifth year of Henry V. and was likewiſe buried in Eveſham church, 


XLVIII. Richard de Bromſgrove, infirmarer of this Convent, ſucceeded 
him on the 6th of December following. He was conſecrated, in his own 
church at Bengworth, by the biſhop of Bangor, then chancellor of Oxford, 
and inſtalled on the enfuing Chriſtmas-day. It was in this Abbot's govern- 
ment that a ſingular event happened, which, as it will ſhew the licentiouſneſs 
of the age, then probably inflamed by the long abſence of the king, T will 
inſert from a Latin paper in Dr. Naſh's Appendix to his account of this 
Abbey. | 


In Trinity term, and in the tenth year of Henry V. that king being ſtill 
in Normandy, Richard Bremeſgrouve, the then Abbot of Eveſham, in perſon, 
exhibited a bill before the council at Weſtminſter, heavily complaining againſt 
Henry Lench de Doredale ; and ſhewing that the ſaid Henry Lench, with a 
ſtrong armed band, had cut down trees at Ombreſley belonging to the afore- 
faid Abbot to the value of an hundred ſhillings and upwards, and entirely car- 
ried them off. Had entered his free warren there, and caught and taken away 
many hares, rabbits, partridges, and pheaſants ; and had ſo grievoully re- 
proached and threatened one John Brewer, the miller of the Abbot aforeſaid, 
that the ſaid John Brewer, his men, and the reſt of the tenants there, could not 
go about their ordinary bufineſs through fear for their lives. — That he had 
broken the mill belonging to the aforeſaid Abbot, and, with an hatchet, had 
entirely demoliſhed the great wheel of the ſaid mill; had pulled up the flood- 

5 | | gates, 


three capons, and a whole flagon. He alſo incurred a debt of three hundred and ſixty pounds by 
ſuſtaining a ſuit at law againſt one Thomas Bredet, knight, and Nicholas his fon, which at length 
be gained; but after great expences in ſending over meſſengers to the king and the nobility, who 

— EI — p. 139+] | 
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gates, and, cutting them in ſmall pieces, [i pervis petidus] had thrown them 
mto the water, | 


The Abbot's complaint was heard, and the miſchievous Henry de Doredale 
was, by order of the council, to be atreſted and brought before them. Re- 
ceiving however timely notice of their defigty, Henry took care to convey 
himſelf out of their knowledge. The affair was afterwards cotnpromiſed, on 
the arbitration of Philip Morgan, biſhop of Worceſter, John Beauchamp, 
lord of Bergevenny, and other reſpectable perſons. Henry de Dotedale was 
completely to repair the mill at his own expence ; to aſk the Abbot's pardon 
upon his knees, in which poſture he ſhould continue till the Abbot raiſed him 
up; and laſtly, to make oath that he would not ever aftet do, or procure to 
be done, any miſchief or damage whatever to the Abbot or his tenants, 


A letter is ff] extant which was written on this occafion by Leyot, the 
chancellor, to the Abbot. It is a good ſpecimen of the ſtyle and extraordi- 
nary mode of ſpelling at that period, and, as ſuch, may deſerve perufal. 


Reverent fader and lord, 


I recomaunde me to youre goode ant bountenouſe fadrehede 
yn the trewyſte wiſe, deſiryng ever the welfare ant the felicite of youre re- 
verent fadrehede as of myſelf, preying you lowly that my homly wrytyng yn 
no wylſe diſpleſe that gentil and trewe herte that God has fet in you. For as 
I dar, I youre trewe ſervant by my trowth while I lyve, compleyne me that 
yee liſte not lete me yn the noumbre of youre other ſervants be privey to 
ſiche matiers as my povertneſſe might doo any maner of pleiſir to youre goode 
ant bountenouſe lordſhip. For be my tronthe I will while I lyve both by 
lawful menys and awful, be youre trewe man to the utterance of my powere 
agayns alle youre adverſaries, where ſome ever they dwelle, or what condicion 
that thai be of; outcepte ſiche perſones the wiche I wel not yee of youre wiſ- 
daim wit not offend yn no wiſe. Revent fadre and lord, I come out of the 
foreſt of Dene, the whyche is my lordes lordſhip, on Monday laſt to Wor- 
ceſter; ant the Wolaſhull ant Wode wyth other diverſe gentilles told me 
muches of the proceſſe of the miſrewle of Brace's fone in lawe to you wart, 


ant 
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ant howe he kepte not his day, and ſo yee were vexed in voide bycauſe of 
hys nonn apperance ; the whiche is little joy of me be my trouth, Bute myn 
owne good lord then hyth wel yn youre hert that yi yee, or any of youre 
tenaunts, or the leſte child toward yow, ſuffre eny wrong other yn body, 
good, or catell, bote yffe it be fore revenkyſt bothe lawfully and awfully as ' 
the cauſe requirith, blame youre ſelfe ant no man elles. For, bleſt mot God 
be of his mercy, ye be as well endofid with lordſhips ant frenlihode, ant ſer- 
vice of other pore men, as any lord of youre eſtate in this reme. Ant for 


the effectual execucion of this matier, for Gode's love I youre ſervaunt as I 


dar require you that yee ſpare not nothur the labour of my perſone ant of 
alle my frendes ant the expences of my goods : preying yow of youre good 
ant faitfull lordſhip that yee liſt by the berer of this yn this matier com- 
maunde me youre will with alle youre othur pleiſirs. Ant yn the accom- 
pliſement of theym I ſhall be no gret ſleper by my trouthe. Ant I biſeche 
Almighty God of his endleſs mercy give you evir as wel to fare as ever farde 
Criſtene creature. Wryten in youre awyn houſe at Hinptone, yn the whiche 
I triſt yn God haſtely to ſe yow, the 17 day of June, 


Youre trewe ſervaunt by my trouthe, 


RICHARD LEvyoT. 


Richard de Bromeſgrove* prefided ſeventeen years, and dying May 10, 
1435, was buried in St. Mary's chapel, near the ſteps aſcending to the altar. 


XLIX. John Wickwan, F or Wickwane, before prior, ſucceeded ; of 
whom nothing memorable is told, but that he was elected Abbot in January, 
1436, and on the following St. Thomas's day was conſecrated by the biſhop 
of Bath, at Dangerſwold. After a long abbacy and much infirmity, he died 

| _ 


Some farther regulations relative to the good fare of the monks were made by Richard de 
Bromſgrove. He ordained that on the day of Pentecoſt each monk, whether preſent or abſent, 
ſhould be allowed twenty pence, one capon, and one quart of wine; che prior three ſhillings and 
ry panes, $90 copoiny, end two quarts of wine—The 2500 Rav we mop gurl it by the franite 
regulation, [Stevens's Append. p. 139.] 

+ Called Sir John Wickwan in Talbot's MS, 
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in the year 1460, He was buried in St. Mary's * before the image of 
St. Katharine.“ To him ſucceeded 


L. Richard Pembroke, S. T. P. or profeſſor of divinity ; who was elected 
March 3, 1460; conſecrated by the biſhop of Hereford ; and died March 7. 
1467 : the ſeventh year of Edward IV, 


LI. Richard Hawkfbury, before prior, now was elected Abbot, and after 
conſecration by the biſhop of Lincoln, was inſtalled at Eveſham on Auguſt 6, 
1467. One circumſtance rather memorable is by ſome authors related of this 
Abbot : — that he ſtood godfather to Richard, ſon of George, duke of Cla- 
rence, born in the Monaſtery at Tewkeſbury, in the year 1476. But this,“ 
ſays Stevens, I cannot but believe to be a miſtake.” F He gives however 
no reaſons for his incredulity. What is more certain is, that about this time 
the Monaſtery was almoſt overwhelmed by the number of noble viſitants it 
entertained, and who ſeemed to quarter themſelves upon the poor monks 
with little ceremony. In unquiet times theſe houſes were, in fact, the beſt 
and ſafeſt of inns. A debt of one thouſand marks was incurred by the Con- 
vent in providing for their reception. This Abbot preſided ten years, and 
died April 6, 1477 : the ſeventeenth year of Edward IV. 


LII. William Upton, a monk of Eveſham, and prior of Alceſter, was 
next elected, on April 18 ; was conſecrated by the biſhop of Beriton, in the 
chapel of the rectory of St. Chriſtopher's, in London, on May 6; and in- 
ſtalled on the 10th following. He preſided only five years: but notwithſtand- 
ing found means, in that time, to pay off the debt of a thouſand marks con- 
tracted by his predeceſſor. Dying on the 11th of Auguſt, 1483, he was bu- 
ried in the Abbey church, between the baptiſtery and the altar. He was ſuc- 
ceeded by 


LIII. John 


* Wickwane increaſed the Abbey rents to the additional yearly value of nine pounds eleven 
ſhillings, He alſo ordered the celebration of the —— III 
it had hitherto been kept. [Stevens's Append.] 


+ Supplement, vol. 1. p. 460. 
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IIII. John Norton, prior of the cloiſter, on the 4th of September, 148g: 
the firſt year of Richard III. This Abbot firſt inſtituted the feaſt of the viſi- 
tation of St. Mary to be yearly celebrated. He alſo ordered that, on the 
day of his on anniverſary, each brother ſhould have twenty pence ; and 
among them one deer, from the deer-park at Offenham, which he enlarged 
for that purpoſe, He alſo (a comfortable confideration !) laid in a freſh 
ſtock of wine for the Abbot's cellar. On the vigil of the feaſt of St. Mary 
which he had appointed, he, (as he earneſtly defired,*) finiſhed his life, in 
the year 1491. He was buried juſt before the aſcent of the ſteps to the altar 
of Jeſus, | | 
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LIV. Thomas Newbold, cellarer of the Convent, was then elected Abbot, 
on July 18, 1491 : the ſeventh year of Henry VII. He was conſecrated by 
the biſhop of Hereford, and inſtalled on September 10 enſuing. After pre- 
ſiding above two and twenty years, he died a ſudden death on the night of 
the 6th of December, 1513, and was buried in the church, at the head of 
his predeceſſor's grave. | | 


LV. Clement Lichfield, F before prior, and a man who cannot be men- 
tioned without emotions of pity and reverence, was made Abbot of Eveſham 
on December 28, 1513. He received conſecration, by the biſhop of Aſcalon, 
at his own manor-houſe at Offenham. Both the learning and virtues of this 
man were admirable. - He was a munificent patron to his Convent, and laid 
out much money in repairing old buildings and erecting new ones, He 

- adorned the choir with much elegance and ſplendor ; built a very handſome 
tower in the cemitary ; (which ſtill remains entire, and of which a deſcrip- 
tion will hereafter be given;) and added two chapels of extraordinary beau- 
ty, one to St. Lawrence's church, and the other to the church of All Saints. 
— Many heavy pecuniary burdens were laid on him by Henry and his 

miniſters ; in purſuance probably of the plan, about this time adopted, of 
oppreſſing theſe foundations in every poſſible manner. He paid one hundred 
| and 


* Talbot's MS. | 
+ Tickfeld, in Stevens; but this is probably a blunder of the preſs, 
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and fixty pounds to the king as uſual for a free election; one hundred pounds 
to Wolſey, who demanded this ſum without aſſigning any reaſon. He lent 
five hundred marks to the king, which, not being repaid to him, he wiſely 
converted into a gift. He paid fifty marks to the king for fifths; the ſame 
ſum for a premunire ; fifty pounds to Wolſey for his viſitation, with which he 
doubtleſs would willingly have diſpenſed ; twenty pounds to Wolſey, at ano- 
ther time, for his protection; befides ſeveral fees to the ſervants of the king 
and the cardinal, One whole year he was compelled to maintain twenty-four of 
the king's ſervants daily at his table, and to provide ſuſtenance for their horſes. 
He continued Abbot till near the diffolution ; and then, not chuſing to ſur- 
render his Abbey to the king, was, by the vile arts and low devices of Crom- 
well, obliged to reſign his paſtoral office to 


LVI. Philip Hawford,* alias Ballard, a young monk of Eveſham ; who 
was, in the year 1539, created Abbot for the ſole purpoſe of ſurrendering 
the Abbey. This he did on November 17, in the fame year, — The grief 
and indignation of poor Lichfield, who ſurvived this cataſtrophe but a ſhort 
time, may eafily be imagined. It may, without exaggeration, be ſuppoſed 
to have broken his heart. He died at, or near Eveſham, and was buried at 
the entrance into his own chapel, in the church of All Saints; where there 
is ſtill to be ſeen a large blue ſlab which protected his remains, but of which 
the inſcription is now entirely defaced. The following was put up, in his 
life-time, in a window of the ſame church. 


Orate pro anima Clementis Lychfeld ſacerdotis : cujus tempore Turris Eveſhamie 
edificata eſt, | | 


This inſcription alſo has long ſince diſappeared, with the reſt of the 
painted glaſs. 


The Abbey church, where doubtleſs he would otherwiſe have been in- 
G terred, 


0 I have, at this time, in my poſſeſſion an indenture made between this Hawford, when Abbot, 
and one John Aldington, of Middle-Littleton, The ſeal to it is of dark brown wax, very hard, 
and is almoſt entire, | 
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| terred, being too large for parochial uſe, was demoliſhed immediately on the 
ſurrender. This and the whole ſite of the Abbey was, by Henry, granted 


to Sir Philip Hobby, who loſt no time in ſecuring the profits of his bargain. 
The tower alone was ſaved at the interceſſion of the townſmen, who, it is 
not unlikely, had contributed liberally toward its erection. It was purchaſed, 
for their own uſes, at the time when all the other ſtately buildings fell under 
the axe and the hammer. As for the ſcoundrel Hawford* he was, for his 
dirty ſervices, rewarded with a penſion of two hundred and forty pounds per 
annum ; and afterward, (in the year 1553,) with the deanery of Worceſter: 
probably in lieu of the penſion. He alſo died in the year 1357. 


Theſe anecdotes of a few obſcure and ſequeſtered monks, though ex- 
tracted with ſome labour from various writers, will, I doubt not, appear ſuf- 
ficiently dry and unintereſting to many readers, A catalogue of ſuch uſeleſs, 
and, in general, ſlothful beings, will not certainly much intereſt an age that 
boaſts of ſo much ſuperior information and activity. But it is the world, in 
miniature. Materials are not, it is true, in the preſent caſe ſo far indulged 
us as to preſent them to the public eye in this extended view; but there is 
good reaſon to ſuppoſe that if all the intrigues of our conventual conclave.— 
all their differences, ſeceſſions, parties, and plottings, could be at this time 
fully and faithfully related, the narration of them would compoſe as intereſt- 
ing and uſeful a work as any portion of hiſtory now extant. 


Among theſe Abbots the fate of poor Lichfield muſt appear truly pitiable 
to every reader. After having many years enjoyed his dignity in peace and 


affluence ; — after having endowed his Monaſtery with many elegant orna- 
| ments 


* « We ſee here,” ſays the honeſt and plain-ſpeaking Stevens, © that men of conſcience and 
courage were, by the vileſt arts, removed from their Abbies ; and ſuch wretches as this Hawford, 
or Ballard, put into their places, that they, induced by large penſions and liberty to live lewdly, 
might baſely ſurrender up their Monaſteries.” To which he might have added, —and make it 
ſeem a meritorious action for the king to ſeize their poſſeſſions, 


+ The exact number of monks at the diſſolution is not known. But we find that in the year 
1553, (the firſt of Mary,) there were twenty-four of them to be provided for; among whom was 
J. Feckenham, dean of St, Paul's, ten pounds. [Dr. Naſh, vol. 1. p. 401.] 
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ments and uſeful additions; — to live to ſee the total demolition of all was 
more than human philoſophy can commonly bear. From long reſidence and 
habitual veneration, every ſtep and angle of his Convent muſt have been to 
him an object of attachment, love, and profound regret. The tombs of. his 
venerable predeceſſors, and of the ſainted founder himſelf, diſlodged from their 
ſtations, and thrown undiſtinguiſhed into heaps of rubbiſh, was a ſpectacle 
that muſt have excited the moſt painful ſenſations in every good Catholic, 
and which few honeſt and candid Proteſtants would, I hope; bluſh to admit, 


That the vileſt arts were employed to make this worthy man weary of his 
refidence, and even of his exiſtence, we have no reaſon to doubt ; as the 
paltry devices of Henry and his miniſters* are now well known. Neither is 
it probable, as Lichfield's honour and conſcience were ſuperior to compro- 
miſe, and he was not moreover the immediate refigner, that any ſupport was 
allowed him. Poverty therefore muſt have been ruthleſsly added to the pony 
_— calamities that embittered his old age. 227 


When on any occaſion reformation is really wanted, it muſt, I ſuppoſe, 
always be the general ſenſe that it is ſo. That it was in ſome degree requi- 
fite here, no one can doubt; nor can we, from the teſtimony of hiſtory, 
heſitate to ſay that the general voice was for it. To endeavour therefore to 
heighten the odium againſt the monaſtics by groſs miſrepreſentation, or to 
render them uneaſy in their ſtation by every low contrivance, ſeems to have 
been a very injudicious and hateful policy. Injudicious becauſe certainly not 
the beſt or neareſt way of arriving at the propoſed end : — and hateful on ac- 


count of the means employed, But it was (what we ought ſtill more to depre- 
G2 gate, ) 


* The merit of theſe was certainly due to Cromwell. Henry himſelf was too ſincere and fearleſs 
a tyrant to invent or deſcend to practiſe ſuch devices. The other was a fly, dark, and deſigning, 
yet, I believe, to his maſter faithful and zealous, character. The ſtratagems uſed at Godſtowe 


were notorious, even at the time. The abbeſs of that nunnery had an infamous fellow of the name 


of Dr. London (afterwards pilloried) quartered upon her, to ſeduce her nuns from their obedience, 
and make her houſe intolerable to her. The poor woman, in a tranſport of grief and vexation, 
wrote a very pathetic letter to the king, which Stevens has preſerved in his Appendix to Dugdale. 

[Vols 1. p. 5374] | | 
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cate,) a moſt deſtructive precedent, which may hereafter be farther perverted 
to diſunite the bonds of general ſociety. 


| The object of theſe reformers however was good.” This in the preſent 

caſe muſt, I believe, be granted. Yet to obtain this good, every evil means 
was purſued ; — and there cannot be found a maxim more pernicious to the 
welfare of mankind, than that the end will juſtify the means employed to gain it, 
Concerning the former, we are liable to be wretchedly miſtaken: — the latter 
are often uſeleſsly employed, and thus become mere miſchief for its own ſake,* 
In ſhort, — the queſtion put by St. Paul, whom thoſe who may happen to 
have read him will ſtill allow to have been no common reaſoner, —** ſhall we 
do evil that good may enſue ?” — may ſafely and univerſally be anſwered as 
he has anſwered it, — No, Gop rorsiD.” 


Madame de Sillery Brulart (the ci-devant counteſs de Genlis) has, in a late work, an excel- 
lent paſſage on this topic. She however applies it to the conduR of the late unhappy king of 
France, which ſhe ſuppoſes was inſincere and fallacious ; but ſurely it may be turned with much 
greater force and effect againſt a party whoſe conduct has ever been a tiſſue of fraud, perjury, 
cruelty, and deception, If,“ ſays ſhe, * we ſuppoſe it allowable to commit a crime from the hope 
or even with the certainty, of effecting a good, we overturn all the ſupport of morality ; we ſubſti- 
tute arbitrary inventions for eternal principles; circumſtances alone will determine the merit or 
the infamy of actions; and anpoſture, revenge, and ferocity will often impudently claim the recom- 
Pence of virtue.” ¶ Leſſons of a Governeſs to her Pupils. ] 
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G HNA. III. 


REVENUE AND ENDOWMENT OF EVESHAM ABBEY— VALUE SOON 
AFTER THE CONQUEST AND AT THE DISSOLUTION OF 
MONASTERIES, 


IN the attempt to inveſtigate the Revenue of a foundation ſo long ſince 
diflolved, ſome degree of intricacy and confufion will probably be ex- 
pected by the reader; nor will he ſuffer any confiderable diſappointment. 
Little more, in fact, can now be done than to detail, from charters and 
various other ſources, the ſeparate fragments of Revenue, and afterwards 
to put them together in the cleareſt and moſt luminous method we are able. 


With the extent of the original Endowment, and with the names of thoſe 
villages that it comprehended, the reader has already been made acquainted, 
Domeſday record will be our next, and moſt authentic intelligencer. From 
that minute and extenfive ſurvey, we ſhall inform ourſelves what new poſſeſ- 
fions this Abbey had acquired, in a courſe of almoſt four hundred years ; as 
well as of the exact value, at that period, of all its acquiſitions. It will, 
moreover, ſerve as a kind of text-book on which many notes and obſerva- 
tions, and to which many additions will afterwards be made. For the fake 
of the Engliſh reader a tranſlation of that part which relates to Eveſham will 
be given ; to which as the genuine antiquary will attribute ſome difficulty, he 
will, of courſe, ſhew proportionable indulgence. But firſt, it may be proper 
to notice a ſhort liſt of benefactors to this Monaſtery, preſerved by Dugdale,* 
moſt of whoſe donations took place prior to the conqueſt. 


I, King 


Ex Regiſtro quodam Abbathize de Eveſham, per Rob. Glover, Somerſet Heraldym, deſungte, 
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I. King Ethelred, fon of Penda king of the Mercians, was (as we have 
en ſeen, ) the firſt and principal benefactor; as he furniſhed Eguin with 
the ſpot of ground called Ethomme, or Haum, on which the Abbey was built. 
This was acquired as far back as the year 701. The ſame king gave after- 
wards the caſtle of Chadbury, and the ancient monaſtery of Stratford; for 
which Egwin, in the year 703, exchanged that of Fladbury. This king, about 
the year 705, reſigned his crown and became a monk of Bardney: at which 
place he was buried. He reigned thirty years over Mercia, and lived thirteen 
more after taking the vow. 


II. Offa, king of the Eaſt Angles, ſon of Sighere, king of the ſame people, 
in the year 703, gave Offenham :—a place which, to this day, bears his name. 
He afterwards, by the advice of Keneſwith, daughter of Penda and fiſter to 
Ethelred, a lady whom he wiſhed to eſpouſe, but certainly took an odd me- 
thod of doing ſo, went to Rome with Kenred and Egwin, where he became a 
monk and died in 710. This place is noticed in Domeſday, and the value diſ- 
tinctly pointed out. | 


III. Ethelward, or Aylward, under-governor of the Wiccians, gave to this 
Convent Ombreſley, in the year 706. This acquiſition is alfo noticed, and its 
exact value ſettled in Domeſday record. 


IV. Aylric, ſon of Ofhere,* king, gave Childes-Wykwane, in the ſame year. 
If this is the ſame place with that called Miguene in the above regiſter, (which 
there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe,) particulars concerning this eſtate likewiſe 
may there be found. 


V. Kenred, king of the Mercians, fon of Wolfere, gave Hampton, (&c.) 
in 708, For this alſo Domeſday may be conſulted, 


VI. Ceolred, 


® There is in this liſt the ſame confuſion and variety of ſpelling in the names of perſons that ſo 
perplexes every other part of early hiſtory, I follow Dugdale cloſely in thoſe names, for evident 
reaſons, But this Oſkerus, or Oſtere, ſeems to have been governor or earl of Worceſterſhire, rather 
than king. eee capa ee e [Dugdale's 
Baron, vol, 1. p. 2. 
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VI. Ceolred, king of the Mercians, the ſon of Ethelred, the original bene- 
factor, (but not, it ſeems, by his queen Oftritha, ). gave Ragley, (&c.) in the 
year 711. — This place is not ſpecified as a part of the Eveſham poſſeſſions in 
the ſurvey, 2 in this place, ſeems to break off abruptly. 


VI. Ethelbald, king of the Mercians, (called otherwiſe Ethelhard,) the ſon. 
of Alwy, or Elfwy, and the couſin of Ceolred, gave Hactone, in 716.— There 
is no mention of this among the poſſeſſions of this foundation in Domeſday, 
nor of the following donation. 


VIII. Offa, fon of Tunfrith, king of the Mercians, gave Dunnyngton, (&c.) 
in 757. 


IX. Beortolph, king of Mercia, gave Pebwortham, in 774+ If this is the 
ſame with Penwortham,* or, as it is called in Domeſday, Penwverdant, it had, 
before the conqueſt, reverted to the king, 


X. Ja, earl of Warwick, gave Witlakesford and Little Grafton, in the 
year 


This place, whether the ſame with Penwortham or not, had, before the conqueſt, been alienated 
from the Convent. There are ſeveral ſo curious particulars recorded of Pemwortham and Leyland in 
Domeſday, that, though not ſtriftly conſonant to my plan, I will copy them for the fake of the 
curious reader, | 


« Rex E. tenuit Lailand. Ibi 1. hida, In Lailand Hund. et 2. carucatz terre. Silva a. leuv. 
longa, et 1 lata, et aira Accipitrum. Ad hoc manerium pertinebant 12. carucatæ terræ, quas te- 
nebant 12. homines liberi pro totidem maneriis. In his 6. hidz, et 8. carucatæ terræ. Silva ibi 
6. leuv. longa, et 1. quarent. lata. Homines hujus Manerii et de Salford non operabant per con- 
ſuetudinem ad aulam regis, neque metebant in Auguſto. Tantummodo unam haiam in ſilva fa- 
ciebant, et habebant ſanguinis forisfacturam, et feminz paſſæ violentiam. De aliis conſuetudini- 
bus aliorum Maneriorum erant conſortes. Totum Manerium Lailand cum Hund. reddebat de firma 


regi 19. libras, et 18. ſolidos, et 2. denarios.” 


„Rex E. tenuit Peneverdant. Thi a. carucatz terræ, et reddebant 10. denar. Modo eſt ibi caſ- 
tellum, et 2. carucatz ſunt in domino, et 6. burgenſes, et 3. radmans, et 8. villani, et 4. bovarii. 
N en ee n piſcaria. Silva et airæ W T. R. E. Valet 
3+ libr.“ 
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year 973, and during the reign of king Edgar, — The former of theſe places 
is, in Domeſday, called Witelavesford, and many particulars are given of it. 


XI. Ethelred, king of England, the brother of St. Edward the Martyr, 
gave one manſe or farm in Stow, [Stowya,] near Malgareſbury, in the year 
987. — This donation is probably comprehended i in Domeſday within the ar- 
ticle Maigareſberiæ. 


XII. = king of all England, gave, in the year 1018, the lordſhip of 
Badby and Newnham.— This had, it is likely, paſſed into other hands, or been 
exchanged for other poſſeſſions, before the ſurvey was taken; though, in 
later time, we again find it among the undoubted acquirements of this Abbey. 


The donations that follow ſeem, from the comparatively modern names of 
the donors, to have been made after the conqueſt, but are inſerted here not 
to leave the liſt incomplete. 


Marin Buſhell gave the church of Penwortham ; with the tythes, &c. 


Richard Buſhell, his ſon, gave the church at Leylond, xc. 


Albert Bujhell, ſon of Richard, gave various lands in Longeton, Ekeſton, 
Lelande, and Meoles. | 


Robert Bufhell gave various eſtates at Penwortham. 
Galfrid Buſhell, his ſon, gave divers eſtates in Longetone, * 


For other donations before the conqueſt, I refer the reader to the charters, 
and titles of charters, collected in the Appendix. Many of theſe had certainly 
| been 


* There is a long liſt of inferior benefaRom, to the number of one hundred and thirty-ſeven, 
but without their donations ſpecified, to be found in Stevens, [Append. p. 145+] It was drawn 
up in the years 1444, and 1450, by Thomas Wynchecombe, precentor to this Monaſtery. 
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been loſt or exchanged, as was the cafe of Badby and Newham, or Newnham, 
in Northamptonſhire, before that period. This we find however, from ſub- 
ſequent records, was afterwards recovered to the Monaſtery. But mention 
is made in theſe of ſome other poſſeſſions, and among them of five manſes or 
farms granted by Edwy, in the Ie of Wight, which ſeem to have been ſpeedily 
and irrecoverably loſt. 


Tranſlation of that part of Domeſday-Book which 
reſpects Eveſham Abbey. p. 17 ;.] 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


N Eveſham,* where the Abbey is fituated, there are, and always were, 
three hides of free land, | | | 


H There 


* By the kind aſſiſtance of Mr. Ayſcough, librarian to the Britiſh Muſeum, I am enabled to 
give ſome account of the chief tenants at the places here mentioned. Theſe notices are copied 
from Veſpaſan B. XXIV. among the Cotton MSS. They ſeem to have been written about the time 
of Abbot Randulf: of courſe between the years 1213, and 1229. The liſt of the Eveſham tenants 
occupies nine folio pages of the MS. and is therefore too long for inſertion; but the names and 
tenures of theſe tenants at other places will frequently accompany the ſurvey. — The method 
uſually obferved in the MS. is to give, firſt the charters belonging to each place; then the boun- 
daries in Saxon; and laftly the names of tenants with their different tenures. Though this plan 
ſometimes ſeems to have been neglected, and a jumble of different places introduced under the 
ſame head, it has nevertheleſs been thought proper in theſe extracts cloſely to follow the MS. in 
order to prevent much uncertainty, and probably ſome miſtakes, in attempting now to identify 
the narnes of places. 
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There are in the demeſne three carucates “ of land, and twenty-ſeven 
bordarers doing ſervice to the Abbey-court ; and theſe have, among them, 
four car. There is alſo a mill, value thirty ſhillings; and twenty acres of 
meadow land. The tax, ariſing from inhabitants there, is twenty ſhillings, ' 
In the time of king Edward this eſtate was worth faxty ſhillings ; afterwards 
four pounds ; and at * time one hundred and ten ſhillings. 


In Fiſeſberge hundred, the church of Eveſham poſſeſſes f fixty-five hides 
of land. Of theſe hides twelve are free. In that hundred lie twenty hides 


of Doddentreu, and fifteen of Wirecefire | + # * * *®, They complete the 
hundred, 13 


This Abbey poſſeſſes Lenchwich. There is one hide which is free land and 
always 


The preciſe diſtinction between a kide and a carucate of land is, I believe, ſtill undetermined ; 
* odhuc ſub judice.” — I will therefore offer no remarks myſelf. Concerning the bordarii, or 
bordarers, there is likewiſe ſtill ſome obſcurity. I apprehend them to have been cottagers under 
obligation to furniſh eggs, poultry, and other little articles of the ſame kind, for the lord's table. 
The villani, or villans, were, I ſuppoſe, tenants of a higher rank. x 


+ In the original tenet or holds ; as e eee But the 
difference of times would make this phraſe ſeem applicable only to tenants. It is therefore altered 
to the word has, or poſſeſſes. 

t In hundredo de Filleberga, [idem plane cum Fiſſefberge,] in Lxv. hidis habet eccleſia de 
- Eveſham tales libertates quod neque Vicecomes, nec aliqua potens perſona, poſt Regem, poteſt ibi 
aliquam violentiam facere; nec aliquid percipere nec accipere, niſi per Abbatem illius loci, Habet 
etiam prefata eccleſia pleniter ſuam ſacum et ſocam, tol et theam, et quod nullus Abbas de illis terris 
facere poteſt teinland, neque poteſt dare in hereditatem alicui, niſi in die vitæ ſuz, et poſtea rever- 
tatur ad hoc quod alius Abbas ſecundum domum voluerit. Et quod nullus Abbus poteſt dare de- 
cimam neque chircſed alicui homini, neque aliquis homo poteſt retinere : quia omnes illz terre de 
illis Lxv. hidis fuerunt datz et ſanctificatæ ad opus eccleſiæ, et ad opus ſervorum Dei. {Cotton. 


MS. Veſp. B. xxiv.] 


| $ In Lenemic quinque ſunt virgæ Bovariorum : unaquaque dedet invenire ij. homines ad carr, 
per totum annum, et ad Widoc iiij. homines in ebdomada, et ad fenum colligendum quouſque 
collectum fuerit, et in autumno v. dies in ebdomada ; et debent portare farruginem a feſto 8. Mi- 
chaelis uſque ad feſtum 8. Martini, 


Bercharius 
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always has been ſo, and in Nortune* there are ſeven hides. | In the demeſne 
are five carucates, aud thirteen villans, and eleven bordarers, and one Nor- 
man. Among them all they have eleven car. — There are alſo ten ſervants, 
and two mills, value twenty-two ſhillings and fix-pence, and which furniſh 

H 2 two 


Bercharius tenet v. acras pro cuſtodia ovium, et quietus eſt ab omni ſervicio. 
Porcarius tenet vj. acras, et eſt quietus ab omni ſervitio fi porcos habuit, et fi non. 


Quinque ſunt Cotlandiz, et unaquaque debet operari in ebdomada per ij. dies, et in autumno 
uſque ad feſtum 8. Martini per iij. et auxilium et toln. et paſn. non chirſet ; et tota decima in 
blado, in lino, et in agnis, Domini eſt. 


Faber habet dim. virg. et eſt quietus ab omni ſervitio pro ferramentis, et decimam propriam 
habet. | 


Bedellus tenet vj. acras, et eſt quietus ab omni ſervitio, et habet decimam ſuam. 


David tenet 1. virg. pro iij. et tenet maſagium ſuum, niſi unus bovarius ſolebat manere ; et 
dat pro illo maſagio annuatim ij. fol. Et in Burme, in Middeles furlang, pro medietate quam 
Will. de Twiford alio anno ij. ſol. 


Et de molendino de Chedelefley annuatim xxv. ſol. et xl. ſtiches de anguillis. 


Foreſtarius tenet iiij. acras cum maſagio, et quietus eſt ab omni ſervitio : et Dominus debet ei 
dare annuatim iij, ſiffuls de blado pro ſervitio ſuo, et unam acram. 


Decem ſunt virgæ apud Lenewic. Si operentur, per totam ebdomadam debent operari preter 
ſabbatum, et ſi die ſabbati operantur, reddatur eis. Die dominico ſummagiant, et in autumno 
unaquaque virga debet invenire in ebdomada ij. homines preter ſolitum, et aux. et toln. et paſa. - 
non chirſet, et wudeſelver ; non hidwude, non fiſepeni. Et ſi cenſentur, iiij. pro virga; et aux. 
et toln. et paſn. et geld. et ſervicium Regis. Et fi herciantur, per 1. diem; alia die non eſt quie- 
tus, et fic de ſummagio. 


Tota decima ejuſdem Villa in blado, in lino, in agnis, et in ceteris, Domini eſt. 


In Nortona Willelmus Gudmund tenet dim. hidam. Pro. 1. virga vadit ad Comitatum et 
Hundr. et pro alia facit ſervitium Regis et geldat et dat decimam ſuam in blado, lino, et agnis, 


Randulfus 
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two thouſand eels. There are twelve acres of meadow land. In king Ed- 
ward's time this was worth ſeven pounds; afterwards one hundred and ten 
ſhillings ; and now ſeven pounds again. 

| In 


Rondulfus tenet ij. virgas et dim. virgam et xij. acras: pro dim. virga debet xviij. den, Pro 
dim. bida debet ire ad Comitatum et Hundr, et debet ire cum Monachis per totam Angliam ; et 
in tempore Regis Willielmi ſolebat operari et omnes conſuetudines facere. Sed precibus Elurici 
prioris Eveſham factus fuitille liber et injuſte. Pro dim. virg. que mater Randulff tenuit nullum 
ſervicium debet, nec pro xij. acris predictis: et hec omnia injuſte facta ſunt pretio et precibus Mo- 
nachorum de Eveſham intervenientibus, Et pro predicta dim. hida et pro dim. virga debet ſervi- 
tium Regis et geldum, et debet arare et metere. Rond. de jure dare debet, fi cenfaret, viij, ſol. et 
omnes conſuetudines. | | 


Walterus ternet ij. virgas pro vj. Tol et folebat dare viij. fol. et dat auxilium et arat (s1c) p, et 
metit, et geldat, et ſervitium Regis. Abbas Mauritius dedit neptem ſuam predeceſſori Walterii 
et abſtulit opus terre illius injuſte; et hoc eſt in voluntate Abbatis. | 


Johannes tenet 1. virg. pro ij ſol. et ſervitium Regis et eſt in voluntate Abbatis, five ad opus 
five ad cenſum. Abbas Adam conceſſit ei injuſte pro ij. fol. 


XXI. Sunt virgæ apud Norton. Si operentur, per totam ebdomadam debet operari preter 
ſabbatum, et die dominico debet ſumagium facere, et dies ſabbati reddatur eis, fi aliquid fecerint ; 
et auxilium et tolnum et paſn. et chirſet et geldum et ſervitium Regis; et fi herciantur, alia di 
herciat vel operetur, et fic de ſumagio, et wudeſelver, et hidwud, et fifſepeni ; et unaquaque ca- 
ruca arare debet die Lunæ per ſeptimanam, a feſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad Paſcha. Et in eſtate 
benarth, et in autumno ij. homines de (sic) ces de virga per ſeptimanam. 


Et fi cenſarent, iiij. fol. pro virga, et zux. et toln. et paſa, et geld. et ſervitium Regis; et 
decima ſua in blado, in lino, in agnis, Domini eſt. Debent chirſet, et arare, et metere, et vineam 
fodere, et colligere, et ſumag. et falcare. 


Oſebertus vj. acras pro ij. fol. et debet metere, et fenum colligere, et auxilium dare, et fervitium 
Regis. 


Eccleſia tenet dim. hid. et arat, et dat Sacriſt x. fol. et maſagium ſuum; et 1. virgam 
tenet de dominio Dni Abbatis, et aliam virgam de colleRore ruſticorum, 


Tota decima ejuſdem Villa in blado, in lino, in agnis, et in ceteris, Dni eſt, 
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In Oleberge® are twelve acres of land, and allo two fiwingbends, and an- 
farlongt of woodland. al: xp; x ur 


This Abbey has alſo Offenham. Sire rene kde of fro tes, and at 
Liteltune are fix hides, and fix at Bradfortune, In the demeſne are three ca- 
m 


2, The fume place I preſume with tat called Ubeory in the founders char Ge Appendix 
The preſent appellation s Cierough; 


+ Lexva, a league properly, but uſed very indefinitely as 2 meaſure of land. I have here ſup- 
poſed it a furlong. 


t Offenham was given by king Offa, in 70g. See the charter No. I. in the Appendix, and the 
liſt of benefaQors. Both Littleton and Bradferton were alſo among the founger's acquilitigns, as 
were the precetling places Lenckwic and Montan. — 


In Huffenham ſunt quatuor virgz Borarierum. Dim. virga debet invenire . pominem per 
totum annum ad carr. et ad Wiedoc, et ad fenum, et ad bladum colligendum. In una ehdomada, 
debet operari per ij. dies, et in alia per iij. dies; et debet portare farruginem apud Eveſham, et eſt 
quietus ab omni fervitio, ct habet decimam ſuam. Si cenfaretur, ij, ſol. et omnes conſuctudines 
debitos. (sic) 


Sex ſunt Cotlandæ et unaquaque debet operari per ij. dies, in ebdomada, et in autumno per 
iij· dies, et decima ſua Domini eſt; et ſi cenſaretut, deberet n et 
paſnagium, non chircheſet. 


Faber tenet dim. vg et debet parare ferramenta curiz, et quietus eſt ab omni ſervitio. 
Berchierus vel Porcarius tenet vj. acras, et quietus eſt ab omni ſervitio, fi ſint oves et porci. 


Paganus Travers tenet v. virgas, et geldat pro v. virgis. 

Galfridus Withelard tenet ij. virgas: pro duabus dat x. ſol. pro tertia ſervitium Regis, et pro 
tribus geldat Regi. | 

Paganus fil. Henrici tenet vij. virgas, et geldat pro lij, virgis. 

Auguſtinus tenet 1. hidam, et geldat pro hida. 

Robertus tenet 1. virgam pro iij. ſol. et aux. et toln. et paſn. et eſt in voluntate Dni Abbatis. 

Johannes tenet 1. virgam pro iij. ſol. eee 


Nadulfur Diſpenſator ij. virgas, — 
XXvij. Virgæ 
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cates, and twenty-five villans with ſeven car. and two radmen,*-and two 
Normans. Each of theſe has -one car. — There are alſo twenty bordarers, 
and twenty acres of meadow land, and a mill of twelve ſhillings and fix- 


pence. 


There are oxen to one car. but they draw ſtone to the Abbey. — In the 
time of king Edward and afterwards, it was worth eight pounds; now fix 
pounds and ten ſhillings, 


To this manor belongs one Berewic, Aldingtone. F There is one hide of 
free land belonging to the church, and in the demeſne are two carucates, 
| and 


XXvij. virgæ et dim. Si operantur, per totam ebdomadam debent operari-preter ſabbatum, et 
Be domitdcs debent famegiare — — operentr, "ot ana. et toln. et paſn. 
non chicheſet; et unaquaque caruca a feſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad Paſcha debet arare per 1. diem 
in ebdomada, et greſarthe ſcil. 1 acram; et fi cenſarentur iijj. et aux. et toln. et paſn. non 
chircheſet. | | 

V. Virgz in Litletun. Si operantur, debent chircheſet. Et cenſantes debent metere, arare, 
falcare, vineam fodere, et colligere. Operantes debent wudeſelver ; non hidwude, non chirſet, 
non fiſſepen. Operantes vj. de Litletun debent wudeſelver, hidwude, fiſſepen. 


Ricardus xij. den. Hugo Jurtin iij. ſol. et vj. den. Eluredus Ethewi xij. den. Walterus mo- 
lendinarius xij. den. Edwine vj. den. Rogerus vj. den. Ricardus Eme xij, den. Radulfus xij. 
den. Albretha xij. den. Robertus Clericus vj. den. 


Decima in blado, in lino, in agnis, et ceteris fecibus, Domini eſt, 
_ Willielmus Bern Lj. e wolendimum pro x. ſol. et Foke Milne pro dim, marca, et eſt 
quietus ab omni ſervitio. | 


Fcclefa habet 1. virgatam, et dat facriftz ilj. fol, 
Tota decima ejuſdem Villz in blado, in lino, et in agnis, et in ceteris, Domini eſt. 
„ Radmanni, and ſometimes Radmans. 1 ſcarcely know how to tranſlate this word, nor am I 


- acquainted witi its preciſe meaning. A gentleman of eminence in the law, at Eveſiom, informs 
me that, in Coke's Inſtitutes, nnn. 


+ One of the firſt acquired eſtates; as were alſo Badſey and Wickamford, here called Wiguene, 
and Huniburne. . 
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and five bordarers with one car. There are alſo four ſervants, and a mill, 
value five ſhillings, It was, and {till is, worth forty ſhillings. * 


The Abbey has Wiquene. + There are three hides of free land, and at 
Bradfortune 


* In Aldintona Hugo fl. Robert tenet x, vigats ter, et debet ſervitium Regis v. vergatis ; 
et vadit ad comitatum, et ad hundredum, et gelda cum aliis, = 


Rond. de Lacan tenet xj. vrg. apud Bretfert et debet ſervitium Regis, et bela: i pro 1. hida et 
dim. hida, et vadit ad comitatum et ad hundred. 


Dimidia hida Bovariorum. Dim. virga N Fr in autumno pro tribus diebus: decima 
eſt in manu propria. 


Una Cotlanda debet operari per ij. dies in hieme, in autumno per iij. dies, uſque ad feſtum 8. 
Martin. Si cenſant xij. et auxilium et paſn. et toln. et geld. et decimam Domino. 


Novem ſunt apud Aldintun. Si operantur, per totam ebdomadam debent operari preter ſabba- 
tum, eſt fi ſabbato aliquid opus fecerint vel ſummagium, reddatur eis; et die dominico ſumma- 
giant et non reddatur eis dies: et {i erciant non reddatur eis dies; et aux. et paſn. et toln. et geld. 
non chircheſet. De virga 1x. den. de wudeſelver ; non fiſſepeni, non hidwide ; et unaquaque 
caruca die Lunæ, a feſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad feſtum 8. Mariz in Martio, dimidiam acram: et 
unaquaque caruca in hieme j. acram, ſcilicet greſacram, (sic) et in eſtate quicquid poterit facere 
perque diem. Si cenſent, iiij. fol. et auxilium et paſn. et toln. et alias conſuetudines ; et debet 
metere per 1. diem, et arare, et falcare, et vineam fodere, et colligere, et fummagium. 


Tota decima in blado, in lino, in agnis, et ceteris fecibus, eſt Domini. 
Eccleſia de Wikewen habet xj. travas et dimidiam de Ruſticis de Aldintona. 


XI. Virgate et dim, ſunt apud Bretferton pertinentes ad Aldinton, Si operentur, per totam 
ſeptimanam debent operari preter ſabbatem, et die dominico ſumagiant, et fi die ſabbati, reddatur 
eis ſi aliquid fecerint : et ſi erciant, habeat diem: et fi ſumagiant, reddatur eis; et debent wudeſel- 
ver, et fiſſepani, et hidwude, et chircheſet, et aux. et toln, et geld. et ſervitium Regis, et arare a a 
feſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad Paſcha per diem Lune; et unaquaque virga debet arare 1. acram de 
Bene, (ﬆc) Et in eſtate unaquaque caruca quantum poterit ; et ſi cenſentur, iiij. ſol. et aux. et 
toln. et paſn. et chircheſet et alias conſuetudines; et debet metere et arare per 1, diem; et arare, 
et falcare, et vineam fodere, et colligere, et ſumag. 


Tota decima in blado, in lino, et in agnis, et ceteris fecibus, Domini eſt. 


+ In Villa de Wikewan. 

Wolterus Fruſſelu tenet 1. hidam terræ: pro dimidia geldat, et pro alia dimidia hida vadit ad 
Comitatum, et in ſervitium Regis, et arat in eſtate. 

| Fo  3Y a £5. 
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Bradfortum ſi hides. In the demefne ate four carucates, and fixteen villans, 
and ſeven bordarers with ten car. There is alſo à mill, value forty pence; 
and ten acres of meadow land. It was, and is ſtill, worth fix pounds. 


The fame Abbey has alſo Badeſei.* There, in the time of king Edward, 
there 


Jo * * * * tenet 1, virg. terr- et facit ſervitiuns Regis et deberet portare pannos cujuſ- 
libet Monachi per totam Anglian, in. expcaſy Dal Abhatis, o+ hes likertas ft i. voluntate Dai 
Abbatis et Cellerarii. 


Robertus tenet 14 virgam pro iiij. ſol. et arat cum aliis, et hoc eſt in voluntate Dni Abbatis. 


Quatuor ſunt virgæ Bovariorum. Unaqueque earum debet operari in autumpno per duos dies, 
& 2 ſeſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad ſeſtum 8. Martini debet unaquaque die portare furruginem apud 
Eveſtam ad opus Abbatis. Decima corum in manu ſua eſt, 


Bercharius debet cuſtodire oves fi fucrint, Debet operari per duos dies in ebdomada uſque ad 
autumpnum, et in autumn per iij. dies; et debet auxilium, et tolnum, et paſnagium. 

Porchlarius cuſtodiat porcos, et debet operari per js dies in ſeptimana uſque ad autumpnum, et 
in attumno per j. dies; et debet acxilium, et tolmum, et paſuagium. 

Quatuor ſunt Cotlandæ. A feſto S. Martini uſque ad vincula S. Petri debent operari per ſep- 
timanam ij. dies, et in autumno uſque ad predictum terminum iij. et debent decimas, et auxilium, 
et tolnum, et paſnagium. 
| . he fb 0 lint gb (lou, putging, 
chircheſet, et alias conſuetudines. 

In villa predicta ſunt xxxij. virg. Si operatinr, per totam ſeptimanam debent operari preter 
fabbatem, et die dotninico debent fummagium ſacete, et fi fecerint die ſabbati reddatur eis de 
wudſclvet ix. den ; ptima die qtadrageſimie +. den. de fſſepemi et de hidwude 1. Quadrigam, et 
geldif, et cittilivine, et 'tolernt, et paſnagium, et clilrcheſet ; et unaquaque caruca die Lame a 
ſeſto $. Michaelis tine ad antrumtiatiorrem 8, Mariæ dim. acram, et una quelibet virga 1. acram 
de Bene. Si cenſant ilij. pro virga, et chitcheſet, et auxillum, et tolnum, et paſnagium; et debet 
metete per 1. diem, et arate, et falcate, en eee eee et f 
herciat per i. diem, alia die fit quietus. 8 

Tota decima in blado, in lino, in agnis, et fn ceteris fecibus, Domini. 

Capella habet xiiij. tuuas (sic) de proprio blado n:, et habet dim. . e Dh 
quietas ab omni ſervitio. 


In villa de Baddeſteie Plilippus Seneſtalltis habet v. vitgitas et dim, Tres funt geldantes, dur 


et dimidia ſunt libere: et habet molendinum quod valet 1. tnareatn, Sacriſta de Eveſham debet 
b habere 
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there were fix hides and an half. In the demeſne are two carucates, * * * * 
and twelve villans with eight car. There are alſo four ſervants, and a widow- 


woman. It was worth fix pounds; now only three pounds and ten ſhillings, 


This Abbey has Liteltune. There, in king Edward's time, were ſeven 
hides. In demeſne are two carucates, and fifteen villans, and one Norman 
with two villans. Among them they have ſeven car, — There are. likewiſe 

I three 


habere decimam Seneſcalli in blado. Ricardus Franceis habet dim. hidam, et facit ſervitium 
Regis; et geldat cum aliis, et debet invenire Runcinum unum ad portandum pannos cujuſlibet 
monachi per totam Angliam, eund in expenſa Dni Abbatis. 


Duz virgæ ſunt Bovariorum. Unaquaque earum debet invenire ij. homines Tt 
totam ebdomadam. 


In autumno debet invenire unaquaque die ebdomadæ 1. hominem in opere Domini. 


In Villa illa ſunt xx}. virgæ et dim. virg. Si operentur, per totam nde debent cpanci 
preter ſabbatem, et die dominico debent ſummag ium facere, Si die Sabbati operantur vel ſuma- 
giant, reddatur eis die Lunz de wudeſelver ix. den. in inventione Sanctæ Crucis, nativitate 8. 
Johannis, exaltatione 8. Crucis, prima die Quadrageſima 1. den. de fiſſepeni, feſto S. Martini 1. 
quadr. de ligno ; ſcilicet hidwude, tolnum, paſnagium, chircheſet, et geld. et auxilium et carruc. 
Debet arare per unamquemque ebdomadam 1. dim. acram, uſque ad annutiationem S. Maria, et 

1. acram de Bene unaquaque virg. Si cenſant iij. et toln. et paſnag. et chircheſet ; et debet metere 
* 1. die in ebdomada, et arare, et falcare apud Hunilam, et adjuvare fodiendi vineam et colli- 
gendi, et ſumagium debet. Et ſi herciant, una die, alia die ſint quieti. 


Faber habet dim. virg. quietam ab omni ſervicio pro opere curiæ. 
Walter habet Cotlandam, et operatur per ebdomadam ij. diebus, et in autumpno-iij. dies, et 


auxilium, 
Fohannes ſimiliter, et auxilium. 


Wido Porcarius habet maſagium et v. acras pro cuſtodia porcorum, add aback het 
tio; et Dominus debet ei invenire corredium ſuum, de termino 8. Michaelis uſque ad feſtum 8. 
Martini in boſco. | 

Johannes Clericus tenet dim. virg. terr, pro xv111, den. 


rern 
preter decimam Seneſcalli. 


Capella habet xx1, l 
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three ſervants, and eight acres of meadow. —— 14 
be r eee 


The Es church poſſeſſes Huniburne. There were two hides and an half 
in the time of king Edward. — In demeſne are four carucates, and a prieſt, 
- and ten villans, and four bordarers with four car. Alſo four ſervants. It 
was worth three pounds; now four. There are eleven acres of meadow. 


This church has Ambreſleye : * this eſtate was anciently free + for three 
hides ; this is affirmed by the Abbey charters. But, in the time of king Ed- 
ward, there were reckoned up, woodland and cleared and together, fifteen 
hides, and three of theſe were free land. 


There are in demeſne five carucates, and thirty villans, and twelve bor- 
darers, and two prieſts, and two radmen, and ten herdſmen. Among them 
all theſe have twenty car. There, a ſhare 4 and an half in the fiſhery yields 
yearly two thouſand eels, and there are two mills, value eight ſhillings, and 
four acres of meadow land. A wood of two furlongs, and in Wich one 
falt-furnace. In the time of king Edward, and afterwards, it was worth 


eighteen pounds; now only fixteen. 
This 
* Another of Egwin's endowments, as was alſo Hampton. 


— 17 ogogtle Non EP ans 16x OO 
free of either. 


t 1 do not underſtand exactly whether here is meant a f/k-pond and the half of another, or the 
right of fiſhing in the river. The words are: nnen 


$ Droitwich, 


Il Ambreſlega Eccleſia tenet dim. hidam quietam ab omni ſervicio. 


Henricus preſbiter tenet terram quæ fuit Hunte, et terram Turberti, x unam Coteriam quz eſt 
inter has duas terras, de Villinagio Domini, pro viij. fol. Domus ejus eſt in cimiterio. Idem 
tenet 1. pratum quod fuit Henrici Clerici, et terram de Homme pro iij. fol. Idem tenet j. moram 
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This Abbey poſſeſſes Hantun. There were five hides in the time of king 
Edward. In Ofwaldeflau hundred. In demeſne are three carucates, and fif- 
teen villans, and five bordarers, and one Norman with four bordarers. 
Among them all, theſe have ſeven car. There are alſo eight ſervants, and 

I 2 ten 


ſuper Doverdale pro vj. den. Super dim. hidam quz adjacet ecclefiz, Sunt vj. ruſticl. Tres 
apud Northamptun et iij. apud Clegehamtun. 


Idem Henricus habet totam decimam ville, preter decimam de Dominio. Idem reddit x. lib. 
annuatim ad operationem eccleſiæ de Eveſham. Idem reddit annuatim Lx. ſol. Abbati. 


Ricardus fil. Mauritii tenet ij. hidas et dimid. pro feudo dim, mil. Idem tenet 1. molendi- 
num pro dim. marc. Idem habet iiij. ruſticos in Compekamton in Aon, 


In Hevedlega habet Abbas jij, Coterias, unaque earum debet operari in ebdomada per iij. dies. 
Scil. die Lunæ, die Mercurii, die Veneris. Iſti debent averia ſua in ovile Domini in note, Iſti 
debent tol. paſ. aux. Iſti debent vigilare in curia Domini cum preſens fyerits Iſti ebent bra- 
ciare et arare benerth. et bederipe. Si · coteria predicta cenſat, debet ij. ſolidos annuatim, et pre- 
dictas conſuetudines. Quatuor ſunt virge bovariorum. Iſti cuſtodiunt boves et arant per v. dies 
Domino: die ſabbati ad opus ſuum. Preter hoc iſti debent cuſtodire latrones, ſi fueriat, in curia. 
Si cenſat, virgatus iij. ſol. debet annuatim, et alias conſuetudines. 

Porcarius debet cuſtodire porcos, fi fuerint ; fi non, ij. fol. et tol, et paſ. et aux. et alias con» 
ſuetudines. 

Bercarius debet cuſtodire oves, fi fuerint; fi non 11. ſol. et omnes conſuetudines. 


Stephanus tenet 1. bordellum pro xij. den. 

Nickolaus Baſtard tenet 1. bordellum, et operatur die Lunz in ebdomada. 
Walterus cognatus Preſbiteri tenet 1. terr. de dominio, et dat iiij. ſol, | 
Randulfus tenet de bovaria 1. terr. et dat v. ſol. In Wilenkale Wudemanni Robertus, Ricardus, 
Oftertus dant pro terr. ſua xj. ſol. et dant tol. et paſ. et aux. ct arant ſemel in anno et ſemel 
metunt. h | | 

Alureduzs pro terra ſua dat jj. ſol. et tol. et paſ. et aux. 

In Barlega Harding et Vidua pro terra ſua dant XL. den. et tol. et paſ. et aux, et arant et 
metunt. 

Robertus pro terra ſua dat vj. fol. et tol. et paſ. et aux. et arat et metit. 
Oftertus Rugge pro terra ſua dat iiij. et predictas conſuetudines, 
Hugo Mac dat xxxij. den, et prediẽtas conſuetudines, 
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ten acres of meadow, and a new-made vineyard, and two mills, value 
twenty ſhillings, It was worth an hundred ſhillings ; now fix pounds.“ 


This 


Idem Hugo debet xij. den. pro 1. aſſarta. 
Aluredus de Forda dat ij. fol. et prediRa ſine arura. [araturas} 
Aluredus Wiſdom dat xij. den. et predict. fine arura. 
Thomas Clech dat xij. den. et predictas conſuetudines. 
Walterus Moledinarius dat v. fol. et predict. fine arura. 
In Wulmora viij. homines et 1. coteria quæ eſt intra firmam. Iſti dant xxvj. ſol. et predicta 
fine arura. 
Wilkelmus Wudeward dat xij. den. 
Ofbertus et Fordanus viij. fol. et predicta. 
Einulfus Goderale ij. et omnes conſuetudines. 
Ricardus fil. Aluredi xxviij. den. et omnes conſuetudines fine arura. 
Faber tenet terram ſuam pro ſervitio curiz et quietus eſt. 
Reginaldus fil. Ulf xviij. ſol. et conſuetudines fine arura. 
Aluredus fil. Ulf ii ij. fol. et conſuetudines fine arura. 
Robertus fil. Fordanis xviij. den. et conſuetudines fine arura, | 
In Havedlega Alexander et Aluredus iiij. fol. et conſuetudines ſine arura, 
Will. de Brome iij. ſol. et confuetudines, 
Nickolaus frater Molendinarii ij. ſol. et conſuetudines fine aratura. 
Eadwinus Fahel ij. ſol. et conſuetudines. 
Elyas ij. fol. et conſuetudines, fi non fuerit de bedeleria. 
Terra Torti ij. ſol. et conſuetudines fine aratura. 
Ambreſlega de conſuetudine debet reddere xv. ſextaria mellis, et iiij. milia anguillarium, et 1x, 
- virginti mitas falis, 


In Hamtona Willielmus Pintelthein tenet dim. hidam, et debet ire cum Runcino ſuo per totam 
Angliam ad portandum pannos cujuſlibet Monachi, in expenſa Abbatis. Idem tenet dim. virga- 
tam quam Arnaldus de Celario tenuit pluribus annis pro iij. ſol.  Hanc dim. virg. Abbas Adan ei 


accommodavit, ad tempus, pro Judea, quam predistus Willielmus durit in uxorem. 


| Quatuor virgz bovariorum ſunt; per totum annum virga debet invenire ij. homines ad carru- 

cam Domini. Et in autumpno ij. homines in ebdomada, et ad wid. (sic) oc. et ad fenum debent 
| adjuvare, et tollum, et paſnagium ; noc ch, nec decim. A b eee nec fifpani, nec hid. 
— Unde, 


Bercharius tenet vj. acras pro cuſtodia ovium, ſi fuerint ; et eſt quietus ab omni ſervitio: et fi 
non ſuerint, dabit xvi. den. 41 operabitur quantum 1. Cotlanda. 
Porcharius 
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This church has alſo four hides at Beningeorde,* and Urſo has five hides 
there, Theſe five hides Walter Abbot of Eveſham dereined +- at [ideberg,. at 
the junction of the four ſhires, in the preſence of the biſhop: of Bajeux, and 
2 

There 


Porcharius tenet dim, virg. pro cuſtodia porcorum, ſi fuerint ; et fi non fuerint, debet xvj. den. 
pro dim. terra virgæ; et fi non cenſat, operabitur quantum 1. Cotlanda. 

Sex ſunt Cotlandæ. E 
ij. dies; et tolnum. et paſnagium, et auxilium. 

Henricus Clericus dim. hidam pro x. fol. ſolebat operari, et geldat, et ſervitium Regis. 

Radulfus tenet unam virgam pro v. ſol. et tollum, et paſnag. et auxil. et debet arare, et falcare, 
et metere, et vineam fodere, et colligere ; & quando operabatur, pro virga illa ſicut alii homines in 
villa fecerint, fic et ille fecit, et omnes conſuetudines. 

Ricarduz tenet 1. virgam pro iij, fol. & vj. den. et auxil. et arat, 4 et colligit fenum, 
et vineam colligit, et ſervitium Regis, ; 

Hugo Sorel i. vhs en idea. l cheats 4 ot; a A hc 
colligit, et ſervitium Regis, 

XXiij. Virgæ ſunt. Si operantur, per totam ebdomadam debent operari, et fi ſabbato operen- 
tur, reddatur eis; die dominico ſummagiant : et in autumpno, in ebdomada, ij. homines de 
(sic) creis. Et fi meſſis operantium fuerint meſſata, debent accommodare Domino unaquaque die 
ij. homines ; et auxil. et tollum, et paſnage, et . den. et wudeſelver, et fiſpeni, et hidwude, et 


ſervitium Regis, a feſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad Paſcha, r drr die Lunæ, 
dimid. acram, et benarth, et chirſet. 


Si cenſarent, v. ſol. pro virga ; et auxilium, et arant, et metunt, et fenum et vineam colligunt, 
et paſn. et tollum, et ſervitium Regis. 


Galfridas Mareſcallus tenet ij. acras de dominio Abbatis, et hoc eſt in voluntate Abbatis 
Perruc apud Lorteburne debet operari die Lunæ in ebdomada, per totum annum. 


Molendinarius habet 1. dim. virgam, et 1. croftam, et l. pratum, et 1. molendium pro vi. 
den. in ebdomada per annum. 


Radulfus Arnald tenet Lillingehom, ſcil. 1. croftam, pro xij. den. 


®* Bengworth was acquired by Egwin, x3 his charter teſtifies. There is a liſt of the bordarers 
only of this place in the Cotton MS, 


+ Diratiocinavit : — a word difficult to render, and of which, as here applied, I do not know the 


6> HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES or THE - 


There are two carucates, and five villans, and two bordarers with two 
car. There are alſo fix ſervants. In the time of king Edward it was worth 
ſixty ſhillings ; afterwards fifty ſhillings ; now fixty ſhillings again. —_ 
Hund. 


Mortune 


exact meaning. I have therefore adopted an old Norman law-term which ſeems nearly of the ſame 
import. In certain other parts of Domeſday diratiocmavit appears to ſignify the reclaming or re- 
deeming an eſtate from mortgage. But we do not find that there was any mortgage in this caſe ; 
but rather that Walter was obliged to refign many of the poſſeſſions of this Abbey which had been 
unjuſtly acquired by his predeceſſor. — Perhaps ſome little light may be thrown on this ſubjeR, (at 
leaſt, a dry topic will be ſomewhat enlivened,) if I give from Hemingus [p. 80.] the particulars 
of a remarkable tranſaction concerning an eſtate at Bengworth, which may have had ſome connec- 

tion with the event here recorded, It ſeems however to relate more immediately to the four hides. 
mentioned juſt before in Domeſday as belonging to Eveſkam Abbey.—lIt was contended that Walter 
ought to hold theſe four hides under the biſhop of Worceſter, —** Concerning this buſineſs,” (ſays 
the placitum or decree of William I. which is preceded by an epiſtle of Gosfrid, biſhop of Conſtan- 
tia, and two others of William on the ſame ſubject,) * there aroſe a great diſpute between the 
abbot and the biſhop: the former, for a long time, unjuſtly excuſing himſelf, At length this 
cauſe. was tried and finally decided in the preſence of Gosfrid, biſhop of Conſtantia, whom the 
king had commanded to aſſiſt in putting his decree in force: — as alſo that he ſhould endeavour to 
come at the merits of the cauſe, and to decide juſtly between the contending parties, A great con- 
vention was accordingly held in Worceſterſhire of the neighbouring earls and barons, in the 
preſence of Gosfrid. The buſineſs was fully diſcuſſed, and the abovementioned claim was ſet up, 
over the abbot, by the biſhop. The abbot defended himſelf, The biſhop then appealed to lawful 
witneſſes who, in the time of king Edward, had been acquainted with the true ſtate of theſe affairs. 
— At length, according to the king's orders and a decree of the barons, the court proceeded to 
judgment; and, becauſe the abbot faid he had no witneſſes againſt the biſhop, it was adjudged by 
the court that the biſhop ſhould nominate his witneſſes, and, on an appointed day, bring them 
with him. That theſe ſhould then confirm the biſhop's allegations by an oath, and that the abbot 
might bring what reliques he pleaſed with him for the ſame purpoſe. This was agreed to by both 
parties. The appointed day arrived. Biſhop WIftan appeared, as did the abbot Walter, and the 
barons who had been preſent at the former promulgation of the decree. The abbot brought his 
reliques, namely, the body of St. Eguin. There were alſo preſent, on the part of the biſhop, cre- 
dible witneſſes prepared to take the above-mentioned oath, One of them was Edric, who in the 
time of Edward had been ſteers- man of the ſhip, and alſo leader of the troops which the biſhop 
had then provided in the ſervice of the king, Another was Kineward, who had been vicecomes of 
Worceſterſhire; one who had himſelf ſeen theſe things, and bare teſtimony of them. Simard alſo 
was a witneſs, a rich man of Seropſcyre, and Qfern, the ſon of Richard, and Turchil, of Warwic- 


W But many ſtill 
ſurvive 
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 Mortune* is poſſeſſed by the ſame Abbey. There, in the time of king 
Edward, there were five hides; but great part of this land has now been 
diſpoſed of elſewhere. In demeſne is one carucate, and ſeven villans, and 
two herdſmen, with four car. There are likewiſe fifteen acres of meadow- 
land. A wood of three roods long, and one broad. It was, and ſtill is, 


worth thirty ſhillings. Rannulf holds it of the Abbot. 


This Abbey has alſo Achelenz. There are four hides and an half. In de- 
meſne is one carucate, and three villans, and four bordarers with one car. 
There are alſo two ſervants, and fix acres of wood-land. In the time of king 

Edward 


ſurvive who were ſpectators of theſe lranſactions, and can teſtify of them. The abbot perceiving 
the oath preparing, and all the proofs ready, and that there were no other means of receding, took 
the advice of his friends, releaſed the biſhop from neceſſity of the oath, and compromiſed the diſ- 
pute. He admitted the whole claim of the biſhop, and entered into an agreement concerning it.” 
— The paper ends in a very warlike manner on the part of the biſhop and his followers. — And 
thus,” (it continues,) © there are among us lawful witneſſes, ſoldiers of St. Mary and of the biſhop, 
who are prepared to prove this, if neceſſary, by oath or by battle, againſt Rannulf, the brother of 
abbot Walter, (whom they ſaw in the aſſembly maintaining the cauſe againſt the biſhop,) if he 
ſhall deny to obſerve the agreement made between the two parties. We have alſo men of the 


ſacred order, both prieſts and deacons, who are prepared to affirm the fame under penalty of God's 
judgments,” For the agreement itſelf ſee the Appendix, 


* Mortun capella habet dim. virg. terr. et dat XXX. den. et 1. virg. liberam, et decimas ho- 
rum, exceptis hiis qui tenent de dominico, | 

 Radalfus liber homo tenet ij. virg. terr. quarum una eſt de dominico, et dat iij. ſol. 

Stephanus pro dim. hida et 1. crofta, 1. marca. 

Rob. de Micke tenet dim. hidam pro v. fol. et hoc injuſte. 


In eadem Villa ſunt rx. virg. Si cenſantur, unaqueque illarum dat v. fol. et conſuetudines. Si 
operantur, debent operari per iiij, dies in ebdomada, et in autumpno per v. dies; et debent auxi- 
lium, et theoloneum, et pannagium, geldum, et omnes conſuetudines. 


In eadem Villa ſunt ix. coteriæ. Si operentur per ebdomadam, debent operari per 7, diem in 
ebdomada, et omnes conſuetudines. 


Decima eorum eſt Domini. Si cenſantur, quilibet eorum dat ſecundum tenementum quod tenet. 
SupradiRa Villa reddit annuatim Coquinario Lx. fol. ad quatuor terminos ; Abbati vero xL. fol. 
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The Abbey poſſeſſes Buintun, There is one hide, and one carucate, and 
three bordarers, and three acres of woodland. It was worth twenty ſhillings ; 
afterwards fifteen; now only ten ſhillings, 


It has likewiſe Circelenz. There, in the time of king Edward, there were 
four hides of land. In demeſne are two carucates, and a prieſt, and three 
villans, and two bordarers, and four herdſmen, and one Norman. Among 
them all, theſe have three car. It was, and ſtill is, worth thirty ſhillings, 


In the city of Mireceſter the Abbey of Eveſham has twenty-eight tenements, 
Of theſe, five are laid waſte, and the reſt yield twenty ſhillings. 


Some eſtates“ this Abbey at one time poſſeſſed in the ſame 
county, but which were alienated before Domeſday furvey 
was made. From the ſame regiſter. [p. 177.] 


RSO poſſeſſes Uptune, and Herlebald holds it of him. Alwin, Abbot of 
Eveſham, had, and till ought to have it, according to the teſtimony of 


the county-courts, It was worth fixty ſhillings, now only fifty. 


The ſame Urſo has 'Witune, in Wick, and Gumfrid holds it of him. The 
church &f Fochen had it in the time uf 2 It was worth twenty 
fhillings ; now only fifteen. 


I Of theſe only the moſt curious kiforical matter, and the value are extraRted, 
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This land one Vuiet gave to the Eveſham church, and placed it, as an offer- 
ing upon the altar, at the time his fon Alviet was made a monk. This was 
done in the fifth year of king Edward's reign. Afterwards, the Abbot kein 
gave this eſtate to his uncle, to hold during life. This man was ſlain in the 
war of Harold againſt the Norwegians, and the church reſumed her eſtate be- 
fore the arrival of William into England; and that Abbot held it as long as 
he lived. His ſucceſſor, Abbot Walter, alſo held it for ſeven years.“ 


The ſame Urſo has Hantune. The Abbey of Evghham had it in the time of 
Edward. At that time it was worth four pounds; now fifty ſhillings only. 


This manor the Abbot of the aforeſaid Convent bought of a certain tenantf 
who had a right to ſell his eſtate to whom he pleaſed, in the time of king Ed- 
ward, and preſented his purchaſe to the church by means r 
upon the altar; as the n bear ! < - 


PA 4 


In Dodintret Hundred. [p. 175.] 


HE biſhop of Bajeux poſſeſſed Adtune, and Urſo held it of him. It 
belonged to the church of &. Mary of Eveſham, in the time of king 
Edward. Afterwards Urſo obtained it from the Abbey, by the exchange of 
another eſtate. He now holds it in fee of the biſhop of Bajeux. In the time 
of king Edward it was worth ſeventy ſhillings ; now four pounds. 


K The 


® Theſe are curious particulars. The ſurvey however does not tell us how it was loſt ; but it 
was probably one of the many eſtates which the crafty Egelwin had acquired, and which his ſucceſ- 
for Walter was obliged by Odo to refign. {See Lives of the Abbots.] 


+ Taino—mult here, I believe, mean a tenant in capite, Dr. Naſh has tranſlated it Thane, 
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The biſhop of Bajeux has Lenche and Urſo holds it of him, — Of this eſtate 
Giftebert, the ſon of Turold, gave two hides to the church of Eveſham, for the 
foul of earl William, and by the conſent of the king; and from this fund a. 
monk was appointed in the church.“ For two more hides Abbot Ei gave 
one mark of gold to king William, and afterwards, for his own ſoul, gave up 
this eſtate to the Monaſtery. To this, Gi/ſebert ſon of Turold, who received 
the money for the uſe of the kirig, is witneſs. Of theſe the Abbey was ſeiſed 
for many years, till the biſhop of Bajeux took them away, and gave them to 
Urſo. In king Edward's time it was worth one hundred and ten ſhillings; * 


terwards thirty ſhillings ; now forty- two ſhillings. + 


3 oP 2 


[P. 173. ] — Eilesford * Eunilade were at one time held by the Abbey of 


Eveſham of the biſhop of Worceſter, till the biſhop of Bajeux took them from the 
Abbey. Theſe lands were appropriated to the maintenance of the monks. 


 Poſſeſſions of Eveſham Abbey in Glouceſterſhire. Ip. 163. 


In Salemoneſberie ed. 


a 


HE church of St. Mary of Eveſham poſſeſſes Malgereſberiet at Edwardeſiou. 

There, in the time of king Edward, there were eight hides, and a 

- ninth hide belongs to the church of St. Edward. King Adelred xefigned it to 
this Monaſtery, — In demeſne are three carucates, and twelve villans, and 

| one 


* To pray for the ſoul of the above earl or comes. 
+ So it is ſpecified in Edward's charters. 
An original endowment called in the charter Meleygarefterrie. 
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one free-man, and a prieſt, having among them ſeven car. There are alſo 
fix ſervants, and a mill, value eight ſhillings, and a ſmall: piece of meadow- 
land. In king Edward's time it was worth an hundred ſhillings ; now ſeven 


Jonny 
The ſame church has Tedęſtrop. There are ſeven hides. . In demeſne are 


two carucates, and ten villans, and two bordarers with three car. There are 
K 2 alſo 


Called Tittleftrompe in the founder's charter. 


In Tetleſthrop Edgar tenet ij. virgatas terræ, et vadit ad Comitatum, et ad Hundredum pro terra 
illa ; et non debet habere niſi ſolam unam pro ſervitio Regis; et nihil facit pro dimidia hida niſi 
. et tenet terram 1. vel maſuagium ſuum 
antequam tenebant iij. bordarii. | 


Avelina tenet dim. hidam pro v. ſol. et debet 4 aux. ad feſt. 8. Michaelis, et debet facere 
beneripas, nn 


Tetra Maillerd itij. fol, et ij. bederipes, et aux. et ad foſtum A. Igwind 3. gall., et Greitium 
Regis ; et debet portare breve Abbatis, et debet ire in nuntium Abbatis, per totam Angliam. 


Molendinarius pro terr. et molendino viij. ſol. et bederip. et aux. 


Willielmus xij. ſol. et bederip. ſcil. xxiiij. homines, et aux. et toln. et paſn. 
Sewi ij. ſol. et bederip. et aux. et toln. et paſn. 

Oſebertus ij. ſol. et bederip. et aux. 

Walterus Tribe ij. ſol. et bederip. et aux. 

Alditha vidua xij. den. et bederip. et aux. 


Radulfus ij. ſol. et bederip. et aux. 


Sunt xx. virgæ ibi. Si cenſentur, unaquaque debet reddere per ann. ij. fol. et ij. bederip. et 5 
aux. et paſn. et chirſet; et unapuaque virga debet arare 1. acram quæ vocatur Benerthe. 


Predictæ virgæ fi debent operari, una quaque debet invenire hominem in opere Domini per 
totam ebdomadam, preter diem ſabbati. Si opus fuerit Dno quod operentur die ſabbati, et ſum- 
magium fecerint, tunc Dominus debet reddere eis quod accommodavit die ſabbati; et reddat die 
Lunæ. Et unaquaque virga debet dare ad pentecoſten vj. den. et ad nativitatem- S. Johannis 
Bapt. vj. den. ſcil. aletſelver, et 1. den. de fiflepeni prima die quadrageſs, et toln. et paſn. et aux. 
et totas conſuetudines; et ſi erciant, una die erciant et alia die. 


Tres ſunt bovarii qui tenent iij. virg. terr. Ar et die Veneris; et de. 
3 


Tota 
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alſo four ſervants, and one foldier with two car. Likewiſe —— 
n. ee e HY — 6a 


» 3 


This Abbey hes likewiſe Bortune.* There are ten hides, | In demeſie are 
fix carucates, and fixteen villans, and eight bordarers, and two free-men with 


ſeven car. . now 
1 | 


This nnch has Bradewelle. + There are * hides, and i in demeſne ſix 
q * 


Tota decima hominum de blado, et de agnis, eſt Domini preter decimam bovariorum, quod eſt 
ad placitum Domini. Capella prefatz Villz habet dim. hidam, et valet x. fol. pro omni ſervitio; 
et de hominibus Villæ habet xxviij. thravas pro omni decima preter linum; et nullum ſervitium 


facit Dao Regi, neque Dno Ville. 


* Bourton on the water was probably an original endowment; and the place called Bucktun in 
Egwin's charter, {poſſibly from the miſtake of tranſcribers,) is the ſame, I doubt not, with Bourton, 
anciently called urhtun. We cannot well ſuppoſe the founder meant Binton; which there are 
other reaſons to ſuppoſe was given ſome little time after the foundation. Much leſs can we ima- 
gine Binton to have been intended by 22 or Sildſwick: the only names beſide, concern- 
ing which there can be any doubt. 


+ In Bradewelle Walter miles habet duas hidas terr. quietas ab omni ſervitio, preter ſervitium 
Regis: et preter hoc, predictus Walterus iij. cotlandas liberas, et 1. virg. terr. annuatim pro ij. 
ſol. et 1. croftam quæ antiquitus ſolebat reddere 1. ſext. mellis, et viij. acras de dominio. | 

Reginaldus et Bernardus tenent 1. hidam terr. quietam ab omni ſervitio, preter ſervitium Regis. 


Eccleſia tenet 1. hidam terr. et debet ſervitium Regis, et debet ire in exercitum cum ſacco ſuo, 
et cum ttubla. (re) Ipſa debet habere ijj. garbas de blado Walteri, Reginaldi, Bernardi, Warini, 
molendarii, et totam decimam bovariorum in Villa de caſeo, et lana, et lino, et de aliis minutis 
decimis ; et de curia Domini triceſſimam acram de blado, et xxx. agnum, et xxx. caſeum, et xxx. 
porcellum, | 

Molendinarius debet pro terra et pro molendino viij. ſol. et iij. bederepes et aux. et toln. et 
paſn, | 

Sex ſunt virgæ quas bovarii debent habere, et debent operari die Lune quolibet per annum; et 
in autumno die Lunz, et die Veneris, et totum fenum Domini parare; et ad feſtum 8. Egwini 
_ debent xxiiij. gallinas vel vj. aucas ; et debent tolnagium et paſnagium. wg 


-ABBEY' AND BOROUGH or EVESHAM.: 69 


carucates, and twenty-five villans, and eight bordarers, and one Gon, 
and a prieſt. Theſe, among them all, have twelve car. In Glowecefter are 
four tenements, and one in Wicelcombe,' which return twenty-ſeven pence. 
The whole was worth eight pounds ; now twelve pounds. 


Roadland debet xxij. den. 


Serich xij. den. vel debet operari quolibet die Lun# per annum; et in autumno omni die 
Lunz, et die Veneris. 

Daniel tenet 1. virgam terr. de feld acris, et maſagium ſuum ; ſuper ij. cotlandas pro iiij. fol. 
et debet bederip. et aux. et non ſervitium Regis; et debet toln. paſn. et benarthe, et chirſet, in 
placito Domini. 

Puganus dim. virg. de feld acris pro ij. fol. et bederipe et aux. et toln, et paſn. et non be- 
narthe, nec chirſet, niſi in placito Domini. 

Willielmus de Duninton tenet v. virgas et dim, virgam quietzs ab omni ſervo, poster fervitium 
Regis, quas Walterus Abbas dedit predeceſſoribus ſuis injuſte ; et preterea tenet 1, virg. pro * * * # 
injuſte, 

v. virgæ ſunt apud Duninton de feld acris, quas Dominus tenet quietas ab omni ſervitio. 


Sunt xxxiiij. virgæ aliæ. Si cenſentur, unaquaque debet reddere iiij. fol. et bederip et aux. et 
toln, et paſn. et chirſet, et benarthe, ſcil. acram, et greſartèe. 


Si predictæ virgæ operentur, debent operari per totam ſeptimanam preter ſabbatum; et fi ſu- 
magium vel aliud opus fecerint die ſabbati, dominus reddat eis die Lunæ. Prima die quadrageſ- 
ſume unaquaque virga debet fiſpeni, ſcil 1. den. Et de eletſelver ad Pentecoſten vj. den. et ad 


nativitatem 8. Jobannis Bapt, Et ſi erciant, per 1, diem; alia die ſunt quieti. 

Duz garbz de blado de Duninton de decima ſunt Domini, et decima fetium, 

Decima Ruſticorum de Bradewell, et garbæ duz Walteri, wag Reginaldi, Warmi, molen- 
dinaril, ſunt Domini, 9 
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HIS Abbey poſſeſſes Swelle.* There are three hides, and nine villans, 
and two bordarers, and a prieſt, Theſe, among them, have four car, 


There are alſo fix ſervants. — It was worth four pounds; now five pounds. 
— In demeſne are three carucates. There is 3 a mill, value twenty 


ſhillings. 


This church has alſo Willerſei.F There are eight hides, one at Wiquenn,— 
In demeſne are three carucates, and fixteen villans, and four bordarers, and 
a prieſt 


Whether this is the place denominated Snella major in the founder's grant I cannot determine. 
| —: „ 


+ As elging cadeniiiith, — In the Cotton Mt, are the following notes concerning tenants 
here. | 

In Willerſeia Eccleſia tenet 1 virg. terr. cum maſagio quietam ab omni ſervitio, 
XXVII. Virgatz ſunt apud Willereſeie. Si operantur, per totam ebdomadam debent operari 
preter ſabbatum, et die domini&o.debent ſummagium facere ; et aux. et tol. et pas. et chircheſet, 
et wudeſelver, et ſiſſepeni; et per ſeptimanam unaque caruca a feſto 8. Michaelis uſque ad Paſch, 
debet arare dim. acram; et in eſtate debent arare quantum poterint una die; et debent falcare apud 
Eveſham iij. partes, et apud Hunham 1. partem, et colligere, et ducere, et vineam fodere, et col- 
ligere. Et de cres (sic) in autumpno ij. homines in ebdomada, uſque ad feſtum S. Martini. Si 
homines Villæ prius meſſuerint Domino, cotidie debent adjuvare Dominum, quouſque meſſuerit. 

Si cenſentur, pro virga iij. ſol. et aux. et tol. et pas. non chirſet; et arant, et metunt, et ſenum 
colligunt ; non wudſelver, non fiſſepeni; 6 et iij. partes apud Eveſham ; et vi- 
neam colligere, et fodere. 


Tees Cotlande, fi operantur, in ebdomada per ij. dies, et in autumpno per iij. dies; et aux. et 
tol. et pas. Si cenſant, jj. ſol. et aux. et tol. et pas. non ſervitium Regis. 


Tota decima ejuſdem Villz in blado, in lino, in agnis Domini eſt ; n 
dem Villz, 


ABBEY AND BOROUGH OF EVESHAM. 57 


a prieſt with fix car. There are alſo two ſervants, and a ſmall piece of mea- 
dow-land. It was worth four pounds; now one hundred ſhillings, | 


The Abbey has Weſtune likewiſe. There are three hides, and one free- 
woman. In demeſne are two carucates, and five villans, and a prieſt with 
two car. It was worth twenty ſhillings ; now forty ſhillings, 


This church poſſeſſes Stock. There are two hides. In demeſne is one 
carucate, and ſeven villans, and two bordarers with two car. There is like- 
wiſe one ſervant, It was, and ſtill is, worth forty ſhillings. - 


The Abbey has Hedecote. There are three hides. In demeſne is one 
carucate, and two ſervants, and four widows of villans lately deceaſed who 
bave one car, It was, and till is, worth twenty ſhillings. 


Theſe two villages the Abbey has entruſted to the care of two of its 
ſoldiers, 


In the Ferding* of Wicelcombe St. Mary of * had fifty-fix hides in the 
time of king Edward. 7 


In 
Ferdigo. | 
+ Befide the above particaler notices of each. pariſh, the MS. furniſhes us with the following 


general ones. 


T. R. E. In Wicwonia viij. hidas, iiij. carucz, viij. bovarii. Viginti ruſtici funt in Bretfor 
tona qui pertinent ad Wicwon, et xv. bordarii. 


T. R. E. In Badeſeia v. hidas et dim, iij. carucz, vj. bovarii, 1x. ruſtici, v. bordarii, 
T. R. E. In Aldinton 1. hid et dim. iij. carucz, vj. bovarii, ij. bordarii. 
T. R. E. In Benigworzi iijj. hid. ij. carucæ, iiij. bovarii, (j. Faber habet, ) v. acras, v. bordarii, 


T. R. Z. In Hanton v. hid. ilij. carucz, viij. bovarii, xiij. ruſtici, vj. bordarii, De hac Villa 

tenet 1. virg. terr. et dim. libere Albretha foror Abbatis ij. kid. (sro) et 1. virg. 

T. R. E. In Offelan xvj. hidz; viij. ex his jacent in Bretforton, et viij. in Littleton ; iii. 
Carucæ, 
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In WARWICKSHIRE. 


In Fernecumbe Hundred. Ip. 239.1] 


HE Abbey of Eveſham poſſeſſes in Mitehnvegford five hides. The land is 

of fix carucates. In demeſne are two, and three ſervants, and two 

maid ſervants, and four villans, and fix bordarers with two car. There is 

likewiſe a mill, value ten ſhillings, and which furniſhes twenty ſticks of eels. 

There are twenty-four acres of meadow-land. A wood of one rood long, 

and half a rood in breadth. In the time of king Edward it was worth forty 

ſhillings ; afterwards thirty; now fifty ſhillings. This eſtate was held, in 
Edward's reign, by Wigot. | 

This 


carucæ, viij. bovarii, xiiij. ruſtici plenarii, xilij. bordarii. Ex his xvj. hidis Ranulfus frater Abba- 
tis habet iij. hidas et 1. virg. terr. libere. Ranulfus Travers 1. hid. et 1. virg. de dominio. Withe- 
lard iij. virg. de dominio. Anſgerus 1. virg. de dominio. QOfternus 1. hidam liberam, — 
1. hidam liberam. Hugo Mareſcaldus 11. hid. et dim. de dominio. 


T. R. E. In Litleton vj. hid. iij. carucæ, vij. bovarii. Monaſterium dim. hid. ij. ruſtici; 
unus ex his tenet dim. hid. et xj. totidem virgatz, v. bordarii. 

T. R. E. r th. hid. iij. carucz, vj. bovarii, Monaſterium 1. hid. . ij. 
bordarii. 


T. R. E. In Hetheslench iij. hid. et dim. 1. caruca, ij. bordarii, v. ruſtici. Duo ex his tenent 
ij. virg. et tres alii unuſquiſque dim. virg. 


T. R. E. In Chirclench iiij. hid. quas Walterus Abbas de dominio dedit Urſoni de Abetot, fine 


| Capitulo, 


T. R. E. In Lenchwic x. hidz, v. cirute, x, bovarii. De his x. hidis Walterus Abbas dedit 
hominibus ſuis vi. hid. et 1. virg. Set due hide antea erent liberz, et HJ. hid. et 1. virg. de 
dominio. In eadem Villa Hugo nepos Abbatis tenet ij. hid. et dim. Turfenus 1. hid. de domi- 

x nio. 
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This Abbey has alſo in Sandburne three hides. The land is of four caru- 
cates. In demeſne there is one, and two ſervants, and two villans, and four 
bordarers with three car. A wood one furlong in length, and half a furlong 
in breadth. r K | 


in Salford the Abbey has two hides. The land is of fix carucates. In de- 


meſne there is one, and two ſervants, and nine villans, and five bordarers with 
ſeven car. There is alſo a mill, value ten ſhillings, and which furniſhes 


twenty ſticks of eels, . A meadow fix raods and an half in length, and one 
and an half in breadth. It was worth forty ſhillings ; now is worth fixty 


ſhillings. 


The fame church has in Cheneverton three hides, which Rannulf holds of 
the Abbey. The land is of five carucates. In demeſne is one, and three 
ſervants, and three villans, and two bordarers with one car. A mill alſo of 
three ſhillings value. Meadow-land one vio var. N agrees 

L. 


nio. Thurkil 1. hid. de dominio. rr 
Godwinus de Hokenarton dim hid. de dominlo. Firma x. lib. 


T. R. Kanuti, In Baddebi iiij. hidas, v. caruc. x. bordarii, viginti et 1. ruſtici, x1. bordarii. 
Monaſterium dim. hid. Ruſticus in eadem Villa qui dat xiiij. fol. pro opere ſuo. In hac Villa tenet 
femina Gosfridz fratris Abbatis ij, hid. terr. et dim. libere. Wilkelmus fil. Gosfridi” 1. hid. de do- 
minio. Morcarius 1. hid. et 1. virg. et 1. bordell. de dominio; feit. dimid. hid eſt libera. 
Algerus 1. hid terr. Mergetus II. virg. de dominio. Levericus dim, hida de dominio, et ij. bor- 
dell. terre libere, Firma Ville x, lib. 


In the account of one of theſe pariſhes, (but of which, as the preceding leaf of the MS. is cut 
out, it cannot now be aſcertained,) the fallowing very curious remark in Engliſh-is inſerted. 


4 Mem.—That the parſon is not goad ta the poor in three things. 
I, That he hath more ſheep than he ſhould have. 


II. That when the poor tenants do fold their ſheep, then the parſon keeps bis ſheep upon 
the hill, | 


NIL That the parſon erich up his gon, and the tenant boi ben ehe gel by hs cate." 
By gore and gorith I underſtand graſi—The reſt is eaſily underſtood. 


74 HISTORY/ AND) ANTIQUIT1ES:. OFTHE | 


in breadth. It was worth forty ſhillings ; afterwards five ſhillings ; now 
twenty. 9 : {. ASS + RN n 


This Abbey poſſeſſes in Wilelei three hides./:The land is of four catucates 
There are“ * * * *, ſHere the ſurvey breaks off abruptly. 
—_—_—__— = | — — 1 


In NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


: 


In Graveſend Hundred. Ip. 222.] 


HE Abbey of Eveſham poſſeſſes four hides in Liceberge. The land is of 

ten carucates. In demeſne there are two, and eight villans, and fix 
bordarers with five car. It was, and ſtill is, worth forty ſhillings. Levenot 
held them free, in the time of king Edward.* 


THE 


The abovementioned MS. [Veſp. B. XXIV.] contains a fort of collateral furvey of this 
Abbey's poſſeſſions, which ſeems however to have been taken conſiderably later than Domeſday. 
It extends throughout the whole county of Worceſterſhire : but I have omitted every thing that 
has no relation to my plan. In ſome parts it reſembles Domeſday a good deal, in manner ; but, 
on certain diſputed poſſeſſions, tells often a very different ſtory. — 
— In+  n be k DE; 12:1 1 


. 3 # EE © 
” - w 4 A 1 6 — 


In Valle de Eveſham. 


ern hidzs, et non geldant; cu emob alk 
et iijj. inter homines. Modo valet C & X. fol. | 


Stephanu filius Wolfwi iij. hidas ; Herewardus v. hidas in Eunelade, 
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THE whole this Abbey poſſeſſed at the time Domeſday was written, inde- 
pendently of eccleſiaſtical profits and returns in kind, amounts to the yearly 
ſum of one hundred and twenty-nine pounds. This increaſed in the proportion of 
twenty-three to one, which nearly agrees with the relative value of money at 
that and the preſent time, will ariſe to the ſum of two thouſand nine hundred 
and firty-ſeven pounds: — a very comfortable allowance for the nal number 
of — ů —— 


L 2 N In 


Has duas terras Dailesford et Eunelade tenuit Abbas de Eveſiam de Epiſcopo Wireceſtrizz, quouſ- 
que Epiſcopus Bajocenſis de Abbatia recepit ; et iplee-terrz fuerunt de victu Monachorum. 

— Croppetornam-eum Andertona. (esc. ) Thi L. hid. De hoc manerio tenet Robertur Diſpenſa- 
tor x1. hidas, et Abbas de Eveſham v. hidas in Hamtona, de quibus Epiſcopus Wireceftrie, tempore 
Regis Edwardi, tantummodo geldum habuit. 2 De coder Manero tenet 
Abbas de Eveſham iiij, bidas in Beningworth, 

He tries Of W quite aku HALLS A ee es 
Abbatis Agelwini, A&un, Hamtun, quam Inardus Parler tenet ; Uptun, Wittun, dimidiam hidam. 


AFun erat de dominico Eccleſiæ, tempore Regis Edwardi, ſimiliter et tempore Regis Willielmi x11. 


annis. Poſtea vero dedit Abbas Egelwinus prefatam terram Adun pro alia terra guæ Beningworth 
vocatur ; quia erat juxta Eccleſiam fita, Quam Beningworth Eccleſia in dominico habuit, quanto 
tempore prefatus Abbas vixit. Sed, defuncto eodem Abbate, Urſo utraſque terras, Benninchworth 
videlicet et Afun, per vim invadendo, retenuit ; et Eccleſia omnino injuſte perdidit. 


' Hamptun, et Upton, et Mittun, quidam milites Urſonis, pro ſervicio, tenuerunt de Eccleſia. Sed, 
poſt mortem Abbatis, 9 nullum ſervicium potuit habere. 


| Leinch Bernardi vocatur quzdam villa jurta Abbatiam fita, ubi ſunt iii. hidz: ex quibus Ec- 
cleſia habuit ij. hidas in dominico, tempore Regis Edwardi, Deinde, tempore Regis Willielmi 
Senioris, Abbas Agelwinus alias duas hidas de eadem villa, cum pecunia Eccleſiæ, a Gilberto filio 
Turoldi, concedente eodem Rege Willielmo, emit ; multiſque annis, vivente eodem Abbate, Ec- 
cleſia eas fimul in dominico habuit. DefunRo vero eodem Abbate, fimul has iiij. hidas, favente 
fibi Odone Epiſcopo, Urſo per vim obtinuit ; et Eccleſia eas injufte perdidit, Aliam villam, qua 
Chyrck-Lench vocatur, de dominico Abbas Walterus fibi eo tenore conceſlit, ut, eo vivente, prefa- 
tam terram pro ſervicio teneret ; et, puſt mortem ejus, ad Ecclefiam rediret. Poſt mortem Abbatis 
Walterii, nondum hic Abbate exiſtente, Henricus Rex fervicium Randulf fratris Abbatis fibi con- 
ceſſit, quod tamen, ante mortem fuam, quia injuſte illud invaſerat, coram multis teſtibus Ecclefize 
reddidit. Plures fuerunt ali vill quas Eccleſia habuit temporibus Agelwini Abbatis, et aliorum 
Abbatum fibi precedentium ; ſed Odone Epiſcopo faciente injufte Abbatia expoliata exiſtit : quas 
Regis Barones plurummodo habent, et Ecclefia caret. 

In 
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In theſe extracts from Domeſday we find no mention of two capital eſtates as 


any part of the Abbey's poſſeſſions: viz. Badby and Newnham in Northampton- 
ſhire, and the eſtates near Pemwortham in Lancaſhire, The former is expreſſiy 


ſaid, in the liſt of benefactors, to have been given by Canute, long before the 
conqueſt, and was certainly part of its endowments, at one period, after it. 
May we not ſuſpect that the abovementioned liſt was drawn up, at rendom, 
by ſome retainer to the Abbey, who was willing to make its poſſeſſions of as 
early a date as poſſible, that they might ſeem more firm and incontrovertible? 

Penwortham 


In eadem villa habet Willems de Sevecurt fiij. manfuras, fine Capitulo. 
Item in eadem villa habet Paganus Clericus v. manſuras, fine Capitulo. 
Conftantinus Vs 
Einulfus 1» 
De Burgo xvj. manſurz, dono Mauricii Abbatis, et Rodberti Abbatis, fine Capitulo, 
Conſtantinus, id (s1c) es, Radulfus Diſpenſator iij. virgatas de Villanagio, dono Rodberti Abbatis, 


Capitulo. | 
| Alboldus dimidium hidam de Villanagio, dono Mauriti Abbatis, fine Capitulo, 


Millielmu: de Sevecurte tenet Meſtune, dono Rodbert? Abbatis, fine Capitulo, 

Idem Willietmus tenet Hildeburthewethe, dono ejuſdem Abbatis, fine Capitulo, 

Radulfus Pincerna tenet Withlakesford in feudi-firmam pro iiij. libris, — Abbati, 
ſme Capitulo, 

Idem Radulfus tenet Graftun, dono Mauritii Abbatis, fine Capitulo, 

In Huniburge habet Paganus Clericus 1. hidam de villanagio, dono Mauritii Abbatis, fine Capitulo. 

In Eveſham habet Robertus Smalbert unam manſuram, dono Roberti Abbatis, fine Capitulo, 

Glouc.—8. Mariz Bortone, x. hidas; Bradewell, x. hidas ; Malgareſbury, 1x. hidas ; Swelle, iij. 
hidas; et 1. hidam ad Wicruenmam. Millarſei, viij. hidas. Weftone, iij. hidas. Stoke, ij. hidas. 


Hedicote, iij. hidas. Tatleſthorp, vij. hidas. 
N. B. This feems to have been added to the bottom of the page, ol 26 dave Nitde conntfiton with wht yrocedrdite Glens tt. 


Simon Diſpenſator tenet Ulebergam pro xxv. ſolidis, dono Rodberti Abbatis, ſine Capitulo, et ſuper 
excommunicationem Sante Marie et S. Egwini patris noſ ri. 

 Willielmus Silvanus tenet 1. hidam apud Goldoram, (aic) pro x, ſolids ad firmam per aunum, et 
detinet cenſum per vim, defeftu Abbatum, 

* Willielmus Meldrope dimidiam hidam, dono Rodberti Abbatis, contradicente 


"Randulfus frater Abbatis Walter habet in Withelega ij, hidas de dominio. In Kinewartuna iij. 
hidas de dominio. In Stoke jj. hidas de dominio. In Liteltona ij. hidas et dimid. In Bretfortona 
1ij, hidas et 1. virgatam, dono Walters Abbatis, contradlcente Capitulo. 
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——— ee called in the founder's charter Mayeldefteordy 
and Sidfwick, to the names of which I can find no reſemblance either in 
mn 


Our enquiry into the remaining part of the eſtates of this foundation will 
not be very long. Its acquirements after the conqueſt do not ſeem to have 
increaſed with the rapid proportion in which they were accumulated before 


Williemus r aue lb ih —— 
ij. ſunt liberæ. 

Willielmus de Dunitune habet in Dunitona v. virgatas et dimid. de dominio, et ſedet in dominica 
manſione Abbatis, dono Walterii Abbatis, contradicente Capitulo. 

Hugo Travers habet v. virgatas in Liteltona de dominio, dono Walterii Abbatis fine Capitulo. 


| Hugo de Bretfortun babet in Bretfortun jj. hidas et dimid. done Maltesii Abbatis, fine Capitulo. 


| [To this ſucceeds a liſt of the names of certain knights or ſoldiers of the king who held of the 
Eveſham church above fixty-four hides; . ION" NP Eur 
It then proceeds as follows: ] 


In Londiniis Eccleſia $. Michaelis de Cornhulle pertinet ad Eocleſiam de Zvgfham cum tribus do- 
mibus, et reddit annuatim Eccleſi ij. marcas, et ſemel in anno ignem, ſalem, et litariam. 

Eccleſia de Hildendona habe 1. hidam. Dimidium hidz eſt de dominio Domini, quam Milo 
Criſpin dedit Waltero Abbati ad faciendum boſpitium ſuum ; et predicta dimidia hide pertinet ad 
Ecclefiam. Ipſam Eccleſiam dedit Eccleſiæ de Eveſham Brian fil. Comitis ; et reddit annuatim 1. 
marcam, et unum hoſpitium invenit integrum Abbati per annum; et, fi iterum venerit, ignem, 
ſalem, et litariam. 

In Wireceſterſire, xx. hidas, et v. hidas, et dim. hid. et xij. acras. 

In Gloceferfre, Li. bidas 

In Warrawigfire, xx. hidas, et 1, virgatam. 

In Norhamtonfire, iiij. hidas. 

In Staffordſire, ij. hidas. | 

Summa C. et Lyj. hidas, decanted 4; 

The intelligent reader will eaſily perceive that theſe extracts, though Aenne fr 
tences word for word from Domeſday, are by no means a copy from it, but rather an enumeration 
of the heavy loſſes the Abbey had ſuſtzined by means of the Norman Abbots; who, preſuming 
probably on the king's partiality, had enriched their friends and dependants with its poſſeſhons. 
—Beſides being a curiolity in themlelyes, thele extracts throw conſiderable light on the nature of 


our ancient tenures. 
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that time. Eccleſiaſtical emoluments will moſt of all fell our account; 28, 
in theſe, much aſſiſtance is derived from the extenſtve collections of Dr. 
Naſh: to which however confiderable additions are made from other quarters. 
Theſe extracts will tend to elucidate likewiſe the temporal poſſeſſions of the 
Abbey, and, in ſome inſtances, ſhew their ſtate at the preſent time, 


Churches i in and near Beelen, of which the Abbots of that 
place were once the Proprietors. 


— 


I. All Saints, N Eveſham : — both formerly appropriated to the 
II. &. Lawrence, Abbey, to which they ſerved as ſubordinate chapels. 
The prieſts who ſerved them were called chaplains, and had the ſame allow- 
ance with the monks, They are now united; and, as &. Lawrence- is almoſt 
in ruins, induction to All Saints only is taken. ö 
the Eaſter offerings, and the contribution of the inhabitants, Welty 


III. Bengwortk: F Peter, of 
which, as well as of the two former churches, a farther account will hereafter 
be given. | 

IV. Hampton, magna et paroa, — The 5 dedicated to St. Andrew, 
was, after the diffolution, annexed to Ci Church College, Oxford. In this 
church, according to Mr. Hahingdon, there was formerly ſome curious painted 
glaſs, 1 —ᷣ— — Me mem 
been deftroyed. | 


. Dries. Th church is dedicated to &. Leonard, and the living 
/ Cao a edge, epareptingitsGie igbad. The 
| - manor 
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manor continued with the crown till about the ſame period ; when it was: 
given to the famous earl of Leiceſter, from whom his brother, Ambroſe Dudley, 
earl of Warwick, inherited it. Afterwards it paſſed through various hands. 
In Mr. Habingdon's time it was held by a William Canning, It nom $6709} 
belongs imm. A ; hw 


VI. Church-Honeyborn, —— This wing, after the difolution, 1 
the Carell family, of Harting, in Suſſex. It was teft by Sir Thomas Carell be- 
tween two daughters, his coheireſſes. One of theſe daughters was married to 
Richard, viſcount Molineux ; the other to Henry Parker, lord Morley. Thomas 
Habingdon, of Hindlip, by marrying lord: Morley's. daughter, afterwards in- 
herited it: from hom it deſcended to the Compton's of Hartbury. — The 
lands in this pariſh, after the diſſolution, were, for the greater part, given to 
the dean and chapter of Weſtminſter ;- the reſt to Philip Hoby, knight, of Biſ- 
ham, in Berkſhire. The manor of Poden, likewiſe in this pariſn, was once 
the property of the Hobys ; but now of Walwyn Graves; Efq. of Mickleton, in 
Glouceſterſhire, grandſon to the very reſpectable antiquary and hiſtorian 
Richard Graves, Eſq. — The inhabitants of Honeyborn had, while connected 
with the Abbey, ſeveral cuſtoms remarkable enough to merit notice. Some 
account of one of theſe, a yearly proceſſion to the Abbey, | give from a Latin 
48a vas aan 6 & | 


0. Danes biſhop, c. — to the beloved ſons of God the Abbots of 
Whnchecombe, and Gloucefler, and Hayles, in the dioceſe of Worceſter, health 
and apoſtolic benediction.— It appears from a petition lately exhibited to us, 
that the inhabitants of the pariſh of Honiborn have, for theſe fix and twenty 
years paſt, continued a-cuſtom, — that one perſon from every houſe there 
ſhould annually in Pentecoſt, go in proceſſion to the Monaſtery: of Eveſham 
with a croſs and banners carried before. them, and there pay ſeverally the 
ſum of one farthing for each houſeholder in that pariſh. But as it appears 
that many other tenants and dependants of the above Monaſtery are alſo ac- 
cuſtomed to go thither in proceſſion at the fame time, and that, by their 
meeting in the way thither with each other, many grievous contentions and 


CT ROY S them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves the honour of precedency, and that from thence many mutilations, 
and even many murders have arifen ; — to avoid in future theſe dangerous 
diſſenſions, we ordain that they now ceaſe from their long-eſtabliſhed cuſtom 
of proceffion ; but that they nevertheleſs continue, as before, to pay each 
| houſeholder one farthing to the above Monaſtery, at the accuſtomed ſeaſon 
of Pentecoſt. As moreover it is aſſerted by the inhabitants of the vicinity, 
that the aforeſaid village is diſtant about three miles from the Monaſtery, 
and that the above tenants and dependants, ſufficiently numerous in them- 
ſelves, and moreover elated by a confidence in the favour of their lords the 
Abbot and reſt of the Monaſtery, have not feared to erect the horn of pride 
and defiance againſt the ſaid inhabitants of the vicinity, through which they 
were uſed to paſs, we have been, on the part of the ſaid inhabitants, humbly 
fupplicated that we would deign to provide for their future ſecurity by guard- 
ing againſt evils and dangers of this kind,” The paper then fmiſhes by pro- 
hibiting theſe curious proceſſions, and threatening with excommunication 
thoſe who ſhall dare to perſevere in them, 


. VIE Offenham. The church is dedicated to St. Mary and St, Millburgh. 
After the diſſolution the profits of the living devolved to Chriſt Church College, 
m Oxford, This college ſtill preſents to the curacy, but neither inſtitution 
or induction are now uſed. — The landed property was firſt granted to Sir 
Philip Hoby, whoſe nephew Sir Edward Hoby fold it. It afterwards came into 
the poſſeſſion of the Hazlewoods. From them it paſſed into ſeveral hands. 
Part however was purchaſed by Mr. Freeman, and this devolved to Mr. Bund, 
— Richard Bromęſgrove, Abbot of Eveſham, about the year 1418, built a new 
room at Offenkam; with a window of fine painted glaſs, repreſenting the ſa- 
lutation of the Virgin Mary. He alſo completely repaired the chapel of the 
manor-houſe there, at the expence of three and twenty pounds. We are 
alſo informed by Leland, that Clement Lichfield, the laſt Abbot but one, built 

(or rather rebuilt,) an houſe in this pariſh which had always been a ſort of 
country reſidence for the Abbots of Evaſiam. Finding the diſſolution of his 
Abbey inevitable, he reſigned ; R I I ones Ay 
as now | 


vm. The 
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VIII. The three Tittletons, South; Middis, and North, all belonged. (as did 
likewiſe their churches or chapels,) to the Evgham foundation. There is now 
no church at North Littleton: but the parſonages of the other two belong to 
Chriſt Church College, in Oxford. Aſter the diſſolution all three were given 
to Thomas Leigh ; but the property is now in various hands. North Littleton 
is, at this time; the property of many. Of South Littleton; Lord Coventry is 
lord of the manor and p land-holder. Middle Littiefon now belongs to 
Sir ne e who is _ both here and at North Littleton. 


. — 


IX. Norton: aud Lasheak a- Ot theſe the! frſt'only bas 8 church. The 
great tythes of this were by Henry VIII. granted to Moregſter cathedral. Both 
pariſhes were, at one time, the property of the great monopolizer here, Sir 
Philip Hoby. At preſent lord Craven has'the manor: I 
2 8 were rar dent] 7 jt 


X. Badſey :—to which Aldington is a chapelry. The durch, dedicated to 
F. Jumer, is 4 donative, and no inſtitution or induction is required. This 

church, together with five others in the vale; viz. Hampton, Wickamford, 
Middle and South Littletons, and Offenham, was, by the pope* authority, ex- 
empted from all epiſcopal juriſdiction, and appropriated to the Convent of 
Eveſham ; which received. the tythes of the whole pariſh, and ſerved it by one 
of its monks. It is now appropriate to Chriſt Church College in Oxford, which 
appoints a ſtipendary prieſt. —Both Badſey and Aldington were once poſſeſſed 
by Sir Philip Hoby. The firſt of theſe is now in various hands; the latter be- 
longs to lord Foley. 


o 
— 
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XI. Wicemford, or Wickamford, called Wickwan in the charter of Kenred 
and Offa, and Wiquene in Domeſday, was one of Egwin's original endowments. 
The church is dedicated to &. Jom Baptiſt, and was granted by Henry VIII. 
to Chriſt Church in Oxford, The property, after the diſſolution, fell to the 
Throckmortens ; and afterwards to the Sandys family, where it now remains. 


XI. Omberſley, called ancientiy Ambreſſey, (the name of which is by Ken- 


. is alſo. to be found in the original 
| M charters. 
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charters, The Abbey of Eveſham obtained the appropriation of the church, 
(dedicated to St. Andrew,)' in the year 1326. For this William, then Abbot. 
of Eveſham, paid yearly to the biſhop of Worceſter thirty ſhillings. It now 
belongs to lord Sandys. The manor fell to the crown at the diſſolution; and 
by the accounts of the bailiffs, it appears produced then the yearly ſum of 
one hundred and fixty-three pounds ten ſhillings and two-pence halfpenny. 
Through various hands it paſſed into the Sandys family, who till retain it. 


XIII. Oldborough, called formerly Olberge, and which is the fame place I 
preſume that is, in Egwin's charter, called Ulbeory, came into the hands of 
Thomas Foley, of Stoke-Court, in Herefordſhire ; from whom, through va- 
rious hands, it paſſed by purchaſe to Jom Peſhall; clerk of Guildford, (I ſup- 
poſe the late Rev. Sir Jokn Peſhall,) for the ſum of five hundred pounds, — 
The property, at firſt, belonged to Valentine Knightly; afterwards to Pack- 
wood, Eſq. who fold it to the truſtees of the or eden 


XIV. Stoney, or Abbots Morton. No accords is given by Dr. Naſh of the 
church, or the hands it fell into, after the diſſolution. The property fell to 
the all-graſping Sir Philip Hoby, but is now in various hands, 


In WARWICKSHIRE. 


& INTON, a large aA Alt was given by St. Egwin* at the foun- 

B dation: but was afterwards, with other poſſeſſions, wreſted from 

the Abbey by Alferus, or Efere, who expelled the monks in favour of ſecular 
Canons. 

| II. Wixford. 


® The ſhort notices of theſe pariſhes are chiefly. extracted from Dugdale's Warwickſhire, But 
Binton does not appear among the founder's acquirements. The place called in Egwin's charter 
Bucktun ſeems rather to apply to Burktun, or Bourton on the water. Binton is however noticed in 
Domeſday among the Worceſterſhire eſtates, and is there called Buintun, 
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II. Wixford: — This place, in the Conqueror's time, (but Domeſday ex- 
preſſiy ſays in king Edward's time,) was held by one Wigot or Weyth, This 
en rien ie hee graniifnte the Gann Gen. cat of eee | 
is one of the eſtates which the rapacious Godwin ſeized. But it again reverted 
to the Abbey by purchaſe, in the reign of the Confeffor. | 


III. Ardens Grafton, — Here the Abbey had a ſmall portion of land given 
it by the abovementioned Wigot, which was, in 964, confirmed to it by Va, 
his heir, who was buried here, This date differs from that in the liſt of be- 
p nefactors, which is 973» 


IV. Weathle. — This village, fituated near the river Arrow, is among the 
endowments procured by Egwin himſelf. In Domeſday it is called Wilelie. 
In the time of Henry II. it was held of the Abbey by Ranulf Kinwarton. In 
the thirteenth year of Edward the firſt, the Abbey, as it appears, challenged 
a court-leet and ſome other privileges; all which were allowed. In the reign 
of Richard Il. the monks added to their poſſeſſions here, by purchaſing from 

one William Patty, a freeholder, two meſſuages conſiſting of one yard land 
= an half, and three acres of meadow-ground, All this, at the diſſolution. 


fell to the crown. 


V. Samburn : — ſo called from a little ſandy brook near it, was alſo given 
by the founder. The Abbot of Eveſham, in the reign of Edward I. claimed 
here the ſame privileges as at Meat le; and theſe privileges were allowed. 


VI. Kingle :— made once part of the pariſh of Kinwarton ; but, before the 
fifth year of Henry III. had become a pariſh itſelf. At that time Stephen de 
Ragley granted to Eveſham Abbey one hundred and fifty acres of land in this 
place. The Abbot here likewiſe claimed the ſame privileges as at Sambourne 
and Weathle. - He had moreover at this village an aſſize of bread and beer, 
and right, by preſcription, to erect a gallows. One Richard Borduit is re- 
corded to have deprived the monks of fifty acres of the land they poſſeſſed 
here; but his pretext for ſo doing is not now known. 
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VI. Hillborough. — By whom this was given to the Abbey cannot now be 
diſcovered. It was however ſoon wreſted from' it. In the time of William 
ee Robert, then Abbot of Eveſham, pO 1— 2 


VIII. Imington. — No land W to We to the Abbey. 
The church was, in 1291, valued at thirty marks; out of which one mark 
was paid in pentfion to the Abbey. In the reign of Henry VIII. it was va- 
lued at thirty pounds, and then the yearly 1 7 22 Was 

„ 5 


IX. King's Broom. — This place, which wet north-eaſt fide of the 
Arrow, was given in p11, ſoon after the foundation. of Eveſham Abbey, by 
Ceolred, king of Mercia; and was, with other eſtates, wreſted from the 
Abbey by Odo, biſhop of Bajeux, and half brother to William 1, Odo gave 
it to one Oſterne, who mortgaged it to Egelwin, the then Abbot of Eveſham, 
for four marks of gold. As he could not pay the mortgage, it once more 
reverted to the Abbey. Ahern hoth Ode dud Beediis were dead. the heir 


of QMerne ſeized it again. 


X. Salford Prior . alſo on the river Arrow. It contains Dunnington, 
and two other hamlets. A ſalt ſpring found here in the year 313, gives 
name to this place. It was part of the founder's endowment, but did not 
continue long with the Abbey. In Edward the 'Confeffor's reign, Godiua, 
wife to earl Leofric, poſſeſſed it. After the conqueſt it was given to the 
canons at Kenilworth, at which time the then Abbot of Eveſham ſued again 
for it. At length an agreement was concluded that the Abbey ſhould have 
thirty ſhillings a year penſion from the canons. CF * nine- 
teenth year of Edward I. s by; 


XI. en eee euren o been and e 
e oor e mmm 4 was made. 


FROM 
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4 


"ROM. the accurate and very laborious reſearches of biſbop Tanner, we 
are informed of ſeveral other church poſſeſſions of this Abbey. —1. The 
advowſon of Barford,* in Warwickſhire, — 2, Of &. Michael's, Cornhll, in 
London, — 3. Of Corwelle, in Oxfordſhire, belonged to it. 4. The impro- 
priations of Hillingdon, + in Buckinghamſhire, with a third part of the de- 
meſne tythes,— 5. Of Leyland, in the dioceſe of Coventry; together with 
the appropriations of — 6. Badby, in Northamptonſhire, — 7. Muckleton, in 
the dioceſe of Worceſter, and of — 8. Meryton, in that of Lincoln, all be- 
longed to Eveſham Abbey. This foundation had moreover a penſion of ten 
ſhillings yearly. from the Kenilworth canons, over and above (I apprehend, ) 
the thirty ſhilling penſion compounded for at Salford Priors. The Abbot bad 
eccleſiaſtical juriſdiclion over many of the churches in the vale of Eveſham, 
which he obtained of the biſhop in exchange for the adyawſons of Kinwarton 
and Weſton. All offerings made to the ſtatue of St. John Baptiſt, in South- 
ſtone, & in the pariſh of Stamford, in Worceſterſhire, belonged to the Eveſham 
monks, and doubtleſs many other ecclefiaſtical emoluments; but of the above 
only are there prooſs extant in any work or records I have had opportunity 
to conſult.ll | | 


Befide the eſtates ——— in Domeſday, it appears, from authentic 
records, 


 ® For the vouchers of theſe I refer the reader to Tanner's Notitia, (pp. 618, 619, and Gao. 
+ Ceded to one Alicia de Gras, with a penſion reſerved. 


2 Far this church there may be ſeen in Kennet's Parochial Antiquities p. 1514] the charter of 
Brian Fitz-Count. See allo titles of charters in the Appendix. 


$ There is ftill preſerved in that pariſh the offertory baſom in which oats come 
ceived, with an inſcription very difficult to make out. See Dr. Naſh's pleaſing account of that 
place. [Vol. a. p. 366. : 3 

11 It appears however, from the title of a charter inſerted in the Appendix, that they had alſe 
the great tythes of, and, I believe, ſome land in Pikgſlege, or Pikgfiey, in Herefordſhire, 


8 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE - 


records, that this Abbey had lands in Grafton, Coughton, or Cotton, Ragley,* 
and Overſley, in Warwickſhire ; — at Penwortham, Farringdon, Tillingdon, and 
Leyland, in Lancaſhire ;—tenements, ſeparately from their eſtates, in Bartham, 
Seynſtury, and Aldgate, in London; and two virgates of land in Newnham 
Mary's, in Northamptonſhire. It is known likewiſe that it poſſeſſed conſider- 
able eſtates i in Badby, if not the entire manor. 


Conſiderable emoluments likewiſe muſt have ariſen from a market, and 
two annual fairs at Stow, in Glouceſterſhire ;—a market, and one fair, at Om- 
brefiey, in Worceſterſhire ; — liberty of the foreſt of Feckenham ; a right of 
common paſturage at Waleton, in Lancaſhire ; — free war renage at Badby,t in 
Northamptonſhire ; — a knight's fee at Afton Somerville, in Somerietſhire ; — 
liberty to impark three hundred acres of land at the Ombreſtey; — to iucloſe 
and impark part of the foreſt at Badby ; — and the liberty of the entire hun- 
dreds of Salemonſbury, in Glouceſterſhire, of Whitlaxford, & or Wicksford, in 
Warwickſhire, and of Blatentarft, in Worceſterſhire, 


Of entire manors it is known to have poſſeſſed that of Chedworth, firſt with- 
out licence from the king, which was however afterwards obtained ; — of 
Bengworth, given by one of the Beauchamps ; —of Ulleberwe ; (the ſame, I 
apprehend, with Olberge, or Oldborough ;) Muckleton, Nethercote,l| and Ywely, 

in 


This place, like Badby and Penwortham, is ſaid to have been given before the conqueſt ; and, 
though not inſerted in Domeſday as part of the Abbey's poſſeſſions, appears again afterwards indu- 
bitably as ſuch, [See liſt of benefaRors.] 


+ The memorandum of Sir Philip Hoby likewiſe ſpecifies ſome lands in Eiford and Sloughter, 
in the county of Glouceſter. [Stevens's Supp. p. 463] 

t This Abbey had a right of free warrenage alſo in the following places: — Omberſley, Offenham, 
the three Littletons, Honeyborne, Hoddeho, Bretforton, Aldington, Badſey, Wikewan, or Wickanford, 


Hampton, Bengworth ; [in Worceſterſhire.}—and at Willerſey, Swelle, Bradwell, W 
Mangerſbury, Tatleftrop, Burton, and Clopton, [in Glouceſterſhire.) | 


5 I do not in Domeſday find any mention of ſuch an hundred. Whitlaxford or Wicksford itſelf 
is there placed in Fernecumbe hundred, But thus Tanner, and after him Dr. Naſh. 


i See titles of charters in the Appendix. 
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in Glouceſterſhire ; — Tatlington, Seinſtury, and over Sydington, Tydelmerton, 
Admiſcote, Exford, and probably many more for which we have now no ſuf- 
ficient youchers. It cannot however be ſuppoſed but that Badby, when they. 
obtained leave ſo largely to impark, muſt have been one of their manors. 
Theſe are to be underſtood as in addition to thoſe places in Domeſday, which 
we may preſume, from the mode in which they are noticed, were alſo the 
manors of this foundation. 


But this detail, eſpecially the latter part of it, muſt, as we cannot now 
appreciate the exact value of theſe poſſeſſions or privileges, appear vague and 
unſatisfactory, It will however ſerve to give the reader a general knowledge 
of this Abbey's ample endowments. What in reality can we think of them, 
when we are told, from undoubted authority, that this Abbey loſt, within 
no very long period of time, and without any material derangement in its 
affairs, no leſs than twenty-eight manors, and three appropriate refories? 


{ will now end this dry and tedious ſubject, for which I hope the follow- 
ing chapter on the Cuſtoms of the Abbey (more perhaps by the variety, than 
the nature of its information,) will make ſome amends, by inſerting from 
Stevens an exact account of the prafits of one of its ſmalleſt manors ; — that 
of Salford Abbots, in the county of Warwick. 


Manor of Salford Abbots, in Warwickſhire, parcel of the poſſeſ- 
ſions of Eveſham Abbey. 


J. H E rents of the heirs of Thomas Littleton, Eſq. deceaſed, ariſing 
from one mill, now dilapidated, and from one meadow or cloſe, 


called Mille-crofte, amounting yearly to one pound fix ſhillings and. eight- 
pence, | | 


II. The 
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II. The rents or farm of a portion of land belonging to the lordſhip, of 
twenty ſhillings, and of one meſſuage there, and of one virgate and an half 
of land, called Hindges, let to Thomas Sorrel for e e 
pk err „Arenen of 4 


III. The rents or dm eg cabs mane, e e 
portion of land belonging to the lordſhip, and of a meadow called the farm- 


| meadow, let to John Amarye, — one pound. 


TV. . ˖ ARS A Re a 
led Meringe, of eight ſhillings, and of another meſſuage and half a virgate of 
land, called Wilden, of avg gas = let to the above John Amarye, — fifteen 
Chilli 1 | ; = : , 


v. The rents or farm of another meſſage and half » virgite of land, cal 
led Collecłs, let to John Rawlins, — eight ſhillings, 


VI. Thowitecr futref one ann endet ene virgats of land with 
its appertinancies, Were Te — 475 SATA ONT | 


VII. m enn er farm of tub Uniiäee wh of one virgate and an half 
of land, called Hudges, let to Richard Emmes, — one pound four ſhillings, 


VIII. The rents or farm of one meſſuage and of one virgate of land, cal- 
led Damaryes,. and of one cottage, called Nortone, let to Richard Crowler, — 
eighteen fhiſlings 1 four- pence. 


IX. The rents or farm of one meſſuage and of one virgate of land, called 
Hagemes, let out to John Ballard. thirteen ſhillings and four-pence. 


X. The rents or farm of one cottage, with half an acre of mead@w-land 
let to Agnes Webbe,— two ſhillings and r | 


XI. The 
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XI. The rents or farm of one meſſuage and of half a virgate. of land, 
widh-aadb — Is widow, — nine 
müll | | 550 
XII. The rents ot farm of one bake-houſ et out to Thmas u. at 
the will of the lord of the manor, — one ſhilling, | | 


XIII. The farm of a portion of the tythe of hay in Salford, which lately 
belonged to the almoner of the Monaſtery, now let to Edward Mounteffed and 
Sibilla his wife, by indenture that they ſhould yearly pay, — fix N 


eight-pence, 


XIV, „. cw of aif and ani bis e ad parted rpc. ius 
great and ſmall, Ade een ant tk NT AED ro 
Warwick, Ee aa att nwr%--<a eq; 


three pounds. 


XV. The perquiſites of the court there, and other adi amount- 
ing uſually every year to — two ſhillings. 


The whole amount is twelve pounds nineteen ſhillings and eight-pence. This 
account (it being without any date,) ſeems to have been made ſoon after the 
diflolution of the Abbey. 


The value of this foundation, as eſtimated at the diſſolution, was, accord- 
ing to Stevens, one thouſand two hundred and fixty-eight pounds, nine ſhillings and 
ten-pence; according to Dugdale, one thouſand one hundred and eighty-three pounds, 
twelve ſhillings and nine-pence. For very evident reaſons, (ſuch as rents paid 
in kind and other incidental emoluments,) we may ſafely chuſe the higher 
number of the two; and, even at that eſtimation, ſuppoſe it greatly under- 
rated. Now if we may be allowed the conjecture, that the value of money 
has decreaſed in regular proportion to the intervening diſtance of time, (and 
yet it is probable this decreaſe has happened with a continued acceleration.) 
as we before determined it to have been, when Domeſday was written, 

N about 
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about twenty-three to one, * it muſt, of courſe, at the diflolution, have 
been in the proportion of ſeven to one. The annual revenue of Eveſham 
Abbey will thus ariſe to the ſum of eight thouſand eight hundred and ſeuenty: ſir 
pounds, at the loweſt, But it is, on every account, probable that if we had 
made it twelve thouſand pounds per annum, we ſhould till have fallen far ſhort 
ol its real income. 


This proportion of twenty-three to one, which I have met with in-ſeveral writers on Exglith 
antiquity, includes within it, I take for granted, this conſideration ; — that the value of the Nor- 
man pound was equal to about three pounds two ſhillings of our preſent money. If not the value of 
this foundation, as eſtimated by the Norman record, muſt be taken ſtill conſiderably higher. 


+ Our idea of the value of this foundation will be prodigiouſly raiſed, (poſſibly too muck ſo, 
it we attend to the valuation of another monaſtery, that of St. Alban 'r, by Udal. At the diſſolution 
that abbey was valued only at £2510 6s. 1d.—* If,” ſays the above author, * all the old lands 
were united together, they would be worth at this day, in all rents, profits, and revenues, about 
£200,000 2 year: according to the improved rents at this day.” Now the valuation of Eveſham 
being £1183 12, 9d. at the diſſolution, the preſent value, NY to this mode of calcula» 
tion, ought to be almoſt £95,000 W 


CHAP, 
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d H 
CUSTOMS AND INTERNAL REGULATIONS OF EVESHAM ABBEY. 


T will not be eaſy to deviſe a better method of obtaining a complete idea 
of the rules and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of this foundation, than by laying 
before the reader a cloſe tranſlation of the Inſtitutes of the Abbot Randulf; 
drawn up about the year 1223. To this, any occaſional fragments of infor- 
mation preſerved by Stevens and other antiquaries, may be compendiouſly 
| ſubjoined, in the form of notes. The original cauſe of this body of Inſtitutes 
was 2 diſpute which aroſe between the abovementioned Abbot, and the reſt 
of the fraternity. relating to ſome almoſt obſolete regulations. To prevent 
theſe contentions in future, by the advice of the ſtrenuous Thomas de Marle- 
berg, ſo often commemorated, all the ancient cuſtoms, before traditional, were 
collefted and written down by the Abbot, and were afterwards ſubmitted to the 


pope for his approbation ; which was tranſmitted through his legate. 


The reader will ſcarcely require to be admoniſhed, that our buſineſs 
here is merely with the peculiar regulations of this foundation. Moſt of theſe 


are probably included in this paper of Inſtitutes, if we except perhaps ſome 
differencies in their mode of divine ſervice ; in which reſpec theſe houſes 
often varied from each other: but upon which it would be too prolix here 
to dwell. For the genera! regulations of the order, Dugdale and the Sup- 
plement of Stevens may be conſulted, where all requifite information on 
the ſubject will be found,* 


N 2 INSTITUTES 


* It ſhould here be obſerved that there is a ſort of abridgment of this paper to be found in 
Dugdale, {vol. 1. p. 146.] beginning with theſe words: © Cum Johannes Dei gratia,” xc. But 
that evidently contains merely the heads of the other, though perhaps ſomewhat more clearly ex- 
preſſed. This is doubtleſs a copy of the uriginal inftitutes af Randulf ; and although very per- 

| | plexed 
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INSTITUTES OF EVESHAM ABBEY, WRITTEN BY THE ABBOT 
RANDULE, 


O all the ſons of our holy mother the church to whom theſe preſents 

' ſhall come, Randulf, by the grace of God, Abbot of Eveſham and of 
the whole Convent of that place, wiſheth health and proſperity in the Lord. 
— Since we have been thought worthy to obtain from pope Innocent the 
third a confirmation of the written diſtribution or aſſignment of our rents to 
the various offices in our Convent; not of ſuch rents as we poſſeſſed before 
the time of that confirmation, but alſo of ſuch as we have ſince acquired; we 
have judged it of moment to commit to poſterity in writing the knowledge 
and proper diſtribution of them as thus eſtabliſhed by authority. For both 
by pope Innocent the ſecond, and pope Alexander the third, not only thoſe 
rents which we poſſeſſed in their times, but ſuch alſo as we might afterward 
by lawful means acquire, were granted and confirmed to us: to which pri- 
vileges it will appear from theſe our regulations and cuſtoms that we are juſtly 
entitled. The Inſtitutes of this our Convent now follow.“ 


The 


plexed in ſtile, and often obſcure in other reſpects, contains many more curious particulars, and 
much more minute information than the other. It is to be found in the original Latin in Stevens, 
Appen. p. 128. ] who copied it from the Cotton MS. Auguſtus II. 9. The abridgment is ſtill to 
be ſeen in the Augmentation Office, with the ſeals of the Convent affixed to it. | 


With reſpect to the connexion theſe foundations had with the adjacent towns, and the juriſ- 
diction uſually claimed over them, the following paper accidentally picked up at a grocer's ſhop 
at Eveſham, by the publiſher, will afford conſiderable information. No diligence however, (and 
much was uſed,) could procure more of it than is here given. It ſeems to be part of a depofition 
at ſome trial relating to the privileges of the town, ſoon after the diſſolution ; but, I believe, leſſens 
the power and juriſdiction of the Abbey much beyond the truth: or, at leaſt, what they originally 
were. This it was natural enough to do when the Abbot's power no longer exiſted, and the town 
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The Abbot conſtantly refiding within the limits of the Convent ſhall, ac- 
cording to ancient uſage, lead among the brethren a regular life and conver- 
ſation ; and ſhall manage their temporal concerns providently and faithfully 
to the beſt of his power, and ſo as may moſt conduce to the utility of the 


church. 
The 


re which it might now take to itſelf without detriment to the original 
poſſeſſurs. eb) 


——* To the 6th interrogatory he depoſeth and faith: — That the faid abbot, bailiffs, and 
rent · gatherers, before the diſſolution of the faid Monaſtery, had no government or rule over the ſaid 
town : were ee ane 9 On of the faid town as the time 


on 


7.— To the 7th interrogatory he Jepoſeth and faith ; — That, before the diffolution of the ſaid 
Monaſtery, the ſaid bailiffs and governors of the ſaid town, for the time being, did gather and re- 
ceive the profits of the markets and fairs holden within the ſaid town, and were the governors 
thereof, | | 


8. — To the 8th be depoſeth and ſaith :— That, before the diſſolution of the faid Monaſtery, * | 
the bailiffs and governors of the faid town had and received the perquiſites and profits of the leets 
and courts there holden within the faid town, 


9. — To the gth he depoſeth and faith : That he never knew, in all the time of his remem- 
brance, any of the abbots of the late diſſolved Monaſtery elect, make, or chuſe any of the bailiffs 
of the faid town ; but knew of his own knowledge that one Clement, ſometime abbot there, did 
requeſt the inhabitants of the ſaid town that one John Matthews, then the chief cook, might be 
choſen one of the bailiffs of the ſaid town. To which the ſaid inhabitants anſwered that they would 
not ſeek their bailiffs in the abbot's kitchen. Whereupon the abbot promiſed them to provide another 
cook for that year if they would ele him bailiff,, and did ſo accordingly. an eee 
tants did chuſe and enn n a 


To the 10. 11. 12. 1g. and 14. he cannot depoſe. 


15, To the 15th he depoſeth and faith ; — That, before the diſſolution of the ſaid Monaſtery, 
the bailiffs of the ſaid town, for the time being, did, in all the time of his remembrance, chuſe 
the two ſergeants at mace within the ſaid town, „ C02 VNR Gefenns as he 


thinketh, ls the common crier. 


— 86 2/299 21% 23./ and 2g}. be cannot depot | 
a 24.— To 
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The prior, ſub-prior, the third prior, and other obedientiaries of the order ; 
the prior of Penwortham, the precentor, dean, ſacriſt, chamberlain, manciple, the 
cellarer, infirmarer, almoner, the keeper of the vineyard and garden, the in- 
ſpector of the church abric, the pilanciary, and the attender on rangers, ſhall 
all be choſen in the general council, and with the general conſent of the 
whole Convent, or of its better and wiſer part; and ſhall afterwards be by 
the Abbot of the ſaid Convent ratified and confirmed in the chapter-houſe. 
If (which God forbid!) any one of theſe ſhall behave himſelf diſhoneſtly or 
imprudently in his office, or ſhall manage badly the affairs of the fraternity, 
being firſt corrected for it according to regular uſage, he ſhall, if he do not 
amend, be afterwards removed from his office in full chapter, and another 
ſhall immediately and in the uſual form be by the chapter appointed in his 
ſtead : —leſt by any accident, or by the neglect or deceaſe of the Abbot, 
theſe offices ſhould fall into the hands of the king, or through any delay in 
noticing ſuch offences due ſubordination ſhould be leſſened in the Convent, 


or new delinquencies ſhould by ſuch neglect ariſe. - 


The prior and the aforeſaid ſuperiors of the order ſhall, affiſted alſo by the 
Abbot's endeavours, uſe all diligence to preſerve the ſtricteſt monaſtic diſci- 
pline according to the rules of the bleſſed Benedict; and chiefly they ſhall take 
care leſt the monks ſhould have in their poſſeſſion any thing which it is con- 
trary to the regulations to poſſeſs ; that they eat no where except in the re- 
fectory; that their pittancies be required of, and dealed out properly by the 
almoner ; that they do not 80 out of the Convent without leave of their 


ſuperiors; 


10-21% ths dir en it dane ds inch 0 he is een bann bs halen 
have had the hearing and determining of all debutet, controverſies, und miſdemeanours, happening 
within the ſaid town in their fairs and markets there kept, before the diſſolution of the ſaid Monaſ- 
tery's but what they have done ſince he knoweth not. 


To the laſt interrogatory he cannot depoſe. * 
RICHARD HOBY, 
RICHARD EGEOCK, 


- WALTER JONES, © 
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ſuperiors; that filence be obſerved in all places where it is required by the 
ſtatutes ; and that they frequently confeſs their offences, but to thoſe only 
who are 3 for that 3 g 


— ——— 
their accounts before the Abbot, (or whomſoever he may appoint in his 
ſtead,) the prior, and fix others of the fraternity, three of whom ſhall be 
nominated by the Abbot, and three by the Convent. The manciple thall do 
the fame every week. Theſe officials while at home ſhall be confidered as a 
permanent body, and ſhall, as ſuch; attend the reſt of the fraternity to the 
church, the chapter-houſe; the cloiſters, and the refectory; that if (which 
God avert?!) any defect, omiſſion, . 
offices, n rarer du Ps 


No one ſhall at ths: uns thaw ded bro Speratoioffices3 but each official 
al have an aſſiſtant appointed for the alleviation of his labour, and as a 
witneſs of his diligence, If any one in office ſhall through the badneſs of 
the times expend more money than the rents allowed to his office will afford, 
the deficiency ſhall be ſupplied from any redundancy that may ariſe in the 
other offices. But it none of them ſnall have the means of making up for 
this deficiency, the Abbot himſelf ſhall ſupply for it by the hands of the 
cellarer for exteriors. If moreover all the offices have ſufficient, and there 
ſhould be any reſidue left, the Abbot, with the conſent of the chapter, or 
the greater and wiſer part of it, may diſpoſe of ſuch reſidue in ſuch a manner 
as may moſtly conduce to the utility of the Convent. But if any loſs ſhall 
accrue to thoſe rents which are aſſigned to the offices, either for a perpe- 
tuity, (which God avert?) or for a time only * * * or theſe rents 
ſhall be entirely loft or in any way diminiſhed, the Abbot ſhall, by conſent 
of the chapter, determine on ſome means for ſupplying thoſe on which the 
loſs ſhall chiefly fall from other reſources. It is, on the other hand, lawful 
likewiſe for the Convent to increaſe both the general rents and thoſe aſſigned 
to particular offices, to acquire new or augment the old ones by any juſt and 

* « Propter maliciam temporis.” 
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equitable means f ind either towporally-or-for a penpemnity exchangy 
1 —— 


a wiki e ee 3 ſhall be appointed 

by its members and by the Abbot in-chapter. His office is (under the Ab- 
bot) to take on him the whole care of the concerns of the Abbey, (excepting 
only thoſe rents which are aſſigned to particular offices,) and freely to ad- 
miniſter neceſſaries to the uſe of the monks; ſuch as bread, ale, broth, fire, 
falt, and certain other articles expreſſed in the Inſtitutes, The cellarer ſhould 
alſo, according to the ability of the Convent, provide for the entertainment 
of gueſts and ſtrangers; + But it is the office of the chief cook or manciple 
to provide for thoſe among the abovementioned who are of the religious or- 
der, in the ſame manner as for the monks of the houſe ; excepting however 
the Abbots and their chaplains, for whom nothing ſhall be by him provided 
except on faſt days: ſo that theſe regulations do not in any wiſe affect them, 
unleſs at thoſe times when they eat in the public refectory. But the cellarer 
ſhall provide for the ſervants of the obedientiaries of the Abbey, and admi- 
niſter a juſt and proper allowance according to the eſtabliſhed regulations of 
the houſe, This officiary ſhall moreover be accountable to the Abbot not 
only at the four abovementioned: periods, but as often as the Abbot ſhall 
think proper; and, as has been already obſerved concerning the reſt of the 
officials, unleſs he behave well in his office he may, at the juſt requeſt of the 
T 


I | | 10 Peg 13 


= e . nd ſhall neither 

receive or reject any one, either for a time or for a perpetuity, without con- 
ſent of the Convent, or of its greater and wiſer part, aſſembled in chapter. | 
He ſhall not confer any church or other rents or eſtates of any kind to any 
one without the conſent of the chapter, neither ſhall he [diſmiſs the | tenants 
or huſbandmen without conſent of the ſame, He ſhall likewiſe obtain the 
conſent of his Convent for the recovery of. thoſe eſtates which may have been 
alienated, either in his own time or in that of his predeceſſors. In like man- 


ner muſt he conſult the reſt of the Convent, aſſembled in chapter, both 
Sem 13,0 in 
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in eccleſiaſtical and civil cauſes, as well with reſpect to the mode of carrying 
them on, as to their termination and deciſion. The ſervants who are re- 
tained to attend on the monks, thoſe of the infirmary, taylory, the laun- 
dry, the refectory, the ſacriſty, the locutory, can be appointed or removed 
only with conſent of the chapter, as before ſpeciſied. But all this is to be 
underſtood as in no wiſe „ W 
the order. 

T0 che privfiige band — — * all 
the tithes of Bengworth, both great and ſmall, ariſing from land belonging to 
the Abbot and monks there: and theſe to buy parchment for the writing of 
books. To the fame office belongs alſo the hall or manor-houſe of -Bengworth, 
with the crofts appertaining to it, the garden and vineyard, the meadow 
which lies before it, and all thoſe meſſuages belonging to the {aid crofts which 
are ſituate around it, from the houſe of T homas Algar, as far as the houſe of 
Walter Bellard. For prior Thomas, by the common conſent of the Convent, 
exchanged for this eſtate a certain portion of land at Littleton, which he had 
purchaſed of Radulf, the ſteward there, from which, at the time, a greater 
rent was paid than from the eſtate at Bengworth. On which account it was 
| O | | ordained 


* The laborious Stevens has collected from M8. in the Cotton Library many curious frag- 
ments relating to the offices of this Convent, which will very properly ſerve as notes to the Inſti- 
tutes of Randulf. eee r of theſe, extracted 
from Vitellius 17. 'fol. 240. | 


emen - Tbat the Oben of Evetiain ſhall have from. the pricrthip of Fraworthaw, 
yearly againſt the ſeaſt of St. Egwin, ſixty falmons,/ viz. that number of ſamlets, or four and twenty 
fiſh of a larger fize that may make up the ſame weight. Beſides [theſe the faid prior ſhall 
preſent the Abbot with two larte ſalmons, and the priot of Eveſtam with one. 400 JO 
CEE AENCIS NNE Irs 


Mem, That Radulf: of Whlerate, denen) prior of Mu, aligned ts the Convent 
for the expences of blood-letting, fixty ſhillings yearly from his improved n,; and William. . 
nnn IE pebant, in the year of our Lord 130. 


. to fond to each of the menks one whole fhilmen. 
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ordained * that the prior for the time being ſhould ever afterwards, on the 


- anniverſary of the aforeſaid prior Thomas, ſuſtain thirty poor perſons in the 


locutory, for the good of the ſouls of the prior and the reſt of the brethren; 
and ſhould moreover find 2 wax-taper on the feſtival of St. Wiſan, and ano- 
ther on the feſtival of St. Credan, — —-— Panty a 
tive ſhrines, 


To the ett aca. ona the cellar ; and 
alio the collection of Peter's pence, whereſoever the biſhop does not collect 
them: from whence he is annually to pay to our lord the pope twenty ſhil- 
lings. To this affice belong likewiſe the viſitation of all the churches in the 
vale, and the fees of all cauſes appertaining to the deanery, from whence the 
dean is to furniſh an allowance or additional pittance to the Conyent on the 


Sunday on which is ſung Miſericurdia Domini. 7 


To the office of precentor or chantert belong the tithes of Stokes, and ſome 


* It way be ſuppoſed that the Bengworth eſtate afterwards increaſed in value ſo much as to 
exceed the other in its yearly returns. Otherwiſe this donation to the poor would ſeem rather 
to have been impoſed as a puniſhment. 


rr RP, 
which caſe however it ſhould be Miſericar diam, or Miſericordias Dunini. 


t © To the office of precentor it appertains to deliver out the arms [armarig] to the care of the 
young men, and to ſee the ſame be repaired. When the Convent ſhall meet in the cloifter [I pre» 


fame, — the library which was over one fide of the cloifter is here meant, ] he ſhall, on hearing the 


| fignal given, go round the cloifter and replace the books, if by chance any one ſhall have forgotten 


ſo to do. He muſt alſo take the charge of all the Convent's books, and have them in his keeping, 
provided his ſtudies and knowledge be ſuch as make him worthy of the office. No one ſhall take 
out a book without its being written down in his roll or liſt ; nor ſhall any boak be lent without 
a proper memorandum of it, which memorandum likewiſe ſhall be written down in his book. 
I is allo his concern to prevent any negligence from taking place in the duties of the Convent. 
If any one through forgetfulneſs ſhall negleR to begin” [ſinging in the choir] © when be ought to 
begin, or, having begun well, {hall afterwards. deviate from- the proper chaunt, it is his office 40 


—  — , , a 5 CY He ſhould more- 
| over 
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lands in Hampton, from whence it receives yearly five ſhillings ; and ſome 
other lands in Alceſter, producing about as much. From this fund he is to 
find parchment for briefs, and for charters or leaſes to be figned by the com- 
mon ſeal, for the briefs of deceaſed brethren, and alfo ink for the writers of 

the Monaſtery ; — colours for the illumination of books, — neceffaries for 
binding them, and for all needful repairs of the organs. 


To the ſacriſty belong fix chapels in the vale: namely, thoſe of Norton, 
Lenthewike, Morton, and Uſeham, and two in Eveſham; of which two laſt, 
viz. All Saints and St, Lawrence, the chaplains ought to have daily from the 
cellar and buttery, bread and beer, in like proportion with the monks. The 
facriſt ought alſo to provide for the ſuſtenanee of one ſervant in the fame 

| O0 2 manner 


over notify to the Abbot beforchand all the chaunts which he is to fing and lead off with in 
the choir. Whoever is to read or fing in the Monaftery ſhould, if he receive'no notice from. 
him before the time, liſten to, and follow his leading off. The care likewiſe of the briefs,” fin 
this inſtance meaning, I apprehend, meſſages and letters,] which are accuſtomed to be ſent out 
from the Monaſtery, devolves upon him ; as well as of many other things enpreſſed in the Inſti- 
tutes. There alſo belongs to this office of precentor that apartment in the court which is near the 
prior's ſtable, viz. 2 good chamber above, and one beneath, with a ſtable over againſt Ie, and two 
careRates [careftate] of hay, and one caraftate of beans and peaſe annually to be received from 
the lord Abbot. — By his office he ought alſo to ride with the younger brethren: as often as they 
{hall ride out pro ordinibus ſuſcipiendts; at their expence however both with reſpe& to the horſes 
and other matters , The precentor ought moreover to provide and prepare * * thoſe 
fcriptural texts and repreſentations, [ſcriptura tabule,} which are made uſe of in the ſeven feſtivals, 
viz. at Chriſtmas, the depolition of St. Egwin, Eaſter, Pentecoſt, the Aſſumption of the bleſſed 
Mary, the tranſlation of St. Egwin, and the feaſt of All Saints; for which ſervice, as well as for 
his other labours during theſe feſtivals, he ſhall receive at each of them one prychpot,” (the reader 
muſt appeal to much deeper antiquaries than myſelf for the explanation of this odd word,) © and 
four of the ſmaller ſort of loaves baked for the monks. — It is the precentor's office aD on the 
ſeven principal feſtivals to carry to the Abbot the book of legends,” (ſo I underſtand lagendan here 
to imply, rather than the ſcriptures or the miſſal,] that he may appoint what part ſhould be read 
at matins.” [In this place fome words are effaced in the MS. It concludes with the following 
paſſage which, both from inconnexion and obſcurity, I chuſe to give in the aziginal words. ] 
* + + * © nate fuerit, quam lecionem Precentor debet audirce ſecundum likrum. Et u- 
tandum, quod quandocumque fuerit proceſſio in villa, Precentor habet aſſignare canti latamas (uc) 
tres vel plures inter hos aut illos, ſecundum diſcretionem et habilitatem vocum.“ [Stevens 
Appen. p. 140. copied from Vitellius E. 17. fol. 232. 
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manner as the Abbot's ſervants are provided for, and to take care that he 
ſhall have ſufficient provender for one horſe, and proper forage from the 
grange. — The facriſt moreover ſhall receive yearly two marks from the 
church of Baddebi; ten ſhillings from the chapel: of Withlakegford, : and from 
the meadow at Salford; half a mark from the church at We/ton ; five ſhillings: 
and two cakes of wax from the church at Stowe ; five pounds of wax from the 
church of &. Alban, in the city of Worceſter ; and three marks from ſome 
land in the ſame city, Thoſe ſhops [ ſolda] which are fituated near the gate 
of the Monaſtery belong likewiſe to the ſacriſty. He receives yearly four- 
pence from the premiſes of William the ſmith ;* [ Fabri ;] two pounds of wax 
from the lands of Nickolas the cook; ¶ Coci;] five-pence from the land of 
Matildis in Mer/towe ; I ſix-pence from the land of Nicolas the ſacriſt, [Sa- 


criſte,] 


It is difficult always to diſtinguiſh in theſe old writings the occupation from the ſurname of 
the perſons mentioned; RH LITER Dee ES AR 
origin to the former, | 


rn {eve rented ee the i id Aires conn v uni l noms 
randa of the revenue belonging to the ſacriſt. They were copied from fol. 10. of the MS. ſo 
often mentioned, and ſeem to differ from Randulf's paper of Inſtitutes rather in the names of 
tenants than in the eſtates from which this revenue was drawn. I therefore conclude the MS, to 
have been of ſomewhat later date than the Abbot's performance. I ſhall inſert here only a few 
A 


Capella 8. Margarete debet [Sacriſtz] annuatim unam libram incenſi per manus perſonæ 
8. Andree. | 

De curia Abbatis lin Wireceſtre] XL. den. 

Aldwinus Spich xiiij. den. et conſuetudines de terra iuxta Aulam pidtam. 

Terra Hugonis vj. den. et 1. ſalmonem. q | 

De terra Edgari preſbiteri in vico meretricum xiiij. ſol. et iiij. den. 

Sacriſta habet in Hacckeftench iij. ſol. et una virgata terrz de Ofterto libere. 


Idem Oftertus tenet dim. hidam ut eguitet cum Sacriſta in equo proprio per tatum. Duas vero 
hidas (una virgata minus) habet in uſus Sacriſteriz Sacriſta et unam hidam in boſco. 


Idem habet v. fol. de terra Henrici de Hamtun Derr 
Thome Martyris. 
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criſte,] in the ſame place; fix-pence from the lands of the ſeneſcall, [Sene/- 
calli,] which before were Gerald's ; ſix-pence from the land of Bulet ; thirty- 
pence from the lands of Ferre; two-pence from the lands called le Hofiere, 
in Bruggeſtrete; two ſhillings and four-pence from the lands of William de 
Tiwe, in the great ſtreet ; ſix- pence from the lands of the ſame William. de 
Tiwe, next to thoſe called le Hoſiere, in Bruggeſtrete ; forty-pence from the 
lands of the ſteward, [ Diſpenſatoris,] next to the grounds of William de Tiwe ; 
fixteen-pence from the eſtate called Gordans, in Cole/trete; two ſhillings from 
the lands of Reginald the ſmith ; ¶ Fabri ;] eight-pence from the lands of Wal- 
ter, next to them; the ſame ſum from the lands of Pate; fixteen-pence from 
the lands of Nicholas the fuller, near the water ; twenty-pence from the lands 
of Henry the ſmith ; ¶ Fabri;] four-pence from the adjoining lands of William 
Tide; fourteen-pence from the lands of Simon the ſmith ; ¶ Fabri;] eight- 
pence from the lands of Andrew the cook; [Coci;] and five ſhillings from 
the lands at Hampton. In Lench there belong to the ſacriſty three hides and 
and an half. In Bretforton, in one field fifty five acres. "In another, ſeventy- 

ſix, which are demeſne land. Of the villanage lands, five virgates and an 
half; and both the great and ſmall tithes* of the ſame lands. The tithes 
alſo of four hides in the above pariſh, two of which belong to Hugh, and 
two to a ſoldier of Cocton; the tithes both great and ſmall of nine virgates of 
the land of Pagan, in Lutleton; the tithes of five virgates of the ſeneſchall's 
lands in Badeſeye ; the tithes of a certain free tenant of the demeſne lands 
; at 


There is in Stevens [Appen. p. 134. ] a minute, but not very intereſting account, of the 
tithes for which the pariſhes both of Lench and Bradforton were anſwerable to the facriſt of Eveſham; 
and alſo the names of the perſons who paid them. As it throws but little additional light on the 
Cuſtoms of the Abbey, I do not inſert it in full. From Bradforton the facriſt rece ved yearly 
forty-four thraves of corn, excepting one garb. At the end of the Lench account is the following 
general memorandum. 

« Summa decimarum ſpiritualitatis et temporalitatis Eveſhamiz in epiſcopatu Wigornienſi 
xxxl. 11s. id. Inde dominus Abbas ſolvit x1xl. xvs. viid. ob. Et conventus xl. vits. 1d. ob. 
Abbas et conventus ſolvent pro medietate in archidiaconatu Wygornie x1/. XX. 1d, Inde Abbas 
vil. xvs, — d. ob. g. In archidiaconatu Gloceſtriz medietatem decime 111f, vis. ixd. Inde 
Abbas XL III. xd, Et conventus XXII. x19,” 
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at Pikefiey, in Herefordſhire ; and all the offerings and bequeſts to the altar 
moe 


To the altar of St. Mary in the crypts there are to be furniſhed from 
the ſacriſty ſeven wax tapers, to burn continually while the maſs of our lady 
the glorious Virgin is there celebrated, (two of which were from the earlieſt 
antiquity found by the facriſt,) together with one wax light to burn perpe- 
tually day and night. For the fupport of this, as well as of the above- 


According to ancient cuſtom, the ſacriſt ought to furniſh one wax-taper to burn 
before the great altar. By the new regulations, he is obliged to furniſh another to burn in like 
manner before the ſhrine of St. Egwin, and a lamp to burn day and night before the tomb of St. 
Wiſin. He is alſo annually bound to furniſh to the Convent a pittance of falmon and an allow- 
ance [caritas] of wine, on the day of the death of the ſame ſaint. 


According to ancient cuſtom, the ſacriſt ought to find two wax-lights daily for the maſs of St. 
Mary; all the veſtments and other apparatus of the altar; every night one creſſet to burn till 
morning before the altar of St. Mary ; and one lamp to burn by day : to ſupport which expences 
all the offerings there made were his perquiſites. 


By the new Inſtitutes, he is obliged to furniſh one wax-taper to burn continually there, and 
ſeven others, (including however the two abovementioned,) to burn at the maſs of St. Mary; to 
find incenſe daily for the ſame purpoſe ; to keep one lamp continually burning by day, and one 
crefſet by night, as is mentioned before. But neither veſtments, vaſes, or any other apparatus 
for the altar is he obliged to ſupply, unleſs in caſes of great neceſſity ; ſach as may be ſuperin- 
duced by theft or by fire, which may God avert from the Monaſtery! 3 


receive the offerings made there, but the altar-keeper, 


a ren mee nd ac, againk the feſtival of St. Wilen 
two wax-lights to burn day and night before his ſhrine, and two againk the feſtival of St. Credan ; 
en both which occaſions one is to be underſtood as for himſelf, and the other for the prior. For 
the ſupply of thoſe for the latter, the newly-acquired tenement which once belonged to Galfrid 
rr 


of the Monaſtery, is appropriated. Its value is twelve-pence. 


This official is obliged moreover to furniſh a lamp to burn continwally before the altar of St. 
Mary, and this from the tithes of the ancient lordſhip in Artheffend, which lordſhip was firſt a- 
quired and applied to the above uſe by Abbot Thomas, when ſacrifi, To the ſame purpoſe all the 

muſtard- 
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mentioned, Maſter Adam Sortes, when ſacriſt, aſſigned half a virgate of land 
which he had redeemed from one Peter de Lewz; the ſmall tithes of nine vir- 
gates of land in Zutleton, which he obtained {evicit] from the rector of Latle» 
ton church; and alſo the tithes of the newly cleared wood-lands of Lews, 
[de aſſartis de Lewz,] which right of clearing [aſſartandi] the ſame ſacriſt had 
acquired, at a high price, from many perſons who had a right of common 
paſturage there. The ſact iſts, from the remoteſt antiquity, had been obliged 
to provide one creſſet, which burned only during the night. One lamp to 
burn perpetually was ſupplied from the tithes paid by the lordſhip of Lewz, 
which prior Thomas firſt of all received and applied to that uſe. Leſt the 
facriſt ſhould ſeem overburdened by the aforeſaid expences, it was provided 
that the keeper of that altar“ ſhould find all the veſtments and other neceſ- 

ſaries 


muſtard · ſeed telonging 60 the Coovent u eure iy th cen. The whole value of the 
above is five marks and eleven ſhillings. 


The eſtates and rents appropriated yearly to the altar of St. Mary in the crypts, next follow. 


Before the altar of St, Mary in the crypts, according to ancient cuſtom, one lamp ought to 
burn by day and one creſſet by night, and at every maſs of St, Mary two war- lights to be lighted 
up ; and theſe, as was ſaid before, the facriſt always ſupplied. But by the new regulations, one 
wax-light and one lamp are to burn there continually, and one creſſet by night as formerly, In- 
cenſe moreover is daily to be ſupplied at maſs, all which things the ſacriſt is to find ; and to ſup» 
port theſe expences he has, as was before mentioned, certain rents aſſigned. Beſide theſe, at the ce- 
lebration of the maſs of St. Mary, twenty»four wax-lights ought every day to burn, Of theſe 
the ſacriſt finds ſix, the ſeneſcall of Eveſham one, and the altar-keeper all the reſt, At the ſame 
maſs, there ought alſo thirty-theee lamps to be lighted up, which lamps the altar-keeper is to ſup- 
ply. He fumiſhes likewiſe all veſtments, vaſes, and other apparatus for the altar; and the ſacxiſt 
has no utenſils to furniſh there, excepting in 2 caſe of great neceſlity ; ſuch as may have been oc» 
caſioned either by fire or by thieves, which may God avert!” (Stevens's Appen. p. 146. 


* Stevens has ſome curious information concerning the altars of this Abbey and their conſe- 
cration, to which I have made ſome additions from the Britiſh Muſeum, and ſhall inſert the 


whole, 


« Memorandum : — That in the year of our Lord 1295, and in the twenty-third of the reign 
of king Edward, on the 17th of the kalends of January, and on the Friday after the feſtival of 
8. Lucia, our Monaſtery was reconciled [reconciliatum] by the biſhop of Bangor. Alſo on the 

: morrow, 
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ſaries for it, which aforetime had been ſupplied by the ſacriſts. The ſame 
altar-keeper ought alſo to furniſh. thirty lamps“ to burn while maſs is 


there celebrating, 'and ſeven wax-tapers; to enable him to do which, all the 
muſtard- 


morrow, viz. on the Sabbath, the 16th of the kalends of the ſame month,” [ſo in the original! 
« the four altars behind the great altar were conſecrated by the biſhop of St. Aſaph, who on the 
fame day held an ordination lordines celebravit] in a ſolemn manner. On the following Sunday 
the ſame biſhop dedicated the church of St. Lawrence, On the Wedneſday following, viz. on 
the feſtival of St. Thomas the Apoſtle, he conſecrated two altars in the crypts ; — the altar of St. 
James and of the Apoſtles, and the altar of St. Blaſe. Alſo on the Thurſday enſuing, he con- 
ſecrated two other altars in the crypts, viz. thoſe of St. Andrew, and of St. Benedict. On ano- 
ther Thurſday, the feſtival of St. Thomas the martyr, he conſecrated the church of Bretforton ; 
and on the morrow, the feaſt of St. Egwin, he dedicated the church of Honyburne. On the Sab- 
bath, the eve of the circumciſion, he conſecrated the altar of St. John the Baptiſt. In the ſame 
year, and on the feaſt of St. Peter, ad vincula, he dedicated the church of Norton, On the feſtival 
of St. John the church of Baddefeye was alſo dedicated; and on the day after the feaſt of St. 


Egwin he conſecrated the chapel of St. Mary.” [Appen. p. 141.] 
The following notices are from the Britiſh Muſeum. 


« Memorandum : — That on the ides of September, in the year of our Lord 1357, the ve- 
nerable father Reginald, biſhop of Worceſter, dedicated the greater altar in the chapel of the manor- 
houſe at Ambreſleye, in honour of the Saints Mary Magdalene, Anne, Katharine, and Benedict. 
The ſame biſhop alſo on the ſame day dedicated the lower altar in honour of the Saints s Egwin, 


Mary, Thomas of Canterbury, George, and Sebaſtian. 


Memorandum: — That on the gth of the kalends of October, 1358, the venerable father 
Richard, archbiſhop of Nazarus, conſecrated the upper altar in the chapel of the manor-houſe at 
Offenham, to the honour of St. Mary the glorious Virgin, St. John the Apoſtle, St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, St. Michael the Archangel, St. John Baptiſt, St. Anne, St. Margaret, and St. Martha, 
The aforeſaid father conſecrated alſo, on the 8th of the kalends of October, the lower altar which 
is under the Abbot's chamber, in the fame manor-houſe, to the honour of the Saints Martin, 
Benedi&, Chriſtopher, George, Leonard, Mary Magdalene, Katharine, Apolonia, and W 
{Harleian MS. 3763. fol. 115. 


The following charter of John, Abbot of Eveſham, contains fore very curious and minute 
information concerning the cuſtoms of this houſe, particularly the regulation of the lights; and 
| minute particulars are, after all, the moſt acceptable in our enquiries into remote antiquity. 


« To 
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ſeed from the granges was aſſigned over to the facriſt; all the offen ings made 


to the ſame altar; two ſhillings from the lands of Walter Per, near the bridge 
at Eoveſham; nineteen-pence from the lands of William Carpenter, on Run- 
21 | | tulle ; 


« To all the faithful in Chriſt to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, John, by the divine per · 
miſſion, Abbot of the Monaſtery of Eveſham, and of the Convent of the ſame place, eternal 
health and proſperity in the Lord. Know ye that we, by unanimous conſent, have given, granted, 
and by this our preſent writing have aſſigned and confirmed, (for the ſalvation of our own ſoul, 
and for that of Thomas, monk of Eveſham, and our prior,) one tenement with a court adjoining, 
purchaſed at the expence of the above Tlomar, to the office of ſub-prior of our aforeſaid Convent. 
This tenement is ſituated in the High-ſtreet of Eveſham, on the weſtern fide, oppoſite to the gate 
by which carriages enter the cemitary, between the tenement of the ſacriſt of the above Monaſtery, 
which William Fremon inhabits, on the one fide, and the tenement of the pitanciary, in which 
reſides William Weler, on the other, together with that firſt chamber ſituated in our infirmary for- 
merly in the occupation of John Warwyk, on the left fide of the entrance to the infirmary, to 
have and to hold the aforeſaid tenement, with all its appurtenancies, as well as the chamber above- 
mentioned, to Henry Bengeworth, ſub- prior, and his ſucceſſors for eyer, Nevertheleſs with this 
condition, that the ſub-prior, for the time being, ſhall furniſh two lamps, one at the gate of the 
locutory, ante Karulos, and another before the gate of the kitchen, with lights in them continually 


burning at night, from the time of complines, in honour of the crucifix there placed, and fot 


the ſake of the proceſſions devoutly and frequently to be made by all of us before our collation ; 
and alſo that the brethren contemplating God in the cloiſter. may be enabled to pray more de- 
voutly for the pardon of our and their own offences; viz. from the feaſt of the tranſlation of St. 
Egwin, biſhop and conſeſſor, until the feaſt of the purification of St. Mary, as often as, and at 
thoſe times on which it may be neceſſary. With this proviſo however, that the aforeſaid ſub- 
prior, together with the third prior, ſhall, with the aid and aſſiſtance of the prior himſelf, uſe all 
diligence that the gates of the cloiſter, towards the court, be ſhut as often as the Convent ſhall 
meet in the cloiſter ; and alſo that the maſſes of the Holy Ghoſt, and thoſe for the defun&, ſhall 
by no means be neglected or delayed. But if it ſhould happen, through the negligence of the 
above-named ſuperiors, that the gates ſhould not be ſhut, or that the aforeſaid maſſes ſhould be 
delayed beyond their proper time, the ſaid ſuperiors ſhall become liable to the rebuke and admo- 
nition of the prior. Or if, by the negle& of the aforeſaid ſub-prior, the faid lamps and the lights 
belonging to them ſhall not be properly ſupplied, or ſhould be negligently lighted up on any of 
the nights before ſpecified, we ordain that ſuch defe& ſhall be amended and ſupplied for by the 
prior for the time being, and by the Convent at large. We alſo ordain and grant that the ſaid 
brother Thomas, prior of our Monaſtery, ſhall, as long as he ſhall live, poſſeſs the faid tenement 
with the court adjoining, without the moleſtation of any one. — If any perſon ſhall raſhly 
preſume to counteract or contradiR this our ordinance, may he by ſuch deed incur the indigna- 
tion of the omnipotent God, of the blefſed Virgin Mary, of the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, of the 
| holy Egwin, and of all the ſaints, —Given in our chapter-houle, in the year of our Lord one 
thouſand four hundred and fifty, on the feaſt of the decollation of St. John the Baptiſt,” 
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hulle ;* twelve-pence from the lands of Wikiem Ourry, in the new made eſtate 
which lies between the land of Abanida Capis, and the land of Jokn Gavgfon, 
as alſo from the lands of the wife of Jokn Caperis, which lie between the land 
of Philip the ſacriſt, and the lands of the ſaid ohn; the whole rents of the 
tenements built upon the ſpace before occupied by two ſhops and an half, 
WO COPY WR” OI FO the piazzas of 
| three ſhops and an half in the great ſtreet, near the gate of the cemitary, 
towards the Abbey gate ; of two ſhops which Adam Sortes bought; of two 
more which prior Thorne bought near thoſe of Richard de Werwic ; of the 
lands which M. the relict of Credan, gave to the Monaſtery ; of all thoſe 
lands in Eueſam which were once the property of Richard de Kent ; of ſome 
lands in Stretford; two ſhillings from the eſtate at Radgford; two ſhillings from 
the eſtate at Strengeſham; and laſtly, two ſhillings from the eſtate at Marcieye. 


To the almery belong two bake-houſes in Eoveſkam, a third in Benigwithe, 
and all thoſe bake-houſes in the valley in which cuſtomers are uſed to bake 
bread ; the tithes of hay of William de True, of Roger Alard, and of Ernaid 


Cambralag ; half a mark from the land RN in Eoveſham ; four 
ſhillings 


* There ia much oburity 2nd confuken in this part of the original, which extends a can 
fiderable way. I have been obliged ſometimes to alter the mode af punctuation to make any ſenſe 
at all of it. 


+ The e in Dr. Naſhis collections. L 
p. 420. 


« Mem, — That it appeats, from a viſitation held at Eveſham, to have been an ancient cuſtom 
in that town that the lord Abbot of Eveſham for the time being now has, and all his predeceſſors 
always have had, diverſe mills in Eveſham: and that the almoner of the faid Abbey for the time 
being had, agreeable to the {ame cuſtom, two common bake-honſes there: at which mulls and bake- 
— CE EN un OE WOE I7 
their bread,” | 


«Mem, — That Rickard the lord Abbot did, in the ninth of the reign of Henry V. repair 
K cul Gan animate 0 WOE IR RIC 
twelve marks.” | 
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ſhillings from the ſhops of Alam Credan, in the High-ftreet, near to the ſhops 
of St. Mary; half a mark from certain other ſhops near to another of St. 
Mary; twelve-pence from the lands of Cramfot, with an iron-ſhop or 
ſmithery upon them; fix-pence from the lands of Godefrid Bagart ; twenty- 
two-pence from the lands of Rogel, near another bake-houſe ; the whole 
rents of the lands called the ſpital- lands, near the bridge, excepting only 
eight-pence belonging to the pittanciary; twenty-pence from the lands of 
Kondulf the weaver, of Feudo Streche ; forty ſhillings from the lands which 
Iſabella, the daughter of Henry King, gave; two ſhillings from the lands of 
Henry de Piplinton; two ſhillings from the lands called le Burunno; fixteen- 
pence from the lands of Rickard Eadmund ; twelve-pence from the lands of 
Bonpain ; forty-pence from the lands of Stephen the prieſt ; fix-pence from 
the lands of Lilie: twelve-pence from the lands of Richard Juvenis; (or 
the younger ;) the fame from the lands of Marrielle de Strigul; and fix- 
pence annually from R. Ywain, and his heirs, for the liberty of culti- 
vating Chiteham. In Glouceſterſhire there belong to the almery four ſhil- 
lings from the lands occupied by Jokn Croume, which Adam the monk brought 
into our poſſeſſion ; eight ſhillings from the lands of Botild, which were given 
with Robert the monk; twelve-pence from the lands occupied by Roger Semi, 
which Adam Botild gave us; and forty ſhillings from the lands which were 
occupied by Eſegar. There belong alſo to it two marks from the penſion of 
fixty ſhillings from the church of Ombrefley, namely: twenty ſhillings for the 
relief of the poor in the Lord's ſupper; half a mark for the anniver- 
ſary* of Randulf; tor that Abbot aſigned theſe two marks to the almery, 

£45 10S as 


* Rem Mem. — That the fame Abbot, in the tenth year of Henry V. repaired and cauſed to 
be renewed, on the eaſtern fide of Eveſham, one mill with all its apparatus, from top to bottom, 
with an entire reparation of the food-gates belonging to it; together with ſome reparation de la 
Lare, [quazre, what? —or whether miſprinted?} in the ſame place,” 


The privilege concerning babe-houſes was confirmed in the thirty-fifth year of Edward I. on 
account of one William T ettedury's ſetting up an oven in his own houſe. 


* The anniverfaries at Eveſham were very numerous, and are particulariſed by Stevens at con» 
idenble length. fAppen, p. 141.} Dot as the account of them contains little more than the 
aſſignment 
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as may be found in a written account in the chapter-houſe concerning the 
good works of the Abbot Randulf. For when the ſame: Abbot had built fix 
mills on the manors of the Abbey, he aſſigned to the almery, in lieu of the 
tithes of the ſaid mills, the mill of Aldington, which he himſelf had bought: 
from which, with the crofts and houſes appertaining to it, the almoner, at 

the time the donation was made, received annually fixteen ſhillings. - From 
the ſame village the almoner receives alſo ninety eggs. He ought moreover 
to receive the tithe of all the bread baked, bought, or delivered out below 
the Abbey-gate. The care of the monk's garden properly belongs to him, 
that from thence he may ſupply pottage and broths for the refreſhment of 


aſſignment of certain rents to the celebration of theſe anniverſaries, (a kind of reading of which 
we have perhaps too much already,) I ſhall content myſelf with the inſertion of the following 
charter, 3 more particularly to the cuſtoms of this Abbey. 


« To all the faithful in Chriſt by whom this preſent writing ſhall be ſeen or heard: Milliam, by 
divine permiſſion Abbot of the Monaſtery of Eveſham, eternal health in the Lord. Adverting 
to the indigence of the beloved ſons and brethren the prior and reſt of the Convent, as ſome 
relief to that indigence, we grant for ourſelves and our ſucceſſors, and aſſign for ever to the prior 
and our Convent, one meſſuage, with a garden and cloſe, in the village of Baddeſeye, and two 
carucates of arable land, with the tithes of every kind ariſing from them, and with the meadow 
and paſture land in the common fields of the ſame place belonging to the above land, all which 
we acquired for our uſes from John de Wellefleye, knight, and now aſſign to the chamberlain of our 
aforeſaid Monaſtery for the time being, for ever. We will and ordain that the ſaid chamberlain 
ſhall, in conſideration of the aforeſaid emoluments, and of others aſſigned over to his office, pay 
yearly on the feaft of the purification of the blefſed Mary, to the prior and reſt of the Convent, 
the ſum of ten puunds ſterling, over and above what he was accuſtomed to pay them. And that 
the ten annual pounds which the ſaid prior and Convent were accuſtomed to receive againſt the 
feaſt of St. Andrew the Apoſtle, from the chamberlain, pro curſu coopertoriorum, they ſhall now 
receive annually at the feaſt of the purification of the blefſed Mary. The ſaid prior and reſt of 
the Convent are allowed to convert the aforeſaid ſum to their uſe in purchaſing veſtments for ten 
of the brethren ; which veſtments and clothing are to be delivered out yearly, at the feſtival of 
Eaſter, proceeding according to ſeniority. We alſo will and ordain that, in ſome proper part of 
the aforeſaid garden, there be from the common purſe erected ediſices for the recreation and ſolace 
of the ſick monks ; [minutorum ;] and that in the ſame garden they have full liberty to walk for 
their exerciſe and amuſement; and that both they and the other monks, (with the licence of the 
prior or his vice-gcrent,) may, when they wiſh to eat there, receive from both kitchens their allow- 
ance in the ſame proportion with thoſe monks who remain in the Convent, — The ſaid prior and 

Convent 
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the poor, in collecta cerviſie ad ſecundum” cibum vel potum. This official ought 
likewiſe to receive, on the day of All Souls, one ſeme of corn from the gra- 
nary ; the ſame quantity on the death of any one of the Eveſham monks ; 
and UDO ARR oy William de Ponte, in Alinceſter, nine-pence. 


To the refeftory belong the ſmall tithes of Wikewane, Baddeſeie, and Alde- 
tone, for the reparation of the pumps, and the furniſhing cups, meaſures, 
glaſs-windows, ſalt-ſellars, and other utenſils ; together with twelve lamps 
and their oil: concerning all which he ſhall be reſponſible to. the prior, 
whoſe office it is in chapter to appoint him. There belongs alſo to him what 
is left of the ale after our firſt meal,“ and every day fix meaſures [ jute] 
from the cellar ; out of which he ſhall give a pittance to the Convent after 


collation on the Lord's-day, and once in every week at the time the hymns 
to St. Mary are ſung; and he ſhall moreover furniſh a potation after our 
collation, where there is not one before it. He muſt alſo ſupply for many 
other expences and regulations concerning thoſe monks who have been 
blooded or are infirm, from the fame fund. As often as our potation ſhall 
be made after noon, F [or the ninth hour] the refectorer — be allowed two 


meaſures of ale from the cellar. 
To 


Convent have moreover of their free will granted to us, that when we ſhall have departed from 
this life, every year on the day of our anniverſary, every monk that has been ordained: to the 
prieſthood in the aforeſaid Monaſtery ſhall be bound to celebrate each one a maſs, cum aliis oratio- 
num ſuffragiis, in true charity for our ſoul. And becauſe the memory of any one is more deeply 
imprinted on the minds of his fellow men in proportion to the benefits they have received from 
him, that our memory may not ſpeedily periſh, we by theſe preſents aſſign and make over for 
ever to the day of our anniverſary four pounds and ten ſhillings of annual rents acquired by us in 
Merſtowe, viz. ſixty ſhillings toward the relief of the poor; and thirty ſhillings for the refreſh- 
ment of the Convent: committing the cuſtody, receipt, and diſtribution of the above-named 
rents to the almoner of the aforeſaid Convent for the time being. — In teſtimony of which we 
have ſet our ſeal, and the ſeal of the chapter to theſe preſents. Given in the chapter-houle, 
on the octaves of the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, in the year of our Lord M, CCC, XXVIII. 


* Collefta cervifie poſt primum cibum. If I have miſtaken the ſenſe of this and other fimilar 
paſſages, I confeſs I know not how to rectify the miſtake, 


8 Meng; Cn en the ninth canonical hour, or three o'clock; when the monks dined, 
ein cover Ewa eg Their day began at fix o'clock. 
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To the infirmary belongs Buuntone, together with the wood there ; half a 
mark from the cleared woodland at Sanford, with all other its appurtenancies, 
The imjirmarer ought alſo to be allowed one fow, with proper food for her 
during one whole year, vel duos porcos ad plancherum, et unum truncum de cele- 
rario contra natale, qualem fert una Biga curie. This official has moreover the 
fulling- mill at Burton, with one virgate of land; forage for one horſe ; to- 
gether with a certain quantity of ſtraw to heat water for waſhing clothes : 
trom which, together with other appurtenancies, the infirmarer receives to 
the value of three. marks annually. But, on account of the many tedious 
and burdenſome cuſtoms of that office, the Abbot ſhall make up to him 
theſe three marks from another fund, when he ſhall have properly decided 
on the means. There belong alſo to the ſame official the two mills at Stowe, 
from whence he receives fixteen ſhillings ; two ſhillings from the land of 
Towi in the fame place; two flillings from an eſtate near to the above; and 
twenty- pence from the land of Andrea in the ſame town. In Eoveſam, 
twenty-pence from the lands of Richard Sparwe ; eighteen-pence from the 
lands of Galfrid the miller; and forty-pence from the land of Jokn de Kent. 
At Penwortham, from the land of Stephen de More, two ſhillings ; eighteen- 


2 I am obliged in this place as well as in the former ones, when any thing is remarkably obs 
fcure, to treſpaſs on the reader's patience by inſerting the paſſage as originally written, 


| + Befide Pemoortham, this Abbey had two other dependent cells, Otheneſey or Odenzee, in Den- 
mark, before mentioned, and Alceſter, in Warwickſhire, which was afterward conſolidated with it. 
A communication of privileges likewiſe fubſiſted between this foundation and thoſe of Whitby, 
York, and Malmſfury ; concerning the latter of which monaſteries an agreement or convention is 
. preſerved by Stevens: and as it relates to the cuſtoms of both houſes may be worth peruſal in 


This is the convention made between the Abbot of M. Robert II. and the Abbot of E. 
Roger II. and the Convent of both places : That as often as the Abbot or any of the fraternity 
ſhall mutually arrive at either place, they ſhall have full liberty of entering the chapter, and ſhall 
partake as freely of all benefits both temporal and ſpiritual, as if he were a monk of that houſe. 
Ki fall agpon Gat cap member of eihgr evench fall Smngh the cumiiſes af coy exaalſe, 
be obliged to take refuge in the other, he ſhall be committed only to the general cuſtody, [Or, 1 


fuppoſe, confined within the limits of the Monaftery.} It any one, Wen EBOOID- 
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pence from the land of Robert Antigonia, at Hoton ; twelve-pence from the 
land of Nobert Swreis ; fix-pence from a certain eſtate in Furinton: twelve- 
peach mme half a mark from Sullefton ; and one 
mark for the expences of bleeding,* which the Abbot Randulf gave from the 
church of Huniburne. 


To the pittenciary there belong ten marks from the new made eſtate at 


Eoveſham. Twelve pints of honey from Ambreſleye; twenty-five ſhillings from 
8 Ullebererwe ; 


his own depraved will, ſball leave his proper reſidence without leave of abſence, he ſhall be al- 
lowed refuge in the other: and if he afterwards zepents and makes proper ſatisfaction, be may by 
the Abbot be reconciled to his own foundation, and reſtored to it ; unleſs his fault be ſuch as de- 
ſerves deprivation, — Far the dead of either houſe the following cuſtoms ſhall be obſerved. For a 
dead Abbot one tricennule {hall be performed; three maſſes ſhall be celebrated by ſome one who is 
2 prieſt ; by thoſe of an inferior order one plaltery ſhall be ſaid through; and in the reſectory an 
annual pittance ſhall be dealt out. — For a dead monk are the following regulations. Having heard 
of his death, if the brief ſhall arrive in proper time it ſhall immediately be read ; and abſolution 
being given, Verba mea, with à Dirige, ſhall be on the inſtant performed. On the enſuing holiday 
maſs ſhall be ſolemnly celebrated for him in the Convent, three maſſes being performed for him 
by each prieſt, and the plaltery is to be ſaid through by the inferior orders. An allowance alſo, 
the ſame as is uſual for living perſons, ſhall for thirty days be demanded for bis foul. The names 
both of Abbots and monks departed ſhall be inſcribed in the martyrology in both foundations, 
That this convention may remain firm and inviolate, the ſeal of both Cenvents is affixed thereto,” 


The convention with Otheneſey which is alſo preſerved, [Dugdale, vol. 1. p. 150.] is funilac 
to the above; but ſeems more ſevere on the article of offerders and runaways, who are not to be 
received either there or at Zugſhan. — * For brethren depazied the following rules are, at both 
places, to be obſerved. The anniverſary ſhall be inſcribed in the martyzolagy ; and food for thirty 
days is to be allowed. For any of the officials thirty plenary offices are to be ſung in the Convent 
during a whale year; and each of the fraternity are to fay thirty maſſes, or ten pſalteries, As 
ſoon as the brief ſhall arrive, the table ſhall be beaten on, a vigil ſhall be ſung, and the trumpet 
ſounded.” This charter or epiſtle is ſigned by Riculf, Regni, and Illuci, all biſhops. 


* The following curious and whinffical zppertionment of the church — 
Baddeby is from Stevens. [ Appen. p. 132. copied from the Cotton MS, * Gl. 549}; 


Memorandum: Tht when the lord William de Cheniten, Abbot of he Monaſtery of Eveſham, 


and fon of 0 „„ 
and 
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Ulleberewe ; one mark from the church of 'Hildendune; one mark from the 


rents of Pemwitham ; half a mark from be mil of the ſeneſchall at Sanford; 
N for ty- 


and whoſe ſiſter Abbeſs of Lackoc,) ſome time ſince granted and aſſigned for himfelf and his = 
ceſſors for ever, the churches of Ombreſley and Baddeby, with all their rights and appurtenancies, to 
the prior and reſt of his Convent, to be diſpoſed of and expended as it might ſeem beſt to them ; 

(as plainly appears from his letters written on that occaſion) which churches the aforeſaid Abbot ac- 
quired legally and canonically for the uſes of his Convent for ever. Brother Peter de Wyke, prior 
of Eveſham, willing that the profits of the churches aforeſaid ſhould be diſpoſed of and expended 
according to the Abbot's intentions, in full chapter, in the chapter-houſe of Eveſham, on the 
Thurſday next after the feſtival of Chriſtmas, viz. on the feſtival of St. Egwin biſhop, and in the 
year of our Lord 1344, did, with the unanimous conſent and affent of his whole Convent, diſpoſe 
and ordain, that on each year for ever, on the feſtival of the aſcenſion of our Lord, twenty-four 
pounds of ſilver money from the aforeſaid churches ſhould, in equal portions, be diftributed by 
the burſar of the ſaid Convent between the prior and reſt of the Convent, for providing ſpices 
and other neceſſaries; and other four and twenty pounds, in like manner, on the feaſt of St. Peter 
ad vincula. Beſide this, that fix pounds and eighteen ſhillings of filver money from the rents of 
the above churches ſhould be annually for ever divided by the ſame burſar among thoſe monks 
that are let blood, for deſraying their expences in blood-letting. Alſo, that the ſaid prior and Con- 
vent ſhould more willingly keep and preſerve a perpetual memory of the above-named Abbot in 
their maſſes and prayers, the ſaid prior, with the unanimous aſſent and conſent of the whole Con- 
vent, has, beyond the accuſtomed allowance, added two days for the recreation and amuſement 
of thoſe who are let blood, at each of their blood-lettings, viz. Wedneſday and Thurſday: fo 
that thoſe who are let blood may at each blood-letting, on the Sunday, after celebration of the 
greater maſs, aſk leave of the prior or of ſome one elſe in the choir, in the uſual way; having 
obtained which, without leave of any one elſe, thoſe who have been let blood may abſent them- 
ſelves from the choir and the chapter-houſe, from that time until the beginning of the greater 
maſs, on the Friday next enſuing; whether they remain at home or elſewhere; except on the 
ſolemn feſtivals celebrated in their copes. What remains from the above church-rents, (excepting 
the ſum premiſed, namely: fifty-four pounds and eighteen ſhillings,) ſhall be depoſited in the 
treaſury of the aforeſaid Convent for the maintenance and repairs of the above-named churches ; 

and the ſaid prior and Convent have a right to expend it either to NN or to the ſupport of 


the Eveſham church, as they _y find expedient. 


n + « 


Moreover : — When the ſame Abbot had acquired and aſſigned certain annual rents of nine 
marks to the almoner at Eveſham, to ſupply a falary for two chaplains to celebrate maſſes in the 
great church of Eveſham, for the ſoul of Walter of Glouceſter, from the profits of the manor of 
Batlinton, to be paid to the ſame at the four uſual quarters, in equal portions, it was the will and 
intention of the ſaid Abbot, and of Walter, in their life-time, that ſuch chaplains ſhould be 


| [=] nA Inge ſkilled in and knew well how to perform the hymns in honour of the bleſſed 
Virgin 
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forty-two-pence from the land between the eſtate of Henry King, and that 
of Alexander Foſſard ; and twelve-pence from the land of John Portar.* 


To the ſuſtenance and relief of the brethren in the infirmary there belong 
two marks from Wrotefleye and Linintone ; from the manciple alſo ten ſhillings, 
which 


Virgin Mary, in the chapel dedicated to her, where the body of Walter himſelf now lies 


The aforefaid prior conſidering that chaplains of this kind might be better provided by the 
keeper of the ſaid chapel than by the almoner, with the unanimous conſent of his whole Convent, 
did, in the place and on the day and year before ſpecified, ordain that the almoner for the time 
being ſhould every year in future, at the accuſtomed four terms, pay to the keeper of the chapel 
of the blefſed Mary the four abovementioned nine marks, and the keeper himſelf ſhould provide 
chaplains of this kind ſufficiently ſkilled in ſinging, and of good behaviour. And, if the afore- 
ſaid keeper ſhould negligently perform the ſame, the payment of the ſaid nine marks ſhould revert 
to its former mode, namely: that the two faid chaplains ſhould annually be paid four marks each 


* The liſt of days on which extraordinary pittances were by this official dealt out to the Con- 
vent I am obliged to give in the original terms in which I received it from the Britiſh Muſeum, 
[Cotton MS. Veſpaſian B. XXIV. fol. 1.] Beſides being in ſome parts untranſlatable, in one or 
two places, (owing to the difficulty of making out theſe old MSS.) we are conſtrained to content 
re without any poſſibility of getting at the ſenſe of 
the paſſage. 


CE — 
«« Caritates primorum per annum. 
——  — —IAũ 
In nativitate Domini. 
In feſtivitate 8 Egwini. 


In circumciſione Domini: hoc eſt de Pitanciariis. 
In Epiphania Domini. De 8. Vincento dim marc. per manus Sacriſtæ. [sic] 


In purificatione 8. Marie, ; 
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which the kitchens fet apart for charitable uſes; five marks from the ſacriſt, 
which that official gave annually for his board and entertainment, and which 
the Abbots formerly uſed unjuſtly to extort from him. Abbot Randulf how- 
ever perceiving that, according to the privileges of the church and the 

ſtatutes of the chapter general, the Gcriſty, like the other offices, ought 
| to 


In anniverſario 8. Wi, cum pitancia: hoc eſt Sacriſtæ. n 
d'cett. [1c] 
In Annunciatione — 
In Remis Palmarum. | : 
in Cena Domini, tad callationen dimidiam caritatem: 
In Paſcha Domini. | 
Dominica qua cantatur Miſcricardia Domini: „ 
In ſeſtivitate 8. Johanus ante partam Latinam. Vinum cum tribus ſerderit. 
In aſnentione Domini. 
In feftivitate 8. Miſtani. 
In Pentecaſte. | 
In feſtivitate S. Trinitatis. 
In feſtivitate 8. Odlerf dim, marc. per manus Sacre de exclſa de Bacſerton [$16] 
In feſtivitate 8. Johanis Baptiſtz. _- 
In feſtivitate Apoſtolarum Petri et Pauli. 
In craſtino tranſlationis 8. Benedicti, vinum cum pitancia: per manus Sacriſtze panni, 
In feſtivitate 8. Maria Magdalene. 
In transfiguratione Dni. 
In aſſumptione 8. Maric. 
In anniverſario Reginaldi Abbatis cum pitancia, 
In nativitate S. Marie. 
In feſtivitate 8. Egwini : caritas et dimid. prope hoſpites, 
In exaltatione S. Crucis. | 
In feſtivitate Religuarum ad vinum et pitantia, pe bartſ. [510] per manus Sacriſtz, 
In feſtivitate 8. Michaelis. a 
In feſtivitate omnium Sanctorum. 
[In feſtivitate omnium animarum 
In feſtivitate 8. Martini: hec eſt caritas Abbatis de Bradewell. 
In anniverſario Ade Abbatis cum pitantia. 
In feſto S. Katherine: hec eſt Cantoris, 
In conceptione B. Mariæ. 
* eee 
anniverſario Rondolphi Abbatis, cum vino et pitantiis. 
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to be free and unburdened, renounced this yearly payment and all other 
exactions for himfelf and ſucceſſors for ever; ordaining moreover, that 
theſe rents of the facrifty which the Abbots uſed to appropriate ſhould, like 
the rents of every other office, be freely expended in the accommodation and 
utility of the monks yn Sen the pittanciary ſhould be deftitute of 


22 paſture 


Caritates Medonium per annum. 


— 


In feſto S. Fabian et Sebaſtiani. 
In feſto 8. Agnetis virginis. 
Un ſeſto 8. Vincentii.] Ia feſto S, Wulfeni pen fan aide, Leid 

In con verſione 8. Pauli. 

In cathedra 8. Petri. pe 
In feſto 8. Gregorii. ö 
In tranſlatione 8. Benedi&:.] 

In feſto Apoſt. Philippi et Jacobi. a 
In anniverſario Regum Adelredi, Kenredi, et Offe : cum potu ad utrumque Abbatem de cella. 
In feſto 8. Petri ad vincula. 

In feſto 8. Laurentii. 

In vigilia affumptionis B. M. hec eſt de pitantiis. 
In occ. [ste] S. Credani. 

In feſto 8. Bartholomei. 

In decollatione 8. Fohannis Bapt. 

In dedicatione Criptarum. 

[In feſto Reliquarum.] In oct. S. Eagwini, 

In feſto 8. Mathei. 

[In feſto 8. Eduundi.] In verſatione Thome Abbatis, 
In feſto S. Ofwaldi.] In tranſlatione 8. Ofwald;, 
In feſto S. Dianyſii. 

In feſto S. Criſpini et Criſpiniani. 

In feſto 8. Apoſt. Symonis et Jude. 

In albis die Animarum. 

In feſto 8. Hilde. In feſto 8. Admundi. 

In ſeſta 8. Andrea. 

In feſto 8. Nicbalai. 

In feſto 8. Thom Apoſt, 
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paſture for his ſheep, oxen, and pigs, prior Thomas gave to this official, (in 
aid of his own anniverſary,) a wood in Echelewz, which he had purchaſed of 
Peter de Lewz; throughout which wood the pittanciary might have a free run 
in acorn ſeaſon for his pigs, as far as the gate towards Bordſleye. He has alſo 
a right of common paſture for all kinds of cattle round that vicinity ;- and 
this equally free with that which the facriſt poſſeſſes at Lewz, and the infir- 
marer at Buuntone. — The ſame prior Thomas alſo aſſigned the eſtate at Mer- 
owe, which he bought of Hugh de Warwick, to defray the expences of his 
own anniverſary ; as alfo that near to it which he purchaſed of the daughter 
of Randulf, the ſergeant. — For the due celebration of the feſtival of S. John 
ante portam Latinam, Abbot Randulf aſſigned twenty ſhillings out of the pen- 
ſion of ſixty ariſing from the church of Ambreſleye. © This which the Abbots 
once gave to their clerks, [clericis,] the legate made over to his chaplain ; 

but, being afterward applied to other uſes, the Abbot appropriated one mark, 
from the above penſion, for the expences of his own anniverſary, Abbot 
Adam had before aſſigned ten ſhillings from the church rents at Bradwelle to 
the anniverſary of. the Abbot Reginald, and ten more RY from the ſame 


rents to his own anniverſary. 


To the kitchen there belong the third fiſh-pool* beyond the fountain of St. 


Egwin, and alſo the old town and market-place of 8 from which 
| the 


In ſeſto S. Stephani. 
In feſto Innocentium. 
In feſto 8. Thome Martyris. 
In tribus diebus in hebdomada Paſchæ, et octavis. 
In tribus diebus Pentacoſtes. 
In tribus diebus in aſſumptione, et octavis. 
Item in omnibus ſeptem feſtivitatibus de colla. [s1c] tam in vigilia quam in die. 


N. B. All that + included ben brackets Has in the rigs line e through ii 
meant to be eraſed. 

* Vivarium: nn in which ſenſe it is ſometimes uſed in the 
claſſic authors. Many of theſe ſtews may be — ogg == of the Abbey, though 
now entirely dried up. 
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the manciple receives every Sabbath-day* five ſhillings and three half-pence ; 
and annually, at the beginning of Lent, four thouſand ſalted fiſhes. 1 To this 
office belong alſo a mill near the bridge; another at Hampton, with all its ap- 

ancies ;. from both which every Sabbath-day it receives three ſhillings, 
and ſixty ſticks of eels every year. The tithes of the above mills, and of the 
hay of. the meadows which belong both to them and certain other mills, viz. 
thoſe of Eoveſham; Hampton, Huffeham, Foke-muine, T wiford, Chadelburi, Baddeſeie, 
and Wikewane, all are aſſigned to the kitchen. Theſe tithes are appropriated 
to the furniſhing pickles t and brine for pickling during the ſeaſon of Lent, 
The town of Stowe and its market alſo belong to the kitchen, & from whence 


* By dies Sabbati, Saturday appears to be intended in theſe old writings. The note coucerning 
the conſecration of altars, near the beginning of this chapter, . plainly evinces this; where it is 
evidently diſtinguiſhed from the dies dominica,, or Lord's day. How the Sabbath of the Jews came 
to be noticed as ſuch in a Chriſtian fraternity, I am unable to determine; not do I remember to 
have lon oy peticrtanen eme 


+ Alton ;— probably laathing of the herring kind. Hoa ſome kind of fiſli 
that they were accuſtomed to pickle. 


4 Allec. 


This uſeful office was, as we might expect, uncommonly rich and well provided for. Its 
revenue, or rather that part of its income here ſpecified, in money, would amount at leaſt to one 
thouſand two hundred pounds of our money. But beſides the rents mentioned here, there was 
a conſiderable contribution levied on the principal officials of the Convent merely for ſpices, an 
account of which has been preſerved by Stevens ; and as it contains ſome other miſcellaneous in- 
formation I have tranſlated and will here inſert it. 


« FOR SPICES. 


From the Abbot two marks; from the prior twenty ſhillings; from the prior of Penwortham 
two marks; from the ſacriſt two marks ; from the chamberlain two marks; from the cellarer two 
marks; from the infirmarer twenty ſhillings ; from the gardener twenty ſhillings; from the man- 


neee. from the refectorer ſix ſhillings and cight-pence. 


Mem :— That all offerings to the great altar, as well thoſe of gold as of filver, belong to the 
facriſt ; except at the time when any monk celebrates his firſt maſs, or reads the goſpel for the firſt 


_ time, 
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it 115 — deur Blige fixty ſhillings from Marion? the ſame 
from Sanford; four pounds from Withdahesfor ; from the mill of that place 
twenty-four ſhillings annually, and twelve ſticks of eels: twenty ſhillings from 
the mills of the ſeneſcall at Sanford; twenty-ſiue thatlings and forty ſticks 
of eech from the mills at Chedelbuoy and their appurtenancies; twenty - eight 
ſhillings and forty fticks of eels from the mills of Tord and Aidintone, with 
their appurtenancies; ten ſhillings from the mills at Ofcham ; half a mark 
from Fote-mmine; from the mill at Wikewan now only eight ſhillings. From 
Wodefe fixty ſhillings belong to the kitchen, and from the fiſhery at Ambre 
leye twenty-three ſhillings. — Irs Glonceftey from the eftate of Robert Botild three 
ſhillings and one halfpenny belong alſo to it; and two ſhillings and one 
. pound 

tine. All offerings tioreover to every other altar in the church, (excepting that im the chapel of 
St. Mary,) both thoſe that are made for the living and the dead, ate the property of the lac. 
It was decreed in full chapter before Roger Zatton, that alf thoſe who refide in the cemftary or 


within the limits of the Abbey ſhould, at their death, pay a mortuary ; mne have 
not ptevioufly inhabited the town fot a yeat and a day. 


John, Abbot of Eveſham, — ts ante? Hite, fix acres of arable 
land which he had purchaſed of Maſter John de Eathton, of the pariſh of -South-Lutleton, together 
with their tithes; in the year of our Loed 306. 


Mem. — That Thimar de Marleborough «© 2  cyaled und desen wit the 
e6tiſetit of the Abbot and Covent in full chapter, decreed, that from that time all thoſe tenants 
in the vale of Eveſham that paid an herfot, according to the cuſtom of the manor, ſhould, (36 is 
ſpecifled in the cuſtomary book of the lord Abbot,) ever after pay to the zforefaid lord Abbot 
as their heriot, the beſt animal of their live ſtock, viz. of Horſes, trifles, oxen, or cows, bett aot 
of ſheep, And if they have no ſuch animal, then the beſt dead beaſt. Moreover that they ſhould 
pay the ſecond beſt animal to the ſacriſt of the Monuſtery for the time being, for an heriot, or 
rather mortuary. Alſo that the ſame rule ſhould be obſerved concerning mortuaries in general, 
can ener Appen. p. 135. from Nero D. 3, 

fol. 245 · | age | — 

„ memorandum will ſerve len Uns ure 

good works of prior Thomas,” concerning which I was in ſome doubt while tranſlating it. 

e eee Ne ESI IE (es COngs UI. 
p. 27+] l 
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pound of pepper from at eftate and a bake-houſe at Winchelewnh, In 
Eovefham from ſome land in Brutftrete one pound of pepper. From the lands 
of Reginald $itz-William annually half a mark; from Peawrtham four marks, 
a certain quantity [ facmma] of ſalmon, and two thouſand ſalted filkes ; ¶ alie- 
tium ;] from every tamacate af land in the vale of Zoneyham that belongs to = 
the lordſhip, excepting Aldintone, annually three hundred eggs; and from 
every manor. three-pence to furuiſn diſhes,” {di/tos,] and twelve pots. [olle] 
From Bradmeile ninety eggs, three-pence,- and | twelve pots. [alle.] Aſo on 
each day the manciple ſhould be allowed forage for one horſe, with bran like · 
= from the granary. He ought moreover to have two porkers ad Plange- 
and, as otten as he buys fiſh at the market of Zoveſtam for the whole 
— to be allowed from the buttery bread and a meaſure of 
ale for the refreſhment of thoſe who ſelf the fiſh. For every Kind of food 
that requires a ſauce in which ale js uſed, he ſhould be allowed ale from the 
cellar, and cheeſe once in the day ; to purchaſe which, {in caſe it ſhould 
not be provided him from the cellar, ) the Abbot Reuduif aſſigued the profits 
of the chapel of Bretfordtone. The manciple ſhall alſo have, on the ſeven 
principal feſtivals, ſeven ſemes of corn from the granary, a frixinas, and, 
on the feaſt of St, John, ante portam Latinem, one allowance; ¶ prebendarium;] 
another on the feaſt af St. Adulf; a third on Septuagefima ; a fourth for 
puddings on the day of Paraſteve; three at Eaſter ad faciendum falcons ; 
and as many on rogation days for the ſame purpoſe. 


To the chamberlain's office belong Malgargbury and Swele, as they anciently 
did; and, inſtead of Buratone, T ateleſtroppe is now aſſigned to this office, and 
the Abbot has Burntone : — with this proviſo however, that the Abbot, ac- 
cording to this new allotment, ſhall receive neither veſtments + nor board- 

| | money 


* Quaze:—— Whether Paraclete, ot Whitſunday? 


+ Stevens has preſerved an allotment of certain vents o purchaſe winter boots for the fra- 
dernity, out of which two were allowed to each member; excepting-the prior of Frn- 
wortham and the chamberlain. I'find alſo from a bull of pope Innocent IV. that the Eveſham 


monks, having repreſented that A w-w « very cold and windy (pot, 
(which 
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money from the chamberlain as he did before. For this manor, with all its 
appurtenancies, was affigned for ever to furniſh veſtments to the monks, 
The chamberlain ought moreover to have daily an allowance for one ſervant, 


and ſupport for one horſe from the granary, with forage from the 9 — 
r 


| To the en of we fabric of the durcb and the coifter, with its wh 
ropes ve tens bomIG uin Ambrefleye; for which 
if 
3 , 
(which by the way does not ſeem altogether the truth,) were allowed to wear a fort of cap, made 
however as conformable to the general dreſs of the order as poſſible. e ne, 
ſtill to be ſeen in the Britiſh Muſeum. [ Harl. MS. 3763. 99. b.] 


* From the Harleian MS. 3763. in the Britiſh Muſeum, 1 was favoured with the following 
paper concerning a contribution to be levied on the Convent for the reparation of — * 
buildings. The original is in Latin, and is dated 1293. 


In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Amen. E 1295, 
and on the ides of February, the Abbot and Convent being aſſembled in chapter, John, Abbot of 
Eoveſham and of the Convent there, having a ſpecial regard to the finiſhing his chapter-houſe then 
juſt begun, and alſo to the reparation of the dormitory, refectory, cloiſter, and infirmary ; and 
farther conſidering that the common fund of the houſe, to which in matters of this kind chief 
recourſe was to be made, was then very ſlender and nearly exhauſted ; with provident deliberation 
and unanimous conſent they choſe and appointed five of the fraternity, viz. John Strech, Robert 
de Recheford, Walter de Blockeleye, Adam de Hauleye, and William de Bengeworth, giving to the 
faid perſons full power of providing and ordering how and from whence works of this kind might 
be beſt and eaſieſt executed, and the indigence of the community in future be alleviated. The 
prior and reſt of the Convent granted, and bona fide promiſed, that they would truſt to the pro- 
vident care and ordering of the ſaid five brethren, and would hold their proceedings good and 
lawful. The aforeſaid five brethren, having then conſulted with the Abbot and with certain of 
the fraternity who were chiefly ſkilled in ſuch matters, reſolved that on every year, at the four ac- 
cuſtomed quarterly terms, forty ſhillings ſhould be ſet apart and paid from the priorſhip. Ten 
marks from the chamberlain's office, . Sixteen marks from the ſacriſty. Ten marks from the prior- 
ſhip of Penwortham. Forty ſhillings from the hoſtilary. [An office I find no mention of elſewhere.] 
Twenty ſhillings from the infirmary. - Two ſhillings from the chantry. Ten ſhillings from the 
deanery. Twelve ſhillings from the altar of the bleſſed Virgin. Three ſhillings from the gar- 
dener's office. The aforeſaid five brethren ordained alſo, that all the rents of the pittanciary 
ſhould be given up for this contribution, and-thoſe expences that official ſhould incur W 
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(if by any negle& the money ſhould be left unpaid,) the neceſſary repairs 
muſt be otherwiſe ſupplied from the finances of the Abbot. The tithes of 
William Beorin, at Offeham, are alſo ſet apart to the ſame uſes, together with 
the ſmitheries of the ſame village; the predications of the Abbey; (or 
profits, I preſume, ariſing from the preaching of any member of it;) and 

„ —— — evmpeted coaninaacder. conan | 


To the cell provided for the accommodation of frangers there belong the 
R ſmall 


and other neceſſary charges ſhould be made up to him, Likewiſe that all the rents of the burſary of 
the Convent, all bequeſts to the martilagium, (sie] and. thoſe made towards the repairs of the church, 
ſhould be contributed to the fame purpoſe : excepting only ſuch as were neceſſary to the expence 
of that office, That all offerings to the croſs, excepting thoſe made on the two feſtivals of the 
holy croſs, which belong to the ſacriſty, ſhould be in like manner contributed. Moreover that all 
offerings at the tomb of St. Wiſin, and thoſe made at the gate of the church, as well in wax as in 
money, ſhould be collected for the ſame uſes: excepting only the neceſſary expences for ſupply- 
ing the lights. To collect, receive, and faithfully to expend all which, the above five brethren. 
ordained that two monks ſhould be by the prior and Convent, in chapter, deputed, who ſhould . 
demand, collect, receive, and depoſit in the common cheſt of the treaſury this contribution, 
keeping it under their care and the prior's key, and ſhould afterward, at the will and diſpoſal of 
the prior and reſt of the Convent, deliver it out and pay it away, And becauſe it ſeemed to the 
aforeſaid five brethren that each of the offices to be taxed were, communibus anus, competent both to 
the contribution and their own ſupport, they ordained, that if any one of the fraternity who had 
the care of any of the aforeſaid offices to be taxed, ſhould of his own accord, and contrary to the 
will and aſſent of the Convent, in any way diminiſh, detra& from, or detain any part of the con- 
tribution thus provided to the great utility of the church, (which may God avert!) the Abbot, at 
the requiſition of the Convent, may without delay remove from his office ſuch official, whoſoever 
he be, as an unworthy, uſeleſs, and improvident guardian of the property of the church, and by 
advice of the Convent may appoint in his place another more worthy perſon. — This proviſion or 
ordonnance the aforeſaid Abbot has accepted and ratified in all things; to the greater confirmation 
of which his ſeal, together with that of the Convent, is affixed to-it. — Given in the chapter-houſe 
. 


It is unpleaſant to throw out ſarcaſms on a body of men who I firtnly believe were, taken 
generally, both good and pious: but a modern Wittol would here certainly remark, — that, while 
the good fathers provided bountifully for their kitchen, they left their church almoſt entirely to acci- 
dental bequeſts. Thus they could never want the pretext of poverty to excite the charitable mu- 
nificence of the laity. 18 1 
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: — ü 
| reckdental gueſts, 


Theſe are the — see ene as ap- 
pointed in ancient times, and to be enforced by the cellarer general. This 
official ought every day to furniſh for the refectory ſeventy-two loaves of 
bread for the monks, each of which is to be of the weight of five ſhillings,* 
and of which every monk is to have one. The prior is to have two, (ex- 
cept at thoſe times when he ſhall eat with the Abbot,) and one alſo at ſup- 
per, together with a meaſure [ juſta] of ale, unleſs he ſhall ſup with the 
Abbot, or in the refeftory. Nevertheleſs he that ſhall fit at the high table as 
guardian of the order ſhall have two, one of the fame ſort as thoſe provided 
for the Abbot, f and one cup of the Abbot's wine. He who ſhall have cele- 
brated the greater maſs ſhall have two. The reader alſo, the manciple, 'and 
ſervants, ſhall have one mixed, and in winter a whole meaſure. Eleemoſina- 
rius autem ſepte m pro decima, et tres ad mandatum, et duos ad tricennales currentes 
percipiet. Each of the fraternity ſhall every day receive two meaſures of ale, 
each of which ſhall contain two pittancies ; of which pittancies fix make up 
a pint royal. Beſide this the prior ſhall have one ad novum traftum, and he 
| who ſhall fit at the diff one cup at dinner, and another in the evening. 

The cellarer muſt alſo ſupply falt, fuel for the fire, materials! both for the 
food and beverage of the monks, and likewiſe for two puddings, viz, one 
of them to be made of a ſtrike of dried or a full meaſure of new beans from 


* As told in copper money doubtics 


$ Sextarium regis. 


Probably to carve for the reſt, if diſcus the word in the original may here be rendered diſk. It 
might however, I believe, be rendered def : as it was uſual for ſome one to read portions of ſcrip- | 
ture during their meals, 


1! Summagium: — a word that ſeems to be in theſe old writings uſed in a very extended ſenſe. 
Summagium facere, and ſummagiant, are words that frequently occur in the account of the tenants 
and their tenures, in the foregoing chapter; but I muſt confeſs myſelf ignorant of their exat 
meaning, both there and in the preſent inſtance. 
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the granary, and another to be made of twelve loaves of monk's bread, or 
of one ſtrike of wheat from the granary; and this for every day, except 
in the time of Quadrageſima, when the monks are to be allowed two ſemes 
of beans from Huniburne, to make puddings throughout all Lent ; as alfo 
twelve femes of oatmeal to make grue} on the fourth and ſixth holiday 
throughout the ſeaſon ; and meal for pottage every day in the fame ſeaſon. 
The monks ought moreover to have at the ſeven principal feſtivals feven 
cyffolles of wheat from the granary, ad waſtellos ; and on the tranſlation of St. 
Egwin an eighth, as well for ſupper as for dinner; and one ſcifſol ad waſtellos 
at the feaſt of-St. John before the Latin gate; one on the feaſt of &. Odulf; 
one on the day of All Souls; one on the anniverſary of the bleſſed Min: 
one on the anniverſary of the kings Ethelred, Kenred, and Offa ; one on the 
anniverfary of Abbot Reginald; one on the anniverſary of Abbot Adam; 
and one on the anniverſary of Abbot Randulf. On the advent of our 
Lord, the monks ſhall be allowed fourteen femes, ad formittas ; as many 
againſt Chriſtmas ; and the ſame quantity iu Lent, at Eaſter, Pentecoſt, 
the aſſumption of the bleſſed Mary, and the tranflation of St.. Egwin : all to 
be received from the granaries. The monks. ought alſo to have from the cel- 
lar, on. every Sabbath-day, a pittance for their collation, ad mandatum ; as 
alſo for every collation at the feſtivals, as well thoſe. that are celebrated in 
copes, as in albs;* and that both on the eve and the day itſelf: excepting 

R2 | | only 


The following account of the various dreſſes worn at different ſervices in Eveſham Abbey, is 
among the curioſities obtained from the Britiſh Muſeum. Harl. MS, 3763. p. 115. b. 


« Mem, — That the cuſtom of this church is, in all the feſtivals of the bleſſed Mary, to uſe 
a white veſtment, On the eve of All Saints, of the nativity of our Lord, in the ſupper of our 
Lord, and on the eves of Eaſter and Pentecoſt, a red one. On the nativity itſelf we uſe a large 
black cheſable at the greater maſs. On the ſame day we go to maſs at cock-crowing, On Eaſter- 
day, Aſcenſion-day, and the day of Pentecoſt, for the greater maſs, a white cheſable embroidered 
with gold is to be uſed. On the feaſt of St. Egwin, on the day of All Souls, and on the anniver- 
fary of St. Wiſin and of the kings, a leſſer black cheſable is to be worn.” 


Another memorandum that follows, relating likewiſe to the cuſtoms of this Abbey, I muſt 
inſert in the original language, for reaſons that will be evident to thoſe who may peruſs it. 


Cum 
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only the collations of the ſeven pringipal- feaſts, for then the: pittanciary is 
to furniſh them. They ought moreover to have a pittance allowed from the 
cellar for dinner, on each of the octaves of the principal feſtivals, at leaſt of 
ſuch as have octaves; excepting however thoſe days on which we wear dur 
copes, for then they are found by the pittanciary. But for their collation 
on each day of the above octaves they ſhall receive it from the cellar; and 
this from Chriſtmas to the Epiphany. On every day in miſericordiis regulari- 
bus every two brethren ſhall have one meaſure from the cellar ; but after 
being let blood they ſhall have one for dinner, and another at ſupper. He 
who ſhall have been cupped . [ventoſatus] ſhall have on that day only one 
. meaſure from the cellar. The ſervant who ſhall let the monks blood ſhall 
have both bread and ale from the cellar, if he have blooded more than one. 
As often as the napkins ſhall be waſhed the waſhers ſhall receive from the 
refectorer. a loaf of monk's bread from the buttery. The ſervants who attend 
on the monks while bathing ſhall have from the buttery bread, and a mea- 
ſure of ale from the cellar, on each day for three weeks before the nativity, 
and for three weeks before Palm Sunday. — The Abbots and alſo the monks 
. of Eveſham ſhall have their corredy (or allowance) for a whole year after 
their death, in the ſame proportion as while they lived; and this to be 
beſtowed on ſome poor perſon for the good of their fouls. —The ſervants who. 
watch with any brother near his departure ought to be provided with bread- 
and ale from the cellar. — When the death either of the Abbot or of any 


monk of another foundation ſhall happen, provided they were members of 
the 


6 Cum olim pro uſu fuerit obſervatum quod r ad magnam miſſam, 
quicunque eſſet in ebdomada proxima ante Paſcha, omnes paſſiones, omnia evangelia ipſius ebdo- 
madz, lettom (sic) in capitulo feria quinta, ac benedictionem cerei in vigilia Paſchæ, per ſeipſum 
legeret vel ſumptuoſe per alium legi procuraret: Frater Petrus de Wyk Prior cum confilio Con- 
ventus in Capitulo inter eos celebrato, die dominica proxime ante feſtum S. Gregorii A. D. 1338, 
pie conſiderans ipſius ebdomadarii, aliis deoneratis, laborem, juvamen et hoc ſoli poſſe contingere . 
caſualiter, multis annis, benigne conſtituit et rationabiliter ordinavit, quod ebdomadarius Evan- 
| gelii ad magnam miſſam in ebdomada predicta, paſſionem indoca. (sic) Ramis Palmarum, evange- 
liam feriis ſecunda, quinta, et ſabbato, ac lettor (ste) in Capitulo feria quinta, Senior vero Diacono- 
rum, excepto ebdomadario predicto, paſſionem feria tertia. Secundus ſenior paſſionem feria quarta. 
Tertius paſſionem feria ſexta, et quartus benedictionem cerei in ſabbato Paſcha per ſeipſos legant, 
vel per alios faciant legi competenter ; ut fic alter alterius onera portatis, et lex Chriſti impleatur. 
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the Eveſham chapter, ad annale pro Ablate et tricennale pro monacho, bread and 
beer may be by any poor perſon demanded from the cellar in the ſame pro- 


portion which a monk enjoys while living. The cellarer ought to allow. to 


each poor perſon who ſhall have been in the chapter-houſe at the Lord's ſup- 
per, one loaf and three ſalted fiſhes, and as much ale as may be neceſſary.— 
If any one ſhall preſerve or add to theſe regulations, may the Lord increaſe 
his days upon earth, and preſerve him to eternal life; but if any one ſhall 


deſtroy or detract from them, may the Lord diminiſh his days, and deſtroy 


his exiſtence from off the earth. Amen. Amen. Amen. 


IN theſe minute regulations there is doubtleſs much matter for wonder, 
ſome for praiſe, and a little for laughter. The former muſt be excited by the 
tedious mummery they contain; many- charitable proviſions for the poor 
will demand reverence ; and ſome of the more trivial inſtitutions will pro- 
bably provoke a ſmile. ' How much muſt a poor novice have had to learn 
before he could look forward with any certainty to the day when he might 
eat and drink his belly-full ! Yet, upon the whole, it will not be eaſy to find 
any record that admits a reader more completely into the interior of an 
ancient Engliſh monaſtery, than the above paper of Inſtitutes.“ 


But will not ſome pedantry and ſome ſuperſtitious regard for theſe mo- 
naſtic mummeries be attributed to the recorder of them ? — Should this be 


the caſe, he knows not how he can ward off the imputation better than by 
quoting 


In Stevens's Appendix Ip. 146.] is a Latin epiſtle of conſolation addreſſed to the monks of 
Eveſkam during the abſence of their Abbot. It was written by Peter Bleſenfis, (or de Blois,) who 
was archdeacon of London, and vice<chancellor to Henry I. about the year 1117. Nothing but 
the great length of this and the foregoing chapter would have prevented my tranſlating and inſert- 
ing it here; as (although not ſtrictly relating to the cuſtoms of this Abbey,) it is written in a 
pleaſing, though rather enthuſiaſtic manner, and contains many excellent topics of conſolation 
under real calamities, drawn from religion. It may be found in the Appendix in the original lan- 
Suage. | 


— — a 
— —— — 
— — oe 
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quoting the lines of a genuine poet, who was himſelf a lover of antiquity ; 
and who pleads with much candour, as well as with a truly poetic ſpirit, in 
defence of a brother antiquary, in the following terms: 


« Deem not, devoid of elegance, the Sage,* 

By Fancy's genuine feelings unbeguil'd, 

Of painful pedantry the poring child ; 

Who turns, of theſe proud domes, th" hiſtoric page, 
Now ſunk by Time, and Henry's fiercer rage. 
While cloiſter'd Piety diſplays 
Her mould'ring roll, the piercing eye explores 
New manners, and the pomp of elder days, 
Whence culls the penfive bard his pictur'd ſtores. 
Nor rough, nor barren, are the winding ways 
Of hoar Antiquity, but ſtrown with flowers.” 


[Warton, Sonnet III.] 


* Dugdale : on a blank leaf of whoſe Monaſticon the above lines were written. 


CHAP, 
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C H AP. V. 
SITE, AND REMAINING ANTIQUITIES OF EVESHAM ABBEY. 


HE relivs of ancient magnificence at Eveſham are few; but on that 
very account the more precious. Enough ſtill remains to convince us 
that there were once edifices on the ſpot of more than common e „a8 


well as magnitude. Befide the old gateway on the north, (which is in the 5 


pureſt Saxon manner, and may, without much improbability, be conjectured 
part of the original ſtructure,) — the tower built by Lichfield, ſtill entire, — 
the two chapels of All Saints and St. Lawrence, the latter ſpeedily haſtening 
to decay, and other edifices already mentioned, there are various ſcattered 
fragments that from their beauty and finiſhed ſtile of execution demand par- 
ticular notice. But firſt it may be proper to ſay ſomething of the general 
fite of this almoſt forgotten fabric. 


The whole of the ſpace allotted to the Abbey is a peninſula formed here 
by the river Avon. The ſhape of that part of it on which the Abbey flood 
is, with ſome little irregularities, that of the ſection of an ellipſis biſected 
lengthwiſe, but not exactly at its greater diameter.“ This biſection is made 
by a long wall, of which the greater * ſtill remains, and which doubtleſs 


formerly 


* The narroweſt part of this elliptical ſection ſeems to be that toward the ſouth- eaſt. 


+ This wall was probably erected ſome time between the years 1122 and 1149, by Abbot Re- 
ginald, who built much about the Convent. In a pretty long account of Abbots which I received 
from the Britiſh Muſeum fince I began this work, but which I could not, without ſwelling the 
work too much, inſert at length, the following particulars are related (in Latin) of this Abbot. 
« He incloſed the whole Abbey and the cemitary with an excellent wall. He built great part of 
the walls of the nave of the church; as alfo the old refe&ory, and a regular locutory with a chapel 
to it; a hall for gueſts, and the great kitchen.“ This account is ſo minute as to deſcend even to 

| the 
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formerly reached from the river on the weſt fide, to the ſame river, on its 
return round by the ſouth, to the eaſt fide. All around on the edge of the 
river are meadows perfectly level, and of the richeſt ſoil. From thence, the 
ground very gently aſcends in the elliptical form before ſpoken of; and on 
this little elevation ſtood once the Abbey with its dependencies, its gardens 
and pleaſure grounds. All this ſpace, excepting a ſmall meadow or two, is 
now occupied by ſome of the moſt fertile and laxuriant gardens in the workd, 
To a ſpectator ſtanding on any part of this bank the view is delightful and 
highly diverfified.* On the ſouth-eaſt, at the diſtance of about four miles, 

ſtands Breedon hill, (which, next to the.Malvern hills, has the beſt claim of 
any.in this country to the name of mountain,) with its foreſts intermingled 
with cultivated ſpots and farm-houſes, and a fine park deſcending to its 
ſkirts. - To the eaſt, on which fide is what is properly called the vale of 
Eveſham, are the Broadway and other hills, in a long chain of conſiderable 
height, with almoſt numberleſs towns and villages in the intermediate diſ- 
tance, and a tract of country too much famed for its fertility to need deſcrip- 
tion. The ſmall elevation on which Bengworth ſtands, with the river at the 
bottom, forms the firſt diſtance on this fide, On the north is the town of 
Eveſham. The weſt view is cloſed by a high and ſteep bank on the other fide of 
the river, belonging to the pariſh of Hampton, of a beauty and form entirely pe- 
culiar to itſelf, But it is from this very bank that this delicious ſpot and its adja- 
. cencies appear to the higheſt advantage. The whole there aſſumes the appear- 


ance of an admirable piece of ſcene-painting. The objects ſeem too artificially, 
* 


the bells and veſtments. He cauſed to be founded the bell Benedict and its companion; the 
fmall bell Glouceſter and its companion: gave a large black cope, and many veſtments, books, 
and other ornaments to this church.” It was plainly from the above hiſtorical liſt of Abbots 


that Talbot's MS. was tranſlated ; but with much abridgment, and in a very mutilated manner. 
It is intituled, * Euizuts purticuts be gets. e 
3763. fol. 168, 


6 Mr. Gough, (among other writers,) in his new edition of Camden, bears ſufficient teſtimony 
to the extraordinary beauty of this ſpot, * No ſituation” (ſays he) can be more luxurious or 

beautiful than that of this Abbey, placed in the centre of a curve formed by the river Avon, and 
on a regular aſcent from the river.” [Vol. 2. p. 370. | 


»- 
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not regularly, diſpoſed for this combination to appear the work of nature. 
The town of Eveſham, there ſeen at its full dimenſions; the hanging gardens 
around it; the Abbey fite, with the tower and two highly pictureſque ſpires 
ſtill ſtanding ; the- back-ground of Broadway hills, and fore-ground of the 
bank itſelf ſteeply deſcending to the river ; all together form a ſpecies of 
landſcape that will appear new and peculiar even to thoſe who are moſt 
converſant in the ſtudy of nature and her various ſcenery. 


It is on the north-eaſt ſide of the above-mentioned gentle elevation that 
the chief part of the former edifices ſeem to have ſtood ; and it is there 
only that any remains of them are now to be found. That theſe buildings 
were once ſplendid and numerous may be collected from the former part of 
this work:“ but all knowledge of their exact ſite and formation was loſt even 

8 3 to 


„The buildings already mentioned in the courſe of this work are £ 


I. The church, ſeveral times rebuilt, and at laſt brought to great perfeRion both in ſize and 
beauty. In ſome extracts from a MS. work of Mr. Habington there is the following account of 
it. It contained three aiſles of a more than ordinary breadth, and was extended from the gate- 
houſe now ſtanding eaſtward almoſt to the new tower; having cloiſters anſwerable on the ſouth fide, 


together with walks and courts for the recreation of the monks, with a very great and curious walk 
to go at certain times to the little church to celebrate maſs; which church is now the pariſh church 


of St. Lawrence. All which Abbey and cloiſters were of curious workmanſhip, and had within- 
ſide one hundred and fixty-four gilt marble pillars. There were alſo in the church ſixteen altars, 


all in ſo many chapels dedicated to their reſpeRive ſaints,” 
Concerning the one hundred and fixty-four gilt pillars, which would ſeem a waſte of mag- 
nificence and ſplendour, an ingenious acquaintance (the Rev. Wm. Aldington, rector of Toduam,) 


whom I have ſometimes conſulted in the courſe of this work, has a very probable conjeRure that it 
means nothing more than that the ſmall cluſtered pillars in the church were faſtened together by 


rings of gilt copper. F IIUILT Bs paligs 3 CLLRrC SUNLES Worceſter, 
lp. 53+ firſt edit. 


II. The cloifers, frequently mentioned in the chapter of Abbots, as alſo in the above quota- 
tion from Mr. Habington : over one fide of which was 


III. The library, built, or poſſibly only repaired, by John de Brokehamton, about the year 
1295. | | 


IV, .* : 
* v. The 
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to our earlieſt antiquaries. Little now can be done, unleſs we (choſe to 
enter into an uſeleſs train of arbitrary conjecture, than to ſelect each frag- 
ment that now remains on the ſpot, and deſcribe it more copiouſly or ſuc- 
cinctly, TTT 
miration. 


The firſt relict of antiquity that 0 itſelf on entering upon the 
Abbey- ſite from the town, is the ancient gateway on the north fide of the 
| Y Ne preſent 


v. The dormitory. 
VI. The infrmary or hoſpital. 
VII. The preſytery. 

VIII. The chapter-houſe. 
IX. The miſericordia: 1 fuppoſe a diſtin building from the infirmary. 


X. The locufory. Theſe ſeven laſt mentioned buildings are all noticed in the enumeration of 
the * good acts of prior Thomas,” Ip. 24. ] as repaired or improved by him. 


XI, The alnery, probably the ſame with the miſericordia. 
XII. The kitchen. In latter periods two of theſe are mentioned in ſome of the charters, 
Beſide theſe it is probable there was a chapel dedicated to St. Michael, diſtin from the church. 


The two chapels of All Saints and St, Lawrence are ſtill ſtanding. — We read alſo of various 
crypts, and a chapel dedicated to St, Anne, near the locutory, 


Many other buildings are ſpecified ha the ſite to Sir Philip Hoby, and of ſome the 
ſite is given us, 


F coke br tae. g 
2. The Abbot's ſtables, toward the ſouth, | 
3. The baſſe-court, toward the eaſt. 
4. Barton- gate, on the weſt, 
3. A kitchen. 
6, Two other flables, 
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preſent church- yard. It was once, as may be ſeen by the note ſubjoined. 
ſurmounted by a tower. At preſent a private dwelling is built over it: fo 
that it is ditficult to ſay how much of the ancient fabric remains. It-is al- 
together in the Saxon ſtyle of architecture, and on either fide is a row of 
ſmall Saxon arches, riſing about four feet and an half from the ground, 
merely ornamental. The ſtones of which it is built, and which are remark» 
ably large and maſſive, are of the darkeſt brown hue from extreme antiquity, 
A large arch was doubtleſs once the form of this entrance, but the building 
erected over prevents all certainty on this head. Entering through the gate- 


way you arrive in the church-yard, probably always a cemitary, 


The two chapels (afterwards churches) of All a 
82 . next 


1 | - 
9. The flore-honſe, cnt ir cf n un e Gab n comer rent the 
ſouth ; and upon the almery on the caſt, 


6. 5 eget hd inter etrrat tees attend 
Abbot's pools againſt the eaſt ; upon the baſſe-court weſt ; "pon the Alkoth gualen ſouth; and 
upon the buildings called the Prince's-chapel chamber north. 


11. Another kitchen. 

12. A houſe called the taylor, or the apple-houſe. | 
13. Another called the receipt, where the records were kept. 
14. The fteward's lodgings. 

15. Another dove-houſe. 

16. The buildings called Dortor Prenſe lodgings. 


All theſe were to be excepted from deſtruRion at the general wreck ; but what has become of 
them ſince no one has been able to inform vs. Tbere were alſo reſerved the aimery garden; a 
curtilage called the almery court: the ganden called the hade garden, near Barton-gate ; another 
garden; a ſmall curtilage ; one erchard within the park called calve's croft, with a pool of water 
in it; and laſtly another garden. — Though the fite and abutments of theſe reſerved offices are 
ſometimes given, yet the very buildings and places on which they abutted having allo periſhed, 
very little light is by theſe means thun on the general form and original appearance of the 
Monaſtery, 0 a | 
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next preſent themſelves ; the former of which ſtands cloſe on the left,” at the 
edge of the cemitary, and the latter near the centre of the open ſpace. 
The church of St. Lawrence is now haſtening to complete ruin, and as fuch 
preſents a fine object to the lover of pictureſque beauty. The eaſtern win- 
dow, remarkably finiſhed and beautiful, forms a plate in this work, and will 
therefore need no minute deſcription. Of the internal fabric and monu- 
ments of theſe churches a farther account will occur in the article of public 
edifices and 1 8 in this town. 


On the eaſt Sal this church, and Amoſt in a direct line from its earn 
window, ſtands the famous tower, with a gateway under it, erected by Cle- 
ment Lichfie'd. It is by many eſteemed an almoſt perfect model of the per- 
fection of Gothic architecture; though in the opinion"of ſome connoifleurs, 
(and not, I ſuppoſe, without reaſon,) the art had before the period in 
which this tower was erected already paſſed its ſummit,“ and was then verging 
faſt to decay. This is apparent in the ſtyle of its decorations and in. the 
ſhape of its arch, which, departing too far from the lancet form, aſſumes 
almoſt the heavineſs of the Saxon order. This ſtyle, ariſing probably from 
bad ſpecimens of Grecian architecture obſerved by our remote anceſtors in 
Paleſtine, was now, after its progreſs of ſeveral ages through the varieties of 
the Gothic ſpecies, degenerating once more into a bad imitation of- the 
Grecian model. On the whole however this tower is, excepting perhaps 
the towers of All Saints in Derby, of Glouceſter cathedral, York minſter, and 

a few 


The period in which the Gothic ſtyle preſerved its higheſt perſection is ſuppoſed to have 
been between the reigns of Henry III. and Henry VII. « All the buildings” (ſays Mr. Gray, a 
very good judge, in his 44th letter,) © of Henry the Second's time are of a clumſy and heavy 
proportion, with a few rude and aukward ornaments; and this ſtyle continues to the beginning of 
Henry the Third's reign, though with a little improvement, as in the nave of Fountain's abbey, 
&c. then all at once come in the tall picked arches, the light cluſtered columns, the capitals of 

| curled foliage, the fretted tabernacles and vaultings, and a profuſion of ſtatues, &c. that conſtitute 
the good Gothic ſtyle; together with decreaſing and flying buttrefſes, and pinnacles on the out- 
fide.” The erections of Henry VII. and particularly the famous chapel at Weſtminſter, will 
plainly evince that, according to the above definition of Mr. Gray, the purity of this ſtyle was 
not loſt in his time. . ü —˙ wü 
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H A VIEW OF BENGWORTH. 


This Plate it humbly dedicated, by his mort humble Servant John Agg- 


a few others, the fineſt ſpecimen of architecture left by our popiſh anceſtors 


n the whole kingdom. It is likewiſe-allowed to be one of the lateſt, if 


not abſolutely the laſt.* — A- further deſcription of this alſo will be more 
ER >> 0/4 7/15 IPD: 


. We een e en de been 
the old wall begins to be vifible, and ſtretches away nearly in a right line 
almoſt to the edge of the river, weſtward: nor is there much doubt but it 
formerly extended itſelf to the fame river, on the eaſt fide. In many parts 
of it, toward the cemitary, there are veſtiges of ancient door-ways and win- 
dows, which lead us to ſuſpect that ſome part of it muſt once have ſerved 
for other purpoſes than a mere boundary. There is alſo one very ancient 
chimney erected on it, which ſerves for a fire-place in a ſummer-houſe 


ſanding on the wall. It is hexangular, and has a fort of battlement on the 


top like thoſe belonging to the chapels in All Saints and St. Lawrence; 
though, as may be ſuppoſed, on a much fmaller ſcale. From hence it be- 
comes extremely probable that this wall, which may have at firſt ſerved only 
the purpoſe of an enclofure, had afterwards cells and other habitable offices 
annexed to it. ——˖ů U 


erections of the ſame kind. | 
Faun on the fouthern fide of this will, dear Marrs cata, are 
the pleaſant gardens and premiſes inhabited by Mr, Phillips, who, with a 


confiderable taſte for antiquity, has every advantage for its ſtudy that a gen- 


Yeman can poſſeſs. It is on the eaſt end of his garden that the famous arch 
fill Tubfiſts which has ſo frequently been admired and delineated by the 
lovers of Gothic architecture. Though its feet are now buried in the ſoil to 
within about four feet of the ſpringing of the arch, it is eaſy to diſcern that 
it mult once have poſſeſſed every advantage of elegance of form, as well as 

excellence of execution, It is pointed, but obtuſely ; which circumſtance 

b Hite , ln % ſeems 


. l Gough ſuppoſes it the - kat building ereRted by popery in England," (Edit. of Camden, 
vol. 2. p. 370-] But I have been credibly informed of an edifice, but do not-recolle& where, that 
1 Ä 
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ſeems to fix the time of its erection to the early part of Henry the Third's 
_ reign, or ſome late period of his predeteſſor 3. From the ſpringing of the 
arch it is divided by three mouldings of the neateſt workmanihip into two 
compartments, In each of theſe are eight figures now deprived of their 
heads, (I have heard in a drunken frolic,) but of very ſuperior perform- 
ance. The outer row are ſeated ; the inner ſtanding: and the draperies be- 
longing to both are particularly admired by curious viſitors. . In the middle, 
at the top, is a mutilated figure of an angel praying. The centre of the 
inner range of figures had, it is affirmed; once an inſcription on it; but 
all veſtiges of this are entirely gone. The whole height of the arch is, at 
preſent, only ſeventeen feet: but what was its former elevation is not ęaſily 
to be known. From the uſual proportion obſerved in theſe Gothic erec- 
tions, we may however gueſs that, if formerly a gateway, rather more than 
one third of it is, at preſent, buried in the earth. If a window, as ſome 
conjecture, it muſt have ſunk, or the ground have riſen around it, to an 
incredible degree. The plate which accompanies this deſcription, and is 
. ˙— c 
e g 


As PR can be little doubt but that the church was ſituated near this ſpot, 
and probably extended from this gate weſtward as far as where the houſe of 
Mr. Phillips now ſtands, at about the diſtance of one hundred and fifty 
yards, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe this arch' either to have been one of the 
principal entrances into the church, into ſome chapel in the eaſtern part, 
into the preſbytery or chapter-houſe, or ſome other building connected with 
the church. That it was ever the great eaſtern window, (as I have heard 
conjectured, ) ſeems to outrage all probability. The height* of ſuch a win- 
dow, in a building of any fize, could not be ſuppoſed at leſs than the 

® "The reader has no doubt obſerved that the author of this work has always been careful to keep | 
within the bounds of probability, rather than exceed them. But I believe the following calculation 
reſpeRing this arch would come nearer to the truth than what I have written above. 

Near, if not quite, one kaif of the arch is under ground. is Geeta —— 
Wa window, at leaſt twenty- ive feet muſt be under ground. 


If a gateway, probably about fifteen feet ze buried. | 
Aa tha dp newly we ma dar pe th prement of th due m0 oi 
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diſtance of ten feet from the ground. Now as the earth has evidently co- 
vered more than one third of the arch itſelf, the whole riſe of the ſurface or 
ſinking of the fabric, (for botk probably operate,) could not, in this caſe. 
be eſtimated at leſs than eighteen feet. This, though there is no doubt a 
vaſt maſs of rubbiſh under the foil, ſeems, if not impoſlible, a great impro- 
bability. Neither is the- fize of this ruin, though ſufficient for a gateway, 
equal by any means to hat we ufually ſee allotted to the larger windows of 
ſuch a fabric; as the whole height, without violating every rule of propor- 
tion, could never have been more than about fe and twenty feet. and the 
total ſpan is little above thirteen. We may therefore conclude it to have 
been a gateway: — wn * of the — — 
n | 


Betwointhiararch and: Ban Ane refidenes, walkin aide nben 
leaſt eight feet below the ſurface, it is conjectured the ancient pavement of 
this once magnificent church lies nearly entire. The conjecture is pro- 
bable; unleſs we ſuppoſe the pavement to have been marble, and thus worth 
the trouble of removing, before the rubbiſh thrown from the walls and roof 
began to cover it at the demolition. And even under part of this it is pro- 
bable there remain the ancient crypts or vaults, ſtill, in great meaſure, un- 
filled with earth or rubbiſh. That there is a cavity here, as well as on the 
eaſtern fide, of great extent, is evident from ſeveral circumſtances enu- 
merated in the ſubjoined note. Much light might certainly be obtained by 
a thorough inveſtigation of the premiſes by the. ſpade, and probably many 
valuable articles be ene but the certain expence would be ſo con- 

ſſiderable, 


S a betrn tengtned. ether bens 
ſince, the pavement of their cellar ſunk in to à conſiderable depth, and continued ſo to do till 
prevented by a thorough reparation, — Not far from the houſe is known to be a cavity in the earth 
of prodigions dimenſions, as (though it has never been opened,) may be concluded from its hav- 
ing ſerved always for the receptacle of dirty water, &c. without any neceſſity for its being cleanſed ; 
2 ſmall opening having been made to it, and a grate fixed therein in the manner of a fink or 
common ſewer,—Not many years back the Quakers had a general meeting at Eveſham, and booths 
were erected for their accommodation on the bank, to the north eaſt of the Abbey fite: juſt where 
it begins to deſcend to the water. On — the earth with a large iron bar, for the 

upright 


* 
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Gderable, and the return either in articles of profit or amuſement fo uncer- 
tain, as hitherto to have deterred the NR 2796 from all np: of this 
kind. 


It is impotible to walk in this garden, which to a native antiquary muſt 
ſeem almoſt claſſic ground, without a variety of emotions congenial to the 
ſpot. When we reflect that underneath repoſe the bones of the founder, 
venerable from intrinfic worth, of a numerous body of ſaints and martyrs, 
that owed their veneration perhaps merely to accidental circumſtances and 
the folly of their cotemporaries, we feel that kind of awe and ſerious delight 
which certainly partake conſiderably of the nature of the ſublime ſenſation. 
Though theſe objects almoſt of worſhip to our popiſh forefathers retain little 
eſtimation in the mind, or rank in the calendar of a Proteſtant, yet on the 
fancy of a lover of antiquity, while contemplating them, much of that 
ſombre . ſort of ſatisfaction is reflected which reſembles, in ſome meaſure, 
the light that once gleamed through the dimly-tinctured windows of the 
fabric. The number of years that have rolled away ſince their interment, 
which the mind always ſubdivides, by an imperceptible operation, into 
months, days, and even hours; the numerous generations of men that have 
fince occupied the ſcene of life; the almoſt infinite changes fince produced 
in manners, dreſs, and cuſtoms of every ſpecies; all croud into the mind, 
and produce in it nearly the ſame kind of ſubdued aſtoniſhment which is 
excited by ſome vaſt and perpendicular cliff whoſe head is loſt in miſt, and 
whoſe fides are perpetually ſcourged by the billows of the ocean. 


But beſide theſe ſaints and martyrs ſo often mentioned in a work which, 
like the preſent, is compoſed almoſt entirely from monaſtic records, many 
likewiſe lie interred on the ſpot who had no great pretenſion to the former 
title; though to their pride and ambition they certainly were martyrs. Simon 

Mountf ort 7 


upright pole of 2901 theſe booths, it ſunk ſuddenly its entire length into the earth, and was re- 
tained above it only by the fork left purpoſely on its top. This, as well. as the above circum- 


ſtances, plainly evinces that there are ſtill ſubterraneous excavations exiſting of very great extent, 
in exploring which the labour and expence would, it is likely, be repaid to the prqector. 
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Mountfort, his ſon Henry, Hugh le Deſdenfer, juſticiary of England, and, it 
is probable, Peter de Mounifort,* William de Mandeville, Ralph Baſſet, Sir on 
St. John, as well as many other perſons ſlain at the battle of this place, were 
interred by the. monks in the Abbey church. Simon himſelf, though no 
faint, was a great hypocrite, and a favourite of the monaſtics. He uſually 
wore ſack-cloth next his body ; faſted and prayed much; and, what was ſtill 
more efficacious in thoſe days, gave largely to the church of his poſſeſſions. 
His body was therefore taken from among the heap of ſlain ſoon after the 
fight, and buried here with great ſolemnity. Many miracles, it is affirmed 
by the monks, were wrought at his ſhrine. But theſe have now ceafed to 
appear, as well as the ſhrine that worked them. The recollection how- 
ever of theſe remote events adds the charm of hiſtorical meditation and re- 
anmmmmemung ot: why page". N 


The houſe itſelf which Mr. Phillips inhabits, heh e bens 
compoſed of the materials which once formed part of the church, retains no 
veſtiges of very remote antiquity; but his out-houfes, &c. being more 


flightly put together, and founded on parts of the ancient fabric, ſtill exhibit 
ſeveral curious ſpecimens of them. In one, at preſent uſed as a ftraw-houſe; 
are to be ſeen in the walls (which are about the diſtance of fifteen feet from 
each other in breadth, and about thirty in length,) arches of very confider- 
able dimenſions, and of remarkably light architecture. There are four 

T diſcernable 


®* It is at leaſt certain that the three former were buried before the great altar. Henry is ſaid 
himſelf to have aſſiſted at the funeral of the earl, Tyrrel the hiſtorian affirms that he ſaw at Cam- 
bridge a MS. containing prayers by the Eveſham monks addreſſed to Simon Mountfort, whom they 


eſteemed a martyr. (Dr. Yo vol. 1. p- 413. 


cd Ate eee e 
mour, as is aſſerted by Mr. Gough and ſome other authors, but with conſiderable. remains of ar+ 
mour on it, was dug up incloſed in a ſtone coffin. in the premiſes of Mr, Phillips. It was ſoon 
interred again, as ſome affirm in the garden; while others informed me in the neig 
church of St. Lawrence. It was by many imagined to be the remains of Sinton Moantfort himfelf : 
but, as there were no inſignia conſpicuous on the armour, it is at leaſt as probable that it was the 
body of one of his companions, of ſome note, flain in the ſame battle. Could 1 have been 


ilured of the ſpot, curioſity would, I believe, have urged me to attempt a ſecond diſinterment. 


— . 
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diſcernable- on each fide, and one, ſomewhat wider, at each end. All are 
at preſent cloſed up, ard ſeem to have been ſo many years; as there are both 
door-ways and windows in the interſtices, of very ancient ſtructure them- 
elves. This place is generally ſuppoſed to have been part of the cloiſter, 
and its fituation on the ſouth fide of the church ſeems to favour the conjec- 
ture. But the arches having been ſtopped up, and that in a manner which 
| ſeems to indicate this was done before the diſſolution took place; and, above 
all, the two arches at the ends render it probable that this was ſome ſtructure 
of more confined dimenſions than cloiſters ap 3 ſome office 
in, or nearly connected with, the church. 3 


In eber an of the a2 cutie, at nate ſed; as A —— for 
coal, are to be ſeen the veſtiges of an ancient ſtaircaſe of conſiderable fize ; 

and doubtleſs part of the monaſtic fabric. The ſtairs feem to have been 
formed on the plan now called geometrical; as the ſurface of the wall they are 
fixed to is, underneath them, nearly on the ſame plane with that above them. 
Its jagged points and rough protuberancies however, under theſe ſtairs, 
ſerve to evince that this may not have been always the caſe. A part of moſt 
of theſe ſtone ſtairs ſtill adheres to the wall : and the upper ſtair, which turns 
conſiderably round to the left, is nearly entire. Over them are the remains 
of ſmall arches which have likewiſe adhered to the wall, and plainly ſhew it 
was once arched over, and probably a work of conſiderable elegance. 
Enough is not preſerved to inform us of the exact dimenſions of the whole, 
nor of the ads to which theſe ſtairs aſcended, 


In another out-houſe not far off there remains a niche of about fix feet 
in u eight, and of admirable workmanſhip. It is impoſſible to forbear fancy- 
ing it the very niche in which the crucifix, mentioned in a note on the pre- 
ceding chapter, was once placed, and to which daily proceſſions were made. 
It is ſurmounted by a Gothic canopy of wonderful richneſs and beauty, and 
compoſed of that hard and durable ſtone which has enabled all the relics of 
———— 9; 1 bn Pn ere wats On 
rj rates urge ware s 4s 
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| Hef theſe remains of firmer lend hene. the premiſes of Me: 
Phillips, 


ABBEY' AND . BOROUGH OF EVESHAM. 13g 


Phillips, there are likewiſe two inhabited houſes; one on each ſide of them, 
that preſent many veſtiges of it. Both were certainly parts of the Abbey. 
In that toward the church- yard facing the north, in a room uſed as a waſh- 
houſe, was once a large arched gateway, now cloſed. up, with a ſmall Gothia 
window over it. In the corner of the ſame room is an encloſed round ſpace, 
or kind of turret, which once undoubtedly ſerved for a ſpiral ſtair-caſe ; 
though the ſtairs themfelves have long - fince entirely - diſappeared. - In 
another part of the ſame premiſes may be ſeen the remnants of a very large 
arch, which has its correſponding parts, at a conſiderable diſtance, in the 
coach-houfe of Mr. Phillips. This appears to have been, 8 

„ ee £4 | 


The other dwelling. to the fouth, Gmentiaincomanſed. of the Abbey 
remains. A large Gothic window toward the ftreet, {till entire, plainly points 
it out as part of ſome ancient fabric. On entering the houſe, conſiderably 
beneath the furface of the earth, you come through a long paſſage to a kind 
of niche, where there is every reaſon to-ſuppoſe a creſſet or lamp was formerly 
placed. It is of light Gothic workmanſhip ; not unlike, but leſs ornamented 
than, that of the niche before - mentioned. The top of its canopy. has been 
broken off to make room for the low cieling above. By projecting confidera- 
bly from the wall, it admits of open work on all fides ; and has a communi- 
cation alſo with an adjoining apartment, from whence it was probably ſup- 
plied with oiL —In that apartment, throughout antique, is a very large fire- 
place, with a richly carved entablature over it; and near it a window of 
confiderable fize, and of Gothic conſtruction ;_ the top of which now only 
remains entire. The great breadth of this fire-place, as well as the whole 
appearance of the apartment, ſeems to indicate it to have been one of the 
feveral kitchens which adminiſtered to the luxury, and (let us not with- hold 
n mmm ar 


At Coughten, vente Acer, where Abbe ene dad coußderable poſ- 
ſeffions, there is a large gateway to the houſe of Sir Joùm Throckmorton, which 
is reported to have been removed from Eveſham, foon after the diſſolution. 
The report came from fo good authority, that the author of this work thought 


W 
12 edifice 
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edifice bore any internal evidence of its antiquity and origin. It was found 
a very magnificent ſtructure, of near an hundred feet in height, and about 
twenty in breadth, at the front. The ſides are of greater dimenſions; It is 
turretted and embattled, more in the caſtle ſtile, than that of any eccleſiaſtic 
edifice,.* The windows are many and large, and of a form that partakes but 
little of the Gothic, but ſuch as we uſually find in erections of about the time 
of Henry the Eighth, or his predeceſſor. The turrets have theſe large win- 
dows as well as the reſt of the building; and one of them, that to the ſouth, 
by which you aſcend to the top, has a row of windows above the level of the 
Jeads. Theſe turrets are hexangular; and between thoſe on the north fide, 
is a chimney of a very peculiar ſhape : it being embattled like the reſt of 
the building. In two places on the front, above the firſt and under the 
third ſtory, are the Throckmorton arms. Some pains were taken, in the 
examination of theſe arms, to diſcover, if poſſible, whether they were 
of later date than the other parts of the tower. The higheſt ſeemed evi- 
dently fo ; being of much whiter ſtone : but the loweſt had every appearance 
of being coeval with the reſt of the fabric. The arch at bottom is plainly 
modern; and the appearance of the ſtones in the whole of the lower. part is 
different from thoſe at fome height, which are uniformly of a deep brown 
hue. On both the fronts, over the arches, are mottoes, now almoſt defaced. 
On the weſt, the firſt verſe of the hundred and twenty-ſeventh Pſalm : 
Ni Dominus edificaverit domum, &c. and, over the eaſt arch, the following 
verſe of the ſame Pſalm. Whether or not this gateway was really once a part 
of Eveſham Abbey, the author will not take on him to decide; but, on the 
whole, appearances are not in favour of the ſuppoſition. On the other 
hand, the authority for it is very good; as a gentleman of the higheſt ve- 
Tacity at Eveſham has declared that he had it from the mouth of the late 
Sir Robert Throckmorton, who no doubt had ſufficient vouchers for the fat. — 
But in all theſe accounts of removed edifices there is a kind of dilemma, of 
which it is difficult to get rid. If, as was certainly the caſe, only the ma- 
terials were removed piece-meal from Eveſham, it is ten to one they were not 
oe together _ n in the ſame manner: — and that 2 — 
part 
. an. IRE OSI A REAn4< 208 
ſhew that not only the principal gate, but alſo the greater part of the Abbey, was embattled. This 
N adds ſome weight and credit to the report. As 
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part of the edifice was removed entire cannot be thought poſſible.—At moſt, 
nnn .. 
8696 


The reader has now been conducted to every fragment that could have 
made any part of this famous Abbey. To put them together as the compo- 
nent parts of an entire fabric, or even to conjecture their uſes as taken 
ſeparately, it would not be prudent, with ſo few materials, to undertake. 
From a knowledge of what theſe erections uſually conſiſted of, and from a 
review of their preſent detached fragments, a plan of the whole might un- 
doubtedly be framed. : But ſo much muſt unavoidably be left to the illuſive 
operations of fancy, and ſo much gratuitous conjecture muſt. neteſlarily be 
hazarded, that ſuch a plan would probably ſeem as much a repreſentation of 
any other monaſtery as of the Abbey in queſtion. — By forbearing this, I 
hope therefore to aſſume ſome merit, in ey to trifle either with Ge 
reader's patience, or his credulity. 


The ſeal, of which I have been favoured with an impreſſion, f on both ſides 
nearly perfect, remains next to be noticed. This impreſſion was affixed to an 
indenture made between Philip Hawford, the laſt Abbot, and one of the Abbey 


tenants : and is of dark brown wax, very hard, but rather brittle. It is circu- 
lar, 


* Dugdale; in his Warwickſhire, ſays only of this gate that it was © built by Sir George Throck- 
morton, who intended the reſt of the houſe ſhould be finiſhed in the ſame ſtyle.” The reſt of this 
edifice is as unlike it as poſſible, at preſent. Sir George lived at the time of the diſſolution; but 
furely Dugdale would have noticed the remarkable circumſtance of the removal had it been true. 
In the chancel of Cougkton church, (which, for its painted glaſs and other curious articles, I 
ould eomerznd 29. the noticp ef every apthquaryy tp 2 pints of hank infribed to tg mqamery of 

« Dame Elizabeth Throckmerton, the laſt Abbas of Denye, and aunt to Sir George Throckmerton, 
knight,” who died in the year 1347. 


+ Procured by Mr. Blayney, attorney, a- to wham hi war is, on 3 
much indebted. | v4 


ee 


This indenture made the 16th day of December, in the yere of the reign of king Henry the 
VUlth, in the lande ſupreme lordd of the churche of England the goth, betwene Philip, by the 
permiſſion 
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lar, and of about four inches diameter. As this ſeal is very clearly and mi- 


"| though it ſeems he had not ſufficient authority-for the other,) an — 
of it is here given almoſt in the ſame words, 


In the centre, on one fide of the ſeal, is repreſented the ſwineherd Eoves, 

| ſurrounded by his herd, and round him this inſcription: EOVESHE. 
VENETIE. AIT, WAS. SWIN. CORLIMEN. CLEPET., VIS. 
EOVISHOM.“ Above, on the left, a crowned female, followed by two 
figures, the one bare-headed the other covered, points with à croſs to the 
church afterwards built; under the repreſentation of which is written: 
ECCE. LO. QUE. ELEGI. Ecce locum quem elegi.7 Biſhop Egwin in 
pontificals, is repreſented on the right, kneeling to the church; and behind 
him are two figures which may repreſent the Virgin's appearance to him, as 
related in the legend. Round the ſeal. is this inſcription : SIGILLUM, 
'SANCTE. MARIE. ET. SANCTI. ECGWINI. EPI. D 


MONASTERII. t 


On the reverſe are, on the left and near the top, the Virgin and child ; 


and under them a king giving to a biſhop a charter ſuperſcribed: DAMUS, 
REGIE., 


permiſſion of God, Abbot of the exempt Monaſterye of our bleſſed lady the Virgyn and Sent 
Egwin of Eveſham, in the countie of Worceſter, of the order of Sent Bennet, and the Covent of 
the ſame place, on the one party ;—And John Aldyngton the elder of Myddle Lyttleton, in the ſaid 
countie of Worceſter yeman, Margarete hys wyſe, Thomas Aldyngton and John Aldyngton the 
younger, the ſonnes of the foreſaid a POTTY f menen e mum 
uc.“ 


This inſtrument is a leaſe of the manor-houſe and demeſne lands of Middle Littleton. 


5 * Thus explained (ſays Dr. Nach, ) by a learned friend: — © Eoveſhe ſervus apud inſulam Alt 
Þ erat porcorum, ruſtici homines vocant hanc Zoveſi habitaticnem.” Or in Engliſh : 1 
| keeper of ſwine at the i and Ait. The country people call this the habitation of Eoves, - 


+ In Engliſh : Behold the place which I have choſen. 
4 The ſeal of S.. Mary and of S.. Egwin biſhop of the Monaſtery of Eveftan. 


nutely deſcribed by Dr. Naſh, who has alſo given a plate of one of its ſides, 
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REGIE. LIBERTATI. Under the charter, the three lions of England. 
Behind the king, a queen, and an officer with ſomething like a crown on his 
head, holding a hawk. Over the biſhop is a church, as on the other ſide. 
Round this fide of the ſeal: DICTIS, ECGWINI. —UHERATRINTI. 
OMNIBUS. UNDE. PIE. NITET. AULA. * MARIE. * 


This ſeal is very ancient; but not, I preſume, of Saxon ſculpture: the in- 
{cription round it is in the Saxon letter, and partly in that language. But the 
canopies over the figures are, as well as the churches repreſented on it, all in 
the early Gothic form, The figures are neatly and ſharply cut in; but, in ge- 
neral, ſlender beyond all human proportions. There was another ſeal in 
which the horſe-lock (the Abbey arms,) forms a chevron between three 
mitres. A repreſentation of this may be found in Tanner's plate of abbatial 
ſeals ; but the firſt-mentioned was, it — be 1 the ter uſed on all 
occaſions of moment. | 


— 


There have been, as may be imagined, at various En a great num- 
ber of utenſils, ornaments, and other little articles picked up on the Abbey- 
ſite, Theſe getting into many different hands, and often changing their 
owners, it would be difficult now to particulariſe. Some of them, found 
many years ago, are faid to have been fo valuable as greatly to have advanced 

the 


* It is difficult to interpret this inſcription, teen The word uheratrin 


which is imperſect, or probably wrongly copied, is, in its preſent ſtate, a word of no language: 
but on that, whatever it be, the whole ſenſe of the inſcription depends. _ | 


+. Dr. Naſh ſays, at the end of his account of this ſeal I ſhould have engraved this teverle, 
[the ſide on which is the figure of a king preſenting a charter,] if I could have found any authority 
for it beſides the impreſſion of a plate, ſuppoſed to be done by Mynde for Dr. Thomas's intended 
hiſtory of Worceſterſhire ; it is there ſaid to be among the evidences of Edmund Lechmere, of 
Hanley-caſtle, in the county of Worceſter, Eſq. and to be be the ſeal of Abbot Richard, in the 
year 1474. Mr. Weſt ſhewed the Society of Antiquaries, 1936, a deed of this Abbot of the ſaid 
date, diſcharging the Monaſtery of Alceſter from dependance on him, to which was appendant 
| this ſeal, with both ſides very fair.” The author of this work may think himſelf fortunate, that 
te has been able 10 aoquire what had eſcaped the reſearches er he leamed and laborious topogr 
pher above-mentioned, * 


* 5" 
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the fortunes of their diſcoverers. One, of -little or uo value at /ally lately 
fell into the bands of the author of this work. It was found by digging in a 
field not far from the Abbey. precincts. It is a round plate of metal, appa- 
rently: copper, with a ſhank fixed in it, and is about three inches in diame- 
ter. It has been richly gilt, and enamelled with various colours, Round it 
is a rim, or fort of frame, about half an inch in breadth, which has likewiſe 
been highly ornamented. On the plate itſelf are three mitres, the Abbey 
arms, in green enamel, but with gilt edges. It ſeems to have been part of 
the furniture of ſome Abbot's horſe, and was probably worn on the forehead 
of that animal. From many parts of the foregoing work, it will appear that 
— — mmm ae 
—— Sand their hw a — — Yo raſled 
away, and the ſullen blaſts of above two hundred and fifty winters have howled 
over their graves, and through their ſhattered dwellings ! — Theſe men, who 
united a real arrogance to a feigned humility ; — once ſo buſy, opulent; and 
doubtleſs troubleſome to their equals and ſuperiors ; — powerful enough to 
ſerve as a counterpoiſe to the tyranny of the barons and nobility, and active 
enough not ſeldom to gain the aſcendancy over them; — theſe proud aſſertors 
af the doclrines of the Jumble Jeſus are now of no more importance than 
merely to intereſt for a while the imagination of a few inſignificant enquirers 
into antiquity! Upon the whole however, —a man who views human life with 
» philoſophic regard rather to the happineſs and comfort of the human race, 
than to that opulence which accrues from commercial induſtry, and which 
does not always ſecure thoſe advantages, will be inclined to hope, but will 
not without ſome heſitation venture to affirm, that re, at ach 
W 1275 | | | 


| I would not be calf to employ > any” ne deen Ji e / 
this kind, without various reſleclions, which the ſubject muſt naturally excite. 
The temper. of the preſent times, tending daily more and more to an extreme 
fo diametrically oppoſite to all monaſtic habits, (themſelves, no doubt, an 
FF 
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of reaſon and truth.—A few deſultory hints to this effect may perhaps meet 
amg; man n 


— n — — Sa—g 
unknown to our ſober anceſtors, are now the boaſt of every half- informed 
underſtanding. Theſe lights, (as they ſtile them.) and this freedom of 
thought ſuch perſons are eager to communicate to the minds of men ſtill leſs 
informed than themſelves; and, like the ignis fatuus in nature, to lead them 
aſtray from all their real intereſts and beſt concerns. They in general neither 
themſelves poſſeſs, or can of courſe communicate to others, more than fuch 
3 partial view of the duties of ſociety, as regards merely their own claims upon 
it. If, as we cannot doubt, there exiſt behind the curtain, to agitate theſe 
puppets, both men of really enlarged views, but with minds blinded by their 
enthufiaftic projects; as well as artful villains without either illumination or 
principle; they carefully conceal from each individual thoſe duties ſociety may 
claim from him. Thus are the ignorant multitude excited to acts of violence 
and rebellion, while they fuppoſe themſelves EN OE their proper 
yon 


10 Peer of every Kind, ee 
wreſted, theſe worthies allow no quarter: —and under the name of preju- 
dice they would willingly include all that is great, 'venerable, or holy. Thus 
are theſe men, (ſuch, at leaſt, as are ſincere in their tenets,) themſelves the 
moſt ſtriking examples of prejudicial abſurdity. The inviolable fidelity of an 
Arab to thoſe whom he has entertained in his tent, and who have eaten falt 
with him, would doubtleſs, by theſe enlightened gentlemen, be deemed a 
prejudice, Yet to this is it owing that a favage ceaſes, in one reſpect at leaſt, 
to be ſuch; of Sameer eee eee 
treachery and avarice. | 


umme Ns et et hea, an 
tife ties of kindred and affinity, as well as all other our molt amiable propenſities, 
hen — 
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ſuch things to a philoſopher, who conſiders the univerſe as one family, and all 
mankind as brethren ? — Brethren, in ſome ſort, indeed we are; and to the 
religion theſe philoſophers ſo much impugn is it entirely owing that we ever, 
in any reſpect, behaved as ſuch :—but certainly in the preſent ſtate of things, 
(and probably in any ſtate that could be deviſed, independently of that 
religion,) brethren, of whom we ſhall be ever happy in the aſſiſtance of our 
nearer and real kindred to repel the continual attacks. | 


The ages of chivalry, and of feudal ſervice which have, in the preſent work, 
ſo long employed our attention, mayy at leaſt, be ſaid to have kept our an- 
ceſtors in a decided ſtate, either of peace, or of war. of which the latter was 
open, generous, and occaſionally ſoftened by every kind intercourſe of humanity, 

The ſyſtem ſo much recommended, and even preſſed upon us, by theſe 
philoſophic gentlemen® would, if ever adopted, keep us in a ſtate between 
both. If of peace, — it would be the peace of continual turbulence, con- 
tention, and domeſtic inquietude. If of war, —a war diſgraced by every 
ſecret act of treachery, as well as by every poſſible horror which we can in 
imagination combine with the moſt ſelfiſh and ſavage ferocity. 


It has ever appeared to me, that the claſſic hiſtorians have taken nearly 
the ſame effect upon the heads of theſe men, as the old romances are ſaid to 
have produced in the crazy brains of the knight of La Mancha, With the 
violence, rather than ardour, of a ſchool-boy, they attempt daily to imitate 
what common ſenſe would tell them cannot, in theſe times, be attained ; 
and thus play at philoſophers and politicians. — If a patriotic gift of three livres 
ſterling is to be accepted at the hands of a barber's apprentice, it is done in 
the pompous periods of Livy. — If a paltry town or fortreſs has been taken, 
-mural wreaths are decreed, and ſet harangues are made, which refemble the 
ſame author in nothing but his verboſity. Sometimes indeed our amuſement 
is varied by an affected oration in the minced periods of Tacitus. F But 

alas ! 


Gentlemen is à very Gothic term, and I entreat pardon for uſing it :—but if I had made uſe of 
the word men, it would probably have been thought liable alſo to ſome objections. 


+ No diſreſpe& for the claſtc is here intended ; but merely to the paltry and affected imitation 
of them that was daily exhibited in the French National Aſſembly, not long ſince. 
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alas! — if a general is beaten and driven home with loſs, he is by no means 


received there with the Roman generoſity, and candid commiſeration. The 
French baboon grins forth from the Roman toga ;—and he is either driven an 
exile from his country, or ſacrificed by the daggers of ſcoundrel and coward 
aſſaſſins. Fo ' 


What theſe heroes, (by inver/ion,) meant to effect, is for none but them- 
ſelves to decide; and is moreover now ſcarcely worth the trouble of enquiry. 


A ſtate of abſolute anarchy could never have been their only and ultimate 


intent: nor indeed could they have ſuppoſed ſuch a ſtate would ſubſiſt ſo 


long as for themſelves to derive much advantage from it. Certain philoſophic 


projettors are doubtleſs lurking behind the tapeſtry, who would eſteem the 
blood of thouſands, and the happineſs of millions, as of little moment, in com- 
pariſon of a brilliant and noify experiment. Theſe may poſſibly hope, by 
bringing ſociety to its original ſtate of inconnection and confuſion, to re- 
new once more, leſs tacitly, the ſocial compact ; and thus commence a new 


æra of exiſtence. But here alſo lies a difficulty. Theſe men, at leaſt ſuch 


of them as are not entirely blinded by enthuſiaſtic vapours, muſt be aware 
that, unleſs the preſent generation be entirely extirpated, (and the blame does 
not ſeem to reſt with them that it has not,) no ſuch event could poſſibly be 
brought to paſs. Thus the happineſs and quiet of the preſent generation is 
idiotically ſacrificed to the idle and viſionary hope of benefiting ſome future 
race of — | 


From a diſguſt to ſuch diſgraceful ſcenes, a mind addicted, in any degree, 
to order and tranquillity, will not be undelighted ſometimes to liſten to the 
voice of paſt times,” and even revert, in idea, to the oppoſite extreme of 
monaſtic ſecluſion and inactivity. — A lively writer of the preſent day has 
obſerved, that the beſt thing we can often do, is to do nothing at all.” — 
This, which he applies to political concerns, might, I fear, be now extended 
to morality itſelf. If nothing be done, at leaſt, miſchief and criminality will be 
avoided, If to the monaſtic the world and its pleaſures were ſacrificed, 
ſomething, at leaſt, was gained : an acquaintance with God and his own heart. 
That uſeleſs being, a monk, before the manifold abuſes of later periods crept 


in, and as far as regarded himſelf, enjoyed bleſſings far MAE what the pre- 
U 2 ſent 


1 
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ſent race of philoſophers could promife us, even were the be of their plans 
to take the fulleft effect. He was himſelf à Int in the chain of ſubordination, 
that connected together a number of human beings in peace, order, tran- 
quility, and contemplative devotion. How far theſe inſtitutions affected 
the public weal, would be a diſcuſſion too weighty and extenſive for the pre- 
ſent work: but we may venture to affirm that the commonaity, at leaſt, muſt 
have beheld theſe monaſtics, while they retained their primitive ſimplicity and 
purity of manners, with reverence and the defire of imitation. Diſturbed 
more frequently, than at preſent, by the ambitious wars of their princes, 
and by the turbulent peace of their tyrant barons, it was probably 'owing to 
this order of men that they did not entirely degenerate into barbariſm and 
brutal ferocity. That ſuch inſtitutions are neceffary, or even expedient in 
the preſent times, few would be fo bigotted as to affirm : —eſpecially if it 
be conſidered how generally we ED and how greatly we have improved 

on, 


* What eee rays, shes wack; Of omen lotions very 
nearly accords with my ideas of theſe inſtitutions in general, in their early and purer ſtate, 


From their original endowment, and the bequeſis of private individuals, they are ſufficiently 
wealthy to afford three days hoſpitality to every poor traveller who paſſes that way. When all the 
beds in the houſe are occupied, the traveller is accommodated at the inn, and his expences defrayed 
by the monks. If, during theſe three days, he falls ſick, they take care of him till his recovery; he 
is attended by their ſurgeon, ſupplied by them with medicines ; the monks alſo viſit him, dreſs his 
wounds, &c. If any poor traveller be in want of money to purſue his journey, they give him as 
much as is neceſſary to carry him to the place of his deſtination, Not a day paſſes without their 
being viſited by perſons of this deſcription, particularly ſoldiers. It frequently happens that the 
gratitude and admiration which ſo much benevolence inſpires, induce the perſons who are the ob- 
jets of it to become members of their fraternity, and paſs their lives with them. Indeed whoever 
is in purſuit of virtue in all its perſection, will find it only here, under a form, it may be, ſome- 
| what too auſtere, but ſo true, ſo ſublime, that it is not at all aſtoniſhing that a mind fuſceptible of 
enthuſiaſm ſhould reſolve upon the great ſacrifice. Theſe monks alſo aſſiſt and take care of all the 
poor in the neighbourhood for many leagues round. I interrogated a great number of the peaſants, 
who ſpake of them with the reſpe& and veneration, that we ſhould feel for angels if they were to 
condeſcend to reſide among us. Shew me the individuals that, with the ſame revenues, can do an 
equal portion of good, both by their example and their beneficence ! Where ſhall we find ſuch 
virtues; unleſs religion inſpires them!! 


The greater credit may be given ihe fue wel; hs Qu ss 224 
„——BBGW— 
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on, thoſe relids of ancient literature and ſcience which were, by means of 
theſe uſeleſs and reviled beings, preſerved and handed down to ity * 
ö 
«« But ſuper/iition and ignorance, the parents of every vice, and of perſecu- 
tion, the moſt horrid of them all, were then triumphant.” — They confeſs- 
edly were: but that ſuperſtition and ignorance arg more likely to beget in- 
tolerance, than the oppoſite extremes infidelity, and what is falſely ſtiled phi- 
loſophy, cannot ſo eaſily be granted. Our own times, in fact, have plainly _ 
evinced to us, that this idea, though prevalent ſo long, is merely a vulgar 
error; and that there exiſts no bigot, like an infidel ; — no perſeautor, like an 
atheijl, How often have we found theſe inconfiſtent philoſophers lamenting 
in their writings the fad effects of this perſecuting ſpirit, in former ages! 
How often have we ſmiled at their juſt furcaſms on its inefficacy to effect any 
uſeful purpoſe! — Yet to theſe truths, as they reſpect themſelves, they ſeem. 
wholly and judicially blind. They do not perceive that-their fond efforts will 
probably occaſion the revival of a more fervent and purer Chriſtianity than, 
at preſent, prevails in Europe, — That this may eventually bappen, every 
true friend to the human race muſt ardently wiſh ; and by ſetting before our 
eyes a ſtriking example of the goodly effects produced, even by a temporal 
ſuſpenſion of the Chriſtian maxims, theſe worthies have unintentionally taken 
the neareſt way to promote ſuch a molt defirable event. We may now, not 
unreaſonably, hope to retrieve that happy medium between ſupenſition and 
rational Chriſtianity, (another word for infidelity, ) which it. is fo difficult to 
attain ; or, when attained, to render permanent. We may yet be preſerved 
from a ſquallid laxity, both of morals and religion; and, at length, avert 
that period, of late ſo much to be dreaded, when every vice that could diſ- 
honour the true Chriſtian or real gentleman ſhould meet with its abettors, and 
even with ſome degree of the public countenance and ſupport. | 
au vr pa 3 APPENDIX 
* Domeſtic comforts, doubtleſs the greateſt of all, are, it is true, to be omitted in the liſt of 
bleſſings that could be enjoyed in a ſtate of monkiſh celibacy. The * Ou peut on etre mieux qu'en 
ſein de ſa famille,” though of late ſo proſtituted by French faction, is nevertheleſs as true in mo- 
rality, as beautiful in the muſic of the elegant Gretri. But it may reaſonably enough be queſtioned, 
whether the abſolute privation of theſe comforts would be much worſe than the confuſion that 
. would be introduced in them by theſe reformers : who, making light of the matrimonial en- 
gagement, would, of courſe, poiſon all the ſources of conjugal as well as parental happineſs, - 
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Num, I. Carta Kenredi et Offe. . 


— — 


, vol. 4 1 
erben pt 
in bib. Cott. fol. 64. 8. ] 


> | nomine patris, et filii, & ſpiritũs ſancti, Amen. Quoniam tranſeuntis quidem mundi 
viciſſitudo cotidie per incrementa temporum creſcit, et creſcendo decreſcit, et ampliando 
minuitur, creſcentibus repentinis variorum incurſuum ruinis, finis eſſe cunctis in proximo cernitur; 
ideo vanis ac tranſilibus rebus, manſura cceleftis patriz præmia mercanda funt. Quapropter ego 
| Kenredus, Dei dono rex Merciorum ; et ego Offa, divini permiſſione Orientalium Anglorum guberna- 
tor, pro redemptione animarum noſtrarum ac predeceſſorum noſtrorum, et ſubſequentium ſalute, 
donamus, concedimus in loco in quo beata Virgo Maria ſe venerabili viro Egwino manifeſtavit, in 
Ho MME, et præſenti libello confirmamus, ad honorem et reverentiam ejuſdem Dei genitricis, 
hevij. manſas ex duabus partibus fluminis quod vocitatur Avena. Tres videlicet que ſunt in 
HOMME. In LENCH-WIC j. In Nortona vij. In OFFEHAM j. In Litletona xiij. 
In Aldingtona j. In Baddeſeia v. et dimid. In Bretfortona xii. In Huniburna ij. et dimid. 
In Willerſeia vij. In Wicwona iij. In Benigwrthia et in Hamtona ix. Et ex mera liber- 
alitate, ficut dignum eſt, et regali munificentia, prenominatas manſas, ubi manifeſtatio habita 
fuifle refertur, cum cæteris partibus præaſſignatis, regiæ libertati donamus, ac omnipotenti Deo, 
ac beatis apoſtolis eius Petro et Paulo in perpetuum liberas commendamus, quatinus ibidem con- 
tio monachorum, ſecundum regulam beati Benedi&i, poſſit inſtaurari, et indeſinenter Chriſto 
pron: Ad majorem autem noſtræ donationis firmitudinem, in notitiam tam præſentium quam 
in olterdes fuccedentium venire volumus quibus limitibus ſacer locus quem regiz libertati dona- 
tum Deo contulimus, circumſeptus includitur. 
In 
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In primis a Twyford ex parte auſtrali uſque in Cronochomme, juxta decurſum fluminis, ambitus 
loci protrahitur, ac inde juxta aquam uſque ad diviſionem terrz de Fladeburg, que Meredic appel- 
latur, & fic in diretum per aſcenſum montis per medium * £/degaren ad Ealdeneſwinkage, ab Eal- 
deneſwinage ad Boelageſette, a Boelageſette in Horthcnol, ex quo per Lencdune uſque ad diviſiones 
terrarum de Lench, et de Herverton in Memecumbe. Inde per Fulanbroc uſque in Harenwilles et ab 
Harenwilles in Carkeford. Ac inde in Goldwelle, et fic in longum rivuli, uſque in Smalmoreſic, ac 
inde in Avenam, et fic in Offepole; ab Offepole in Pikereſkomme, a Pikereſhomme in Burglences, a 
Hlence in Ealdenedune, ab Ealdenedune in Ealdenemixan, ex quo in Buggildeſtret in Senieflod, ac inde 
in Chircheſtige, a Chircheſtige in Flittindgare, et fic in Blackanpit. . A parte tamen orientali non 
longe a Blakenpit in Merethurne, a Merethurne in Huniburne, ex quo per Northamere in Eafthammore, 
inde in circuitu prati de Poddenko, dehinc in Podemore, et · ſic in Herienkal. Iterum in Huniburne 
in longum rivuli, uſque ad Starnteforth, Iterum in Buggildftret verſus Scenedune, ac inde in 
Merebroc, a Merebroc in Meredic, et fic in Minburne in Lalefthorn, a Lalefthorn in Lavergeboerge, a 
Laverkeboerge in Poddenkomme, a Poddenhomme in Polthorn, a Polthorn in Merebroc, et fic in Stani- 
tanhulleſſice, a Sice in Burefwelle, a Bureſwelle in Bureſwalles, ac inde in Ealdegare quod indigine 
nanes monnes-land vocant, ſecus Buggildeftret, ex quo, a parte occidentali uſque ad Boerges, a Boerges 
in Halvickeftan, ab Alvickeſtan in Cademunſtre, a Cademunſtre in Blechemere, a Blechemere in Brace- 
deſtane, a Bracedeftane in Ealdgare in Willerſeiam, a Willerſeia in Sondbroe, ex quo in Hegewege, et 
lic in Northhomme, a Northhomme in Brerthurne, dehinc in Hecheneige; ab Echeneige in Badeſwelle, a 
Welle in Litlethurne, a Thurne per Pickedeſto in Preſteſmede, ac inde in Merethorne, a Merethorne 
in Brodemere, a Brodemere in Eaſtmerelowe, inde in Poticot, a Poticot in Thrittiacre, et fic in Rug- 
weie, a Rugweie in Meredic, a Meredic in Wadberegwe, a Beregwe in Liktemede, iterum per Me- 
redic in Eſenburnen, iterum in Meredic, deinde in Wurtemede, et fic in Merebroc, per Merebroc 
uſque in Domnipol, ex quo in Hallefburge, ab Hallefburge in Merewelle, a Mereſwelle iterum in 

Avenam, | 


Volumus inſuper ac decernimus, in nomine domini, terram quinque caſſatotum quzz Mortona 
nuncupatur, eadem libertate in perpetuum gaudere: quam quidem terram ego Kenredus rex 
Merciorum, anno dominicz incarnations bociij. cum jam, una cum venerabili viro Egwino epil- 
copo, apoſtolorum limina viſitare diſponerem, inter quædam alia donaria ad fabricam monaſterii 
conſtruendi in HOMME conceſſi eidem, et ſub teſtimonio plurium potentum meorum ſcripto 
confirmavi, Statuimus igitur in nomine domini et in virtute Dei ſummi praxcipimus, tam viven- 
tibus, quam, domini prædeſtinatione, nobis inpoſterum ſuccedentibus, ut hujus donationis ſeu 
libertatis ſtatuta, ad irritum deducere minime quiſpiam audeat. Si quis autem hoc noſtræ muni- 
ficentiz donum depravare vel diminuere, ſeu quolibet modo alienare verſutus attemptaverit, de- 
leatur nomen ejus de libro vitz, et æterna miſerrimus, cum complicibus ſuis, damnatione punia- 
tur, niſi priùs fatisfaRione digna emendaverit, quod contra noſtrum decretum obſtinatus pre- 
ſumpſit. Amen, —— Acta ſunt ' hac anno dominice incarnationis pccix. in eccleſia ſalva- 
toris Lateran. confirmante Conftantino Romanz ſedis antiſtite, aſtantibus et confirmantibus re- 
gibus Anglia Kenredo et Offa, rogante venerabili viro Egwino epilcopo, cum pluribus archiepiſco- 


„ The names of the following places are in the Saxon letter, 
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pis, et epiſcopis, principibus, ac nobilibus diverfarum provinciarum, cunctis clamantibus, et 
Oe ey er Gee RE ee 
1 


Ego Conſtantinus Reman a gere. per bc nam e nA cc has du 
libertatem hanc confirmavi, 


| . ts ardent. 
>; Ego rex Kenredus corroboravi, 


2 Ego rex Offa conſenſi. x 


Num. II. Epiſtola confirmationis Conftantini Pape. 
[The original of this is written in the Saxon charaBter.] 


on 
* 


Wugdale, vol. 1. p. 144 en 
Autogra pho in bib. Arundel. x 
. epiſcopus, ſervus ſervorum, Brithwaldo Britanniarum eccleſiæ primati 
| ſalutem et apoſtolicam benedictionem. Venerabilem virum Egwinum epiſcopum, quem bis 
tua fraternitas ad apoſtolicam ſedem miſit, etiam nunc ſecundo manipulis juſtitiz reſertum tibi 
remittimus, monentes quatenus hc ſuos effectus adjuvando proſequeris, ficuti illum a Deo incepiſſe 
et in via Dei cucurriſſe cognoviſti, Porro, de vifione illa, immo aperta oſtentione, qua ſe beata 
virgo Maria ei manifeſtavit, eque ita certum eſſe teneamur quemadmodum de viri bonitate non 
dubitamus. Denique vigilantiam tuam admonemus, quatinus illis in partibus in quibus manifeſ- 
tatio habita fuiſſe reſertur, concilium totius Anglia cogas; epiſcopes, ſacrique ordinis religioſas 
perſonas illuc convenire facias, optimateſque regni cum proceribus fuis adeſſe præcipias, quibus in 
nomine domini congregatis denuntiamus, quad duo reges Angliz Kenredus et Offa, cum quibus 
jam dictus epiſcopus ad limina apoſtolorum venit, in loco oſtenſæ viſionis plurima de ſuis beneficiis 
in præſentia noſtra regia libertate donata, et apoſtolica auRoritate confirmata contulerunt, quati- 
in illis partibus adhuc habetur poſſit inſtaurari et indefinenter Chriſto famulari. Ipſas autem do- 
nationes et beneficia praefati reges in ipſorum privilegio nominatim determinaverunt, et a nobis 
corroborari fecerunt, Igitur, frater dilecte, quoquomodo Chriſto annuntietur lucrum Chriſti re- 
quire, opus Chriſti exerce, promulgatiſque in concilio ſententiis, tu a Deo oſtenſæ viſionis, tum 
apoſtolicæ auRoritatis, tum regize libertatis et donations, tum tui iphus clerique et populi aſſenſus 
et 


"> 
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ae Cee ann eee 
donatum, cleri et populi benedictione ſancitum. Tibi autem et ſucceſſoribus tuis, memorato Eg- 
wino epiſcopo aſſentiente, curam animarum ejuſdem eocleſia precipue injungimus, ut fi, quod abfit, 
aliquo diaboli impulſu quiſquam pervaſor aut tirannus ſacrum locum minuere aut impugnare prz- 
ſumpſerit, tibi a Deo conceſſæ poteſtatis ſententia, et anathematis percuſſus verbere complere non 
audeat, Si quid vero ſiniſtræ partis inibi compertum fuerit oriri, auribus ſummi pontifitis patriz 
potius deferatur, quam per alicujus occultam ſententiam ſanctus locus injuſte depraui ij Ipſum 
ergo locum quam regia poteſtas regiz libertati donavit, et nos auRoritate Dei et ſanctorui apoſſo- 
lorum et noſtra donamus, ut nullus cujuſcunque ordinis homo hoc quad conſtituimus depravare 
aut minuere præſumat. Qui hoc deſtruxerit, aut male contaminaverit, fit ille maledictus. Qui 
vero ſervaverit et adauxerit benedictionibus repleatur. —Scripta hæc epiſtola anno dominicæ incar- 
nationis Decix. in eccleſia ſalvatoris Lateranenſi, præcipiente et confirmante Conftantino apoſtulicæ 
ſedis antiſtite, aſtantibus et confirmantibus regibus Anglia Kenredo et Offa, rogante venerabili viro 
Egwino epiſcopo, coram pluribus archiepiſcopis et epiſcopis et principibus et nobilibus diverſarum 
provinciarum, — ß 
ercet, laudamus, concedimus et conſirmamus. N 


Ego Conftantinus Wr 
> Ego Egwinus humilis epiſcopus conſirmavl. 
* Ego Kenredus rex corroboravi. 
> Ego Offa rex conſenſi. | 


* 


Num, III. Carti Egwini Wigornienfis epiſcopi. 


Dugdale, vol, x. P. 146. 
ex codem MSto.} 


Ee O Egwinus, Wicciorum humilis epiſcopus, volo manifeſtare omnibus fidelibus Chriſti, quali- 
ter per ſancti ſpiritus inſpirationem, et per labores multarum & magnarum viſionum oftenſum 
eft mihi, quod ego primum unum locum edificare deberem ad laudem & gloriam omnipotentis Dei 
et Santz Marie, omnium electorum Chriſti, et etiam mihi ad eternam retributionem. Cum 
igitur maxime floreremi in diebus Ethelredi regis, expeti ab eo locum qui HA UM nuncupatur, 
in quo loco ſancta et perpetua virgo Maria primùm cuidam paſtori gregum, Cove: nuncupato, de- 
hinc etiam mihi cum duabus virginibus librum in manibus tenens apparuit. Mundavi igitur lo- 

X cum, 
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cum, opuſque inceptum, Dei optimi laudetur gratia, ad finem perduxi. Volo igitur gſtendere 
omni ſequenti generationi quas poſſeſſones ſupradicto loco acquitivi, et ipſas tetras ab omni exac- 
tione poteſtatum omnium adquictavi, ipſamque adquietationem apoſtolicis auRoritatibus et privile- 
giis, neonon et regalibus edaftis confirmari feci, ut fratres ſecundum regulam ſancti Benedj#i inibi 
omnes liberas et juſte acquilitas Deo et ſancte Marie obtuli. Itaque ab Athelredo rege quoddam 
ceenobium, quod Hendaburck nominatur obtinui, quod poſtea pro alio cœnobio quod Streatſorda 
nominatur mutavi, poſt parvum verotompus.a peedifti regis fratre Ofwardo viginti — 
e IR e 


Poſtea vero fuccedente in regnum Kenredo conceſfit et ĩpſe mihi oRoginta quatuor manſus ſuper 
- utraſque partes illius fluminis, quod Avong vocitatur. Quidam autem adoleſcens, Athericus no- 
mine, octo manſas mihi-cancelſt, et Walterus venerandus ſacerdas alias odo mibi manſas danavit, 
eſt et confirmatum in chartis -eccleſiee, et in libro maniſeſtatur terra et termini cjus, quem ſcriplit 
Brichtwaldus epiſcopus, et dictavit precepto Romani pontificis, cum conſenſu principum totius 
Angliæ. Hæc vero ſunt nomina villarum quas, ut ſupradictum eſt, acquiſivi; EOVESHAM, 
 BENYAGURTH, HANTUN, BADDESEY, WICQUE, HABURNE, BRADE@RTUN, WII- 
LERSLEY, WITHLEY, SAMBURN, KINWARTUN, SALTFORD major et minor; A- 
BRESLEY, ULBEORY, MORTUN, BUCHTUN, MELEYGARESBERRIE, TITTLESTROM- 
PE, Snella major, MAYELDESBEORDY, SILDSWIQK quoque. Has omnes terras, ut prefatus 
ſum, liberas ab omni calumnia adquiſivi et ſanctæ Dei eccleſiz obtuli. Qui. ergo locum quem 
apoſtolica dignitas et regia poteſtas regia libertate donavit, et nos auRoritate Dei et ſanctorum 
apoſtolorum donamus, depravare aut minuere vel contaminare preſumpſertt, judicetur ante tribu- 
nal Chriſti, et nunquam in Chriſti veniat memoriam in hac vita penitens emendet. Qui vero 
ſervaverit et adauxerit, + Amen. —Scripta eſt hæc charta anno 
Dominicz incarnationis DCCxiv. 


> Ego Egwinu per ſignum fanftz crucis, 
Ego Kenredus rex fubſcrip. 
de Ego Offa per Ggnum crucis confirmavi. 
>< Ego Brickwaldas archiepiſcopus ſubſeripſi. 
— 


—＋— nodes ů 
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: Num. IV. Carta Eewini de Nedanbyre. 


— 


vol. 1. p. 181. 
ex Reg. Wigorn. in Mb. 
Cott, Tiberius A. 13+ 
fol, 10. a.] l 


12 ſemper memoriz pontificis Offori, ego Ecuuine Deo diſpenſante 
ſucceſſor in epiſcopatum exiſto. Monaſterium autem cui nomen eſt Fledanburch, quod in 
tum aſſeratur, huic venerabili noſtro ſecundum ſeculum principi Athelheardo, quantum id a me 
fieri poteſt, in poſſeſſionem concedo, ea tamen conditione, ut ſemper inibi cœnobialis vitz ſtatuta 
ſerventur. Pro recompenſatione vero hujus noſtrz donationis, in loco cui nomen eſt aet Stret- 
forda xx. caſſatorum terram ab eo in jus eccleſiaſticum accepi. Sciendum tamen me rationabili 
quadam cauſa conpulſum id voluiſſe facere ut ei xliiij. manentium terram pro vigiati manentis 
darem, id eſt, ea conditione ut poſt diem ejus terra iſta ſine contradiRione alicujus ad Weogernenſem 
eccleſiam in jus epiſcopali fie do mata mti et Illi Ogforogue theo 2ntecedſori chemofinam ſempiternam. 
Pax conifirmantibus atque fervantibus : minuentibus vero vel contradieentibus diſperſio perveniat 
ſempiterna, —— Etkelric | | e 
Kthelter 


Hii ſunt confirmatores et teſtes, 


Num. V. Carta Oe Regis Merciorum de Eowengdlad. 


Chart. Heming. p. 638. ex 

Veſp. B. xxiv. in bib, Cott.] 

I* nomine Domini Summi: Ego Offa, Almi regnantis grati Rex Merriorum, purtem tere juris 

mei, quam largiflus benevolentià Dominus gratis donavit, ne Oomiti, 'PracfeRoque meo, 
rura trium tributariorum vocat. Eowengelad perdonabo; anno ub Intͤugmmopue Domini, 

DCC lazxxiiij, et regni mei, xxvij. Et fic — pretio emptus eſt; C. -oves, XX. boves et 
ö 232 vaccas. 
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vaccas. XXX. equos idomitas (sic) dedit. Rus etiam hoc modo donatum eſt, et ſuum maſculum 
poſſideat et non femininum ; et poſt obitum proſapie illius data fit tam villa, quam univerſa terra, 
que in ſua poteſtate eſt, ad religioſam Eccleſiam que nuncupatur Eveſiam. 


Ego Offa. 
© * 


q |; 
. 
* 


| Wen teen ee 
Num. VI. Carta Edwardi Regis de terra eadem. 


—_— 


{ Chart. Heming. p. 639. en 


Rr Ego Eadwardus Rex ſum teſtis, quòd Mannie Abbas, 
A. et AEthelwius Monachus, emerunt ab Eammero terram, que ab incolis vocitatur Eunelade; et 
ego concedo ex mea parte, ut ſemper fit ad menſam (ai) fratribus: Et ſi aliquis foras miſerit, 
Deus mittat eum foras de Paradiſo. His teſtibus conſentientibus, quorum hic inferius nomina 
carraxari (sro) videntur. | : Nite: 


>: Ego Eadwardus, Rex Anglorum, ſubſcripſi. 

Ego Edinus, Dorobernenſis Ecclefie Archipreſul, conſenſi. 

Ego Mlfricus, Eboracenſis Archipreſul, conſenſi, ; 

Ego Ling Epiſcopus canſenf. ; 

Ego Ealdred Epiſcopus conſenfi. 

Ego W lfsing Epiſcopus conſenſi, 8_ 

Ego Athelftan Epiſcopus conſenſi. PETE ; : 

Ego Dodeca Epiſcopus conſenfi. | 
Ego Stigand Epiſcopus conſenfi, . 

Ego Eadnoth Epiſcopus conſenſi. 
Ego Willelm Epiſcopus conſenſi. 
Ego Leofric Dux conſenſi. 

Ego Godwine Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Siward Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Beorn Dux confſenſi,  .. 
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TEFFEEFES 


Num. VII. Carta Agar: Ducis de Deilesford. 


— 
— 


lchan. Hemiog, p. 640. leiden. e 


12 Nomine Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, Ego £lfgarus Dux demonſtro ad omnes ſideles Dei, 
quod ego reddidi, per licitum Domini mei Regis Eadwardi, terram que dicitur Deilesford 
Egelwio Abbati, propter ſex marcas auri, ad opus Sancte Marie de Eoveſham in cibum (sro) fratri- 
bus; audivi enim, et ſcio, quia illa terra antiquitus jacuit ad Ecclefiam, et ideo reddidi ei: Et 
ſiquis de Eccleſia retraxerit, de regno Chriſti retrahatur, | 


Ego Eadwardus Rex Auglorum, ſubſcripſi. 
Ego Eadgith Regina conſenſi. | 
Ego Stigandus Archiepiſcopus conſenſi. 
Ego Aldredus Archiepiſcopus conſenſi. 
Ego M li Epiſcopus conſenſi. 
Ego Willelm Epiſcopus conſenſi. 

Ego Siward Epiſcopus couſenſi. 
Ego Leofric Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Harald Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Agar Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Tofting Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Leofwine Dux conſenſi. 
Ego Alfwine Abbas conſenſi. 
Ego Af Abbas conſenſi. 
Ego Brand Abbas conſenſi. 


* 
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Num. VIII. Carta Leofrici Comitis de tefra deè Haiituib. - 


{Dugdale, vol. 2. p. 852. 
ex reg. Eves. f. 26. 2.] 


FK<2 Leofricus Comes manifeſto in Brevi iſto; quod terram quz vocatur Heamtune, ad Monaſ- 
terium de Eveſham dedi ; et miſi in illam Eccleſiam, quam ego et conjux mea Godgyve ibidem - 
in honore Sanz et individuæ Trinitatis, pro znlmäbuüs Hoftris devote ædificavimus; et hoc cum 
victu et hominibus, et omnibus rebus et conſuetrdinibus ad eandem pertinentibus, ita ſicuti ego 
ipſe unquam melius illam in manu mea tenui et poſſedi: Et ego, quamdiu vixero, illius terre 
procurator et defenſor eſſe volo; et conlentire nolo, ut aliquis in] in eã faciat plus nunc, 
quam tunc, quando in manu mes ipſum habui, et in ei ſedi, Iſtam terram ex dono regio accepi; 
et ad eam, ſicut Cnut Rex mihi conceſſt, vert, quta ft erat poteſtatis eam concedendam cui vellet 
tradi; nam frater meus Normannus illam ante me habuit, ſicut Rex Ethelredus, ad relinquendum, poſt 
ſe, cui hæredi voluiſſet libenter ei, pro ſuo grato ſervicio eam conceſſit; Aula ex Prævaricatlbrie in 
jus jus, recto nobilium ſuorum judicio, accepit; et ipſe frater meus tam diu fine clamore et ca- 
jumpniâ omnis hominis in ed ſedebat ct pollidebat, quamdiu vivebat ; et ego poſt eum quaritum 
michi placuit; Et qui modo habent, ficuti ego habui, volo ut ipſi habeant. e brevis {criptus 
habetur, ut fit in teſtimonium et mez elemoſinæ ſtabile firmamentum, quam Eccleſiæ conceff 
ſervis Dei, ad eorum victum. Modo eſt Birtegus Epiſcopus teſtis hujus mei donationis, et totus 
Comitatus Wigornienfi: Civitatis. Deus totius mundi creator et rector, qui cundta creavit et fecit, 
et cunctorum corda ſcrutatur et renes, cunctos qui! huic mez donationi adjuvaverit, ut firma ſit, 
ſuã benedictione multiplicet, et cuſtodiat : Et accteſcere q qui volũerint, cuctis bons ctſcafit et 
repleantur. 


Num. IX. Carta Regis Willielmi, terras ad Evefvniznſein Abbthiath, in 
Warwicenfi Comitatu jacentes, confirmans. 


{Dugdale, ibidem.] 


W REX Anglorom W. Epiſcopo, et R. Vicecomiti ſalutem; mando vobls et Pfrcipio, 
* quatinus Adelwinum Abbatem terras Eccleſize de Eveſtum; Saltforda Icilicet et Edriceſun, 
et Milecotam, et Ragele, et Arwam, et Eccleſhalam, et Bildeburgwth, et Graſton, et Withlakesford, 

| et 


Fd 
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et Dorſitone, et alias terras, quas in Vicecomitatu de Warewic habet, N 
tenere faciatis, ut eas habeat et teneat ad uſus ſervorum Dei, cum mei bon pace et protectione: 


Et tibi præcipio R. Vicecomes, ut non conſentias, quod aliquis injuſticiam de 2 aliqut re faciat ; 


quia conſentire nolo ; ſet cum ſaca et ſoca, et omnibus conſuetudinibus plenaliter ſuas res teneat : | 


Et ſi ei aliquis injuſtitiam facere praſumplerit, clamet ad me Abbas et ego ei plenam rectitudinem, 
22 faciam. 


Num. X. Carta Roberti de Stafford, donationem de e 26 Aw 
per Ny avum ſuum, confirmans. 


Hl CONES neee. 


ugdals 2x Keg: N. $2. 5 
88 univerſi, tam præſentes * futuri, quod ego Robertas de Staffordia, et Robertus 
filius meus et heres, conceſſimus et confirmavimus, et præſentĩ ſcripto atque Ggillo corrabora- 
vimus donationes terrarum illarum, ſcilicet Wrotefleie et Livintune, quas Rodbertus avus meus con- 
tulit, et Pater meus Nickolaus conceſſit Eccleſte de Eoveſham, et Monachis ibidem Deo ſervientibus; 
ut prænominata Eccleſia terras illas prædictas habeat et poſſideat in puram atque perpetuam elemo- 
ſmam; atque imperpetuum teneat præuicta Eocleſia prædictas terras liberas et quietas, et ſolutas ab 
omni exactione et ſeculari ſervicio, tam regio, quam ad me et ad hæredes meos pertinente; in 
ſylvis, in pratis, et in paſculs, et in omnibus aiſiamentis, eee e e 
Hiis — 


Rodberto filio Odonis, 
MWillielno de Witteleia, 
Rodberto fratre ejus, 
God frido Bras, 
Jokanne Conftabulario, 
Rogero de Ulehale, 


Num. 


da 4402. 4 - Ha 
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Num. XI. Carta nen Regis Dns de ror de On in Dai 
— 


[Dugdale ex Reg. de Eveſh.] 

"ALDEMARUS Dei gratia Rex Danorum, univerſis ſanctæ matris eccleſiz filiis ſalutem. 

* Quod antiqua prædeceſſorum majeſtas firmavit, nullatenus volumus infirmare, verum 
prout debemus, et poſſumus, roborare, et ampliare. Notum ſatis eſt, et verum eſt, quod cum 
avus meus, piz memoriæ Ericus, apud Otheneſei monachos habere deſponeret, ſuggerente et conſti- 
tuente Hubaldo tunc ibidem epiſcopo, #dificatores primos de eccleſia Eveſhamenſi, et monaſtice re- 
ligionis inſtitutores accepit. Dignum itaque judicamus, ut confederationem eccleſiz de Otheneſei 
quam habet ad matrem ſuam eccleſ am de Eveſham, et dignitatem quam habet eccleſia Eveſhamenſi 
in filiam ecclefiam de Otheneſei, a præfuto avo meo Erico conſirmatam, autoritate noſtra firmemus: 
Ut ſcilicet eccleſia de Otheneſei matrem ſuam de Eveſham veneretur, concilium, et auxilium in deſo- 
latione ab ea quzrat. Eccleſia de Eveſham filiam ſuam, eccleſiam de Otheneſei, et filios inibi habi- 
tantes, diligat, et foveat. Prior loci de Otheneſei, apud Eveſham vel Otheneſeiam, electus, auRori- 
tate matricis eocleſize de Eveſham firmetur, Si quis frater cum licentia ad utroſlibet venerit, ſicut 
Monachus eccleſiæ ſuſcipiatur, nec in aliquo, quod ad fratres eccleſiz pertineat, fiat alienus. Sic 
uſque ad tempora noſtra fuiſſe, et lic eſſe debere, et hc Othenienſis, et illa Eveſhamenſis teſtatur ec- 
cleſia, quod et nos in omnibus imperpetuum obſervari volumus, et auctoritate noſtra præcipimus, 
et ne ducatur id in irritum, at inconcuſſum et ratum maneat, ſigilli noſtri teſtimonio confirma- 
mus. Hzc conſervantes conſervet Dominus, renitentes et obloquentes impugnet altiſſimus. Amen. 
— Data eſt carta anno Dominicæ incarnationis MCLxxiiij. per manum fratris Willielmi a corpore 
eccleſiz de Eveſham tunc in Priorem electi, et ad regimen prioratus, Otheneſeiam tranſmiſſi, et per 
propriam manum noſtram ibidem introducti, præſidenti tunc eidem loco venerabili epiſcopo S. 
et preſente Fretherico Hethebienſi epiſcopo. 


2 ˙ ——— — — 
Pro carta epiſcopi Othenienfis anglice reddita, vide caput de omſuetudinilus. | 
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Num. XII. Carta'Ricardi Buſſell de Penewerthom, 


* 


(Dugdale vol. 1. p. 360, ex Reg. de 
Eveſh. penes Ric, Fleetwood. ] ] 


N&W preſentes et poſteri quod ego Ricardus Buſell, concedo, et ſcripto meo et figillo 
meo confirmo eccleſiæ de Eveſham, omnem donationem, et totam elemoſmam quam fecit 
pater meus Warinus prædictæ eccleſiæ, videlicet, ecclefiam de Penewertham, cum decimis et omni- 
bus pertinentiis ſuis, et Farington, cum omnibus pertinentiis ſuis, et in Longetona duas bovatas 
terrz, & de eccleſia Leilandia, tres ſolidos, et duas partes decime de dominio, et de capella de 
Moles duos ſolidos, et duzs partes de dominio de Frechelton, et Wariuton, piſcationem unius retis 
liberam, et quietam, et totam decimam couredii domus ſue ; et quod abbas habeat curiam fuam 
in Penverham in omnibus tam liberam, ſicut pater meus habuit ſuam, vel ego meam ; Hez ſunt 
donationes quas ego poſtea donavi, videlicet, eccleſiam de Leilandia cum omnibus pertinentiis ſuis. 
De tota piſcatione mea, excepta piſcatione duaram retium, quartum piſcem. ape =p cb gn 
bovatas terr® ; capellam de Moles cum omnibus pertinentiis ſuis, | 


Has predictas donationes quas pater lows be contulit praedictæ eccleſie de Eveſham, et 
quas ego poſtea contuli, ego Ricardus Buſſell concedo et preſenti ſcripto atque ſigillo meo confirmo, 
ut eccleſia de Eveſham poſſideat, et pacifice teneat, liberas, et quietas, et ab omni ſeculari ſervitio 
et exactione ſolutas, in pratis, in paſcuis, in aquis, in ſtagnis, in ſabulonibus, in piſcariis, in 
boſco, in plano, in pannagio, et omnibus libertatibus, et liberis conſuetudinibus, in puram, et 
perpetuam elemoſinam, pro ſalute mea, et hæredum meorum et pro anima patris mei et anteceſſo- 
rum meorum, — Hiis teſtibus, 


18 
Lidulſo de Croſona, OO — 
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Willielmo filio Alani, 

Huctredo filio Seni, 

Arctura de Ar ſton, 

Sweni de Penewertham, 

Ada fratre ejus, 

Sibilla ſorore ejus, 

Matilda ſorore ej us, et multis aliis. 


Num. XIII. Carta Abbatis Eveſhamen/is de Hakewike ad cellam Penworthe 
| ſpectante. 


{Dugdale, ibidem.] 


Dr Abbas M. omniſque congregatio Euęſiamii talem conventionem cum hiis quatuor 
fratribus, Wolfgeato, Sweino, Radulfo, Liulfo, de terra quæ Hokewike dicitur, fecerunt, ſci- 
licet, quod dominus abbas dedit ſupradiRis quatuor fratribus xxviij. ſol. ex conventione, ut cla» 
ment quietam omnem calumpniam quam habuerunt ſuper illam terram ſemper et in perpetuum. 
Liulfus vero unus ex illis devenit homo proprius abbatis, ea Conventione, ut teneat de illo 
unam partem ipſius terræ, et per ſingulos annos in nativitate ſanctæ Marie, centum Salmones, 
pro ipſa terra, bonos reddat. Hii vero ſunt teſtes hujus Conventionis, 
Dominus Abbas 

Prior 

Benedifus 

Aluredus, 


C__—_____—_——__________ 


Num. XIV. De conſolidatione Prioratus Alenceſtrenſis Abbatiæ de Eveſham. 


(Pugdale, vol. 1. p. 473+) | 
EX (kc.)——Sciatis quod cum domus five abbatia de Alencepris in comitatu Warwict, 
Wygorn. dioc. ordinis ſancti Benedicti, fundationis inclitorum progenitorum noſtorum, noſ- 


— ah pleno jure exiſtens, * 
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diverſorum abbatum ejuſdem, aliiſque infortunii ſui caſibus, in religione cultu divini ſervitii an- 
tiquitus habita et obſervata, ad fui diſſolutionem devenit, in tantum quod abbas a diu ſolus re- 
manſit in eodem ; Necnon pro eo quod fructus redditus et proventus ejuſdem domus de primaria 
fundatione conceſſi ob temporum ſubſecutorum detrimenta in tantum decorruerunt, quod ad ſuſ- 
tentationem congruam numeri monachorum ex fundatione ejuſdem limitati, hoſpitalitatemque debi- 
tam et alia pietatis opera ſubeunda, non ſufficiunt. Nos præmiſſa intime ponderantes, ad indivi- 
duæ Trinitatis et beate Marie virginis honorem, cultuſque divini in eccleſia conventuali monaſterii 
de Eveſham ampliationem; necnon ad ſuſtentationem congruam numeri monachorum, hoſpita- 
litatemque debitam, et alia pietatis opera in domo five abbatia de Alinceftria prædicta, de primaria 
fundatione ibidem limitata, perpetualiter habenda, tenenda, et obſervanda dedimus Ricardo abbati 
et conventui dicti monaſterii de Eveſham, et ſucceſſoribus ſuis jus patronatus et advocationem do- 
mus five abbatiz de Alinceftria prædicta, in puram et perpetuam elemoſinam, ea intentione ut 
ipſe abbas et conventus diftam abbatiam de Alinceſtria cum ſuis juribus et pertinentiis, ipſis abbati 


et conventui et ſucceſſoribus eorundem, et eorum monaſterio de Eveſham, conſolidari uniri anneRi 


appropriari et transferri procurent, et in ipſorum abbatis et conventus proprios uſus perpetualiter 
poſſidendam concedere poterint. (&c.) — T. Rege apud Weſtm, xix. Maii. 


Num. XV. Carta Henrici Ducis Tancaſtrie de terris, Rc. monachis de 
. Eveſham conceſſis in Penwort ham. | 


—_} 


{[Stev., Append. p. 135. en * 
MS. in Bib. Cotton, Nero. 
D. g. fol. 246.] 


ENRICUS Dux Lancaſtrie, Comes Derbie, Lincolnie, Leyceſtrie, ac Seneſcallus Anglie, 

omnibus dileRis et fidelibus ſuis tam miniſtris quam ballivis ſalutem. Noverint univerſi per 
preſentes nos dediſſe, conceſſiſſe, relaxaſſe et omnino de nobis et heredibus noſtris quietum clamaſſe 
Abbati et Conventui Eveſhamie et ſucceſſoribus eorum imperpetuum omnes terras ac tenementa, 
meſſuagia, ſervicia, domus, reverſiones, cum advocationibus eccleſiarum, capellarum, dignitatum, 
cum elemoſinis, piſcariis, panagiis, libertatibus, liberis curiis, communiis, eſtoveriis ſuis capiendi 
tam in boſco et plano quam in mora, mariſco, et turbariis, tam de claudendo, edificando, et ad 
edificia et ad conſtructa reparanda, quam ad comburendum, et ad alia neceſſaria ſua facienda, fine 
perturbatione noſtri, heredum noſtrorum ſeu miniſtrorum noſtrorum, | ſeu aliorum quorum 
cunque, que quidem terre, tenementa, meſſuagia, ſervicia, communia, reverſiones, advocationes, 
dignitates, elemoſine, piſcarie, panagia, libere curie, communia, eſtoveria Abbas et Conventus 
habuerunt ante diem confeccionis preſencium in villa de Penwortham, Faryngton, Howyke, Hoton, 


Longeton et Leylond, et per eaſdem bundas et metas. Preter has donationes ego do et concedo et 


Y 2 he figillo 
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ſigillo meo confirmo Deo et Sancte Marie et monachis in Penwortham Deo ſervientibus quaudam 


partem vaſti noſtri inter Martyans, Bothomny et Brandelegh quod vocatur Whadycthegrenes in eadem 
villa cum pertinentiis, et quod liceat eis dictum vaſtum claudere et ad utilitatem et uſus ſuos pro- 
prios clauſum tenere ; habendum et tenendum de nobis et heredibus noſtris in liberam et perpetuam 
elemoſmam, fine aliquo ſervicio feculari, exactione ſeu demanda, nichil nobis vel heredibus noſtris 
reſervando, niſi tantum preces et orationes; et nos et heredes noſtri omnes terras et tenementa per 
eaſdem metas et bundas et cetera ſupradicta Abbati et Conventui et eorum ſucceſſoribus in perpe- 
tuum contra omnes gentes warantizabimus et acquietabimus et defendemus in perpetuum. meſes 
rei teſtimonium, kc. 


Conventio inter Wiſanum epiſcopum et Walterium abbatem. [Vide caput [ 
de redditibus.] 


[Chart. Heming. p. 78] 


x HEE eſt confirmatio conventionis fate inter epiſcopum Wſkanum et Walterium abbatem de 


Eoveſham, de xv. hidis in Heamtone et 1111. in Benincwyrthe: — hoc eſt, quod ipfe abbas re- 
cognovit, teſte omni conventu Wigornienſis ecclefie ; et multis fratribus de Eoveſham, et Remigio 
epiſcopo, et Henrico de Fereris, et Waltero Giffardo, et Adam, regis principibus qui venerant ad 
inquirendas terras comitatus, quod ille xv. hide juſte pertinent ad Oſwaldeflawe hundredum epiſcopi, 
et debent cum ipſo epiſcopo cenſum regis ſolvere, et omnia alia ſervitia ad regem pertinentia, et 
inde idem requirere ad placitandum, et de iijj. hidis predictis in Benincwyrthe fimiliter, Set epiſco- 
pus ibi plus calumniabatur, quia reclamabat totam ipſam terram ad ſuum dominium : ſet quia ipſe 
abbas hoc humiliter recognovit, rogatu ipſorum qui affuerunt, ipſe epiſcopus permiſit illam terram 
ipſi abbati et fratribus tali pacto, ut ipſe abbas faciat inde tam honorabilem recognitionem et ſex- 


-  vitium, ficut ipſe ab ipfo epiſcopo et quam diu requirere poterit. eyes Conventienls — 


prenominati barones regis, et alii quorum nomina hic habentur, 


d Serlo abbas de Gloceſtre. 

> Nigellus clericus Remigii epiſcopi. 

> UIf monachus Remigii epifcopi. 

>< M prefbiter. 

>: Ranulfus monachus ejuſdem. 

>: Edric de Hindelep. 

> Alſwinus monachus de fanfto Remigio. 
> Godric de pirĩa. 
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>: Ailricus archidiaconus. 
>« Ordric niger. 

> Frithericus clericus, 

>: Alfwinus filius Briltneri. 


Ratificatio Joliannis cardinalis et apoſtolicæ ſedis legati de conſuetudinibus 
Eveſhamenſis Monaſterii. 


vol. 1. p. 149. en 
Autographo ſub figillis in 
curia Augmentationum.} 

OHANNES Dei gratia ſanctæ Mariz in via lata diaconus cardinalis, apoſtolicæ ſedis legatus, 
J dileRis fratribus abbati et conventui de Eoveſtkam in vero ſalutari falutem. Ea quæ pro ſtatu 
religioſorum locorum et obſervantia regulari provide ſtatuuntur, firmiter et inviolabiter volumus 
obſervari. Eapropter veſtris poſtulationibus annuentes, conſtitutiones quaſdam pro ſtatu monaſterii 
et religionis obſervantia inter vos communi factas aſſenſu, et redactas in ſcripto, prout rationabiliter 
et regulariter facta ſunt, et ab utraque parte ſponte recepte, legationis auRoritate qua fungimur 
confirmamus, et præſentis ſcripti patrocinio communimus. Hujus autem confirmationis auctenti- 
cum ſub communi cuſtodia cum ſigillo eccleſiæ noſtræ ſervandum poſuimus: et hæc omnia ſigil- 
lorum noſtrorum appoſitione roboravimus. Et ut hæc omnia imperpetuum immutilata firmiter 
obſerventur, magiſter Rodbertus de Mlueia, et magiſter Thomas de Warewic, et Willielmus ſeneſcal- 
lus de Eoveſkam, ad petitionem et inſtantiam domini R. abbatis, eo præſente, in animam ipſius ab- 
batis, ipſum abbatem premiſſa omnia pro poſſe ſuo obſervaturum, et nos paterna dilectione tracta- 
turum, et conſilio conventus ſui ſe uſurum, tactis ſactoſanctis evangeliis juravit, et nos conventus 
ſinguli et univerſi hoc idem nos obſervaturos ſub eadem cautela promiſimus, et domino reverendo, 
obedientiam et reverentiam exhibiturus quamdiu nos paterna tractaverit aſſectione. Et prædicti 
Rodbertus, Thomas et Willielmus jurati in teſtimonium præmiſſorum ſimul nobiſcum ſigilla ſua 
appoluerunt. | 


* 
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Eriſtola Petri Bleſenſis Londinenſis Archidiaconi ad Priorem et Conventum de 
Eveſham : — {ive conſolatio monachorum in ſui Abbatis abſentia. 


.[Stev. Appen. p. 146. ex 
Vitellio D. 3. 1. fol. 131.] 


ILECTIS fratribus et amicis P. Priori & Conventui de Eveſtam P. Ble. Lond. Archid. 

ſalutem, et fi quid dulcius aut deſiderabilius eſt ſalute. AMiRioni veſtre totis animi- precor- | 
diis et intenſa caritate compaciens, epiſtolam vobis conſolatoriam ſub aliqua ſtili urbanitate decre- 
veram ſcribere; ſet quia turba negociorum mihi jugiter tumultuoſe incumbit, totus fere abſorptus 
ab eis, aut non ſum mecum, aut diverſus et diſtractus ſum, et fic diſſipate ſunt cogitationes mee, 
torquentes cor meum, ut vix non dicam epiſtolam poſſim ſcribere, ſed breve breviſſimum. Vos 
autem qui ſpirituales eſtis, quorum unicuique data eſt manifeſtacio ſpiritus ad utilitatem, in hujus 
tempeſtatis effluente malicia, noviſtis qualiter vobis oporteat converſare et luftari cum mundo. 
Mundus enim in maligno poſitus, plenus laqueis, plenus ſcandalis, et pecatis, circumſeptus peri- 
culis, pravis colloquiis, iniquis confiliis, exemplis peſſimis, et mortibus anime infinitis. Proinde 
redimamus tempus quum dies mali funt, nec poterit vobis deeſſe ſolacium fi velitis frequenter 
inſtare oracioni, facreque "ſcripture. Porro neceſſe eſt ut venient ſcandals, et probentur corda 
hominum, atque inter flagella domini prebeat improviſis vexatio intellectum. Omnes equidem 
fili ire ſumus, et fi nobis dominus iratus appareat, nos amorem ejus non odium eſtimantes, ipſi 
flagellum cum equanimitate portemus. Verbum Prophete eſt, Iram domini portabo quia peccavi 
ei. Flagellat nimirum dominus quem corripit, et in ſais verberibus nobis memoriam habundancie 
fue ſuavitatis abſcondit, ut quos facit humiles fibi conſervet amabiles. Vult enim ut de patientia 
noſtra, quia de longo, vite fructus ſpirituales, et juſticie manipulos colligamus. BSunt- autem 
fructus ſpiritus, teſte Apoſtolo, caritas, gaudium, pax, longanimitas, bonitas, benignitas, man- 
ſuetudo, fides, modeſtia, continencia, caſtitas. Omnibus hiis privatur qui ſuſtinentia caret ; prop- 
ter quod Salomon dicit, Ve hiis qui ſuſtinentiam perdiderunt. Suſtinenda vero ſunt pacienter fla- 
gella domini quibus nos erudit ad ſalutem. Dejicit enim ut erigat, vulnerat ut ſanet, ut preſſura 
vertatur in gloriam et afflictio in coronam, ut qui prius flagellatus fuerit cum propheta decantet, 
Confitebor tibi, domine, quoniam iratus es mihi, converſus eſt furor tuus et conſolatus es me. 
Quod autem dominus per Sathanam colofizari permifit Apoſtohum, fecit eum audire quod virtus in 
infirmitate perficitur ; qui et de ſeipſo dicit, Quum infirmor tunc forcior ſum et potentior. -Uti- 
nam fic vos corrigat et emendando emundet, ut non defiruat, et ſera penitentia vos oporteat quere- 
lari et dicere, Deſtruxiſti nos ab emundatione ; et illud, Multo ſudore ſudatum eſt et non exivit de 
ea rubigo ; et rurſus, Percuſſiſti eos et non doluerunt. Dolete igitur et plangite ſaltem diſpendia 
ſpiritualis exercitii, Ex hac enim turbatione perditis quietiflimos Racke! amplexus, divine ſuavitatis 


"THE" ABBEY OT EVESHAM." 167 


et beate contemplacionis exceſſus. Quomodo namque mens hominis perplexa et 
anxia et humanis ſollicitudinibus intricata ſpiritualibus inherebit, aut cogitabit eterna? Sunt 
autem hujus mali occaſio quidam inter converſus perverſi, inter columbas corvi, angues inter an- 
guillas, ſuſurrones, detractores, Deo odibiles. Hi ut habeant equitandi materiam, ſeminant 
zizania inter fratres, contumant dolos, faſtidiunt manna, ſanguineas dapes appetunt, menſuramque 
Gomor in ollas carnium atque in allia et pepones Egypti convertunt. Sic abhominaciones clauſ- 
trales paradifi delicias exuunt, et poſt ſe trahentes ſeculum quem reliquerant, ſorenſibus ſe inge- 
runt conſiſtoriis, atque in viarum diſcurſibus, et in tumultibus curiarum, quicquid meruerant 
dampnabili commercio pro eterna perdicione committunt, Denique facti transfuge et emanſores 
a clauſtro, effrenes, vagi et Sarabaite, dantur in reprobum ſenſum, ut jam nec anime diſcrimen 
attendant, neque vereantur infamiam nec tremenda Dei judicia timeant, donec fodiatur peccatori 
fovea, et penitendi ſacultate prorſus ablata a domino perpetua excommunicatione perculfi corruant 
in gehennam, In tante igitur neceſſitatis articulo,  plallite ſapienter, orate ferventer, inſtate vigi- 
liis, ignitis compuctionibus, humilationibus arcanis, lachrimis, gemitibus, diſciplinis. Sic enim 
dominus hanc procellam convertet in auram, et abſque dubio divinum ſentietis auxilium quibus 
denegatur humanum. Iuravit dominus et non penitebit eum, nec mentietur veritas quod ſub 
jure jurando firmavit, dicens, Amen, Amen, dico vobis, fi quid petieritis patrem in nomine meo, 
dabit vobis. Quis ergo negligat pacem petere, niſi qui eam renuit impetrare ? Corrigite quæſo, 
et in dominum dirigite vias veſtras, quia teſtimonio Salomonis cum placuerint vie hominis domino 
tunc inimicos ejus convertet ad pacem. Obſecro autem vos, per miſericordiam Dei, ut erga paſ- 
torem veſtrum, qui pro. communi libertate tam pexiculoſe vie diſcrimini ſe exponit, fidelem et 
ſincerum atque indiviſibilem habeatis affectum. Sitis etiam inter vos, unanimes et unius moris in 
domo, nec fint in vobis ſchiſmata, fed unitas ſpiritus in vinculo pacis; ubi eſt enim pax ibi eſt 
Deus, nam in pace factus eſt locus ejus. Omnis equidem congregatio vel conventus debet eſſe 
cithara dd. ubi multe et diverſe corde quodam regulari moderamine quaſi quodam ple&ro de com- 
poſicione diverſa mentium dulciſſime faciant harmonie concentum. Si fit ibi corda que rauce ſonet 
aut ſtrepat, ne inducat diſcordiam omni ſtudio ad conſonanciam reducatur. Miror autem et con 
queror quod apud dominum Canth. virum magne prudentie et conſilii precellentis nullum ſupra 
hac turbacione remedium inveniſtis. Solent enim quaſlibet deſperatas lites compeſcere, et inexora- 
biles magnatum diſcordias in gratiam reformare. Utinam vero nullam haberetis fiduciam in Ro- 
manis; nam ut aliqua que in libro experientie legi ſub ſilencio claudam, illud poſſum vobis ad 
memoriam revocare, quod Machabeorum principes, quamdiu in domino confifi ſunt, de hoſtibus 
ſuis reportavere titulos triumphales, et ex quo inierunt federa cum Romanis miſerabiliter in prelio 
corruerunt, Vos autem confidite in domino; qui enim confidit in eo non confundetur : Turris 
ſortiſſima nomen ejus Chriſtus, heri et hodie et in eternum, nec abbreviata eſt manus ejus ut 
ſalvare non poſſit. Petite tantummodo in nomine ſalvatoris. Promitto enim quod nullam apud 
eum patiemini repulſam fi ſalutaria poſtuletis. 
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Titles of other ancient Charters, .&c. which on account of their length and 
number could not be inſerted in full. 


[Harl, MSS, 43. D. 28.] 


8 Edu. Regis Abbati de Eveſham de terris in Kynwarton cum fig. 
1. E. g.] 

[45+ I. 27.] Carta Walteri de Bello-Campo Militis Willielmo Abbati de Eveſham de iiſdem cum 
fig. II. E. 3.] | 
I xt. 55.] Licentia Edwardi Regis Henrico de Ombreſtegh quod terras in Darlyngeſcote Con- 
ventui de Eveſkam dare poſſit cum mag. fig. [4. E. 4+] 

[44- D. 37-{ Littera procuratoria Clementi Abbatis exempti Monaſterii B. M. et S. Egwini de 
Eveſham ad Abbates Winchcomb et Colcheſter. 

[xxv11. 193.] Scriptum Jokannis fil. et her. Malculmi Muſard Willielmo Abbati de Evefian de 
maneriis de Wytheleye in Com. Warrewyk et de terris in Kyngleye cum fig. 

[Cotton MSS. Veſpaſian B. xxiv.] Carta inter Th. Abbatem de Eveſtam et Willielmum de Thur 
de excambio terr. in Hampton pro terr. in Lutlington. [a. b.] 

Obligatio Jokamis Prioris Eveſham Willielmo de Doe filio Ricardi de Tywe pro 20 marcis 
argenti, — Anno 1243. 

Obligatio Johannis Prioris Eveſham Moricio Avnchiliacoce Gloverniz pro 10 marcis. 1243+ 

Conventio inter Abbathias de Eveſham et Wyttby de communicandis privilegiis. 

Conventio cum Monaſterio Ehor. de eodem. 

Carta Eylwini Abbatis Eccleſiæ Ethonie, Reynero Capellano ſuo, et Reftori Ecclefiz 8. Andrea 
Wigorn. de capella B. Margarite in predicta Ecclefia. [S. b.] 

Carta Randolf. Abbatis Eveſham & Conventus Willielmo de Warleya de decimis de Pykeſteg. ſu- 
periori de terr. Hugonis de Kekeſwike quod (sic) vixerit pro 40 den. annuatim ſolvendis. [10. b. 

Carta de controverſia inter Monaſterium Eveſhamenſe et Monaſterium Winchelcumbenſe ſuper Ca- 
pellam de Huniberna terminata, [II. ] 
| Carta de controverſia inter Monaſterium Eveſhamii et kla dm de Kenitwort ſuper Capellam de | 
Wiclakesford deciſa. {11. b.] | 

Confirmatio ejuſdem per Rogerum Wigorn. Epiſc. 

Conventio inter Abbatem de Eveſham et Priorem de Kenildewrda ſuper Capellam de parva 


Salford. [12.] 
Scriptum 


THE ABBEY 'OF EVESHAM. 169 


Scriptum Savari Abbatis S. Marie Ebor. Willielmo Abbati Eveſham de ſerviciis pro defunctis 
fratribus. [12+ b.] 

Conventio conſile in Abbatem Mauricium de Eveſtam et Abbatem Willielnum de Hwitedi. [ig.] 

Scriptum inter R. Abbatem de Hwittebi et R. Abbatem Eveſhanii ſuper Eccleſiam de Hun- 
tindon. 

Adjudicatio R. Migorn. W nnn 
tem de Aldringtona, 1176. 

Confirmatio Mil. Wigorn. Epi. Abbati de Eveſian de 15. marcis ad conſtructionem et ſuſten- 
tationem operis Eccleſia Eveſham de Eccleſia de Ambreſleya. 118. 

Confirmatio ejuſdem per 1. Wigorn. Ep. [14-] 

Carta B. flis Comitis Eccleſiæ de Eveſham de Eccleſia is lidar ous nie ties decay of 
dominio ſuo cuin. terr. &c. apud Oxebruge. 

Confirmatio Gileterti Herefordeyfs Epiſcopi de fundatione loci we. Sujtan per Hugonem fl. 
Rogeri. [14+ b.] 

nm, . 
13. R. 14] 

Cartz quatuor Willielmi Regis Abbatiz de Eveſham de privilegiis. 116. 

Carta Adnundi Regis. (Saxonice.) 944. 115. b.] 

Carta Eadredi Regis Anglorum. (Saxonice.) [ 16. b.] 

Carta Eadwig Regis Anglorum Athelgeardo in inſula Vecta (sic) v. manſas. [17.] 

Carta Cnut Anglorum Regis et Algive ſuæ collateranz Eccleſiæ de Eveſham de quatuor manſis in 
Badebi et Neweham 1020, (Limites Saxonice.) [17. b.] 

Finalis Concordia inter Robertum de Wlveie poſitum loco Abbatis de Eveſkam ad lucrand. et 
perdend. et Letitiam et Julianam filias Willielmi de Baddebi de terr. in Baddebi. 2. R. 1. [21.] 

Finalis Concordia inter Will. fil. Roberti de Eftenaſton petentem et Robertum de Mlueie poſitum 
loco Abb. de Epeſh. de terr. in Neuam. 3. R. 1. 

Finalis Concordia inter Will fl. Stephani de Newham petentem et Abbatem de Evgſham de terr, 
in Neweham. 6. R. 2. [21 b.] 

Finalis Concordia inter Abbatem de Eveſham petentem et Rogerum Hubert quem calumpniabat 
eſſe villanum ſuum tenentem de terr. in Neweham. 10. R. 1. 

Relaxatio Hugonis de Sapy Rectoris de Ambreſleye Abbati de Eveſham quod 13. I, nd 2s 
mine penſionis annuz quam de eadem eccleſia annuatim perceperant ab antico ſingulis annis eiſ- 
dem religioſis perſolvere quam diu ReRor fuero. 1319. (22.] 


Johannes de White Vicarius perpetuus de Leylond Willielmo Abbati de Evefiam quod 4os. argenti 
nomine penſionis annuæ fideliter cidem Abbati perſolvam. 1332. 


Carta Adelwardi ſubregulus Ofber: quondam regis Wicciorum filii de terr. Ambreſleye concen- 


nn . 
firmata 
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firmata per —— Merciorum et Athilbaldum regem Merciorum et Offa man 
22. b.] 

Carta Athelbaldi Regis de una portione manſionis in Wico (sic); emptorio ſalis quæ nos Sallwick 
vocamus ad eccleſiam de Cronuchomme. [ 24. b.] ; 

Carta Henrici Regis 3 Eoveſham et Ade Abbati de Lx. acris terrz in foreſta de Am- 
breſlega. 

Carta Will. Regis Willielmo Abbati de Eveſham de Weftuny, (s1c) Swella, et Kenimwortha con- 
firmata per O. Bajocenſem Epiſcopum. | 

Carta Edelredi Regis Miniſtro fuo Nordmanno de v. manentibus in Heamtune.* 988. [25.] 

Carta confirmationis Will. Regis Abbatiæ de Eveſham. [25. b.] 

Carta A. Abbatis Eveſham Godefrido Servienti Abbatis de terr. in Hamtona quamdiu ona 
erit 1— 28. um . annum. 125. | 


redo ad locum qui dicitur Ethom. [29.] 

Carta Cnut Regis Briktymo baroni ſuo de quinque hidis apud Beningwurde. 3 

Carta 4. Abbatis Eveſham R. filio Willielmi de Cotterun de molendins de Samburne in excambium 
pro terr. in Morton et Norton. [31.] 

Inquiſitio quod eccleſia de Hillingdon vacans ſit et in patronatu Abbatiæ de Eveſham qui preſen- 
tant Walterum de Longedon et eſtimatio ejuſdem eccleſiæ xx. marcarum . OUS 
penſio unius marcæ. 1220. [31, b.] 

Carta Kenredi Regis Merciorum (qui ivit Romam et cum illo cepit — Wicciorum Epiſc.) 
Ecgino de quinque caſſatis quæ Mortun appellatur ut eccleſia quæ Cronuchomme nuncupatur quam 
tunc moderno tempore contruxit poſſideat. 708. [32.] 

Carta Eadwardi Regis Merciorum de v. manentibus in at Lench ad eccleſiam de Cronuchomme, 
[ 33+] 

Carta Eadwardi Albionis Regis de v. caſſatis in loco qui vulgari Lench dicitur meo fideli nh 
oppido qui ab hujuſce inſulæ gnoſticis noto Osfred nuncupatur onomate. 34. 

Carta Kenredi Regis Merciorum fideli amico et pontifici bilſenos agros quam incolz vocitant at 
Ulenbeorge. 709. [34+ b.] 

; Carta Regis Mercenfium Athilbold de terr. quæ dicitur 1 trium mancntium Bucan Comiti 
ſuo. 718. [35+ b.] 
Alſgaru: Dux teſtificat quod Ordwius pater Ailwi Abbatis dedit ecclefiv de Eu-/: am Afune, 

Carta Willielmi fil. Rogeri de Watervilla de terra de Badebi Abbati de Eveſkam. [36+ b.] 

Carta Randulff de Kinewarton Rogero Abbati de Eveſham de eccleſia de Kinewarton _— 
de Alng et cum capella de Witheleta, 

Carta 


* Here is inſerted : — Ne Alex, [A receipt for making.] 
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. Eogkon de anphoratacerviſas quam peripebat in bracino 
Abbatis in excambium pro molendino de Sa{fordia. [37.] 

Carta Randulff de Lent Eccleſiz de Eveſham de terra de Bradelega cum hominibus ejuſdem terre 
qui de eadem terra reddunt 1xs, 

Carta Benedict: fil. Stephani London de eccleſia 8. Michaelis in Cornhull in London 
Ade Abbati de Eveſham. [37. b.] 

Carta Radulf fil. Eadwini de molendino de Eveſham juxta pontem et de molendino de Hamton 
Abbati de Eveſham. [42:] 

Carta Rogeri Abbatis Bogdan Valea Grene et Altthie uzcri fue de prediQia, 


Carta Henrici de Taiden et uxoris ſuæ Agnetis Abbatiæ de Eveſham de terr. verſus Burthton. 


[43+] 
Carta Willielmi — Evgfian de tota decima de dowinio fuo de Slater. 


Carta Walteri fil. Ricardi de Clifford feci (sic) diruere et evellere domos edificatas juxta ſoſſe 
prope villam 8. Edwardi in Swella. 


Conventio inter Abbatem A. et Walterum filium Ricardi de Bradewell 2 quoddam maſua- 
gium in Bradewell. 


Conventio inter A. Abbatem Eveſham et Bardulfum fil. Rogeri de Cheſtelton de prato in Tatleſ 
trop quod prefatus Bardulfus calumpniabatur in communem paſturam. [44-] 


r 
eundi et emendi et vendendi in foro ſuo de Campendena. 


Bulla Innocentii Pape ut beneficiis cum vacuerint liceat ordinare. 8. Pontif, 46. b.] 
Bulla Innocentii Pape in confirmatione libertatum &c. 8. Pont. [47- b.] 
Scriptum de pecunia Rome recepta ad uſus eccleſiæ de Eveſham. [48. b.] 


Conventio inter Reginaldum Abbatem de Eveſham et Sperlingum Preſbiterum de eccleſia 8. 
Michaelis de Cornkulla Lond. [52.] 


Finalis concordia inter Rogerum Abbatem de Eveſham et Hervithurn Bagoth et Milicent uxorem 
ejus de terr. de Mrotill. et Livinton. 1 Joh. Regis. 


Inquiſitio quod Abbas et homines ſui de omnibus villis ſuis qui ſunt in Com. Wigorn. ſemper 
fuerint quieti de theoloneo et omnibus conſuetudinibus et de omnibus rebus quas vendebant et eme- 
bant apud Wigorn.* 

Carta Beorktulf Regis Merciorum de decem manentibus terr. in Willerſeie ad locum qui dicitur 
et Egwines Homme. [60.] 

Confirmatio priviligiorum ab Henrico Rege. 

Alia confirmatio Henrici Regis. 

Carta R. Abbatis Eagles ad mandatum patris noſtri Hagonis Ofiienſs epiſcopo Runfredo clerico 
epiſcopi de ann. redd. 8, marc. J61.] 

Z 2 | Carta 
* See Nevens's Appendix, Ip. 141+] 


* 


1 
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Carta R. Abbatis Eveſham Mauritio fil. Rogeri de Perſore de decimis bladi vallæ Eveſham. _ 

Willelmus de Somerville feofavit Walterum Golafre de manerio de Afton Somervill et Walterns fecit 
fidelitatem et homagium Wilkelmo de Bengeworth Abbati de Eveſham. 17. E. 2. 

Willielmus de Somerville fecit homagium pro dio manerio. 18. E. 2. 


Carta Henrici Regis Abbatiz de Eveſham quod ipſi imperpetuum habeant catalla tam omnium 
hominum ſuorum quam omnium tenentium ſuorum integre tenentium et non integre tenentium 
reſidentium et non teſidentium et aliorum reſidentium quorumcunque tam de et in omnibus terris 
et tenementis quam de omnimodis feodis et poſſeſſionibus ſuis in Com. Wigorn. Gloc. et Warw, 
felonum et fugivitorum utlegatorum dampnatorum attinctorum con victorum ac in exigendis pro 
felonia poſitorum necnon mulierum taliter wainiatarum cujuſlibet eorundem. Ita quod ſi quis 
hominum vel tenentium pro delicto ſuo vitam vel membrum debeat amittere vel fugerit et judicem 
ſtare noluerit vel aliud quodcunque dilitum ſeu forisfactum fecerit pro quo bona et catalla ſua 
debeat perdere ubicunque juſtitia de eo fieri debeat five in curia noſtra vel heredum ſeu ſucceſſorum 
noſtrorum five in alia curia ſint ipſa bona et catalla ipſorum Abbatis et Conventus. 23. H. 6, — 
Per breve de privato ſigillo et de dat. predict. auRoritate Parliamenti. [65. b.] 


Admiſſio Johannis fil. Ricardi Predomme ad terr. in Seynebury. [66.[ . 

Carta Eadwardi totius Angliz Baſilei eccleſiæ de Eoveham de terr. quæ dicitur Swelle, 1055. 
Cum metis Saxonice. 66. b.) | 

Finalis concordia in curia Regis apud Eveſham inter Rogerum fil. Wilkelmi et Wibertum Trunket de 
terr. de Ragl.—H. 1. cum confirmatione Regis. {67. b.] 

Finalis concordia inter Abbatem de Eveſham et Henricum de Ragl. de terr. in Rag). 2. R. 1. 

RS mae Petr non rn RU RR tenent, 
de terr. in Raggl. 5. H. 3. (68.] 

Carta Randulf Abbatis Evgſkam confirmans venditionem terre in Merftowa quam Ricardus de 
Herverton Clericus fecit Rogero de Perſora. (70.) 

. Obligatio Rogeri de Perſora Abbati de Eveſham de 28. ann. redd. ex terr. in Mer ſſoma. 
Carta Offe Regis Merciorum de quatuor „ 76: 
170. b. | 
| ee eee nag e e HY 
72] 

Cartz duz Thome Abbatis Eveſkam Waltero de Bellocampo de terr. in. Ambrefleya, (74+) 

Bullz Papales Clementis Celeſlini et Innocentii in confirmatione privilegiorum. (74+ b.) 

Harl. MS. 3763.] PT... btn apomes Anaw cbed.opl 
dinis in civitate London. 18. R. (55. b.) 

Carta Henrici Regis eccleſiæ de Eveſham de bundredo-de Blacahurſt. | nt 6h Fes 
ſit porta et mercatio die Jovis et quod eccleſia de Eveſham habet omnes conſuetudines. (79. b.) 


-Garta Henrici Regis Ricardo Abbati et conventui de Eveſham quod recipiant de omnibus terr. 
LISA. et 
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et ten. et hominibus ſuis ubicunque ſint m . ur afemp_ns 
percipere conſueverint. 

'Willielkmus Mareſcallus Comes cunceſſit 38 jos quod habuit in ratione 
communæ (1c) paſturæ in aſſartis prepreſturis et clauſia Abbatis uſque ad 20 H. 3, (80. b.) 

Concordiæ variæ fraternitatis inter Abbates Euęſtum et Abbates Mitebi et Eborac. (82, b.) 

Concordia inter Adam Abbatem Eveſtam et Ricardum militem de Aldringtona ſuper jure ad voca- 
| tionis capelle de Weflona, (8g. b.) 

Cartz due de ann. redd. xv. marc. de eccleſia de Ambreflega ad eccleſiam de Eveſham. 

Confirmatio Gileberti ep. Herefordize de dono Hugonis fil. Rogeri et de dono Pagani de Nuer: 
de infula quæ dicitur Serpeth, (84. b.) 

Concordia inter Abbatem de Eveſham et Henricum fil. Philli 7 de terr. in Suderton. 3. R. 

Carta de inveniendo cereum note et die jugiter ardentem ante majus altare eccleſie de Eveſham, 
(85+) 
Carta Roberti de Harewecurth eccleſiæ de Eveſham de v. fol. in molendino de Weſton. 

Conventio inter Abbatem Eveſham Reg. et Robertum Dunehan de terr. in Hunitona, (90.) 

Conventio inter Abb. Rob, de Eveſtam et Radulfum Pincernam de tert. de Withlakesford. 

Carta Reginaldi Abbatis Eveſham Rartalfo Pincern. de terr. in Withlackesford et Grafton. (90. b.) 

Carta Ade Abbatis Eveſkam Roberto Pincern. de iifdem. 

Carta Roberti Pincerne de molendino de Withlakesford ecclefize de Eveſham. (91.) 

Compoſitio inter eeclffam de Hildendong et Rogerum et Phulippum heredem wad 
molendinorum in Coleham'et Wixebrugg, (91. b.) 

Bulla Conftantini Primi. 709. (92.) 

Bulla ejuſdem. 713. De electione Abbatis—Defun&o Abbate ſecundum canonicam auctori- 
tatem vel de ipſo monaſterio vel de parochia Wiccior. Abbas a fratribus ejuſdem loci eligatur qui 


in eadem eccleſia libere et canonice fine aliqua exactione conſecratus ob reverentiam ven. Egwini 
annulo in celebratione miffarum ſolummodo utatur — locum poſt Wicciorum preſulem 


noſtra auRoritate jugiter obtineat. (92. b.) 

Bullz variæ aliorum Paparum. (fol. 93-—99. b. 
| Bullz quædam Innocentii quarti. — [One of theſe is concerning the caps before-mentioned in 
the chapter of Cuſtoms.] 

Bullz aliz Paparum. (104. b.—1 ra. b.) 

Cauſz principales cur cantaria ſecularis non fiat in monaſterio E. (1 14.) 

Confirmatio Henrici Regis de Hundredo de Blakkarft cum aliis libertatibus. 25. H. (r16.) 

Carta Henrici Regis.—Quare boſci Abbatis infra foreſtam de Feckenham ſunt quieti de vaſto xc. 
26. H. (116. b.) 

Carta Henrici Regis — quare Abbas recipiat denarios per ballivos ſuos de terris et tenementis et 
hominibus ſuis et teſpondeat ad ſcaccarium. 26. H. (117.) i 


Carta 
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Carta Henrici Regis de eodem baronibus de ſcaccario. 26. H. (119. h.) 

Carta Henrici Regis de Warena et Parco de Baddeby et Newenkam. 20. H. (118.) 
Carta Henrici Regis de Warena terrarum Abbatis in Com. Wigorn. et Glouc. 35. H. 
Carta Edwardi Regis confirmans manerium de Bengeworth. 8. E. (118. b.) 

Carta Edward: R. de terr. 2 9. EL. (119.) 
Carta Edw. R. de terr. et burgagiis Jol. de Tywe in Eveſham. 10. E. | 

Licentia Edw. R. de manerio de Seyneſbury. 31. E. 

Carta Edw. II. R. de terr. Johannis de Whytechurche in Eveſham. 2. E. a. (119. . 
Carta Edw. R. de manerio de Ulleberwe. 4. E. 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. Joh. de Wiytechurch in Donyaton Hudyeate et Borton, 4. E. (120.) 
Licentia Edw. R. de feodo de Afton Somervyle. 5. E. 

Carta Edwardi R. de terr. in Newenham. 6. E. 

Licentiz duz Edw. R. de terr. in Luttelton. 7. K 8. E. (120. b.) 

Confirmatio Edw. R. de Seyneſbury. 9. E. (121.) 

Carta Edu. R. pro tranſgreſſione Malculmi Muſard in Seyneſbury. 28. E. (121. b.) 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Baddeſeye Bretforton et Luttelton. 9. E. 

Carta Edw. R. pro ambulatione foreſtz. 10. E. (122. 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Eveſham Lenchewyk et Twyford. 10. E. 

Carta Edw. R. de appropriatione eccleſie de Baddeby. 14. E. (122. b.) 
Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Hogwyke Penewortham et Farynton. 16. E. 

Licentia Edw. R. de cantaria de Borton, 16. E. | 

Carta Edw. R. de appropriatione eccl, de Ombreſeye. 19. E. (123) 

Confirmatio Edw. R. de cantaria de Hauleye. 19. E. 2. 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Eveſham, Baddeby, North Luttelton et Bretforton, 20. E. (123+ U 
Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Hampton. 12. E. 1. (124.) 

Licentia Edw. R. de terr. in Kynewarton, 1. E. 3. 
Confirmatio Edw. R. de Wytheleye et Kyngeleye. 3. E. (12g. b.) 

Licentia Edw. R. adquirendi £ xx. terr. et redd. 3. E. 
Corifirmatio Edw. R. omnium libertatum. 4. E. (123.) 

Carta Edw. R. de appropriatione eccl. de Leylond. 4. E. (126. b.) 
Confirmatio Edw, R. appropriationi eccl. de Baddeby. 4. E. * 
Carta Edw. R. imdemnitatis, 4. E. 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Darlyngeſcote. 4. E. (127. b.) 

Carta Edu. R. de terr. et ten. capellæ B. M. de Borton. 5. E. 
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Carta Edw. R. de cuſtodia maneriorum Tathnton Baddeſeye Kynewarton Whiteleye et Kyngeley 
habenda tempore vacationis. 6. E. (128.) 


Licentia Edw. R. pro porta Abbatiæ kervelanda. (s10.) 6. E. (128. b.) 
Licentia Edw. R. pro excommunicatis capiendis. 6. E. 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Bretforton. 8. E. 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Baddeſeye. 8. E. (129.) 

Licentia Edu. R. pro Abbatia firmanda et kernellanda. 10. E. (129. b.) 
Carta Edw. R. de tert. in Faryngton et Leylond. 10. E. 

Certa Edi. R. de Kyngerwynford. 11. E. (130.) 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Tatleſcroft. 1 2. E. 

Revocatio Edu. R. preſentationis eccleſiæ de Ambreſley. 1. E. 020 b 

Carta Edw. R. de vaſto de Penwortham, 8, E. * 
Carta Edw. R. de maneriis de Tidelinenton et Adminſcote ke. 40. E. (131.) 

Carta Edw. R. de meſſuagiis et redditibus in London. 40. E. , | 
Carta Edw. R. de putura (seo) de Pemwortham. 18. E. 3. (131. b.) , 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Leylond et Longeton. 10. E. (132. b.) ; 
Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Hogwyk et Penwortham et Furintone. 16. E. 3. | 

Carta Edw, R. Priori et Conventui quod habeant cuſtodiam Abbatiz tempore vacationis. 4 K. 
133.) 

Carta Edw. R. de manerio de Tadlinton et Newbold. 16. E. (134.) 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Newbold. 9. E. | 

Cartz duæ Edw. R. de terr. in Ambreſley, Eveſtam, Bengeworth, South Luttelton, Bradewell, 
Donyngton, Seyneſbury, Stowe S. Edwardi, Malgarſbury et parva Hampton et de manerio de Over- 
Sydington. 25. E. 3. (134+ b.) 

Confirmatio Edw. R. fuper appropriationem eccleſiz de Baddeby. 27. E. 3. (136. b.) 

Carta Edw. R. de ſeria et mercatu in Ambrefleye, 28. E. 3. (137. b.) 

Carta Edu, R. de terr. in Eveſham, Bengeworth, Ambreſleye et Norton. 32. E. 3. (138.) 

Carta Edw. R. de terr. in Hudicotedertram et Seqnebury, Bradewell Stowe, et Malgarſbury. 
37- E. (139-) 

Carta Edw. R. de commutatione de Raggeley et Kyngeleye. 43. E. 3- (140.) 

Carta Ear. R. de manerio de Eyford et de Stowe Malgareſbury Borton et Wikeryſyadon, ag, E. 3. 
(140. b.) 

Carta Edw. R. de parco de Ambrefteye. 30. E. 3. (141. b.) 


Generalis 


* Here is inſerted. in the MS, — Mem.—quod Aden Herve clericus obilt ulumo die menfis mardi. 1344. 
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Generals remillo Regis Eu fats communitati Angliz in pariamento Wan. 31. E. 3. 
(142) 

Confrmatio Ricard Regis quod pri et Canventushabeat cafldam Albus tempare we 
tionis. 3. R. (143.) | 
Confirmatio Ricardi Regis poſſeſſionum kc. 16. R. (145) 

Conceſſio Ix. ſol. de eccleſia de Ombręſſeye. (152. b.) 


Donatio de terra de Dyninton ad infirmds. 
Aſſignatio capellz de Luttleton ad hoſtilare. (153. 
Confirmatio capellz de Bretſorton. 
Ordinatio miſericordiæ. b 


Donatio obventionum et oblationum ad crucem, (153. b,) 

De Sacerdote celebrante pro negligentiis conventus et anniverſario Henrici Abbatis, 1263, . 
Confirmatio ij. C. de eccleſia de Honeyborn. (154+ b.) 

Confirmatio redditus pro cereo Sci Wyſtanis 1262, 

Confirmatio redditus obventionum et oblationum eccleſie Eveſkamie. (155.) 

De terra de Bereford aſſignata Elemoſinario. | 

De anniverſariis Willielmi de Whytechurch Abbatis. (155. b.) 

De eodem (sic) anniverſariis. 

De redditu de Seyneſbury dato ad veſtitum monachorum. 1307. (156. b.) 

De incremento redditus ad officium-coquinz per Johamem Abbatem. 8, E. 2, 

De anniverſariis Dni. Fohannis Abbatis. (157.) 

De anniverſariis Walteri Waltore Frioris. (157. b.) 

De donatione terræ de Baddeſeye. | 

De capellano et anniverſariis Dni Nicholai de Baddeſeye. 1331. (158.) 

De anniverſariis Willielmi de Chiryngton Abbatis. 1332. | 

Aſſignatio eccleſiæ de Ombrefteye. 1344+ (158. b) 

Aſſignatio ecelefiz de Baddeby. 1344 (159.) 

Conceſſio eccleſiæ de Leylond et panis ad cenam conventus. 1347. bac 
De Sacerdote celebrante pro fratribus defunctis et aliis benefactoribus. 1330.“ (159. b.) 
De Sacerdotibus celebrantibus in capella ad carvarium. 1360. (160.) 

De novo redditu pro incremento cum incremento dierum. 1361. (161.) 

De penſione Archidiaconi Northampton. 1 320. we © 

3 epiſcopi Lincoln. 1321. 


„ In this year many of the Eveſham monks died of the plague. 
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De penſione capituli Migorn. 1326. [162. b.] 

De penſione epiſcopi Ceftrie, | 

Taxatio eccleſiarum proventuum reddituumet obventionum temporalium et ſpiritualium Abbatiæ 
Eveſhamia ſecundum verum valorem ſacta ad mandatum reverendorum patrum Dnorp, (50) Wynton, 
et Lincoln eporp (s1c) executorum deputatorum negotii decimæ Dno Regi Edwardo illuſtri fil io 
Henrici Regis conceſſæ in ſubſidium terre ſanfie per magiſtros Ricardum Ujenna et Walterum fil. 
Warr, clericos cum portionibus percept. et detent, decimis tam in parochiis propriis quam aliens. 
1163. 

Taxatio triceſſimæ Abbatis et monachorum Eveſhamie bonorum ſuorum mobilium de tempora- 
libus conceſſa Dno E. Regi illuſtri pro militatione E. filii ſui. 1306. [166. b. 

Carta Johannis Abbatis Eveſtamiæ officiatiis dicti monaſterii de hoſpitiis tenementis ſhopis cel- 
laria (ste) et ſolatia (s, in London in Wardis de Algate et la tour. 1379. [196, b.] 
| Proceſſus varii circa eccleſiam de Penwortham tempore Rogeri epiſc. Covent, et Lick. 1320. 
(197+) 

None well de waruuartls ad eien dy agen testenden (200.) 

Scriptum Abbatis et conventus Euęſtamiæ Henrico — 197.757 pale mar- 
carum. 1321, {206.) 

$criptur Abbatis &t conventus Eogfavie de penbone x, fol. archidiaconi Northamptonie. 1 

(206, b.) 

Confirmatio cantarize in eccleſize de Borton. 13247 

Scriptum Abbatis Eveſhamie de penſione xl. ſol. Rogero Covent, et Lich. epiſcopo et ſugceſſori- 
bus ſuis. 1331. (207. b.) 

Portio vicariæ de Leylond. 1331. 

Penſio Prioris et capituli Wigorn, 1326. (208.) 

Conventio ſuper communes paſturas inter Miller ſeyam et Bradeweyam et liberos homines de 
Bradeweya temporibus Randulf Ab. Eveſhamie et Gervaſi Abbatis de Perſore. (208. b.) 

Compoſitio inter Abbatem de Eveſham et Abbatem de Hales de molendino de Eweline. (209.) 

Conventio inter Abbatem de Eveſham et Abbatem de Perſore de ſtagno quod fe extendit juxta 
aquam de Sthoure ab excluſis molendini de Tathynton. 

Ordinatio reddituum pro capellanis celebrandis in cimiterio. (210.) 

Proteſtatio officialis Cantuarenſis., (211.) 
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Other papers relating to this Abbey which, either on account of their length 
or their ſubject, it ſeemed improper to inſert in the body of the work. 
Such of theſe as will admit of a tranſlation are given in Engliſh. They 
were all procured from the Britiſh Muſeum, and are now firſt publiſhed, 


— — — 


* 


 (Harl, MS. 3763. in Mut. Brit, fol. 19 .] 


* newly elected Abbot, if he were conſecrated out of the Monaſtery, ſhall, when he returns, 
be received by us in a feſtive proceſſion. After his inſtalment by the prior, he is every where 
to be honoured with particular reverence. We muſt be reverently obedient to him in all things 
lawful: and as he paſſes along, either through the cloiſter, through any of the offices, or any 
where except in the dormitory, all ſhall ſtand up and bow to him while paſſing. When it be ne- 
ceſſary, a chaplain ſhall carry a lighted lanthorn before him, in all places except the dormitory, 
No one ſhall walk a-breaſt with him, except to maſs. Wherever he ſhall ſit, no one ſhall preſume 
to ſit down by him, unleſs he command him ſo to do. If bidden to fit down by him, that perſon 
ſhall bow to him in a devout manner, and thus humbly take his ſeat. And it is to be obſerved, 
that the ſtall of the Abbot, or the ſeat where he is about to ſet down, ſhall always be adorned 
with a quarellum, whether he be in pontificals or not. Whoever ſhall give. any thing into his 
hand, or receive any thing from him, ſhall kiſs his hand. Wherever he ſhall be preſent, there 
ſhould be obſerved the ſtricteſt order and diſcipline. When he ſhall reprehend any monk who has 
behaved or ſpoken amiſs, whether it be within the cloiſter or not, that monk ſhall afterwards 
intreat his pardon in a humble manner, as if in the chapter-houſe, and ſhall ſtand before him till 
ordered to fit down: and as long as he ſees him to be angry, ſo long ſhall he entreat for pardon, 
till his wrath be appeaſed. The Abbot ſhould however take care that nothing of this ſort ſhall 
paſs in the preſence of ſecular perſons, - In the firſt chapter over which an Abbot ſhall preſide all 
the obedientiaries of the Monaſtery, and all thoſe who have any office there, ſhall lay the keys of 
their reſpeRive offices at his feet. He then ſhall reſtore to them their charges, if it be not other- 
wiſe decreed in chapter. Thus the whole regulation of the Monaſtery will appear to depend on 
him. —If it, his abſence, either through neceſſity or expediency, any new regulation ſhall have 
been made, itYhall, when he returns, be ſubmitted to his judgment, and its execution to his pru- 
dence.— The Abbot 6nght therefore to be cautious in his government, humble, chaſte, and mer- 
ciful, fober, and one who Ing ſerve as an example of the divine precepts both in words and actions. 
As often as poſſible he ſhould be-with the reſt of the fraternity in the Convent, uſing the moſt vi- 
gilant care and diligent ſolicitude cohcerping all things, that he may be able to render up to God 
a worthy account“ of his office. 21 

Ef 9 | Memorandum : 


— Here there is 2 great peculiarity in the language of this payer, Roma, the place where the accounts were given in, ſeems to 
be uſed for the account itſelf, Ut de officio fibi commiſſo dg Deo pſt reddere E ig | 
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Ex codem. fol, 191.] 


EMORANDUM:*—Quod A. D. 1392, Anno Regis Ricardi Secundi XV, obiit piæ 

memoriæ venerabilis Prior Nickolaus Herford, qui Prioratum eccleſiæ Evechamie devote et 
religioſe vivendo per xl. annos et iiij. ebdomadas ſub ejus Abbatibus rexit ; et obtinuit, et poſt ejus 
obitum multa beneficia et eccleſiæ ornamenta dicto Monaſterio, ad ejus animæ ſalutem et in poſte- 
rum exemplum, reliquit. — Viz. Unum parum veſtimentorum pro majori altari embrowdatum cum 
aquilis de auro de Cipre, et le chaumpe de blew velvetto, cum capa, dalmaticis, et xxx. albis cum 
paruris de eiſdem aquilis. Et aliud parum veſtimentorum de viridi velvetto embrowdatum cum 
capitibus cervinis, cum capa, dalmaticis, et cum iiij. albis de eodem. Et aliud veſtimentum tan- 
tum pro ſacerdote de panno auri de Luc. — viz. Caſula alba cum paruris, ſtola, manipulo, et 
frontello; quod Dnus Abbas ex ejus bonitate, in memoriam anime ejus, dedit capellæ B. Mariz 
in criptis. Cum uno calice operis Saracenorum ; cum duabus violis argenteis deauratis et ſculptis. 
Et aliud veſtimentum tantum pro ſacerdote de panno Cypreo quod Dnus Abbas contulit Jokanni 
Golafre. Et aliud veſtimentum Dno Thome Hambury eodem modo: et unum calicem, maximum 
totius monaſterii, pondere x. lb. cum duabus Bacynz argenti pro majort altari. Et ſex alios calices, 
tam bonos quam mediocres, in quibus nomen ejus eſt ſculptum, expenſis propriis fieri fecit. 


Nunc de ejus libris tractandum eſt, Quoſdam emit, et quoſdam, mediantibus ſcriptoribus, 
componi fecit, De libris emptis primo incipiendum eſt, 


Summa predicantium, qui valet ix. marc. 

Burley ſuper politicis, pretii vij. marc. 

Burley ſuper phyſices, pretii iiij. marc. et dim. 

Cowton, pretii vij. marc. 

Miſſale dim. anni, pretii xx. marc. 

Et ſequentes libros componi fecit in parte : 

Preſcianus in conſtructionibus. 

Memoriale junior cum prato florum, in eodem volumine ligati. 

Petogogicum (sic) grammatice ſuper quatuor partes grammatice. 

Nominale, cum diffinitione artium. 

Quaterni grammaticales, quorum primus vocatur :—2ue meliora cum exoticon, 

2. Notabilia Catholicon. (sic) * 

3. Nominale qui fic incipit: Hely, Heloy ; cum quatuor partibus grammatice. 

4. Qui lic incipit, — Sicut et tertius. 

5. Bibliſworthe, cum aliis tractibus grammatice. 
. Aa 2 6. Merarius, 


bo I cannot help recommending this to the reader as 2 very great curiokity, and wiſh much it were in my power to render it into 
Engliſh, that it might be more generally read. But this as will cafily be ſeen, it is nearly, if not quite impodiible, to perform, 
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6. Merarius, cum Ympnario gloſſato. 
7. Guydo de vero dictamine. 
Biblia. 
Siniſtra pars oculi. 
Speculum Curatorum. 
Tabula ſuper Auguſtinum de civitate Dei. 
-  Manipulus florum, 
Diſtin&iones. 
Boetius de conſolatione Philoſophiz. 
Dockyn, 
Wallenfis. 
Summa conſcientiz. x 
Cofteley ſuper Apocalipfin. 
Stimulus amoris, cum aliis traRatibus in eodem volumine. 
Vitz Scz Eufrafie, cum aliis tractatibus. 
Egidiu de regimine Principum. 
Quaternus de prima injungenda. 
Quaternus ſummæ Criſoſtomi, cum aliis tradatibus in codem volumine. 
Quaternus Hugonis de Sco Viftore, cum aliis tractatibus in eodem volumine. 


Quaternus de doctrina dicendi et tacendi. | 

Quaternus de articulis fidei, cum aliis tractatibus. 

Quaternus de Diabolicis fantaſmaticis. 

Quaternus legum, cum diverſis tractatibus. 

De origione Religionis ſecundum Ricardum Heremitam de Hamipole, 

Quaternus de Mufica, et artis metricæ. 

Quaternus de Statutis Angliæ, cum multis aliis tractatibus. 

Holkote ſuper ſapientiam. 

Deſcriptio orbis, cum cronicis abbreviatis. 

Primum Pſalterium. 

Primus liber de matutinis de Dna, cum vij. pfalmis primalibus. 

Liber Job Junioric. 

Bernardus Caſſinenſis ſuper . 

Smarag dus ſuper . 

Quaternus de conſtitutionibus Benedicti. 

Quaternus qui dicitur Phitofophia Monachorum, cum diverſis traftatibus de ordine. 
Quaternus ſuper Regulam. In papire non ligatus. 

Quaternus niger qui dicitur Formula Novicorum. 

Speculum Stultorum. 
Parvus liber de ſeptem artibus liberalibus. 
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Quaternus major de ſeptem artibus liberalibus, 
Quaternus de arte nototatoria, (sto) cum aliis traQtatibus. 
Diſſuaſio Valeri ad Ruf num de uxore non ducenda. 
Quaternus de peregrinatione terræ ſanctæ. 

Bellum Trojanum, cum vita Alexandri in quaterno. 
Quaternus de Fiſica. 

Quaternus Odorici, cum aliis tradtatibus. 

Policronica, cum aliis tractatibus. 

Bullum Trojanum ligat. 

Alius quaternus de bello Trojano. 

Cronice fratris Man, Primacii Dni Pape. 

Cronice abbreviate, In papiro. 

Quaternus de conſeſſione. 

Quaternus primariz inſtitutionis Monachorum. 
Quaternus de inquiſitionibus faciendis in viſitationibus. 
Liber Agriculture, 

Formula vitz honeſt, 

Secretum ſecretorum, 

Mort de Arthor, cum Sqnkreal in eodem volumine. 
Quaternus Gallicus de diverſis materiis. 

Ymago de Mounde. 

| Benfiis (sc) de Hampton. 

Ams et Amylon. 

Liber parvum (sic) narrationum. 

Albumaſar. 

Job. de Sacroboſco. 


Quaternus de compoſitione Aſtrolabii, et ejus ſpeciebus. 


Quaternus de diviſione temporum. 

Quaternus de Compotis. 

Quaternus de mirabilibus mundi et aſtronomiæ. 
Tabula Martini ani. 

Joannes Androw. 

Conſtitutiones Pape Clementis. 

Concordia Diſcordantium. 

Decretales ij. 

Summa ſuper titulis Decretalium. 

Johannes Androw ſuper 6. et 7. librum NID. 
Inſtituta Decretalium et Decretorum. 

Bromezart. 

Parvus liber de oratiunibus. 


\% 


pretium iſtorum librorum cum quaternis diſcernat pii diſcretio legentis. 


Pretium veſtimentbrum de blew velvetto Lx. 


Pretium 
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Pretium veſtimentorum de viridi velvetto, xx. C. 

Pretium veſtimentorum de auro de Luc. vj. marc. 

Pretium veſtimenti cum roſis, xx. s. 

Pondus magni Calicis, x. . 

Pondus Calicis de opere Saracenorum, Ixvij. s. 

Pretium librorum cum precibus ſcripturæ, xlvij. marc. et dimid. 

Pretium pro factura unius mappæ mundi, vj. marc. 

Cujus animæ propitietur Deus. Anima ejus et animæ omnium fidelium defunRorum, per Dei 
miſericordiam, in pace requieſcant. Amen. Amen. Amen. | 


IP. 195.] NEXT to the Abbot, the greateſt reverence and obedience is due in all caſes to 
the prior, who in the Rule is denominated Prepoſitus honorabiliorum domus Dei, He, after the Abbot 
himſelf, can exerciſe the higheſt power both in words and action, that, by the example of his life 
and the perſuaſion of his doctrine, he may inſtru his brethren in what is good, and reclaim them 
from evil. To him alone is the prieſt ſubſervient who performs divine ſervice, All matters like- 
wiſe that are going on out of the Convent-limits are, if the Abbot ſhould be abſent, under his 
controul. As often as occaſion requires he holds, or orders to be held, a chapter on all the ſervants 
that belong to the different offices of the Monaſtery ; and by his commend due puniſhment is in- 
flicted on delinquents. As he paſſes through the cloiſter or through the choir, it is not cuſtomary, 
when he is about to fit down, for all the brethren to riſe to him; but only thoſe who are near the 
place where he is about to fit, Whereſoever, out of the cloiſter, he ſhall find any of the monks 
ſeated, they ſhall all riſe to him. The prior of the cloiſter, or the guardian of order, ſhall every 
3 the firſt prior. As far as poſſible he ought continually to be in or about the cloiſter, 
and to pteſerve there good order with all ſolicitude. It is the office of the firſt prior, while he is in 
the Monaſtery, to puniſh or pardon any offences there committed. In caſe however of his abſence, 
this office devolves to the prior of the cloiſter ; except in thoſe cauſes of moment which muſt be 
reſerved to the arbitrement of the firſt prior, or of the Abbot himſelf, Theſe officials, as well as 
the deans, ſhould be choſen from among the beſt and moſt prudent members of the Convent ; as 
ſuch perſons will be leaſt likely ever to raiſe a clamour through private enmity to any one, or to 
paſs over any negle&s through private friendſhip. Above all others, they ſhould ſtudy every where 
to conduct themſelves religiouſly and orderly, and thus ſerve as examples to the teſt of the Con- 
vent. They muſt be attended to reverently in the chapter-houſe ; and after ſuch have been heard 
who come thither to plead excuſes or aſk pardon for any offence, it is the office of theſe principally 


to lodge complaints * offenders. 


* 


W. 195» b.] 
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IP. 195. b.] MEMORANDUM:— That prior Avicius, becauſe he had made over the two 
villages of Baddeby and Newenham, which were part of his own inheritance, to this church, repeited 
the ſame form of gift after the bleſed-Wifus, at the requeſt of his relations, bad unjuſtly taken poſſeſſion 
of the above-mentioned places. They were both of the ſame parentage.“ — It was-by- the advice 
of the ſame prior Avicius that earl Leofric and the counteſs Godgima built here an handſome church 
in honour of the Holy Trinity; in which they procured a crols of large fize to be erected,” and 
images of St. Mary the mother of God, and of St. John the Evangeliſt, to be magnificently made 
of gold and ſilver; and alſo gave a green cheſable, a lefſer black cope, and many other coſtly. or- 
naments. Alfricus, who was prior under Abbot Agelwy, built the dorcelli of the chapter-houſe. 


IP. 196.] MEMORANDUM: — That to the celebration of the anniverſary of Walter 
de Walcote, prior, are aſſigned all thoſe rents which he acquired in the town of Eveſham and at 
Pemwortham ; but with this proviſo, — that the almoner for the time being ſhall find annually to the 
Convent a ſufficient pittance of ſalmon, or ſome other fiſh of the beſt kind that can be procured, 
together with an allowance of the beſt wine; the reſidue of which ſhall, at the diſcretion of the 
almoner, be faithfully diſtributed among certain poor perſons. — The above prior acquired alſo 
one cope of green ſilk, embroidered with golden apoſtles ſtanding in tabernacles. Alſo an alb, 
with wotk repreſenting the hiſtory of St. Katherine ; and another alb, with figures of the God- 
head fitting, and the apoſtles ſtanding round. This prior moreover aſſigned thoſe rents to the 
office of the ſacriſty which we find written down in the martirology, and theſe were to furniſh 
one wax-light ; which, together with that furniſhed by the ſacriſt, was daily to burn _ all 
the private maſſes celebrated —_— the whole year. 


— — — 


Ip. 201.] MEMORANDUM: — uod, ex approbata conſuetudine vallis Eveſhamie, re- 
manebunt pro inventario poſt mortem vicariorum defunctorum ad futurum ſucceſſorem: — 1. 


Caruca cum toto apparatu. — 2. Cartca (sic) cum toto apparatu. — 3. Unum Furneys fixum, — 

4. Una magna Cuna, — 5, Unus Alvus. — 6, Una Archa.— 7. Una Vanga, cum una tribula.— 
8. Una Scala. —g. Unum Lintkeamen ad ventum, — 10. Una Olla enea. — 11. Una Pelvis, cum 
lavatorio. — 12. Una Menſa, cum treſſel. 13. Una Mappa, cum manutergio, — 14. Unum 
Raſum de ligno, — 15. Una Falx, 


(Ibidem.] 


0 This memorandum it was irre bie 10 mate out without much gratuitous conjecture, This paſſage i the ors! runs hw: 
De wa 11, erant perentela, 
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(idem. MEMORANDUM — That the ſacriſt ſhall furniſh three wax-lights continually 
buraing before the great altar. One before the altar of the bleſſed Mary in the crypts. Eight to 
burn only when proceſſions are made to the maſs celebrated at the above altar. And as many at al! 
private maſſes that are ſaid throughout the year, in the church. He muſt alſo find two wax-lights 
to be lighted up every day ; one of which is according to ancient uſage, the other to the late regu- 
lation of Walter de Woalcote, He muſt moreover furniſh one lamp to burn before the altar of St. 
Peter by night only. Another before the altar of the bleſſed Stephen. A third before the altar of 
the Holy Trinity. A fourth before the altar of St. John. A fiſth before the pulpit. One alſo in 
the chapel of the bleſſed Mary Magdalene, to burn only by night. A lamp moreover is to be fur- 
niſhed for the tomb of St. Wiſin, to burn both day and night. In the chapel of St. Lawrence 
two wax-lights of four pound weight are to be found by the ſacriſt, which are to burn only during 
maſs, - 


i 


[P. 203.] MEM: —Quod Infirmarius debet percipere per manum Sacriſia annuatim, pro 
omnibus in quibus ei tenetur, et pro una dim. marca quam Infirmarius ſolebat recipere de manu 
Burſarii, vj. C. iij. s. viij. d. ad quatuor anni terminos. Et hoc determinatum fuit in pleno ca- 
pitulo in preſentia Dni W. de Wychechyrche Abbatis Eveſhami@ A. D. 1370, die O Sapientia, — 
Subſacrifie eſt omnia ornamenta monaſterii, et omnia inſtrumenta et ſuppelleRiles quæ ad ipſum 
monaſterium pertinent cuſtodire, horas providere, cereos pro tempore accendere. In xij. ſcilicet 
Evangiliſtariæ m. reveſtiare, portare quem Sacerdos ferat, cum incepto+ per ſingulos dies proceſſerit 
ad altare, Sacerdoti ab altari ad anologium reverſo, abſconſam cum candela miniſtrante finita quæ 
collecta eandem abſconſam recipere, et librum Evangiliſtarum reponere. Candelas etiam per offi- 
cinas diſtribuet ſecundum quod opus fuerit, et Abbas vel Prior preceperit. Ejus ſolicitudinis eſt am- 
pullas vinarias et aquarias qualibet ſeptimana, et calices, cum opus fuerit lavare, corporalia quorum 
ante Paſcha ſemper, et quotiens reliquis anni partibus. Expedit utrumque lavare fi Diaconus aut 
Preſpiter fit, ſi vero non fit, Abbati vel Priori judicare, et ipſius licentia alicui qui hujus ordinis fit 
hanc curam commendare. Lavandis corporalibus quanta poſſit diligentia adhibeatur.$ Vaſa enea, 
ad nullos alios uſus deſtinata, ad hoc opus habeantur. Aqua qua lavantur, ſicut et calicum 
m. ſacrum (src) projiciatur locis dum ſictartur, V0 

deatur. 


* This memorandum is admitted merely becauſe it — the Heres oiffigned to thels Runge, kc, which weee-mentioned 
* 2 gonere? way tn 6 forater paper exntrrning „ : 


IS + This, as well as the following one, is a very intricate and difficult ſentence ; and there ſeems to have been ſome miſtake made 
in tranſcribing from the MS. — Should not incepeo here have been rather incenſo? 


: There is ſomewhere in Stevens, but I do not recolled the exaR place, a paſſage nearly to the ſame purpoſe with theſe minutiz 
concerning the preparation of the Hal. It may have been extracted from the ſame MS, but, as theſe cuſioms were nearly alike in 


| = = it is more probable that it was copied from ſome other, 
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deatur. Cura faciendi hoſtias ſuper eum eſt, quia ut mundiſſime et honeſtiflime ſiant ſup in opere 
ſtudere debet. Imprimis, ſi fieri poteſt, frumentum cum magno ſtudlo granatim eligatur. Elec- 
tum in ſacculo mundo, et de bono panno facto, et ad opus tantum parato, ponatur, et a famulo 
boni ſtudii ad molendinum deferatur. Quo delato, famulus aliud frumentum in ipſo molendino 
moli prius faciat, ut illud unde hoſtize fieri debent fine aliqua ſorde moli poſtea valeat.. Neportata 
farina, Sacriſta vas et locum quo farina buletari debet in circuitu cottinam paret, et ut honeſta per- 
ſona hoc opus agat ipſemet provideat. Unus miniſtrorum ſuper tabulam mundiffimam ipſam fari- 
nam aqua conſpargat, et manibus fortiter compingat, et maceret. .  Servus' qui ferra in quibus co- 
quuntur tenet, manus rochetis habeat inviolatas. Interim, dum ip hoſtia fiunt et coquuntur, 
ſilentium loquendi omnino teneant. Ille tamen qui ferra tenet, ſi neceſſe fit, breviter quod vult 
indicare prout famulo qui focum facit et ligna portat; quæ debet eſſe valde ficca et ante multos 
dies de induſtria preparata. | 


P. 203, b.] MEM, — That maſter Wilkam de Stowe, ſactiſt of Euęſiam, acquired four copes, 
— one of cloth of gold very fine and coſtly, — another of red velvet with pearls alſo very coſtly ;— 
a third of red ſatin of the beſt kind, and a fourth likewiſe of red ſatin with flowers of gold. He 
alſo procured three albs,—one of red fatin with a repreſentation of the Deity in gold work, of which 
the body and fleeves were of the ſame piece; — another with the head of the Deity in gold work, 
with the heads of the apoſtles alſo in gold; — and a third of filk with white griffins of filk likewiſe, 
He acquired moreover twenty albs for holidays. Alſo a tunick with a dalmatica of gold fringe. 
At different times he gave for the uſes of the Convent one hundred marks, — viz: forty marks for 
the repairs of the tower; — forty more toward the reparation of the northern wing [tranſept, I pre- 
ſume,] of the great church — and twenty for the repairs of the bell-tower. He alſo gave the Abbot 
forty pounds when he purchaſed the manor of Seyneſbury, and forty marks toward the purchaſe of 
Oſtarwe, 


 [Ibidem.] MEM.— That brother Jokn de Brymmeſgrave, ſacriſt, acquired one good alb, and 
mother of a middling fort, of black velvet with boughs and leaves worked on it. He alſo procured 
+ + + * albs for feſtivals, He cauſed to be made an excellent chalice which is in the chapel of 
the bleſſed Mary, and of the value of thirteen marks. He bought moreover a vale of cryſtal. 
+ + #* * * the aymlets [or ſmall ornamented caſes] in which are placed the thorns of the 
crown of Chriſt, He demiſed many books to this Convent the names of which now follow: 


1. Summa Summarum. 
2. Summa Confeſſarum. 


; * 2 
Py — 44 of 
— — — * * 
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4 Decretales Bybliam. — | | OT SY 
5. Catholicon. 


7. Yſidorus concerning the chief good. 
8. The Expolition of the Evangeliſts.. 1 
9. — — 1 | FEY 
6-1 Saab dhbhabede-. 3% | I 
12. A Breviary in to volumes. | 
1. A Diurnal of Prayers. . 


4 


G 


P. 204-] THE hoftilarius, or official deputed to receive and accommodate ſtrangers, ought 
always to have the following articles ready in the cell provided for that purpoſe: — beds, ſeats, ta- 
bles, towels, napkins, cups, and all other neceffaries of the fame kind. In the reception of gueſts 
all manner of courteſy ought, according to the rule, to be obſerved. If any biſhop or abbot, or 
prior of another houſe ſhall arrive, the ſacriſt for the time being ſhall furniſh two wax-lights to 
burn before them till they go to bed. But the cellarer is to find them fire, kc. The hoſtilarius 


| ſhould however furniſh" them with charcoal and candles, as well as with corn for any number of 


horſes not exceeding what is ſpecified in the cuſtoms, viz: —for thoſe of any number of perſons 
not exceeding fix from one and the fame houſe or convent ; ſo that every two horſes ſhall have one 
ſtrike of corn. But when the gueſts are many and from different houſes, and no one party of them 
exceeds the aforeſaid number, the hoſtilarius ſhall find every thing neceffary for them, 


IP. 204+ b.] PRIOR Conventualis et Abbas duplum percipient de Celario et de Coquina 
quum venerint. De pane percipient duos panes monachales. De cerviſia duas lagenas ad prandium, 
et duas ad cenam. Pro armigero ejus unum panem album ad prandium, et alium ſervientur ad 
cenam, et unam juſtam cerviſiz, et dimid. ferculum. De coquina Abbatis Garcones ad prandium 
quilibet ſuum panem, et dimidium ferculum, De coquina Abbatis ad cenam duo unum panem, 
et duo unam juſtam, et dim. ferculum. Et ſolus ſi fuerit, unum panem et unam juſtam. Et ſi 
tres, duos panes, et juſtam et dimidiam, et quilibet dimid. ferculum de eoquina Abbatis. Monachi 
et Canonici qui voverint ante evangelium majoris miſſz, per dies carnium, unus erit de apello, et 
alter de coquina communi. Quotquot fuerint unde de coquina communi habebunt octo ova in die 
in qui non ſunt de appello, five venerint ad cenam, vel ad prandium. Per dies vero piſcium, 


babebunt ſicut couventus, viz. unum panem monachilem, et duas juſtas cerviſiz. Si ad cenam 


venerint, 
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venerint, unum parvum panem, et unam juſtam . rea? 4. oye man 
cenam de apello, 


Fratres vero prodicatored et jalnores od yrendicns quilidet wnat iS et unam 
juſtam, et octo ova, per dies carnium, fi venerint ad prandium. Si ad cenam, quilibet inij. ova. 
Set per dies piſcium in omnibus ſicut conventus deſervitur, preterquam in Quadragefima; qui tunc 
tabebont iiiz. alletia ad prandium de Pitantiario. Et per dominicas ad cenam iij. alletia de co- 
quina communi. Venientes autem ad cenam, duo habebunt unum panem monachilem, et 
unam juſtam ; © lt quran ———— Biden: 
juſtam pro collatione. Et ſinguli alii religiofi unam juſtam. Licet cum Abbate comederint Auguſ- 


tini et Carmeli de pane et cerviſia percipient ſicut alii fratres, et de coquiua quilibet percipiet iij. 
ova, iiij. alletia, et ſicut conventus ſervitur de piſce TENG In 


dominicis diebus, omnes Religioſi percipient Wafres, ſicut conventus. 
— —mn — 


P. 209.J MEM. — That in the year of grace eee das Tabian 
and Sebaſtian, it was determined and granted in full chapter at Eveſham, that the kofilarius for 
the time being ſhall be bound to furniſh for thoſe brethren that ſpend their nights out of the Con- 
vent, both at their departure and return, hay and an allowance of corn ; whether their horſes be 
within the gate of the Convent or without the ſaid gate, — viz. half a ſtrike of oats or bread to the 
value of one penny, excepting only the chamberlain, facriſt, and manciple, who are to be ſup- 
plied from the profits of Berton. 


Mem ,— That the hoftilarius for the time being ſhall be bound to find for the prior of Pem- 
wortham, both on his departure from the Abbey to that place, and on his return to the Abbey 
from Penwortham, hay and an allowance of corn for his horſe, and alſo for the horſe that may 
carry his bed, if he ſhould travel with a bed, ſor the horſe of his companion, if he ſhall have 
one with him, and for the horſe of his chief attendant, [armigeri] if he ſhall have any ſuch. But 
if he ſhould travel with many horſes and attendants, in that caſe the hoſtilarius ſhall not be obliged 
to find provender for more than the horſe of one attendant, and for the horſes above-mentioned. 
For theſe he muſt furniſh an allowance of corn and hay, for two nights, on their journey to Pen- 
wortham. On their return from that place, he muſt ſupply for the ſorementioned horſes, if he 
ſhould travel with ſo many, provender for three nights, in caſe it ſhould be required. In like 
manner, if his companion ſhould arrive alone or with a ſingle attendant, the hoſtilarius muſt, in 
that caſe, furniſh provender for three nights on his arrival, and for two at his departure. Nor is it 
required that this official ſhould furniſh either more hay, more corri, or more beds, unleſs he do it 
out of any particular kindneſs or favour. Neither ought the hoſtilarius to find provender for the 
prior's horſes which bring the falmons ; CT nh rough peo. 
ticular favour, . 6 
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It s another part of the hoſtilarius s duty to.conduR ſtrangers or religious perſons, who have 
never been here before, and who come with an intent of adoration and prayer, through the cloiſter 
into the Monaſtery. If they wiſh to ſee the offices, he is to lead them thither, provided the con- 
vent be not at that time aſſembled. in the cloiſter. He muſt uot introduce any one with boots and 
ſpurs on, nor any one bare · ſooted, into the cloiſter, ou any account whatever.—lt is moreover his 
alice to conduct thoſe ſecular perſons who wiſh to fraternize with the brethren into the chapter- 
| houſe, He muſt allo take the charge of conduſting novices who are juſt entered the ſociety into 
the chapter-houſe, and teach them how to make the uſual petition. He muſt take care likewiſe 
to inſpett the conduct of thoſe brethren who have leave to go out of the Monaſtery on any buſi- 
neſs, or are returning thither; obſerving whether or not they have proper attendants with them ; 
— 2 proper ſaddle, ſuch as the rule requires; + bow they behave themſelves in the court ; that 
if he notices any thing diſorderly, he may lodge a complaint againſt ſuch offenders in the chapter- 
houſe | . * 1 


DD / N N N NN.. —-—— 
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 [Ibidem.] IT is the almoner's office either to enquire himſelf, or procure proper perſons to 
enquire for him, and that with the utmoſt care and ſolicitude, where any fick or infirm perſons 
reſide who have not a ſufficient ſupport. If he ſhould himſelf undertake this office, he maſt take 
two ſervants with him, and, before he ſhall enter any houſe, he ſhall cauſe the women, if there 
are any in it, to leave that houſe. Having entered the houſe, he muſt kindly and charitably con- 
dole with the ſick perſon, and offer him the beſt of what he has, and whatever he may underſtand 
ſhould be neceſſary to him. Tf he ſhall require any thing elſe, it muſt be obtained for him. Into 
thoſe houſes in which ſick or infirm women lie he muſt not enter; but ſend by a ſervant whatever 
may conduce to their comfort and reſtoration to health. But before he can do any of the above 
charities, he muſt communicate his defign to the abbot or prior; . 
according to what the income laid afide for theſe good works will afford. 


- i 


P. sog.] IT is the office, of the chamberiain of the Convent, accotding to ancient cuſtom, 
to procure all veſtments, ſhoes, beds, aud bedding, that are neceſſary to the monks, and which 
they are allowed by the rule to make uſe of. He muſt alſo ee had 
r e eg net ra | 


{lbidem.] INCREMENTA Camerz fafta ad opus Conventus per Jokanzem dt Perſorr 
Camerarium, tempore Rondulphi Abbatis. Duo coopertoria ſuper addita ſunt ſingulis annis, cum 
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22457 4 et decem parva, et decem panni ad radendum, cum 


curſu coopertorium ; et decem tunice de blancheta tindto nigra, et decem capucia, cum prius eſſent 
ofto. Tempore H. Abbatis, facta oft talis eſtimatio dictorum pannorum et calciamentorum. 
Tunicarum pretium ij. ſol. et vj. den. cum prius eſſent ij. ſal. Lange llarum prstium ij. fol, et 
vj. den. cum prius eſſent ij. ſol. Botarum pretium xviij. den. cum prius eſſent xij. den. Capu- 
tiorum pretium vlij. den. cum prius eſſent yes den. Parvorum langellorum pretium viij. den. 
Pannorum ad radendum duz ulne. 


Incrementa Camerz facta ad opus Conventus per Walterum de Ullyngton 8 tempore 
Thome Abbatis. Unum parum caligarum de ſargio fingulis monachis ad Paſcha, pretium i, den. 
Et, ad dictum terminum, Priori pro ſetularibus ſuis ij. fol. Et ad feſtum S8. Michaelis, ij. fol. pro 
ſotularibus ſuis, ad quos terminos non 2 den. Et ad W 
carum, ſingulis annis, ſingulis tunicis vj. den. 


Incrementa ſacta per Hugonem de Burlyngham Camerarium Evefhanie, tempore Wilkebni Abbatis. 
Ad opus Prioris xl. den. ad ſeſtum 8. Michaelis acripiend. Ubi non conluevit recipere nifi 
dim. marcam pro frocco, cuculla, et tunica, modo recipiet integre x. fol. ad idem ſeſtum. Item 
ad opus etiam conventus aſſignavit xj. fol. et viij. den. hiis qui ſumt de curſu coopertoriorum 
ſingulis annis recipiendos : ARM ny et + Pn cr hy Po PEE PRI Ps recipient 
modo finguli integre xvj. ol. 


Ricardus etiam de Giodęſbale Camerarius, in tempore ſuo, — eis qui ſint de curſu cooper- 
toriorum ĩiij. ſol. 


[Veſp. B. XXV. p. 32. See alſo 
Stevens Append. p. 141.] 


EM: — That an aflize was beld before Robert de Lexington and Radulph de Sutkley juſticiaries 
of our lord the king, then going the circuit, at Worcefter, in the time of Richard, Abbot 
of Eveſham. Sworn witneſſes there depoſed that the aforeſaid Abbot, his predeceſſors, and all his 
tenants and people from all thoſe towns and villages of his that lie within the county of Worceſter, 
were always, in the market of the aforeſaid city, free of toll and of every other cuſtom, in every 
thing ſold or bought for their own uſes; and of all cattle they reared themſelves ; and of all things 
elſe which they bought for their own uſe ; viz. all forts of cattle, whether oxen, ſheep, or other 
kinds; excepting only a male horſe ; for which they were accuſtomed to pay two-penee, whether 
pon rin But if they bought any cattle or any thing elſe in the aforeſaid market to 
ſell again, Either there or elſewhere, as merchants and under the name of merchandiſe, for fuch they 
were accuſtomed to pay toll: but in all other matters they have been toll-free for theſe twelve years 
* n 9 MO IPR O BY pet; 
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and that the-bailiffs of the city of Worcefer were nonſuited.* And it is to be noticed here that 


the damages of the Abbot were laid at ten pounds. This aſſine was held in the year from our. 
Lord's incarnation: M, CC, XL. c 


| year of the reign of king Hexry, the fon of king N 


" dk: > Jt 95 8 | * v5. 4 ( " | #4 © | 
© FP. 112. b.] Concerning the power of the Conſervator of privileges. 
—— — 


T*. eee but only in thoſe which 
may have been committed, and that particularly make againſt thoſe privileges of which 
he is the guardian, He has power to excommunicate all thoſe who commit any crime of this kind 


that infringes thoſe privileges indulged to us by the apoſtolic ſee ; and if, on account of the 


number of offenders, no particular perſon will confeſs his fault, then the conſervator may, either 
in perſon or by deputation, ſet on foot a diligent inquiſition concerning ſuch offences, and thoſe 
that he ſhall find culpable he has it in his power to ſuſpend, excommunicate, or interdict, till they 
are brought to condign puniſhment, Thus far his power extends and no farther, 


Ip. 113. ] Concerning the preſeroation of our privileges. 


—  — 


GINCE all the liberties of aw. IE agar yl Near 
all ye the ſons of this church leaſt, on any occaſion ye have recourſe to the common lam, when 
ye have a ſpecial one already preſcribed. For that kind of liberty is very cafily loſt which is foun- 
ded upon an exemption from the common law, and preſcription is very readily infringed becauſe it 
is odious to the generality. Not only that man therefore deſerves to loſe his rights who neglects to 
call in the power of the common law to ſupport them, but alſo he who does not uſe the power. theſe - 
privileges put into his hand for their own ſupport. Take care therefore leaſt, at any time ye ex- 
ceed the bounds of your privileges, by ordaining thoſe of other pariſhes [aliens parochianss] to 
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no title for ordination in your pariſhes ; excepting the letter of the dioceſan. Neither ſhould ye ever 
communicate with excommunicated perſons, after ye have received notice of their encommunica - 
tion. Neither ſhall ye confer the criſm or oil which was prepared in your own convent among thoſe 
who are not privileged like yourſelves ; unleſsat the particular requeſt of your dioceſan. Many other 
caſes will occur in which the like caution ſhould be obſerved. — Moreover becauſe many infringe- 
ments of the privileges of this church have happened through the ſecular clergy's undertaking the 
office of dean of the vale, and becauſe, through fear of powerful perſons, fuch men have not defended 
our poſſeſſions, nor have, as a dean ſhould, properly puniſhed offenders againſt us with ecclefiaſtical 
cenſures; but have, on the other hand, dared ſeverely to animadvert on ſome of our own people who 
have been brought before them, thus teſtifying that a tegard for mammon and the temporal riches 
of this world was the ſole rule of their conduct: - and alſo becauſe they were greatly burthenſome to 
the church, (as, in like manner, was their ſerieſchalFimrthe daily procurations of men and horſes,) it 
is provided and appointed that, in future, the mcnks themſelves ſhall be deans, as was formerly prior 
Avicius and ſeveral monks after him: who, if they aRted amiſs, might ſpeedily be removed at the 
pleaſure of the Abbot and Convent, and who, if they acquired any thing, acquired it altogether 
for their own church; who alſo boldly animadverted upon male factors againſt the church; and 
who moreover were no greater burthen to the church than a common monk, excepting in the ex- 
pences of their apparitor. Particularly in theſe times it is neceſſary. the tnonks ſhould be deans of 
the valley. Becauſe, whenever an Abbot departs this life, unleſs 4 monk ſhould be dean, there 
would be no one who would venture to excommunicate the officers of the king, in caſe they ſhould, 
contrary to our privileges, dare to lay their hands on any of the rents appropriated to the offices of 
our Convent. Nor can any monk aſſume this power to hiraſelf after the death of an Abbot, un- 
leſs he enjoyed it during the time that Abbot lived. Moreover, we ſhould take eſpecial care not 
to admit to any of our meals any biſhop or archdeacon of Worceſter, even though they entreated 
it as merely a favour, ſetium caritatem petentes,] or were, as might happen, accompanied by the 
Roman legate, the archbiſhop, or the king himſelf ; ſince this might be interpreted as admitting 
them to a right in common law. The prior however of Worceſter, the archdeacon of Glouceſter, 
unleſs they ſhould require it officially, as a right, may at any time be admitted. For it will be 
_ expedient to admit no one who claims an official” right; not even thoſe who have juridical 
power over pariſhes within the vale. —It ſhould be conſidered alfo, that all epiſcopal burthens 
| are, to houſes not exempt, very troubleſome and expenſive ; becauſe the biſhop may viſit his 
canons, not only once in the year, but as often as he may ſee occafion. The expences of procu- 
ration always accompany theſe viſitations in monaſteries ſubjected to the biſhop's-power, And 
not only the biſhops, but the archdeacons alſo; and their ſervants, are admitted, to the great in · 
convenience of ſuch monaſteries. Their horſes likewiſe are allowed to fatten and grow ſleek in- 
the ſtables of thele dependent convents. And not only this, but what is much worſe, even'the 
rents of theſe houſes are ſometimes conferred on the attendant clerks of the above-mentioned 
biſhops and archdeacons,' and heavy impoſitions are laid upon them in other reſpe&ts; merely 
through the pretext of their not being exempt. The biſhops moreover are eaſily and frequently 
drawn over by the abbots to oppreſs their own monks, How great then muſt we ſuppoſe their ex- 
pences and burthens, in attending the call and pleaſure of theſe biſbops, to be! — Unhappy there- 
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nn to ſerve as an hand- maid to others. 
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In looking over an abſtract from the Regiſters of Eveſham Abbey, the author 


was ſtruck with the dreadful circumſtance of the Convent's having been 
almoſt depopulated by the peſtilepce that raged about the year 1350. He 
therefore procured from the Muſeum copies of the two following papers, 
which were both written near the time of that calamity. The firſt of theſe 
particularly commemorates the tremendous havoc made by it : the other, 
though it does not, ſeems at leaſt equally curious in other reſpects. 


(Harleian MS, 3763. 169 · b.] 


Concerning the prieſt who celebrates maſs for the defun®t brethren, and for 
| other benefactors. | 


O all the faithful in Chriſt to whom theſe preſents ſhall come. William, by the divine per- 
miſſion, Abbot of the exempt Monaſtery of Eveſham, and of the Convent of the ſame 
place, eternal health in the Lord. Know ye that it bath been an ancient and laudable cuſtom in 
our Convent, that for the ſoul of every monk of the above Convent departed, all his ſtated allow- 
ances of every kind were accuſtomed, in the ſame manner as when he was alive, to be delivered 


out from the reſectory, and afterward to be claimed by, and diſtributed among certain poor per- 


ſans: —and that there have been ſo many monks of our houſe deſtroyed by the peſtilence now 
raging, that, on account of theix multitude, fuch diſtribution could not conveniently be made. 
We wiſhing, as much as with the Lord's help we are enabled, both to avoid danger in this caſe, 
and at the ſame time, as we are bound, to benefit the ſouls of our departed brethren, and moreover 
to alleviate the burdenſome expenditures of the cellar and kitchen of · our Convent —_— 


There is no name or date to this very curiow and fy paper: but we may reaſonably ſuppoſe it to have been written about the 
time of Randulf: when the biſhop of Worceſter claimed a right of vifting, but was repulſed through the infligation of Thews! 6 
Morleberg. The fiile and language of this paper however ſeem too good for ſo remote a period. 
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the advice and conſent of the prior and reſt of the Convent, and alſo by the advice and conſent of 
our beloved in Chriſt maſter Halhban de Stowe, whom,” on account of his great merits and various 
bene fs ions we have joyſully admitted to a confraternity with our houſe ; and who, in order that 
he himſelf and his friends (hereafter mentioned by name,) might be interred in our chantry, 
gave to us, our church, and our ſucceſſors for ever; all thoſe-lands which he poſſeſſed in Stowe, 
Dunynton, and Malgarſbury, as is more fully ſet forth in a charter drawn up for that purpoſe. We 
ordain, grant, and for ourſelves and out ſucceſſors give and aſſign, for a perpetuity, to the official 
of the chapel of our Lady in the crypts, four pounds of filver-money, from the lands and tene- 
ments which we poſſeſs at Stowe, Dunynton, Malgareſtury, and Seyneſbury, by the favour of the 
forementioned maſter William de Stowe, viz. — Four marks from the lands and. tenements in 
Durynton, formerly belonging to John de Kyrkeby, and which are now held by Roger the chaplain: 
— Sixteen-pence ariſing from a curtilaꝶe ur cloſe in the fame place, once held by the aforeſaid 
Jokn, but now by William Ferthyng : — Eighteen-pence from the rent of one tenement in the ſame 
village, formerly held alſo by Join de Kyrkeby, but now by one Join Duns :— Six ſhillings and 
eight-pence from a tenement in Stowe, formerly occupied by the ſame John de Kyrkeby, but now 
by John Baddecok : — Fifteen ſhillings and two-pence from one virgate of land in SeyneÞury, for- 
merly in the occupation of John Muſard, called Deonyntoneflond ; and one whole tenement ſituated 
between the houſe which formerly was. Abſolon te Maſon's, and that of Roger de Campeden, in the 
ſtreet called Ode-ftreet, in the town of Foram ; —frotn whence the keeper of our chapel aforeſaid 
for the time being ſhall provide, yearly for ever, one competent chaplain to celebrate divine ſer- 
vice for the fouls of our brethren departed in this fearful peſtilence ; — for the health of us; of the 
aforeſaid Wilkam de Stowe ; of Alicia his wife ; of his fiſter, and of maſter William Baſſet de Stowe, 
as long as we ſhall live; and after our emigration from the light of this world, for our ſoul's health: 
— Alf for the ſouls of all the Abbots our predeceſſors now Yeparted ; for our dead brethren ; our 
parents ;— the parents of the aforeſaid maſter William ; of maſter Richard de Eccleftall ; of John de 
Kyrkeby; of Odo, and Margery de Hyiynton; and of all our benefactors, our pariſhioners, and all 
the faithful departed in Chriſt : and this to be performed in our great church of Eveſham, at 
altar of St. Stephen, on each day, immediately after the performance of the greater mals. 1 
if there ſhall be any reſidue, over and above what will ſerve for the payment of the aforeſaid chap- 
hin, it ſhall be Eorrvented to the uſes and profits of the forementioned chapel erected to the honour 
of God and of Mary the mother of God. "And if it ſhould happen (which God forbid?) that 
fuch chaplain #hould not be provided by the keeper of our Lady's chapel, it ſhall then be lawful 
for us and our ſuccefſors to ſeize on the whole profits of the aforeſaid keeper, ſor every year of fuch 
negle&, to appoint a chaphin ourſelves, and heavily to puniſh in chapter the ſaid keeper, for pre- 
ſuming to defFautf'ſo many ſouls,” The aforefaid chaplain muſt likewiſe be preſent every day at the 
maſs of the 'blefſed Virgin Mary in the crypts; and muſt fing and adminiſter in the ſame, from 
beginning to the end. The keeper muſt alſo provide and aſſign one of his clerks, or ſome other 
mn * r rer celebration of divine 
Ty” | ſervice, 


* The original words are: n But 2s one cannot ſuppoſe a chapter was beld every day, they ſeem to mean 
*** at which the whole convent was preſent. : 


— 2 CC... — 


—— — — 


= 
— "a —— cc os *. 83 


1 - 
MW 
. 
4 
x 
q : 
424 
. 
1 
F 
13 
v1 


CEE rn EE rn 2 =p. Dio ge, 
* — — ” — — 
- — ' ¶ ͤA ecu 


194 APPENDIX TO | THE AISTORT OF 


ſervice.— That the preſent regulation may be, without diminution ot relaxation, invfolably ob- 


ſerved by poſterity, we the aforeſaid Abbot and Convent have affixed our ſeals thereto. —Given in 
%4“ũ„ 1 RATE {WAI PAR? "RT an 
unn | | you 
le. 160.] Wen the prieſts. who celebrate divine ſervice | in the 

TURE ad Carver.” | 


0 all the faithful in Chriſt, xc. Willian, by the divine permiſſion, Abbot of the exempt 
Monaſtery and Convent of Eveſham, health in Him whom a Virgin Mother bare. Theſe 

our human bodies may well be likened to duſt and aſhes, whoſe entrance into, and departure from, 
this world are alike lamentable and unhappy. Nor is our converſation while on earth leſs deplora- 
ble: fince, as we are well aſſured, even the righteous man offends ſeven. times a day: — ſince what- 
ever man performs while living tends rapidly to decay: — fince the remembrance of the greateſt 
part of mortals is offenſive to poſterity; and the memory of him ſcarce ſurvives his funeral obſe- 
2 hath acted juſtly during life, and whoſe laſt bequeſts and benefactions are faithfully ex- 
ecuted by his ſucceſſors.* — While therefore the ſparks of life remain yet unextinguiſhed, let us, 

by all means in our power, promote the glory of our bleſſed Saviour, and of his mother the holy 
and blameleſs Virgin, We are alſo bound to preſerve a devout and grateful remembrance of Saint 


Egvin, biſhop and confefſor, and of all the ſaints ; —to pray for the peace and tranquillity of our 


holy mother the church ; for the ſafety and welfare of the ſtate, and for that of our illuſtrious king 
of England EDWARD,. the THIRD of that name ſince the conqueſt ; ſor that of the lady 
PHILIPPA queen of England, and of their children; — for the fouls of their progenitors, 
and for the future health and proſperity of their heirs ; — for Thomas earl of Warwick, Ralph carl 
of Stafford, and their heirs, whenever they ſhall no longer behold the light of this world: alſo 


for our own ſoul when we ſhall depart this liſe ; — as likewiſe for. the ſouls of William de Chyryton 


Abbot ; of all the Abbots our predeceſſors ; — for the ſoul of William Drant prior ; — of our bre- 
thren, friends, and relations: — of Roger March; of Guido the ſon. of Thomas earl of Warwick; 
of Join Beauchamp the ſon of Richard lord of la Holt; of Join de Guyting of Eveſham, and of all 

our benefactors, our pariſhioners, and thaſe who have departed in the faith, and with a confidence 
in the merits of that Saviour, whole goodnel i neither included within limits, or/confined by 
| bounds. 


Eb There ls wuch melancholy end patheti dignity in this esd: boſs. ap ide engl 9 e odivive I am- 
not quite certain of the ſenſe of one or two paſſages, 
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bounds, — For this purpoſe we have conſtruſted a chantry in the chapel newly erected in the 
cemitary of our-Monaſtery at Eveſham, near the Abbey-gate ; and appointed two chaplains to 
celebrate divine ſervice there, in honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary the glorious mother of God, 
where there is likewiſe an image devoutly ereRted to her memory; and in honour of whom, and 
to his own glory, God has vouchſafed to work many and great miracles in that place. We thete- 
fore ordain (and may the divine favour make the ordinance eternal,) and grant, by the conſent 
and aſſent of the prior and reſt of the Convent, that out of the poſſeſſions lately acquired in our 
own times, there be ſet apart to our almoner eight pounds fix ſhillings and eight-pence, from our 
lands and tenements in the towns of Eveſham, - Bengeworth, and Seyneſbury ; as may be more fully: 
underſtood in à deed made in favour of the above almener, and ſigned with our common ſeal; 
From the above fund he is bound to find yearly two competent prieſts to celebrate for ever divine 
ſervice for our own ſoul, and alſo for the foul of the aforeſaid Join de Guyting, who has undergone 
various labours, and much expence in the conſtruRion of the faid chapel ; of which he las alſo 
contributed liberally to the fupport : —with the intent moreover that the ſouls of the perſons above 
recited ſhall not be neglected in their prayers and maſſes. Neither muſt fuch perſons be omitted 
in their orations who have already, and may hereafter contribute toward the liberal endowment of 
the ſaid chapel, or the ſupport of the prieſts there provided for the continual ſervice of God. 
And firſt, a maſs ſhall be celebrated at day-break in honour of the Virgin: and afterward another 
for us, the above-mentioned perſons, and for all the faithful departed : and this at the third hour, 
lor nine o'clock,] and in the manner mentioned beneath. One of theſe prieſts ſhall, from the 
feaſt of All Saints to the feaſt of the Purification, at day-break ; and from the Purification to the 
feaſt of All Saints again, at ſun-riſe, every day celebrate maſs in honour of the glorious Virgin; 
and ſhall fay the collect, Deus qui caritatis dona: and in that collect ſhall add, De famulo, famulis, 
et famulabus tuis ; as alſo Dirige eos; ke, commemorating likewiſe us who are ſtill living. He ſhall 
moreover- ſay the other collect for the defun&, viz. Inclina, &c. or Queſumus Domine ut animabus 
famulorum, famularumque tuarum, quorum commemorationem agimus, Kc. — and afterward, Fidelium, 
kc, At the third hour he ſhall celebrate maſs only for the'defun& ; and ſhall fay daily the firſt 
collect, Inclina, kc. or 2ueſumus, ke. The ſecond collect ſhall be that for our lady, and the third, 
Deus gui caritatis, kc. or, Omnipotens et ſempiterne Deus, dc. and alſo the collect Fidelium, &c. for 
the ſouls of thoſe departed in the fear of God :—obſerving, in every mals, to make uſe of the 
latter collect; and preſerving as much as poſſible the above order in their daily celebrations, 
unleſs they ſhould be prevented by the more ſolemn and principal feſtivals of the church, in which 
caſe they muſt recite the aforeſaid colle&s as regularly and fully as the time will allow. And leſt 
it ſhould ſeem burthenſome to either one or other of theſe chaplains to celebrate maſs fo eat 
and perpetually; we will and ordain, that he who celebrates on one day the maſs of St. Mary, 
ſhall celebrate, on the next, for the defunt. And he who celebrates one day for the defunct 
ſhall, on the following day, celebrate for the Virgin. Thus they will alternately perform their 
labours. They muſt alſo recite the pſalm De profundis, kc. at the end of every maſs; together 
with the collect Fidelium,- uc. Each of them ſhall likewiſe alliſt the other, as much as poſſible, 
in his duties. On each day ſhall one or both of them together recite a Dirige, with a Placebo, 
in the accuſtomed manner, On every fourth and fixth holiday, they ſhall y a commendatary 
| Ces prayer 
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prayer for the ſouls of all the defunct in God. To each of theſe prieſts ſhall be payed ſuch a 
portion 'of money, from the ſum allotted to them, as they can agree on betwixt themſelves; — 
but neither of them {hall receive any thing except ſo long as they recite the aforeſaid prayers and 
maſſes, in the manner here ſet forth. If it ſhould happen that theſe prieſts, or either of them, 
ſhould be prevented by ſickneſs from performing their office, it ſhall be lawful for both or either 
of them to procure another prieſt or prieſts to perform the duty in their room ; leſt the fouls of 
fo many both living and dead ſhould ſuffer by their negleRt, — I it ſhould happen at any time 
that the ſaid chapel ſhould be out of repair and in a ruinous ſtate, ſo that the aforeſaid prieſts 
ſhall not be able to celebrate maſs therein, we ordain and grant, that they may celebrate divine 
| ſervice in our great church of Evefiam, either at the altar of William de Chyryton, Abbot and our 
predeceſſor, or at any other, according to diſcretion of the almoner, until the chapel be fully and 
properly repaired for their reception. We ordain moreover that the aforeſaid prieſts ſhall daily 
attend at the celebration of the maſs of the bleſſed Virgin, in our chapel in the crypts, finging 
and adminiſtering in the ſaid maſs, from the beginning of it until the end. And that they ſhall 
be obedient to us, our ſucceſſors, or our commiſſary, according to law. The almoner may con- 
tinue or remove the aforeſaid prieſts yearly; as often as, and at thoſe times when, it may ſeem 
expedient to him. Thus no one of them ſhall have a perpetual ſettlement in the ſaid chantry, on 
any account. If it ſhould happen (which God forbid!) that the almoner for the time being 
ſhould negle& to appoint ſuch officiating prieſts, it ſhall be lawful for us and our ſucceſſors to ſeize 
upon the whole profits of ſuch official, in every year of ſuch neglect, and appoint from them pro- 
per prieſts ourſelves; and alſo to puniſh the ſaid almoner in a condign manner for having pre- 
ſumed to defraud ſo many ſouls. — This ordinance and regulation we will ſhall be perpetually 
obſerved under pain of our ſevere indignation, on the very day when we ſhall ſee it contradicted 
or reverſed. And that it may remain inviolate to the lateſt times, we' the aforeſaid Abbot and 
Convent have affixed our ſeals thereto. — Given in our chapter-houſe at Eveſham, ou the eve of 
St. Andrew the apoſtle, in the year of our Lord 1360. 
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The following and concluding paper is from Stevens's Appendix. [p. 40. ] 
There is ſtill extant, and at this time in my poſſeſſion, the deed of Henry 
VIII. in full, and in the hand-writing of the time. But as it is very long, 
and the following memorandum contains every eſſential particular, it was 
thought ſufficient to inſert it here, inſtead of the original inſtrument. 


A copy of Philip Hoby' s particular of the ſyte and demeſnes of the __ of 
. Eveſham, 


HE SCITE of the late Monaſtery there, with all orchards, gardens, poles, duffcotes, 

barnes, ſtables, and houſes neceſſary for a fermor, excepte and reſerved certeine edefiengs, 
houſes, and grounde within the ſame precinR, here beneath recited yerely to be letton. Thirteen 
ſhillings and four-pence, 


—— 


PASTURE conteyning in all by eſtimat lxvij. acres lieng in divers cloſes under written, that 
is, to wit, in 2 leſue called the Hither Marche xvj. acres, xxvj. 8. viij. d. A leaſowe called the 
Stuard᷑ : Cloſe xiiij. acres, xxiij. s. iij. d. A cloſe called the Horſe Cloſe, viij. acres, xiij, 8. iilj. d. 
And in a cloſe called Lames Cloſe v. acres, viij. s. iiij. d. being ſeveral from Candlemas till Trinitie 
Sonday. And all the reſidue of the yere letton for xiij. 8. iitj. d. which xiij. s. iijj. d. is yerely 
I [ bnadeed and elvven Rulings and get. 


pence. 


MEDOWE conteyning in all 3 xi. acres, and lyeng in divers meadows and 
places within ſpecified, that is, to witte, in a medowe called the Staplinge xiij. acres, xlviij. s. A 
little medowe called Offenſum Medowe, iiij. acres, viij. . A medowe called Langman Medowe, 
cont, xxij. acres, xIvj. s. viij. d. A medowe called the Prock, xij. acres, xxxij. s. A medowe 
called Eibbegford, xvij. acres, lij. 8. vj. d. In all as appereth by tbe . 
pounds ſeven ſhillings and two-pence. 


ARABLE land conteyning by eſtimat cocc xxviij. acres, lyeng in ſeilds, places, and grounds 
under-written, that is, to witte, in a greate feild being arable lieng in tillage cecxliij. acres, viij. l. 
xij. . A leſowe called the Brire Cloſe xxiij. acres, xj. s. xj. d. A leſowe called the Rymell Well 
as ces, r. . je d- A leſowe called the Nene Leſane xx. acres, over and beſide xv, aczes of 
herbage 
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| herkoge herdaſier based ume ll uche herbage; RO e e, 
forefaid, — ten pounds fourteen ſhillings. 


„nA of dives e {oltovinge:cumemning/by: etimativa-ly. Ses ms d w 
witty, of the perke- adjainynge- tbe Monaſtery, conteyning Xxx. acres, xxv. 3. All the leſowe 
called the Newe Leſowe xxv. acres, xx. 8. Eg Ore ca Pee + 
I TEIN n n . 


MEMORANDUM: : — That thels edifiengs, buildings, houlks aid . | 
are excepte and. reverſed for divers cauſes and conſiderations here declared, and are as no parte or 
parcell of the rente before expreſſed, that is, to witte, The lodginge or buildings called Almerye, 
adjoyninge to the gate at the comynge unto the ſaid late Monaſtery one the northe — Apon the 
Lord's Stable on the ſouthe — Apon the Bafſe-Courte towards the eſte, and apon Barton-Gate to- 
wards the weſte, with one garden called the Almerye-Garden, one great courte or yarde called 
Almery-Courte, one kechyn, two ſtables, Barton-Gate with a dove-houſe in the towr of the ſame 

gate, the garden called the Hynde-Garden adjoyinge to the ſame gate, and all the raunge of 
buildings called the ſtore-houſe, butting upon the towre of the Abbey-gate northe, and the garner 
ſouthe, and upon the almery weſte, with all other buildings, romes and chambers, wayes, courſe 
and recourſe belonging to the ſaid almery, and other the premiſes appoynted -amongeſt other 
things by the king's commiſſioners there to Sir Philippe Hayford, late Abbotte there for terme of 
his life, without any thinge payenge for the ſame, W | 


Alſo the lodginge comenly called the Chamberer's-Chamber, adjoyning apon the Abbot's- 
Poles eſte, and apon the Baſſe-Courte weſte, and apon the Prince Chappel-Chamber northe, with 
a kechyn, a garden, a little courte. A houſe called the Tailour's-Houſe, or Apple-Houſe, and 
one orchard within the parke, called the Calve's-Crofte, with one pole to the fame, and all other 
eaſements and commodities in the letters of Clemente Lickflde, ſome time of Eveſham fore- 
Kid, to the fame Clement refigned for the terme of his lief, &c. 


The lodgings alſo called the Receipte, and all other houſes which the receivers of the faid late 
Monaſtery do ule, and have uſed, de Sv 


And alfo the Steuand's-Lodgynge, with the dovecote, a garden, and tr enen er 
inge to the ſame. 


And fat the kokgjuige cited ths ese Mes Lepa eikis the has tear Miahidty 
be reſerved for the king's officers of the Court of Augmentations, when they ſhall repaier hither, 
with all orchards, gardens, yards, dove-houſes, ponds, pooles, ſtues, ſtables, hay-lofts, wayes, 
courſe and recourſe, perteyning or belonging to the fame and other houſes, neceſſary” for the 
* 


| Puncltf th demeyes of the rel le nen of cn lring un th pt 
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of Salford, in the countie of Warwick. That is, to witte, A MEDOWE called Honyam Me- 
dove conteyning by eſtimation xxvij. acres, are worth yerely to be letton, — fifty-four ſhillings. 


The FERME a parke within the pariſh of Benyeworth, called Thrawnekil Parke, and of all 
lands, meadowes and paſtures, with the appurtenance called Thrawnehil, occupied and manured in 
the hands of the late Abbotte and Covente of Eveſham ſoreſaid towards the expence of their houſ- 
holde, before the late letting thereof, and now of late letten amongeſt other things to ferme to 
John Tyrle and Robert Tyrle of Beangeworthe, yeomen by indenture under the Covente Seale of 
the ſaid late Monaſterye, dated the ſecond day of June, in the thittieth yeare of the raighe of our 
ſouveraigne lorde kinge Henry the VIllth; for the vettne: TN r 
Wonen Wk 


The fm n thirt-ſeven pounds de hiding ubs. 
Per me Rbertun bonne, 


The whole ſum paid by Sir Philip Hoby to the king for the fite, buildings, 
and adjacencies of this Abbey; was 3 hundred and ninety-one pounds, ten 
fhillings. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL. 


9 INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS —VALE: OF EVESHAM<RISE or 


THE TOWN FROM THE ABBEY—REMARKS ON THE ORIGIN OF 

_ OTHER ENGLISH TOWNS—FAVOURABLE SITUATION FOR MA. 
NUFACTURES AND TRADE& GARDENS— PRESENT STATE OF 
THE TOWN—SOIL, AIR, &c.—SOME ANTIQUITIES FOUND IN 
THE VICINITY, | 


REVIOUS to any remarks on the preſent ſtate of the Borough of 

' Eveſham it may be proper to obviate, if poſſible, if not, at leaſt to 
prepare the reader for ſome degree of diſappointment, ſhould he have 
formed expectations of meeting with a light, eaſy, and entertaining narra- 
tive, reſembling many of thoſe that have been lately produced on ſubjects of 
this kind. Beſides that the comparative ſmallneſs of this town will not afford 
the opportunity of an amuſing deſcant upon its public diverſions, xc. — which 
might give birth to many a droll anecdote and much mirthful goſſipry, the 
want of manufactures inuſt leave a wide chaſm both in our amuſement and 
inſtruction. The deſcription of the various machines that are made to ſerve 
ſuch uſeful purpoſes is indeed one of the moſt improving, as well as pleafing 
taſks, in which a writer of theſe local narratives can be engaged. Natural 


iſtory is ſometimes another moſt delightful object of theſe topographic pro- 


ductions ; and from ſome late ſpecimens of this ſort we cannot but regret 
that it is not more frequently and copiouſly made uſe of to enliven and di- 


verſiſy them. Whoever has peruſed that entertaining and curious work, the 


„Natural Hiſtory and Antiquities of Selborne,” will readily ſubſcribe to this 
opinion, and join in ſentiments of wonder and applauſe that an author, 
confined within ſuch narrow limits, and proceeding in fo beaten a track, 
ſhould have been able to produce a work of univerſal intereſt, and of ſo 
much original information. This alſo, both from the nature of the work, 
as well as the different habits of ſtudy of its author, is in the preſent caſe 

denied 
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denied us. What therefore the reader may, without much hazard of diſ- 
appointment, expect is, after ſome obſervations on the preſent ſtate of this 
Borough, a rather more copious delineation of its antiquities, —an hiftorical 
account of ſome remarkable tranſactions belonging to it, and of ſome eminent 
perſons to whom it has given birth, or afforded a reſidence : — in which re- 
ſpeds this'place may poſſibly afford fome compenſation for any deficiency in 
more mn r of information, 


The Vale of Eveſham; to which this town has given a name, and which in 
every period has been fo highly famed for fertility and beauty, is now be- 
come the appellation of a very large tract of country. The diſtant towns of 
Cheltenham, and even Worceſter, are by ſome ſuppoſed to be ſituated in it. But 
there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that its limits, now ſo indefinitely extended, were 
originally of very confined dimenſions. The poſſeſſions of the Abbey were 
at one time the only ſpots dignified by this appellation. This, at firſt merely 
a conjecture, has been of late nearly realized by a paper procured from the 
Britiſh Muſeum ; in which the boundaries of this vale are determined in the 
Saxon language. Though the names of ſome places differ in a fmall degree, 
upon the whole it nearly coincides with what is, in a note on the firft chap- 
ter of this work, given as the original limits of the Abbey-lands. Both are 
now, it is true, with equal difficulty to be traced. A hedge then ſtanding, 
but now perhaps, ages ſince, removed; a dyke long ago filled up; a large 
ſtone; and ſometimes a pit, or even hole in the earth, are the objects com- 
monly made uſe of to mark out theſe boundaries. Little more than the hills, 
rivers, with ſome few villages remain, which can at preſent aſſiſt any attempt 
to follow theſe limits. But, on the whole, it may be eaſily ſeen that theſe 
accounts agree with each other ; that they are both the limits of the lands 
then in poſſeſſion of the monks ; and that the boundaries of the vale were 


enlarged in proportion with the increaſe of their domains. Theſe are well 


knowm to have extended chiefly to the north and eaſt of the Abbey. It is 
therefore probable that we can nearly, and in a general way, lay down the 
limits of what was formerly called the vale“ of Eveſham, by ſuppoſing that 
Dd Sambourn 

F cared wedairozed 


height. - @xiginally, as may be ſeen in Chap. I. of this work, the limits were comparatively very 
nariuws 
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Sambourn and Coughton, in Warwickſhire, both formerly belonging to this 
foundation, were its extremitics to the northward.  Binton, in the ſame 
county, and once in its poſſeſſion, though afterward alienated from it, on 
the north-eaſt. The Broadway hills, a boundary indicated by Nature herſelf, 
on the eaſt. Stowe and Bourton, both in Glouceſterſhire, on the ſouth-eaſt. 
From thence contracting the ſpace greatly, ſo as to paſs conſiderably north- 
ward of Winchcomb, through Afton Somerville,” where the Abbey had alſo ſome 
emoluments, to Hampton, on the ſouth. Cropthorne, and its dependant ham- 
let Charlton, having never been poſſeſſed by the Abbey, formed of courſe its 


exterior limits on the ſouth-weſt. © Fladbury;”, likewiſe independent of it, 
rather more toward the weſt. From whence the hills branch out northward, 


and form a natural boundary almoſt to the place firſt· mentioned in this {light 
attempt to mark out — dimenſions of the mme vale 


of Eveſham. 


1 Erwin may be confidered as the founder of this town, ae 
Abbey to which it was once annexed. To that foundation it owes its entire 
origin from nothing, and its ſubſequent increaſe. - With a fate ſimilar to that 
of Perſhore, and many other places of the ſame deſcription, it flouriſhed with 
the proſperity of its Abbey, declined with its decay, and, in ſome meaſure, 
ſunk at its diſſolution. This however is not equally true of both places. 


| Perſhore fo much ſvmpathized with its abbey, that till within theſe laſt thirty 


years, when the beauty and ſalubrity of its ſituation invited many ſtrangers 
of affluence to ſettle there, it underwent an almoſt total annihilation as a2 
town. Eveſham, which ſoon after the diſſolution, (in the reign of James 
the firſt,.) was, together with Bengworth, erected into a Borough-town,” never 
experienced a ſimilar depreſſion; yet from a compariſon of-its preſent di- 
menfions with many particulars concerning its former extent which ate ſup- 
plied by. ancient records, many deficiencies may be obſerved. Several whole 
ſtreets, mentioned in thoſe records as populous and well built, are now no 
longer to be found ; or if with difficulty traced-out, a rew of barns, ſtables, 
or out-houſes will be ſeen to occupy; their fite. The ſtreet ſo often noticed 
above, under the appellation of Brut-ftrete, at this time conſiſts only of a 


Ig nl ſtables and hovels, which go by the name of Briton-ftreet. 
Ode-ftrete, 
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Ode-ftrete, likewiſe often mentioned in this work, ſtill ſubſiſts as a narrow 
gane; well enough inhabited; but very ugly and ill-built, and is at preſent 
called Oat-ftreet; But all around the extremities. of the town, and indeed at 
confiderable diſtances from it; are frequently found the foundations of old 
buildings, and thoſe ſometimes of. confiderable extent. As long ago, as about 
the year 1220. and in the time of the Abbot Renduif, we read of the old town 
and market-place of 'Eoveſham ; which ſeems to indicate that great additions 
to this place had then been lately made, and a diſtinction obſerved between 
them and the former erections, which no longer ſubfiſts, even in the memory 
of the oldeſt perſons. Vet, upon the whole, as in the caſe of Perſhore, the 
advantageous and healthy fituation, with moreover the addition here of 
the Borough immunities, and an extenſive. cultivation of garden-grounds, 
ꝙ— . 7 04 OR of 


Eveſham. 


To enquire into the probable origin, ann e eee 
creaſe, of our Engliſh towns in general, would be an amuſing, and perhaps 
r m nn een nn 
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by" apes oor Poe of his Britemis, has aid down fuch excellent ind uſeful rules 
for diſcovering the origin of the names of many towns from their local ſituation or other accidental 
circumſtances belonging to them, that, as that work is not, nos peeps nt come 
' v 7 «̃ 1 On 90 fort 


« AB, in (he deghlining of nam} of laces. after 6 coppaBiien of 4jbet ae 
that a monaſtery was there, or that the place belonged to ſome, monaſtery. 

4, AK, being initials in the names of places, fignify an oat, from the Saxon Ac, an oak, 

AL, ATTLE, ADLE, all ſcern to be corruptions of the Saxon Zthel, noble, famous ; 28 
allo ALLING and ADLING, which are corruptions of Mtheling, noble, ſplendid, famous, * 

AL, HAL, are derived from the Saxon Healle, a hall or palace, N e AA AER 
a temple, or any other famous building, © | 

Ask. ASH, AS, 511 come'from the Saxon Aſc, an g-tree. 

BAM. BEAM; 'a ihitials in the name of any place, ae Rae 
W 08 — Wann 
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to any great extent; nor is this a work that will, with propriety, admit of 
more than a few deſultory remarks.— A ſmall number of theſe towns are, as 
their names imply, evidently of Britiſh origin; with ſometimes the ſubſe- 
quent advantage of becoming à military ſtation: for the Roman ſoldiers, - 
Others may have ariſen entirely from theſe ſtations. To many of our princi- 

pal cities and large towns the reſidence of ſome or other of the Saxon princes 
gave origin long after, Some of theſe had however previouſly been Roman 
ſtations. A baron's caſtle, or a religious foundation, in later periods, gave 
riſe to great numbers of our ſmaller towns and large villages. In ſtill later 
times a great road leading to the metropolis has, on its direction being altered, 
ſometimes ſeduced many inhabitants from a neighbouring village, and been 
the cauſe of the erection of a eee Wi SOM: The 


rapid 


BARROW, whether in the beginning or end of names of places, ſignifies a grove ; from 
Bearwe, which the Saxons uſed in the ſame ſenſe. 

BRA D, being an initial, fignifies broad, ſpacious, from the Saxon Brad, and the Gothic Braid, 
BRIG, (and poflibly alſo BRIX,) is derived from the Saxon Bricg, a bridge; which to this 
day in the northern counties is called a brigge, and not a bridge. 
| BRUN, BRAN, BROWN, BOURN, BURN; are all derived from the Saxon Born, 

Bourn, Brunna, Burna; all ſignifying a river. 

BUR, BOUR, BOR, come from tht Saxon Bur, an inner chamber, or place of ſhade and 
retirement. 

BURROW, BURH, BURG, are derived from the Saxon Burg, Byrig, . fron, 
tower, or caſtle, - 

BYE, BEE, come linmedinely from the Suze By, | Dyring, a dwellings | 
CAR, CHAR, in the names of places, ſeem to have relation to the Britiſh Caer, a city. 

CASTOR, CHESTER, are derived from the Saxon Ceaſter, a city, town, or cafle ; and 
that from the Latin Caftram : the Saxons cbuſing to fix in ſuch places of ſtrength as the Romans 
had before built or fortified. 

CHIP, CHEAP, CHIPPING, eg ng uy eg Arr from the Saxon 
Cyppan, Ceapan, to buy or traffick. 

COMB, in the end, and COMP in the beginning of names, fem to be debved from the 
Britiſh Kum, which ſignifies a lo ſituation, 

COT, COTE, COAT, are all from the Saxon Cot, — 


C RAG. 
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rapid progreſs of many modern towns, from the introduction of ſome kind 
2 — is almolt too obvious even to mention. 


; eee eharect the preface Borough of Eveſham aaa as we are 
aſſured by ancient authors, before the erection of the Abbey a ſolitary wil - 
derneſs, over- run with thorns and brambles. An imagination accuſtomed to 
ſuch ſpeculations will eaſily follow its progreſs from a few tenants and de- 
pendants ſettling around the Abbey, with the addition afterwards, as the 
wants of mankind increaſed, and trade branched out into various indepen- 
dent caſts, of a numerous race of handicraft men; and fo down to its pre- 
ſent comparative ſtate of opulence and population, That theſe ſettlers were, 
at firſt, entirely dependant on the Abbey, cannot, on conſulting the older 

records, 


CRAG, is in Britiſh a rough ſeep rock, and is uſed in the ſame ſenſe in the northern counties, 
at this day. 
DEN, may ſignify either a valley, or a woody place: hr Go men ee och, | 


DER, in the beginning of names of places, is generally to be derived from Deor, a wild beaft : 
unles the place ſtand upon a river; for then it may rather be burrowed from the Britiſh Dur, 


water, 

ER, a ſyllable in the middle of names of places, comes by contraction from the Saxon Wara, 
dwellers. 

ERNE, ERON, come from the Saxon Ern, Earn, a cottage, or place of retirement. p 

EY, EA, EE, may either come from Ig, an jfand, by changing the Saxon g into y, which = 

is uſually done: or from the Saxon Ea, which ſigniſies a water, river, &c. or laſtly from Leag, a q 
feld, by contraction. 5 

FLEET, FLEOT, FLOT, are all derived from the Saxon Fleot, which ſignifies a bey 
or gulf. 

GRAVE, a final ſyllable in 8 of places, is from the Saxon Graf, a grove or cave. 

HAM, whether initial or final, is no other than the Saxon Ham, a houſe, farm, or village. 

HOLME, HOWME, whether jointly or ſingly, comes from the Saxon Holm, a river- 
ifland ; or if the place be not ſuch, the ſame word ſignifies alſo a kill, or mountain. 

HOLT, whether at the beginning or end of the names of any place ſignifies that it is, or has 
been, woody, from the Saxon Holt, a wood; or poſſibly ſometimes from Hol, hollow, eſpecially 
when the name ends in tun or dun. 


HYRST, HURST, HERST, are all from the Saxon Hyrſt, a wood or grove, 
INGE, 
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recards,:.and conſidering the ſpirit of the feudal tenures, be at all doubtful; 
This indeed records of a much later date will ſhew to have been entirely the 


Caſe. Had any ſpecies of manufacture been introduced previous to the diſ- 


ſalution, this town would have early felt and aſſerted a greater degree of 
independence. As this however did not take place, it was not till uear that 
period, nor probably till that event ſeemed inevitable to all men, that this 
ſpiſ it of vindicating its rights began to ſpring up. A paper inſerted as a note 
to the beginning of the fourth chapter of this work will evince to what a 
height it then ſuddenly aroſe, - By denying ſome of the Abbey privileges, 
which had been long before gradually declining, and: aſſuming them as its 


_ awn,—without depriving any body of men of their legal dues, or much in- 


juſtice or detriment to individuals, it aſſumed rights which were confirmed 
pick | k "4 - 5 bs , . 1 on 


a 2 INGE, in the names of places, Gonifies:a meadow, from the Saxon Ing of the de eb, N 


LAD E, is the mouth of a river, and is derived from the Saxon Lade, which fignifies a dif- 
charging; there being a diſcharge of the waters, into the ſea, or into ſome greater river. 

LEY, LEE, LAY, are all from the Saxon Leag, a field or paſture. 

LOWE, LO kl. come from the Saxon Hleaw, a kill, heap, or barrow ; the Gothic Hlain ff 


nißes the ſame thing. 


MARS H. MARS, MAS, ite derived from the Saxon: Merſc, 3 fen, or fenny place. 
MER, MERE, always fignify the ſame with the Saxon Mere, 2 pool, or lake. | 


OVER, has a double lignification in the names of places, according to their ſituation, If the 
place be upon, or near, a river, it comes from the Saxon Oſer, or Ofre, a brink, or bank :— But if 


there be in the neighþburhood another place of the fame name diſtinguiſhed only by the addition 
of Nether ; then Over is from the Saxon Ufar, upper, as Nether is from Nither, lower. 


PRES, PREST, ſeem to be derived from the Saxon Preoſt, a prieft. | 

RIG, RIDGE, erm to Gly th op of il ih ic dent a c rom the Sno 
Hrigge, a back. 24 

STEAD, STED, if the place be at a diſtance from any river comes from the Saxon Sted, 
Styd, a place; but if upon à river from Stathe, a ſtore, or ſtation” ſor M. 

STOKE, STOAK, ſeem to come from the Saxon Stocte, fignifying the body of a tree. © 

STOWE, STOE, whether ſingly or jointly are the ſame with the Saxon Stow, a place. = 

"THORP, THROP, THREP, TREP, TROP, are all from the Saxon Thorp, 3 
village. 
Ton, ru, from the Saxon Tun, à hedge, or wall, 

WEALD, 
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on its incorporation: and of which the veſtiges-may be obſerved at this very 
day. 5919 geen een THT 2A i 2 et 3%; 1. . 


Nothing, it may be reaſonably preſumed, but the vicinity of ſuch tons 
as Birmingham; Wolverhampton, | Worceſter, &. could (for we cannot imagine 
a proper ſpirit of enterpriae would otherwiſe be wanting.) prevent a'town- 
ſo advantageouſly ſituated from being the ſeat of ſome kind or other of ma- 
nufacture. The Avon, a ſine, generally derp, and aways navigable river, 
communicates, on the one hand, with ratſord, and other large inland towns; 


on the other with Tewkſbury, (where it mixes with the Sovern;) Gloucefter, 
Briſtol, and many other places of leſs importance in its courſe. With how 


great labour and expence this river has. in its progreſs through the vale, been 
rendered navigable, will be particulariſed at ſome length hereafter. Yet 
never has the capricious genius of commerce and manufacture, in ſpite of 
theſe advantages, alighted at Eveſham. His influence, in fact, ſeems in moſt 
inſtances to have been accidentally exerted. Neither directed or fixed by any 
local convenience of fituation, it has moſt commonly co-operated with the 
ingenuity and lucky diſcoveries of ſome enterpriſing individual. It might 
however be imagined that, on any ſubſequent tranſplantation, theſe advan- 
tages would be principally conſulted. But this has by no means been always 
the caſe. While Eveſham, and ſome other towns of a like deſcription are 


neglected, we ſee manufactures ariſe and flouriſh at places, where, till of 
hw WY but land-carriage could eee circulation of their 
produce. 


WEALD, WALD; WALT, bra a wood, or grove, from the Saxon Weald, a word of 
the ſame import. 

WERTH, WEORTH, WYRTH, whether initial or final, ſignify a farm, court, or vil 
lage, from the Saxon Weorthig, uſed in the ſame ſenſe. 

WIC, WICH, from the Saxon Wic, which according to the different ſituation of the places 


had a threefold fignification ; implying either a village, a bay made by the winding banks of a river, 


or a caſtle. - 
WIN, in the name of any place denotes that a battle has been fought there ; for fo the Saxon 


Win ſignifies. 


WOLD, whether fingly or jointly, ſignifies a plain, open country ; from the Saxon Wold, a 
Plain, or place without wood, 


_— 
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produce. What may hereafter be effected by the public ſpirit and laudable 
exertions of ſome yet unborn inhabitant of the vale cannot be foreſeen; but, 
in the mean time, it is the beſt, and ſhould be the firſt, object of works of 
this kind to endeavour to rouſe our countrymen to ſuch uſeful projects; and, 
by diſplaying the advantages of local ſituation, ſhew, at the fame time, the 
probability of ſucceſs, if once undertaken in earneſt. = 


Gardening, which is, at preſent, (if it may be ſo — the 100 manu- 
facture of this place, is ſaid to have been firſt of all ſet on foot and encouraged 
by the monks, ſome time before the reformation, With more probability 
however, does Dr. Naſh aſſert that the example of garden cultivation was firſt 
Exhibited by a major Bernardi, an Italian by family, but born in this town 
about the middle of laſt century; and who, after a very active and adven- 
turous life, retired hither and amuſed himſelf with this employment to a con- 
fiderable extent. Theſe gardens now occupy the whole of the Abbey ſite, 
and form a circle of conſiderable dimenfions almoſt around the whole town; 


but chiefly on the inclining banks to the ſouth and weſt of it. The good St. 


Egwin, probably without intending it, has choſen a ſpot for theſe gardeners 
which they would find it difficult to amend, were they to ſearch the whole 
kingdom. Naturally black, fertile, and eafily worked, it has been enriched 
by the rubbiſh of the old Abbey-buildings, and perhaps alſo by many gene- 
rations. of fat and well-fed monks, long fince mouldered into their original 
duſt. Ten thouſand pounds are, at the loweſt valuation, annually turned 
by theſe gardeners, who ſupply all the neighbouring towns, but eſpecially - 
Birmingham, and ſometimes carry their fruit, particularly cherries, into the 


fartheſt parts of Yorkſhire. Every ſpecies of their US is — 
rr excellent i in its kind. 


The town. of Eveſham i is ſituated juſt fifteen miles ſouth-eaſt of the city of 
Worce/ter, the direct road from which place to the metropolis (diſtant g6 
miles,) paſſes through Bengworth, formerly an independent village, but 
now incorporated into the Borough. From Bengworth it is ſeparated by 
the Avon, over which is built a large, but irregular ſtone bridge. The 


middle arch i is of a remarkable height, nea ly I fappoſe-equal to the centre 
N arch 
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arch of Blackfriars-bridge in London, but the ſide arches do not at all correi- 
pond with that or with each other. We ſind mention of a bridge here as 
early as the year 1159, It muſt however have undergone many partial, if 
not total repairs ;' as again, in the year 1374, we find the greater part of it 
was ſwept away by a flood. On the weſtern fide of it the town occupies a 
regular, but ſteep aſcent, and makes a figure-worthy of much larger, and 
better built places. Its ſplendid tower, and two churches crowded together 
within a very ſmall ſpace, excite in a ſtranger the idea of a cathedral," or 
of ſome collegiate edifice. The old wall which formerly ſeparated the Abbey 
from the town began from the weltern extremity of this bridge, and ex- 
tended quite to the river on the other fide of the peninſula, At the eaſtern 
end of it ſtood the caſtle of Bengworth, which belonged to the Beauchamp's ;' 
till, as we have already ſeen, it was moſt heroically attacked by one of the 
Abbots, about the year 1156, and razed to the foundation. Not the leaſt 
remains of it are now to be obſerved, except that the ſpot it occupied is ſtill 
called the Ca/tle, and that there is a moat of ' ſome depth which nearly . 
rounds the ſite, and communicates with the river on both ſides, Ms 


The villages which border on theſe two mene! towns are Offentam, | 
. north ; Aidington, a hamlet to Badſey, north-eaſt ; Wickamford, almoſt 
due eaſt ; Hinton, ſouth-eaſt ; Hampton on the ſouth, extending alſo to the 
river due weſt ; and Lench- wic, on the north-eaſt, Of moſt of theſe ſome no- 
tice has already been taken. 


Eveſham conſiſis of two principal ſtreets, On the north is the High- 
ſtreet, (not improperly ſo called, being in general well built, and at leaſt 
equal in breadth to any ſtreet in England,) to which, but near its ſouthern 
extremity, the Bridge-ſtreet, ſtill better built, but comparatively narrow, 
joins at right angles. This ſtrect,-after ſome level ſpace, deſcends rather 
abruptly to the bridge, which connects it with Bengworth. It has many * 
Tome ſhops, and ſeveral very good and well attended inns, 


A little to the ſouth of the jundon of theſe two ſtreets, and in a fort 
of $a ſquare called the Market-place, ſtands the Town-houſe or Guilds 
C - "Be hall ; z 
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hall: a plain, but ſubſtantial and roomy edifice. It is ſupported by arches, 
and over them is a handſome apartment for public meetings; Which, in 
the winter ſeaſon, is often graced by a genteel and numerous aſſem- 
bly. Paſſing out at the eaſtern angle of this ſquare, you come, through 
the old Saxon gateway before-mentioned, into the cemitary, or church-yard; 
likewiſe a ſquare, and pleaſantly planted with trees. Here, within a few 
yards of each other, ſtand the two churches, and the tower built by Clement 
Lichfield, Through the arch of this tower you enter an open green ſpace 
overlooking the river, and known by the appellation of the Croſs-church-yard; 
either from its having formerly had a croſs erected in it, or becauſe it was 
the cemitary to that part of the Abbey church which was once interſ-Gted 
by the tranſept or nave. This ſpot, though probably at all times conſider- 
ably elevated above the river, ſeems to have derived much additional height 
from the quantities of rubbiſh -which were ſcattered. all around from the 
immenſe fabric of the church, at the time of its demolition. Wherever you 
break the ſurface nothing but theſe fragments are to be found. There is 
alſo the greateſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that under ſome part or other of it the 
crypts of that edifice ſtill lurk undiſcovered. This terrace is remarkable for 
„ = UI AY RR and is of conſiderable reſort as a kind of 


public walk. 


n na adn—es: 
tioned in the ancient records. Oat-ſtreet, frequently noticed before under 
the name of Ode-ſtreet, joins to the High- ſtreet on its eaſtern fide, and in- 
terſecting Cole-ſtreet, (of which alſo mention is frequently made in the old 
writings,) paſſes down to the river. Cole-ſtreet uniting itſelf to Bridge- 
ſtreet on its northern fide, after croſſing Oat-ſtreet, falls into a lane called 
Swan-lane ; which latter joins to the High-ſtreet, quite at the northern ex- 
tremity of the town, Below theſe, and almoſt on the river's brink, is 
another broad but irregular lane, called Mill-hill: which, running parallel 
e eee ere eee e ans 
dil here ere on the Avon.” | 


. . 
running 
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running parallel to it. The neareſt of theſe is at preſent called Briton-ſtreet, 
and is doubtleſs the fame which under the appellation of Brutte, and ſome- 
times Brugge- ſtreet, in the ancient records of the Abbey, conveys to the 
reader an idea of ſome population and importance. It now does not, that 
I know of, contain a fingle habitable tenement. © The furtheſt, of a ſimilar 
deſcription, is called Little-worth. Theſe, on the northern fide, both fall 
into an uninhabited lane called Gardiner's lane; and, at the ſouthern end, 
communicate with Bewdley-ſtreet,' of a leſs forlorn appearance. Theſe two 
laſt-mentioned lanes run alſo nearly parallel to each other, 


On the weſtern extremity of the town, and in front of the houſe of Mr. 
Phillips, ſo often mentioned before, is a wide and ſcatteredly inhabited open 
ſpace called, for what reaſon I know not, Maſtiff s-green. This terminates 
in a narrow paſſage, which running between the old-Abbey-wall and the 
garden- grounds, paſſes down to the river, acroſs which there is here a ferry 
to Hampton. Of the above aſſemblage of ſtreets and Janes is compoſed the 
whole of the preſent town of Eveſham. 


Bengworth conſiſts of little more than a ſingle ſtreet, called Port-ſtreet, which 
follows the courſe of the turnpike-road to a conſiderable diſtance. This road 
does not paſs through Freſham, but turning ſhort to the left at the foot of the 
bridge, keeps for ſome ſpace on the river's edge, and ſo leads to Perfhore and 
Worceſter. ' In the charter of incorporation we are informed that the frequent 
tumults and diſturbances which happened at Bengworth, to the coercion of 
which the power of the bailiffs of Eveſham did not then extend, were the 
principal cauſe of its junction to that town. This was effected in the third 
year of James the firſt, at the interceſſion of Henry prince of Wales, as ap- 
Ff the head of the charter.“ 


In 
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la ancient times Eveſham was governed by two bailiffs, who, in all civil 
cauſes, acted under the Abbot.“ The corporation at preſent conſiſts of a 
mayor, high-ſteward, recorder, chamberlain, ſeven aldermen, of whom 
four are juſtices of the peace, twelve capital burgeſſes, and tw-nty-four other 
burgeſſes, called aſſiſtants. There are alſo many other inferior offices, of 
which the adminiſtration has been ſome time diſuſed, and now lies dormant, 
Ihe corporation has authority to hold ſeſſions, and try felonies and treaſons. 
The mayor is almoner and clerk of the market. He has deodands, the-goods 
of felons, and toll. In the town-houſe above-mentioned, which was built 
by one of the Hoby's, (probably Sir Edward.) the aſſize for the county was at 
one time held, but is now removed to Worceſter. The privilege of trying 
and executing for capital offences is likewiſe transferred to the general affize 
held at that place; nor has any execution taken place at Eveſham ſince about 
the year 1740, when a woman was burnt for petty treaſon, The gallows 
however, as an emblem of executive authority, {till remains, though forlorn 
and untenanted, about three-quarters of a mile to the north of the town. 


Leland, who at the command and expence of Henry the eighth travelled 
nearly over the whole kingdom, that he might preſerve every valuable me- 
morial of the lately diſſolved monaſteries, ſays of this town in his quaint and 
obſolete language : —** The town of Eveſham is meetly large, and well builded 
with tymbre. The | market-ſted is fayre and large. There be divers praty 
ſtreets in the towne. The market is very celebrate, In the towne is noe 


n or other famous foundayzon but the ue Abbey.” 


| This . full much W is * lin on 9 There 

are four yearly fairs, the firſt on the ſecond day of February, the ſecond on 

the Monday next after Eaſter, the third on Whit- Monday, and the fourth 
: 


- 4TH h eee Gee the Gllowtag Un ben Urnen byte Side from whom many 
G ir | 


c * 


6 In the 20th year of Henay the third the Uberties of Epen ———_ 
ſures when the king was here; but they were reſtored upon the ſubmiſſiqn of the Abbot and mona. 


ABBEY AND BOROUGH. OF' EVESHAM: 213 | 


on the twenty-firſt day of September, Theſe fairs are — famous 
. the ſale of ſtrong black horſes. AF 


In the fifth year of queen Elizabeth this town eic the following 
number of families : — The pariſh of All Saints one hundred and ſeventy- 
three, and St. Lawrence one hundred and thirty-eight. In 1756, they jointly 
contained four- —— and wy families, according to the return made to 
DINED North, 


pon an exact rey taken in 1777, All Saints was found to contain 
two hundred and fifty-three families, and one thouſand and fifty-two indi- 
viduals. St. Lawrence contained one hundred and ninety families, and 
ſeven hundred and ninety-fix individuals. Thus we may obſerve'that what- 
ever was the decline in population, immediately after the diffolution of the 
Abbey, ſince the reign of Elizabeth, the increaſe has not been inconfiderable. 
No furvey has fince been made, nor can the number of inhabitants be ſup- 
poſed to yy hone: en ſince that period. _ Ds 


At four tillings in the pound, St. Melee pays to the te one 
hundred and fixty-eight pounds and thirteen ſhillings. All Saints, one 
hundred and ſeventy-nine pounds eleven ſhillings and nine-pence. The 
town has an excluſive juriſdiction, and does not pay to the quarter- rates. 


The 


A rough fort of eſtimate of the preſent population of theſe two pariſhes may be made in 
the following way.— The average of burials in the pariſh of All Saints, for the laſt twelve years, is 
twenty-two and near;one-half; which being multiplied by forty-five, a number out of which one 
perſon at leaſt, even in the ſmalleſt and moſt healthy places muſt die, one year with another, 
produces the number one thouſand and twelve for the preſent population. This compared with 
the number found at the ſurvey in 1777, ſhews a decreaſe of forty individuals. The average 
in St. Lawrence, for the ſame term of years, is ſeventeen one-half, which, by the ſame method, 
produces the number ſeven hundred and eighty-ſeven. = This Gmpared with Me fatvey has a de- | 
ficiency of nine. As this kind of calculation is very liable to fallacy, though much practiſed at 
preſent, ! ſhould iy no fpeit fel upon it, uid noi he heran, in both pariſhes indicate th fame 
thing. TTY — y * 


1 27 hh 
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The arms granted to the corporation by their charter are: — Azure, a 
. prince's crown over a garb of the earldom of Cheſter all Or, bound with the 
ſame, and Sables, between two oftrich's feathers of Wales, Argent within 
a border of the third bezantry for the earldom of Cornwallis, Sables. 


What Dr. Naſh affirms of the ſoil of the county in general, hire ofthe 
vale around Eveſham in particular; excepting that the former of the two qua- 
lities he mentions is much the moſt prevalent in this country. The ploughed 
grounds of Worceſterſhire are of two kinds, a ſtiff clay frequently with marle 
underneath, or a light ſoil with gravel under it. Almoſt all modern improve- 
ments,” he adds, have tended to the advantage of the light foils; the rents 
of which have by that means been doubled or trebled within the laſt century, 
The ſtiff clay ſtill wants improvement; to obtain which the good farmer takes 
great care to keep his ground dry, does not make his lands too high, but 
makes them ſmall, and where neceſſary carries off the ſprings by under- 
ground drains filled with wood, ſtone, or any other materials which will let 
the water paſs through, and not eaſily rot; not ſuffering any water to ſtand 
in the furrows. He always ploughs his land in ſeaſon, that is, in dry weather; 
and repeats the ploughing and harrawing as often as poſſible, He pulveriſes 
the clay as much as he can, taking every opportunity of ſtirring the mould. 
He ploughs deep, eſpecially the fallow, by which he creates ſail, He always 
ſets his beans and peas in rows, and hoes them. He ſets potatoes, cabbages, 
xc. and moulds them frequently. He ſows turnips and hoes them three 
times ; for, by 2 them, as mentioned beneath, he can raiſe turnips 


e 

AVERAGE OF BAPTISMS IN 
From 1777 to 1784, (inclufively,) — 28 one-half. 
1785 to 1792, — as one-half. ; 


Tie population of Bengworth was in the year 1779, found to be five hundred and eighty, 
Number of houſes, one hundred and thirty-four. Land-tax at four ſhillings, — ninety-two 


A 
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advantageouſly upon ſtiffiſh clay. He never will attempt to raiſe too many 
crops without a fallow, if the land be not naturally very good. Two crops 
are ſufficient ; but let the nature of the land be ever ſo rich, he never at- 
tempts more than three crops and a fallow: for in this, as in many other in- 
ſtances, the greedy farmer is his own enemy, waſtes his feed and time, im- 
poveriſhes his land, and has no return: whereas the clay-foil, if well tilled 
and kept in good huſbandry, yields much more upon an acre than the light 
land. Vet it muſt be confeſſed that the light lands have many advantages: 
they may be ploughed almoſt in any ſeaſon, the team need never lie idle; 
whereas the vale: farmer had better let his horſes play for weeks together, 
than attempt to plough when the ground is wet. Again, ſtrong land has this 
diſadvantage : it produces the largeſt crops in dry years, when corn is al- 
ways Cheap; whereas the light lands will have the beſt crops in wet years, 
when corn will always be dear; thus verifying the old proverb: | 


When the ſand does ſeed che clay, 
O! then tis lack and well-a-dap: 
But when tbe clay does feed the ſand, 
Ol! then tis well for old England.” 


he ſame judicious author has ſeveral other remarks on the huſbandry of 

this country, which, though perhaps the modern improvements in agricul- 
ture (of which by the way he ſeems to ſpeak too contemptuouſly,) have 
rendered them in ſome meaſure ſuperfluous, I will alſo inſert. 


The graſs land is managed better than the ploughed, for the good 
farmer levels it, drains it, and frequently dungs it, and finds by experience 
that manure pays better when put on green-ſward than on tillage: but wet 
land muſt firſt be drained and made ſound by rolling and penning of ſheep, 
otherwiſe the manure ſinks through the bog, and has very little effect. Upon 
fuch lands as cannot be drained, which are very few indeed, coal aſhes, 
rubbiſh, and ſuch things, anſwer better than rich manure. Our farmers do 


not manage their hedges well, but put in too much dead wood, and make 
them 
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them ſo thick that the live quick is killed. They do not make their ditches 
deep and wide enough., In clay ſoils they ſhould never be leſs than four 
feet wide, and four deep. They would then ſecure the hedges, and ſerve 
as drains to the land. A year or two after the hedges are plaſhed, they ſhould 
be guarded from cattle either * a fence, or by frequently 1 them 
with cowning and — cs 


The uplands ſhould de ddgifreoquently mowed ; not oftener than, once 
in three years, and ſhould be manured the year they are mowed, Where 
the land is ſubject to flood, the manure ſhould be put on as ſoon as the hay 
is carried: in other grounds as early as poſſible in winter, In many foils a 
very good way of manuring graſs grounds is by pulling: the turnips from a 
neighbouring field, and teeding cattle and ſheep with them on the . 
ſward. | | Na 


One acre of turnips pulled will go as far as two eaten upon the ſpot. 
Beſides in wet ſeaſons or in land naturally moiſt the farmer may feed his 
cattle with turnips, which otherwiſe he could not do without great prejudice 
to his tillage. If the graſs- ground be very wet he keeps his cattle in ſtalls, 
giving them turnips, grain, or oil-cake, according to their ſeveral prices. 
The dairy-man finds no inconvenience by giving his cows ſome turnips, but 
they ſhould not be fed entirely upon them; if they are, the taſte of the but- 
ter may be affected. But ſure I am, that thoſe who talk much of the offen- 
five ſmell and taſte of oil-cake beef, turnip mutton, &c. do it more out 
of faſhion and complinent to the delicacy of their own taſte, than any 
real ſenſation. 


The e rent of the paſture lands is owe monty Malin; an acre. On 
the Avon's banks meadow-lands are under thirty,* at which rent many of 
them were valued in the time of Elizabeth, when all the cattle and ſheep 
kept 5 the hills were wintered in the vales; whereas by the improve 

7 | ments 


u this reſpeR1 eee (though Dr. Naſh's work was 
c e 
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ments of clover, fanfoin, turnips, and fuch like, the farmers in the vale, 
both for the ſake of keep. and for preferving their ſheep ſound, often fend 
their ſtock upon the hills. As for burnet, lucerne, and an hundred other 
modern unprovements, A on 9 PIs pole 
a ſmall ſcale. 


This county in em! has no breed of cattle peculiar to itſelf, moſt of 
the land being ſuppoſed too rich to carry a breeding fiock. The horned cat - 
tle come chiefly from Herefordſhire and Staffordſhire, ag pd . 
Herefordſhire, Wales, Dorſetſhire, and Stiropſhire. 


The air of this part of Worceſterſhire has nothing ſo peculiar as to merit 
much notice, It varies, as uſual, according to the difference of ſoils and 
ſituations. Around Eveſham, where the foil is light, it is pure and ſalu- 
brious. In lower fituations and deeper ſoils it is more or leſs ſo as circum- 
ſtances vary : „ rr . 
1 | | 


The ue four ne Which un verp:numerous.nrennd-this come, 
is rather hard and heavy; and not unfrequently tinctured with ſome mine- 
ral. It is alſo too apt to ſubſide to the bottom of veſſels in a ſtony ſediment, 
which is perhaps the worſt quality water can poſſeſs. Breedon, a very high 
hill ſouth-weſt of Eveſium, certainly contains much iron; and from it a ſpring 
runs to Cropthorne, (about two miles from this place,) which yields to few in 
point of chalybeate powers. There has alſo been much ferruginous matter 
obſerved, though in ſmall and ſcattered particles, in a gravelly ſoil, to the 
north of the town : all round the ſpot called Battle-well. But in the preſent 
caſe neither of theſe qualities, of which the one muſt be invariably detri- 
mental to the conſtitution, and the other perhaps equally fo by continual 
uſe, ſeem to preponderate ſufficiently to affect the health of individuals. 
Thoſe complaints which might be expected from their prevalence do not, as I 
am informed, appear more frequently here than in other fituations. | 


The Avon water has one peculaity worth mentioning NE my 
Ff 
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in weight and hardneſs that from the pumps. This quality, hitherto unac- 
counted for, is ſuppoſed to prevent the ſalmon, with which the Severn 
abounds, from entering this river. Few inſtances are remembered of their 
being caught in the Avon; but this circumſtance may probably be the cauſe 
that other fiſh, particularly eels, with which it abounds, are more firm in 
their texture, and of better flayour than . of any r river. 


Two or three of the ſmaller kind of antique utenſils lately nd in this 
vicinity, and of which the figures and deſcription were furniſhed me by the 
Rev. Mr. Beale of Bengworth, will properly enough cloſe my account of this 
town, 


No. I. in the annexed plate pete a CUP, did of very ancient 
workmanſhip, which was found near half a mile northward of Bengworth, 
and about a furlong from the Avon, on its eaſtern fide. A meadow here 
_ riſes gently from the river, and in it part of the turf was broken up to dig 
for ſand. After removing two or three feet of common mould, and a layer 
of ſand of the depth of four feet, in a very hard bed of gravel was found 
the cup here repreſented. The workman ſtruck his pick-axe into the brim, 
which he broke by that means, not being aware of any thing worth preſer- 
vation. He afterward broke near an inch of the brim all around, to make 
it level and uniform. No building or ancient encampment was ever fituated 
near the ſpot, if we except only that part of Bengworth which ſtill goes by the 
name of the Caſtle, though no remains are now viſible. The ſtrata of earth 
were obſerved to lie quite undiſturbed, and in their natural ſtate. Both the 
form and materials of the cup are coarſe and rough. The colour of it is 
neareſt that of free-ſtone or dry mortar. Though plainly a- compoſition, 
it is far harder than any ſtone, and on the infide may be traced, though 
faintly, circular marks, fimilar to thoſe on the inſide of a dice-box. If 
the rudeneſs of the workmanſhip and coarſeneſs of the materials may be ad- 
mitted as indications of antiquity, this cup may claim a date Prior to the 
government of the Romans in this iſland. Its circumference in the wideſt 
part is ſeven inches, in the ſmalleſt three and an half. Its height i is about 
fix inches, diameter two, and infide _— five and an half, 

No, I. 
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No. II. is an ancient ornament, as is ſuppoſed, to ſome coat of armour, 
either of man or horſe, to which it was probably fixed by three ſmall pins: 
there being three holes diſcernable in it, though partly filled up by ſand: and 
ruſt, It is braſs, and from the ground-work which is lefs wore than the 
prominent parts, appears to have been richly gilt. The figure on it is a re- 
preſentation of St. George of Cappadocia flaying the dragon, and is very 
like what is ſtill uſed for the order of the garter. This ornament was found 
in the garden of a houſe at Bengworth that formerly belonged to the Watſon 
family ; at the head of which was the celebrated Jokn Watſon, firſt dean, and 
afterward biſhop of Wincheſter. This honour he attained by means of that 
ſhrewd and diſcerning woman queen Elizabeth ; who being informed by the 
earl of Leiceſter that Watſon had ſecretly offered two hundred pounds to him 
that he might obſtruct his intended promotion, and this merely out of a love 
of private life and ſtudious retirement, like an excellent judge of character 
pronounced that — ** he who would give two hundred pounds to decline 
preferment was more worthy of it than he who would give two thouſand to 


attain it, 


No. III. is a braſs inſtrument which the ingenious hiſtorian of Mancheſter, 
to whom a figure of it was ſent, affirms to be, and obviouſly is a cel. Theſe 
have been found in every part of the iſland, but, as they vary in their con- 
ſtruction, it was thought proper to inſert a repreſentation of this. It was 
found near a ſpot called the Battle-well, of which more will be ſaid hereaf- 
ter, — Antiquaries have differed very much concerning the uſe of theſe in- 
ſtruments, and from their ſize and form it is very difficult to conceive they 
were of any uſe at all. Mr. Whitaker adheres to the opinion which he has 
long fince given to the public in his Hiſtory of Mancheſter,”* and conſi- 
ders it as a light battle-axe for hunting. S. Gale, an eminent antiquary, 
publiſhed, in 1724, a ** Diſſertation on Celts,” in which he gives it as his 
opinion that they were fleaing knives, (called by the Romans Cultor excoria- 
torius,) and were uſed for ſeparating the ſkins from the bodies of animals 
offered in ſacrifice, This he fays of ſuch only as are made of braſs. Mr. 

Ff2 Whitaker 


* Quarto, vol. 1. P · 13—16. 


* 
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Whitaker (in a private letter to Mr. Beale on the ſubject,) ſays, that ** if ſuch 
weapons as theſe had been uſed only in facrifices, there could never have 
been ſo many, by hundreds, as there are. The frequency of their diſco- 
very ſhews the commonneſs of their uſe. They muſt have been as nume- 
Tous as the occaſions of warfare, or the calls of hunting. They are 100 light 
for warfare generally, and were therefore deſtined for hunting. The heavy 
maſſive celts of ſtone were certainly defigned for war; but, what is ſingular, 
no ſuch have been found in metal.” a | 


CHAP. 
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CH A 2 vu. 


PUBLIC EDIFICES—=CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, WITH 1TS MONU- 
MENTAL INSCRIPTIONS—ST. LAWRENCE—ST. PETER IN BENG- 
WORTH — TOWER OF CLEMENT mr 
SCHOOLS, kc. 


HERE is perhaps no ſpecies of writing more diſguſting to a reader 
than a long continued ſeries of uniform deſcription. Some care will 
therefore be requiſite, where ſo many fubjedts preſent themſelves, to avoid 
a tedious prolixity in their delineation. Between the minuteneſs of mere 
church-notes, and that ſort of vague repreſentation which impreſſes on its ob- 
je no diſtinguiſhing mark or character, there is a middle way much more 
eligible than either, in works of conſiderable extent. But as it is the privi- 
lege of genius only to ſeize theſe leading and diſcriminating features, and of 
the exacteſt judgment only to give to each objec its due portion of notice or 
admiration, the author will be content to purſue a more beaten track : — 
ſatisfied if he can but avoid the extremes both of endleſs particularity, and 
of a too careleſs and indiſcriminate attention, | 


The church dedicated to All Saints bas been mentioned jn the former part 
of this work ; but as no plate of it has been engraved, and it is an edifice of 
a very peculiar conſtruction, ſome farther deſcription of it may ſeem requi- 
fite From an ancient deed of one of the abbots, inſerted in the Appendix, 
it might be too haſtily ſuppoſed that this church was firſt erected about the 
year 1350. The deed runs thus; —< For this purpoſe, (to pray for the 
ſouls af the departed kings of England, for the proſperity of the reigning 
monarch Edward the third, and for other benefactors,) we have conſtructed 
a chauntry in the chapel newly- erected in the cemitary of our Monaſtery at 
Eveſham, near the Abbey-gate: and appointed two n to celebrate 

divine 
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divine ſervice there, in honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary the glorious mo- 
ther of God, where there is likewiſe an image devoutly erected to her me- 
mory ; and in honour of whom, and to his own glory, God has vouchſafed 
to work many and great mĩracles“ in that place.” The ſituation ſeems per- 
fectly well to agree with that of the preſent edifice : but beſide that it has an 
appearance of much greater antiquity, the deed, is ſo worded as to make it 
very doubtful whether it was the chapel itſelf or merely the chauntry belong- 
ing to it, that bad then been newly-erefted, In tranſlating the deed t the 
author gave into the former ſuppoſition; but from a thorough inſpection of 
the church, he is nearly convinced that many of its parts may boaſt of a 
much earlier date than that of the paper in 1 
However this may have been, this durch is compoſed of very heteroge- 
neous fragments, and was probably put together at very diſtant periods. Half 
buried in the earth; ſmall in all its parts, and yet with a certain greatneſs 
in their defign ; it will always appear to a curious ſpectator as a miniature- 
model of ſome much larger edifice. - The porch by which you enter it is of 
very beautiful conſtruction, but apparently patched on long ſince the foun- 
dation: probably at the diſſolution and demolition of the Abbey-church. It 
is nearly a ſquare of twelve feet by ten, embattled on the tap, and much or- 
namented on the outſide. It ſo greatly reſembles the chapel of Clement Lich- 
field, in the ſouth aiſle, as to leave little doubt but that both were formerly 
parts of the great church. The battlements of both are of open work, and 
of much greater delicacy of formation than the reſt of the church. But 
what ſeems moſt convincing with reſpect to the chapel is, — that it has not 
10 9541 | | b | Eg . Aer Adern 
* Theſe miracles, it cannot well be diſſembled, never ſprang up in ſo bounteous a crop as 
. when ſome edifice was to be erected, and money wes yanting. to complete. it ; or was already 
erected, and means were to be furniſhed for its ſupport. _ | 45 


rere eee 
| Capella quam de novo conſtruximus in Cemiterio Monaſterii noſtri Eveſtanie, juxta portam Abba- 
tiz; divina celebraturos in honore B. Mariz Virginis Dei Matris glorioſæ, ubi in ejus memoria 
ymago eſt devotiſſime collocata, ad cujus laudem et ipſius Dei porn magna et innumerabilia mi- 
ncula idem Deus operatur ibidem,” | 


ABBEY AND BOROUGH. OF EVESHAM:! 223 


been affixed to the church in a parallel direction with the reſt of the ſouth : 
wall. Another circumſtance will not eſcape the accurate obſerver, — that- 
the battlements of this chapel on its ſouth front abſolutely extend beyond 
the corner of the fabric, and ate' thus left in a broken and interrupted con- 
dition. — The interior of this beautiful chapel is an area of ſixteen feet by 
about thirteen.” On an eſcutcheon on the fretted roof are the initials of its 
founder's name, C. L. and on another the Abbey arms. Though inferior 
to that of St. Lawrence in its conſtruction; it reſembles it ſo much, in every 
reſpect, as to make a r aan of os 0 perfect of he two at. 
all 1 | 

The body of the church is png one hundred ind abe feet in length. 
The greateſt breadth, including the two aiſles, is ſeventy- three. Theſe 
aiſles are ſeparated from the main body by four arches of good architecture, 
but of very unequal dimenſions ; the eaſternmoſt on each fide being of near 
double the ſize of the reſt. | The church is well pewed, kept clean, and in 
pretty good repair. At preſent it ſerves for both the pariſhes. Unlike our 
anceſtors in this, as in many other reſpects, we do not require much room 
for our devotions, or much elegance in thoſe erections which we dedicate to 
the ſervice of our Creator. On the ſame ſpot where formerly an immenſe 
church and the two chapels received each a crowded and grateful congrega- 
tion, who were ſometimes doubtleſs mindful they did not owe every thing. 
they poſſeſſed entirely to their own exertions, one of theſe chapels will now 
ſerve for our ſnug oriſons.— The increaſe of ſectaries will, it muſt be owned, 
account in part for this difference: — but it is much to be feared that, as the 
ſhadow ever follows-and denotes the reality of the ſubſtance, fo true religion 
will ever be accompanied: by ſome degree of what we are ſo ready to entitle 
ſuperſtition: — and that as our preſent ſelf-dependence and petulant ſpirit 
of diſcrediting whatever we cannot clearly account tor encreaſes, we ſhall 
fairly get rid not only of the ſhadow, but chaſe away the ſub/tance itſelf, 


There are no very curious ancient monuments now left in this church. 
What remained in the time of Habington, who collected materials for a hiſ- 
„ PRs das Ale 5 tory 
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tory of this county in the reign of Charles RR n 
own words. 


In the firſt pane of the chancel window : Gules ſix martlets Ermine. - In 
the window of Derby chapel on the north fide : Gules, three legs joined and 
armed, Argent. This, if I underftand my author, is repeated thrice, in ſo 
many panes of the fame window. In another pane :' Azure three arms 
joined in the fame manner and armed with daggers. In the middle pane: 
Mortimer within an eſcutcheon, Argent. On another pane to the right hand: 
Argent, two bars Gules. In a pane to the left: Or two bends Gules, for the 
arms of Sudeley. On the remaining pane: Gules, a feſſe and two mollits, 
lmulletts, ] of fix points in chief, Or. 


In the fame'chapel, upon a tumb-ſume . 
praying with this inſcription:· Hic jacet Johannes Sadeler capellanus, qui 
obiit 13 die Junii, A. D. 1502, cujus anime propitietur Deus. Amen.“ 


In the next window of the north aiſle, conſiſting of four ;panes, is firſt: 
Azure a chain in a chevron with a ring in the dexter and a horſe-lock in the 
ſiniſter, and between them three mitres labelled Or; for the Abbey of Eveſham. 
— In another pane: Azure a croſs floree between four martlets, Or, — In 
the laſt pane: Gules a feſſe between fix croſlets Or, quartering chequy Or and 
Azure a chevron Ermine, in an eſcutcheon quarterly; Argent and Gules 
frettee Or, a bendlet Sable. 


In the middle aiſle, (or body-of the church,) is a ſtone inlaid with brafs, 
having the reſemblance of a man, with his wife on the right fide, with this 
inſcription : Orate pro animabus Roberti Wyllis, et Agnetis uxoris ejus ; quo- 
Uh TE rf 2 Amen. F Somewhat below, on a grave- 


Here lieth John Sadeler, chaplain, who died 13 June, 102; on whoſe foul God have 
mercy. Amen,” 


4 Pray for the fouls of Robert lis, and of Agner his wife; on whoſe fouls God have mercy 
Amen,” 
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ſtone of the fame kind: — ++ Hic jacet Johannes Oui quondam mercator hu- 
jus villee de Eveſham, qui obiit 27 menſis Juni, A. D. 1586; cujus animæ 
n 


Toward the fouth part of the body of th church on a grave, is 
the following odd inſcription : 


In this grave and ſepulture 

Lieth John Cornithe, and James his ſonne, 
Of his mercy he make them ſure 
r 


eee « of the blood l 
think” (ſays Mr. Habington,) ** of Feckenham abbot of Weſtminſter, whoſe 
father's name was Homan ; but, being born in Feckenham, changed his name 
—— 2 oem gains 


In the loweſt window of the ſouth e e: ;«=-Sable two keys in falüre 
Or, umme 0 Ee ETOP TS Ave 


In the middle 'pine” of dhe fouth-wvindow, amidſt the broken gut 5, 
n eee rg 


fl the” tend wn at the end of the ſouth aille, aden crab 
with the figure of a pope ſtanding by; probably Conſtantine I. The white 
roſe, the badge of the houſe of York, is frequently to be ſeen here. In the 
. ä RN OED. 


At the agper” end er the fu (die on a ſtone inlaid with braſs, is the 
Gg reſemblance 


Here lieth John Okley lormedly 2 mexchant af this town of Logan, who died June 27s 
1586 ; on whoſe ſoul God have mercy. - 
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reſemblance — het two huſtands, with ths infoription =. 
«« Orate pro animabus Thome Jordan, et Elianoræ uxoris ejus, qui huic- ecs 
cleſiæ pracipui erant benefactores; qui Thomas obiit A; D. 1526, menſis 
Auguſti die 17. Et pro anima Wilkelmi Yoer primi mariti dictæ Elianoræ: 
et pro animabus filiorum et filiarum eorundem. Quorum animabus pro- 
pitietur Deus. Amen.“ Below are the figures of ſix ſons" and two 
daughters. | 


. 7 . N 5 | ' 
On the right hand of this are a man and his wife, with this inſcription ; 
Hic jacent Thomas Gouldſmith, et Agnes uxor ejus, ac pueri eorundem ; 
quorum &c.” + — Below are three 1 The n are now defaced. 


A farther deſeription of Clement Lichfield's curious 3 will appear to the 
beſt advantage in the very words of this antiquary. . About the middle of 
the fouth-aiſle is a curious building called Lickfield's chapell: in whoſe em- 
bowed chapell is a ſcutcheon with letters of gold, C. P. L. and on another 
the lock and chain, enſigns of the Abbey of Eveſham. At the entrance of this 
chapell lyeth humbled on the ground the reſemblance of an abbot truly great 
in leaving the dignity of his high place; and wiſe, when foreſeeing the ſtorm 
that overthrew this with other religious houſes, he ſtruck fail to avoid ſhip- 
wrack. His reſemblance is engraved at the altar in prayer. On his right 
hand: Deus in nomine tuo ſalvum me fac.” On the left: Et in virtute 
tua judica me.” Below, on one fide: ** Quia in inferno nulla eſt redemptio. 
On the oppoſite :. +* Miſerere mei, Deus, et falva me.” Underneath his feet 
an inſcription, (which was alſo painted on one of the windows,) —** Orate 


pro anima domini Clementis Litchfield ſacerdotis, cujus tempore nova turris 
| Eveſhamenſis 


5 | | . : 0 * 

* « Pray for the ſouls of Thomas Jordan and of Elianor his wife, who were particular bene- 
factors to this church; — which Thomas died Auguſt 17, 1526. And alſo for the ſoul of William 
Yver the firſt huſband of-the ſaid Elianor; alſo for the ſouls of their ſons and daughters, On whoſe 
fouls God have mercy. Amen,” 


14 
+, .A 


1 © Here lie Thomas Gouldſmith, and Agnes his wife, and their children; on whoſe ſouls, &c.” 
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Evehaments iets cd. — He was buried, a appears by the regiſter 
book, a Tg Ce 7546. To" 


In the veſtry, 9 end of the — formerly the arms 
both of Glouceſter and Eveſham abbies. 


80 far Mr. Habington affords us ſome information concerning the ancient 
ſtate of this edifice, but ſcarcely a fragment of what he has thus deſcribed, 
at preſent, exiſts. The painted glaſs has all been broken, en 
common glaſs ; all the inlaid tomb-ſtones have been entirely defaced ; and it 
was with ſome difficulty the author was enabled to diſcover the tomb of the 
venerable Lickfield, merely by the deſcription before given of its ſituation in 
the church. 


The principal modern monuments may next claim ſome notice. t On a 
ſmall monument, againſt the eaſt wall of the chancel : Party per pale Sable 
and Argent, a chevron between two heads erafed counter-changed. of the 
field, impaling paly of fix Argent and Gules, a bend Or. This monument 
was erected in memory of the following perſons : — Sarak the wife of John 
Mitchell, clerk, L. L. B. vicar of this church. She died November 25, 1721, 
aged thirty-three, The Rev. Jom Mitchell, L. L. B. died September 9, 1724, 
aged forty- one. Thomas, Mary, and Sarah their children. Alſo a daughter 
of the above-mentioned Jokn Mitchell, by Mary his ſecond wite, who died 
December 31, 1725. aged ten months. 


Gg 2 Another 


* « Pray for the foul of Clement Litchfeld prieſt, in whoſe time the new tower of Eveſiam was 
mne mann the mater of tie church, but of he Aldey ; 
from whence he acquired many of his materials, 


t In this heavy, though neceſſary part of the wark, I have, it muſt be confeſſed, done. little 
more than copy from Dr. Naſh's collections: comparing however his account of theſe inſcriptions 
with the monuments themſelves, ſupplying ſome deficiencies, and correRing ſome miſtakes, 
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Another ſmall monument, on the north fide, Vert frettee Argent. Adam 
Cave, gent. died October 18, 1698, aged twenty-nine: and by its fide a 
larger monument oa two d of * nn 1 * 1 _ _ 
1728, hrs: runs | | 


Underneath a ſmall monument to add hath of Richard — the 
mother of the above-mentioned ladies, who died October 13, 1683. Be- 
. ny hg | oo March 24, 
1661, [1 TS Ty 


ON FLAT STONES WITHIN THE COMMUNION RAILS:. 


Inſcriptions to the memory of Thomas and William, ſons of John Keyt, and 
of ſeveral perſons of the family of Cave. 

Mary the wife of Jon Jephcott, D. D. vicar of this church. She died 
October 18, 1680. On the ſame ſtone is an inſcription to the memory of 
Even Jones, vicar of St. Lawrence and Cleeve Prior, who died December 
26, 1768, 

Edward Field, gent. wr bay and many years pb — and juſtice 
of peace of this Borough. He was buried December 31, 1682. Anna. his 
wife died Auguſt 26, 1698, aged eighty-ſeven. 

Edmond Young, who died September 20, 1657. On the fame lone Ricker 
his ſon, 2 1 tho . 


BELOW THE COMMUNION RAILS: 


On an oval monument fixed to the ſouth wall: Samuel Baron, clerk, A.M. 
maſter of the free-ſchool in this cough, died OVEN 17s 1713, aged 


thirty-thr . 
Oppoſite the above is a large new monument crefled to the memory of 
Thomas Horne, gent, citizen of London, who died in 1569,” —— 


age of eighty- four. 
Mary Stretch, who died June 13, 1780, aged fixty-four, 
. | 188 ' ON 
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oon FLAT STONES: 


e Hopkins. an 

Mr. Philip Ballard was buried January 17, 160, aged dürre, 

Thomas Aſhfield, gent. September 24, 1766. Below are inſcriptions for 
Elizabeth his wife, and two of their children. 

Mary, wife of Henry Hulford, e 168g. Har Hulfd died 
June 30, 1705, aged fiſty- fe. 

Mr. Wilkam Rudge was buried May 13, 1720, aged NR" Elizabeth 
his wife died October 10, 1727, aged forty-eight. 

Mr. John Ballard, who died September 6, 1675. 

Thomas, the ſon of Mr. Martin Ballard, December 19, 1677. | 

Agnes- Jane, daughter of Theophilus and Agnes Waſford, April 4, 1770. 

Thomas Hull, gent, died March 22, 1724, aged forty-two, He married 

Sarah, daughter of Giles Parſons, SE ity, in this-county, _ | 


On the „„ ˙ » 
Thomas Martin, who died December 14, 1679. He was twice mayor of this 
Borough, in the years 1652, and 1677. Mr. Wiliam Martin died June 14, 
1653, aged ſeventy ; who had alſo been mayor in the years 1623, 1632, and 
1641. Ann his wife died September 12, 1656, aged ſixty- eight, after having 
borne him thirteen children, Thomas Martin their only ſurviving fon erected 
this monument. 


The — Mr. Wilkam Martin bequeathed three pounds per 
annum to Mr. George Hopkins, miniſter of this pariſh ; and after his deceaſe, 


to a godly preaching miniſter in the pariſh of St, Lawrence; and, for want of 
ſuch, to the poor of All Saints in Eueſtam for ever. 


On a pillar is a monument of black marble, with an alabaſter buſt erected 
to the memory of Mary, wife of Edward Bulſtrode, Eſq. of Tewkeſbury, in 
the county of Glouceſter, and ſecond daughter of Samuel Gardiner, of 


Eveſham, gent. She died November 18, 1715, aged fixty-one, Below the 
inſcription 
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inſcription are theſe arms : — Quarterly ; firſt Sable a buck's head with an 
arrow in the mouth Argent attired Or. Second and third, Argent a chevron 
Gules between three ſquirrels Sable with nuts Or. The fourth as the firſt, 
empaling Azure a chevron Ermine between three kites heads eraſed. - 


Againſt a pillar, a ſmall monument with Gardner's arms, inſcribed :— 
„Mrs. Elizabeth Gardner, daughter of Samuel Gardner OY des 
3 26, 1713, vans aaa | 


On a flat tone near the chancel : — Mrs. Mary Fletcher, daughter of the 
Rev. Philip Gardner, rector of Tickley in the county of Oxford, and relict of 
the Rev. Theodore Fletcher, . Nr died 
March 31, 1722, aged * 


On a marble monument fixed to the eaſt wall of the north aiſle, anciently 
(according to Habington, ) called Derby-chapel, are the arms of- Gardner, 
with the following inſcription : 


Near this place lieth the body 
of George Gardner, Eſq. 
a zealous advocate 
for the proteſtant religion, 
and the true intereſt of his country ; 
who knew how to acquire 
and how to enjoy : 
in ͤ whom the rich will want a friend, 
the poor a protector. 
Ob. 11 Nov. anno Dom. 17293 
tat 70. 


On another ſmall monument: 


eee gent, a porter of phy 
fic, 9 16, 1686, n 


On 
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On a flat ſtone: a ſaltire empaling a feſſe indented between three heads. 
The inſcription : — Sub hoc lapide requieſcit pars terrena Theophilt Andrews 


armigeri, per annos 13 jam proxime elapſos hujus burgi recordatoris; quem 
mors dura oppreſſit 18 die Decembris, anno Dom. 1670, ztatis ſux 47. 


Againſt the weſtern wall of the Derby-chapel is a very handſome marble 
monument erected to the memory of Elizabeth Baylies, wife of William Baylies 


of this town, and daughter of Robert Coates, Eſq. who died April 28, 1754. 


Further down the north aiſle, a monument to Mr. John Suffield, mercer, 
of Eveſham, who died December 1, 1712; Jane his wife; Mary his daughter, 
and two grand-children. Alſo Thomas Suffield, gent. who died July 27, 
1768, aged eighty. 


Still farther down; — Rev. Paul Gardale, March 1, 17753 and Sarah his 
wife, April 1, 1767. 


and to the above : 1 Bayes, ont: E 14. 1760. 


| At the end of the ſame alle: — Anne Baylies,. daughter of the Rev. Theo- 
dore Fletcher, rector of Godington, Oxfordſhire. February 23, 1732. 


Againſt a pillar on the north fide of the body of the church, a new 
monument inſcribed to — Mrs. Anne Bodlege, September 10, 1781. 


In the ſouth aiſle, below Lichfield's chapel, a neat monument to— Mr. 
Thomas Dunn, March 25, 1777. Mr. Bartholomew Dunn, February 25, 1786. 
Mrs. Elizabeth: Dunn, January 9, 1792, aged eighty-eight. Alſo two relatives, 
Elizabeth and Mary Walker, who both died in the ſeventeenth year of their 


age. 
On 


GF  S-_O(6@OQD_—_— Gs, ſome of them 


commemorating perſons of no inferior note to the above ; but it would have been an endleſs taſk 
to 
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On the front of the gallery a benefactor is thus commemorated : . Phi- 
lip Gardner, three times bailiff, and once mayor of. this Borough, by his laſt 
will and teſtament gave three houſes in Offenham ; to the end that the poor 
of this pariſh ſhould have twelve-pence in bread every Sabbath for ever. 


Above the gallery are the names of many conſiderable benefaRors, both 
to this pariſh, and that of St. Lawrence ; whoſe memory it would be ingra- 
titude to entruſt only to the frail materials on which 9 at preſent in- 
ſcribed. 


ccc 

Join Gardner of London, merchant, gave four pounds fax ſhillings and 
eight-pence, payable yearly by the goldſmith' s company; and eighteen ſhil- 
lings per annum from a tenement in Watling-ſtreet, London; for . 
twenty-five poor children in the two pariſhes to read Engliſh, 

Robert Biſhop, in performance of his wife's will, gave a rent-charge of 
twenty ſhillings yearly out of a cloſe near Eveſham, to the miniſter of St. 
Lawrence; if nene there, to the poor of St. Lawrence for ever. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Gardner, by will, gave fifty pounds, the intereſt of which 
was to be diſpoſed of yearly to the poor of the two pariſhes : and George and 
Anne Gardner, her brother and fiſter, fifty pounds more, to make the faid 

"7 five pounds per annum. 


rs. Abigail Martin gave twenty ſhillings per annum from the rent of a 
cloſe 


to have copied the whole. Thoſe inſerted are merely the mural monuments, with a ſew of the 
flat ſtones in, or near, the chancel. There is however one inſcription, juſt at the entrance of this 
church, which it would have been injuſtice to have omitted. It begins with this remarkable ſen- 
tence: — Here lies an unprofitable ſervant. This modeſty and humility (whether the man's own, 
or that of his ſurviving friends is not certain,) excited ſome curioſity, On enquiry it was found 
that the perſon buried here, one © Samuel Morris, who died June 6, 1945, aged ſeventy-four,” 
was a liquor-merchant in this town, and a great confumer of his own ſtock in trade. No day, it 
is faid, ever paſſed without his ſetting the laudable example to his cuſtomers of ſwallowing near 
two quarts of his own ſpirituous liquors; and this without much apparent intoxication, That he 
ſhould have lived to ſuch an advanced age would ſeem incredible, unleſs we ſuppoſe that he began 


this practice at a late period of his life, 
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cloſe in the pariſh of St. Lawrence, r uo | 


women. 

The nme perſon gave fix Thilkngs 1 ve vr of 
the above cloſe, to the poor of the two pariſhes, - 

Thomas Matthews, merchant, gave five pounds per annum out & certain 
houſes and land in Eveſham, to apprentice out poor children of the pariſh of 
All Saints. 

Dr. Joh? gave; by will, four pounds per annum to the miniſter of Ai 
Saints ; and ten ſhillings more to the poor of the above pariſh. 

Mr. Hanks gave fifty thillings per annum out of a houſe and lands in Peo- 
fleton, for the repair of the roads between Worce/ter and Eveſham. 

Anne Roberts, by deed dated October 2, in the ninth year of Charles I. 
granted to the corporation of Eveſham one meſſuage in the Oat-ſtreet, in truſt 

for the maſter of the free-ſchool there, ben HPP RHOPIes a ſpeech 
every 5th day of November. | 

Mr. Lawrence Banks, miniſter of Stanton, gave a houſe in the pati of 5. 
Lawrence, mr ee in bread 
every Sabbath-day.. _ 

Mr. Maltby, of Brickland, Glouceſterſhite, gave” Uürteen ſhillings 16 me 
poor of All Saints, and the ſame ſum to the poor of St. Lawrence, to be 
diſtributed in bread every Sunday, out of two houſes in Eveſham. 

By an anonymous benefactor, twelve ſhillings per annum were given, to 
be diſtributed equally between the poor of both pariſhes at Chriſtmas, out 
of the rents of a houſe in the High-ſtreet, Eveſham, 

Mr. Savage of Elmly gave ſixty pounds to the corporation; the intereſt of 
which was to be expended in apprenticirig out poor children of the Borough. 

Sir Thomas Biggs built the new ſhambles; the rents of which were to be 
diſtributed to the poor by the corporation. 

Mr. Palmer of —_ gave twenty ſhillings for the uſe of the poor of 
Eveſham. 

Thomas Val of Bengworth, Eſq. in 16 12, ve wet heut bs buy Hack 
and coals, and ten pounds more for other uſes, to the poor of this Borough. 

Hh Mr, - 
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Mr. Edmund Symonds. of Pinvin, attorney at law, gave, in 1616, five 
pounds to the poor of this place. q 
Join Watſon, biſhop of Wincheſter, neren 
ſet the poor of this Borough to work. | 
+ Mr. William Bond of Eveſham give unten pounds ten filing tothe tmo 
pariſhes 

Edward Walker, gent. one of the POR of this Borough, gane ten 
pounds to the poor of All Saints, to be diſpoſed of as the corporation ſhould 
think proper. 

The abs haiti ene eee eee rent chem of amaty- 
five pounds per annum from certain lands in Breedon to the poor of Loth pa- 
riſhes; to be diſtributed by the corporation. 

A cloſe in Eveſham, called Spicer's-cloſe, was by deed, dated thirty - ſixth 
year of Charles II. granted by Robert Cooles, gent. to truſtees, for raiſing 
fifty ſhillings yearly ; to be laid out in coals for ſupplying twenty poor per- 
ſons of the two pariſhes. ' 

One ſhilling to each of the pariſhes was, by ſome anonymous benefactor, 
made over to the church-wardens, out of a little alt, (a . iſlagd,) * 
tween the mills and the bridge of Eveſham. 

The rents of the Key-houſe, at the bridge-foot, was appropriated to the 
uſe of the pariſh church of All Saints, in the fame manner. 

Two ſhillings and fix-pence yearly, payable out of certain tenements in 
Eveſham, were alſo thus ſet apart to the pariſh of All Saints. "4 

ff v err 579 ge 


The above account was made out in the year 1722, and Wed by the two 


church-wardens, Edward Child and Thomas Harris. It principally reſpects 
the pariſh of All Saints. That d a ory Lawrence now En: 


George Gardner, Eſq. paid, during his life, four pounds Wuftsen Killing 
and ſeven-pence * out of lands in Kemſey; three mern to the miner of 
Eveſham, and the reſt to the poor, 

Mary, 
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Mam, wife of Thomas Biſop, (gave twenty ſhillings per annum, over and 
above that before-ſpecified, out of a cloſe in Eveſham. | 


Alderman Rudge gave a meſſuage and farm in Great Hampton ; ls. 
thirds of the rent were to be ſet afide for the maintenance of a lecturer-in the 


pariſh of St. Lawrence, and the remainder to the poor of Bengworth, Thirty 
pounds more were give by the ſame gentleman for the above uſes. 

The widow Lye of Cropthorne in the county of Worceſter gave a tenement 
in Cole-ftreet ;/ the rents of which were — IS 0 
poor of St. Lawrence, and of Cropthorne. | 


Mr. Phikp Hay gave five pounds to the poor of this paris. 

Mr. James Mitchell gave forty ſhillings per annum out of the rents of the 
George-Inn in this pariſh, to the poor belonging to it. He was in other re- 
ſpecs a great benefactor. He gave twenty pounds toward repairing the cauſe- 
way; built a new cage; contributed twenty pounds. to the repairs of the 
bridge ; glazed the chancel ; built a new pulpit ; and gave a ſet of chimes. 

Three pounds per annum were, by an anonymous benefactor, made over 
to the miniſter of St, Lawrence, out of a cloſe in Great Hampton. 

Nicholas Field, gent. deceaſed, gave, by his will dated February 6, 1679, 
twenty ſhillings per annum out of ſome land in Eveſham; to be diſtributed 
weekly in bread to the poor of this pariſh. |. 

Leonard Fryer, gent. gave, by will, fifty-two pounds per annum, —_ 
out of three tenements in Eveſham, to be diſtributed in bread to the poor of 
St, Lawrence, viz. one ſhilling in bread to each N perſon that attends di- 
vine ſervice, * 

Seven ſhillings — two-pence per annum were made over to this pariſh, 
by ſome anonymous benefactor ; PO SR TENT FA WP AP fer. 
out of a piece of land in Eveſham.  __. 3 I”. 


The church-wardens for the time being, viz. Thomas Langston and Jokn 
C The date is 1722. 


The names of the incumbents of theſe pariſhes, as far as they can be pro- 
a 7 . cured, 
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CHAPEL OF ALL SAINTS. 


7 Patrons. 1 oF > Incumbents, 5. 
Henry MI. | Robert Whils; cl. 8 
Charles Hl. te Meth A. M. 3 Auguſt, 1663. 
Anne Regina. Juin Mitchell, cd, 21 Auguſt, L707 
George I. Nathaniel Nicholls, cl. 11 Nov. 1724. 
| Jom Ballard, i December, 1726, 
George II. William Burchinſhaw, A. M. 4 July, 1735+ 


Edward Thornes, cl. 15 March, 1736. 
Dua Jones, cl. 24 September, 1750. 
George 2 . 15 April, 176g. 


CHAPEL. or $T. LAWRENCE. 


By licoenes ofthe Vn G Thomas Twitly, 8. T. B. 13 Nov. 1639. 
James Littleton, | — cl. * M. 3 Avgait, 1663. 


Not many yards to the ſouth of All Saints ſtand the venerable remains of 
the above-mentioned chapel ; formerly likewiſe an appendage to the Abbey. 
In its original ſtate it muſt have been an edifice of great beauty : though there 
is little doubt but that the great eaſtern window, as well as the chapel on the 
fouth fide, were not added till immediately before the demolition of the great 


church. The date of its erection, or at leaſt its conſecration, is aſcertained 
by 


en eee ee ee gs 
South and North Littletons, and Offenham, from the ordinary of the dioceſe, ſo ſtrenuouſly contended 
for while in the monk poſſeſſion, ſtill continvęs. The legality, of this exemption, was conteſted, 
in the year 1387, by biſhop Freake ; and a paper, copcerniing it was by him drawn up, which may 
be found in Dr. TS OO 
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by a memorandum inſerted in the former part of this work.“ We there read 
that on Sunday, the 15th of the kalends of January, 1295, the church of St. 
Lawrence was dedicated by the biſhop of St. Aſaph ; who ſeems to have had 
much buſineſs of this kind upon his hands, at that period. There is however 
in this church an air of much lefs antiquity than in All Saints, which can only 
be accounted for by the many fubſequent reparations it has undergone. It 
is not very long fince that a brief was procured: for its renovation; and the 
contributions amounting to near fix hundred pounds, the northern fide was 
entirely rebuilt; the ſeparation that formed the aifle on that'fide removed; 
a ne roof erected: the windows. glazed ;- and every thing ſet in order for 
immediate uſe, But by ſome unaccountable fatality, all now is in ruin again; 


the glaſs all broken; and the pavement entirely torn up. except in the cha- 


pel. We are informed by Habington that there were two chapels here, one 
at the upper end of each aiſle: hut only one now remains. The reparation 
of the north ſide probably cauſed the entire removal of the other. What a 
later reſpectable hiſtorian tells us concerning this church, viz. that it is uſed 
only as a place of burial for poor perſons, who die of the ſmall-pox or 
any other contagious diſtemper, is entirely without foundation ; and ſeems 


_ TRE nnn ſuggeſt. 


e $2 the greetveladowt 
is ninety-ſix feet. The breadth, including the aiſle, about fifty-four. This 
fingle aiſle is ſeparated from the body by ſeven arches, of very beautiful, 
though certainly not very ancient architecture ; over which were once four- 


3 ” 


teen ſmall windows, of a ſimilar form, but now cloſed. up. Over the north 


entrance is the figure of a lamb, well executed, but doubtleſs brought from 
ſome other ſituation: all that fide, as before obſerved, being of very modern 
date. Both this church and All Saints have ſpires ſtill ſtanding; but theſe, 
particularly that belonging to this ediſice, are in a ſtate to endanger a paſſer- 
by on every powerful gale of wind. The ſpire of St. Lawrence, though not 
lofty, may be recommended to a curious obſerver, as a ſpecies of NY 


Gak.has not 46 . its counter-part in the whole kingdom. 
3 % „ 1 * 1 4 , P. 103+ \ 
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| The chapel of Clement Lichfield, in the ſouth aiſle, is of ſmall fize, (about © 


cighteen feet by fixteen,)-but of ſuch elegance and delicacy of conſtruction 
as à verbal deſcription would but imperfectly convey to the reader's imagina- 
tion. I muſt therefore refer him to' the plate; which very faithfully and 


minutely repreſents all its tracery, and fret-work ornaments. The fame 


eulogium may be paſſed on the eaſtern window of this church, of which alſo 


r 5 1 * 
:b | 
There is nothing elſe worthy much notice in this church, if we except its 


| benden fant, and a ſort of arched vault, or charnel-houſe at the eaſt end: 


but, as in a former inſtance, Heb tas HS 
e e Moan ee e 1. 1 

In the bd a the a window, 4 is as e * 
the next, France and England quartered. In the higheſt north window of 
— RTE CO in the habit of 


. 


to th gn pane of te bach window of the north pa. — Ani 
eagle diſplayed Argent. Here,” fays my author, © it wanteth ſomewhat ; 
for this ſhould be (I think) Nets tat In the laſt pane : Gules three 
cups covered Or, for Boteler, in m en wingow- of the me pet: *Orate 


8 n OE I: 


l 
4 


A u worth window of the bath t We ond? Gules a fete beteten ir 
ctoßlets Or, quartering chequy Or and Azure a chevron Ermine. In ano- 


| mn except one quarter for France. 


1 
* 
* 
bs Zof 
= 


ow of every ous of the ants 


| In the higheſt ſouth window of the body of the ur Barry wary of fix 
Argent 


„ This plate is the firſt produRtion; in its kind, ae Eons e, 


engraved on it. If unpatroniſed and unprotected talents have any claims upon the public, thoſe 


of this young perſon may ſurely be recommended to it. All the drawiags for this work, moſt of 
them of incomparable beauty and exaftneſs, were performed by him, and well deſerve the inſpec- 


* 


ABBOT LITCHFIELD's CHAPEL 


the CHURCH of S LAWRENCE 


* 


% 


- 


John Agg. 


To CHARLE 8 WELCH Eq." a Liberal cupporter of this Work. Thus Plate & humbly dedicated. by Jus moet humble Servant 


. 


1 
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Argent and Sable. In the firſt window of the ſouth aiſle: Azure a chain in 
a chevron with a lock Or, the Abbey arms. In the ſecond ſouth window: 
Paly of fix Argeat and Azure 6 chovron Remine, ſupported byino eagles Or. 


The more modern inſcriptions on grave-ſtone are moſtly torn up or de 
faced. In the chapel only are ſome inſcriptions, ſtill viſible, com 
ſeveral perſons of the family of Field. A gentleman of that family now re- 
fides at Eveſham, who has authentic documents to prove that, ſoon after the 
diſſolution, a conſiderable quantity of land, and above thirty tenements, 
lying north of the Abbey-fite, were by James I. granted to an anceſtor of 
the ſame name, then in high office at court.—By this gentleman was the firſt 
hint of undertaking this work ſuggeſted to its author : — a hint which the 
— C —  ———— — — 
fluous, in the public eſtimation, © -—©- Ae. 


* 2 


The church of r. Peter in Beagwerth will not long detain the reader. Tt 
s a large, irregular, and plain, but ancient edifice ; ornamented with few 
monuments of note. There is reaſon to ſuppoſe that on the ſame fpot or 
near it, a more ancient church once ſtood erected: by. earl Legfric, and dedi- 
_ cated to the holy Trinity. A memorandum in the Abbey appendix* makes 
mention of ſuch an edifice, as well as of the coltly manner in which it was 
decorated: and it would be difficult to aſſign any other ſituation for it. There 
is moreover a tradition, ſtill current, that the church was originally dedicated 
to the Trinity, Habington has not neglected this church: but gives, in his 
PPP + mop dacken; omar. gapmaomaerrmrer3 


GC i: Gules a feſſe between fix martlets Or. 


On the other fide :. Or a chevron Gules and quartering Ermine. f | 
| | = 


ee 18g. 
+ The vattice muſt tot be confdered us reſpontible for the correfinels of all theſe heraldic no- 


tices: being utterly ignorant of the ſcience. All be could do has been to copy the MS, notes of 
and ſometimes compare them with Dr. Naſh's printed extracts from them. Theſe lat- 


| ter extracts do not bowever extend to this church. 


240 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE: 


In the caſt window of the ſouth aiſle: OR mus PIG 
are S664, 


In the wt nies of the ſouth aiſle: * per chevron — 3 
Gules, three cups covered Or. Im the ſame window Se RY — 
| — — benefactors. - 


Gems wiit x nartbcammatent of Mr. Thomas Watſon, hat 
Eveſham, and a free-holder of that place. He was a conſiderable benefactor, 
and died 1361, — This ſtill remains; to which, at different PO the fol- 
1 monuments have been added. 


Eaſt oy of the north aiſle : — Mrs. Frances Watſon, November 20, 1727, 
aged eighty. And her couſin, —Mrs. T homazine Watſon, December 6, 1737, 


a ged eighty- one. 


In the ſouth aiſle is a very ſplendid, but ** taſteleſs monument + of 
marble, erected to the memory of om Deacle, Eſq. of whom farther mention 
will be made. Much coſt and labour have here been laviſhed in vain. 
Though even the lace-work of the cravat, and the fur on the alderman's 
robe are moſt minutely worked, yet the effect of the whole is heavy and ſpirit- 
leſs to a remarkable degree. — This worthy man, who was an alderman of 
London, and roſe to great wealth from the loweſt poſſible ſtation, gave by 
will in 1706, the ſum of two thouſand pounds to endow a free-ſchool at 
Bengworth ; for teaching, clothing, and putting' out apprentice thirty poor 
boys. Fifty ſhillings per annum were reſerved out of this donation to pur- 
chaſe bread, on every Sabbath, for twelve of the pooreſt inhabitants'of this 
pariſh, who were daily to frequent prayers at the ſchool-houſe. 


On the front of the gallery are many other benefactions ſpecified, Moſt 
of theſe are, as Bengworth forms a part of the Borough, the ſame as were be- 
fore noticed in All Saints. One or two additional donations, appropriated 
entirely i this periſh, my be briefly mentioned. 


Andrew 
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Andrew Ordway, by will, gave im 1 712 twenty thittines per annum vat of 
a houſe in r eg oy . tat paruth ; wr Tp ext —_— 
overſeers. 5 mon ener goutvirh bog 

Jh Martin, dy eh Da Neben i 1715. gave, out e ws 
a meſfuage and ſome lands in Hampton Parva, ten pounds per annum te a 
pious and orthodox miniſter of the church of England chat ſhall undertake to 
read prayers, preach, and catechiſe in the 2 n of 3 8 
three poumds to the poor of the above par. 197 

Mrs. Frances Watſon, by will dated September 7, 1 'FY gave p 
pounds; of which the intereſt was to be laid out in bread, and weekly dif- 
tributed to the poor of e at, the diſcretion of the t viiniſter and 
church-wardens, JOACIE Ae e. 

George, Gardner gave, by will, fifty pounds e 
be diſtributed among aged perſons of this pariſh h were unable to wk. 
Mrs. Thomazine Watſon gave, by will of the date of September 2, 1737, 

the ſum of one hundred and fifty; pounds ; the intereſt of which ſum Was 
yearly to be diſtributod in the following manner: to thirds to the miniſter 
of the pariſh, and the remaining third part to be weekly diſtributed in bread 
to ſuch of the poor as hall attend divinerſervice—This has fer hann li 
—— AOIOE n amn. 


The very accurate view which ks _ inſerted of the tower will #7 
much farther notice of it ſuperfluous. Its ornaments, as may be ſeen by 
the plate, are in a good taſte, and uniform in the two trants, The fides, as 
having probably been once connected with. or in ſome meaſure hidden by 
adjacent buildings, have, to a certain height, been more neglected. The 

open-work of the battlements on the top, with their annexed pinnacles, is 
remarkably light and elegant. The whole height is about one hundred and 
ſeventeen feet, on a baſe of about twenty-two feet ſquare. It was certainly 
the intent of the architect to have raiſed this building conſiderably higher. 
This is apparent not only from the general form of the tower, rather dow 
in proportion to its breadth, bit alfo from the fiying buttreſſes; which are 
ſeldom, as in the preſent caſe, carried quite to the fummit, The whole 
Ii edifice 
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edifice has an appearance as freſh: as if erected within the preſent century 
which may, in part, be accounted ſor by its being much ſheltered; from the 
weſterly winds and driving rains from that quarter. There is a peal of "eight 
large bells in it; but the biggeſt of them is too deep, almoſt by half a tone, 
for the reſt. ö — 
ornament to hols nice. tuo wtf 8 . 


This tower had, as we are informed by Leland, 4 be FR bell at t fir 
ſet up in it, which is ſuppoſed to have continued there till the reſtoration. 


About that period the townſmen who had purchaſed the tower, joining to- 


gether, took the bells out of all the ſteeples, and melted them down into the 
preſent peal. There was, prior to this, another bell-tower belonging to the 
Abbey, but its exact fituation cannot now be known. This more ancient 
tower, as we read in Leland's collections, was repaired in the ſeventh 7 
of ure L __ co vega! n fell _— _ SUCH 

The towns hall, n ed e is 3 a e 
1 and well-built, too plain and unornamented to demand very parti- 
cular attention. In the apartment above, which is a handſome room, an 
aſſembly is held throughout the winter ſeaſon, and a court of record every 


Tueſday. All trials, both on civil and criminal cauſes, are alſo held here; 


the Rong for trying the latter of which has not been either openly or 
| _ tacitly 


: 


I have been informed that this tower was left unfiniſhed at the difſolution; and was not cum 
pletely covered-in till long after that period. But beſides that the ornaments on the top ſeem per» 
ſectly cangenial to the reſt of the fabric, the circumſtance of the great bell, recorded by Leland 
and mentioned above, appears entirely to overthrow this ſuppoſition. — The probability is, that a 
F Mo Res RY progreſs 


1 


: Sf hd a dn dan e ee 
_ geſtion of Browne Willis. That of the biggeſt bell is 1631;—in the mayoralty of Edward Cugley, 
and the early part of the reign of Charles I. c 
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tacitly reſigned, or even ſuſpended : though n 
of late years has, * r e eee 5 7 
Meme 5 and 01-4 M in rid 0} -, 

In this Borough” We nn —— 
worth. Of the former but few particulars can be gleaned. We only know 
that it was endowed originally by Cement Lichſiell, whoſe” name is engraved 
over the chief entrance, with ſome good carved work, and the uſuat ** Orate, 
xc.“ We alſo know that Eyford, in the pariſh of ' Slaughter,” ivy Glouceſter- 
ſhire, was once appropriated to the inſtruction of the youth of Eveham;' and 
probably belonged to this very foundation. At the time the other revenues 
of the Abbey were ſeized by Henry VIII. this'alfo was alienated from it. But 
with the fame” ſimulation of juſtice by which he was willing to'ſkreen his 
avaricious views, when, out of the immenſe revenues of religions houſes, 
he ſcantily endowed a few new biſhopricks, this ſchool was ſoon after very 
par ſimoniouſty refounded. We find by the charter it was entirely new-model- 
led at the period this town was erected into a Borough ; and it till is entitled 
the prince of 'Wales's ſchool, from Henry, fon of James I, At preſent ten 
pounds per annum are paid to the maſter by the / auditor: — 
2 — — u—⅛i4 do 


Cee e e ee eee eee 
charity ſthools, was founded by the above-mentioned” Jom Deacle, Eſq. in the 
year 1709. In his laſt will, dated July 24, 06; à copy of which now lies 
before me, he firſt mentions his intention of ſettling a free - ſchool in Beng- 
worth, his native place, for the education of thirty of the pooreſt boys in that 
pariſh. * If not ſo many of that defcription there, the number to be ſupplied 
out of "Eveſham. The nomination of theſe boys in the church-wardens and 
oer een eee 3 rr 
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+ eee Ip. 212, eee eee eee eee 
of trying arid executing for capital offences was transferred to the county aſſine. The privilege, I 
underſtand, remains. in full force, though ſeldom of late made uſe of. Some account of the laſt 
OG accord. 
work, 


ehre 
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No more than ten boys from Eogham, at one time, to be admitted. The 
age of admiſfion not leſs than eight, or more than ten. To accompliſh this 
' his laudable intention, he directs his executors to diſburſe the ſum of two 
lumdred pounds within fix months aſter his deceaſe, in building a convenient 
ſchoci-honſe: provided the chapel adjoining to Bengwarth. church could not 
be acquired for that purpoſe. Moreover, within the ſpace of two years af- 
ter his deceaſe. to lay out the ſum of tuo thouſand pounds in the purchaſe of 
lands and tenements of the yearly: value of one hundred pounds, for the en- 
dowment. of the ſchool; -conveying. this land, as well as the ſchool- houſe and 
ground om which it ſhould be built, to the Draper 's company in London and 
their ſucceſſors. in ir. Out of this yearly ſum, twenty pounds annually were 
to be paid to the maſter for teaching to read, write, and caſt accounts, and 
for reading prayers, daily morning and evening, in the ſchool. Fifty ſhillings 
were to be allotted to the poor of the pazith, in a weekly allowance of, bread. 
Fifty more to the repains of the ſchool-houſe. Thirty-four pounds annually to 
be expended in clothing the boys, in the following manner: — Each a veſt 
of blue kerſey woollen cloth, with a petticoat of yellow cloth. One blue 
cap; now (injudicioully E think,] exchanged for a common hat. Two ſhirts, 
two pair of ſhoes, and two of ſtockingg. Twenty-fwe pounds, annually, were 
farther allotted to the putting out four of theſe boys apprentices to ſome 
honeft trade; recommending two of them to the. corporation of Exeſbam, 
and two others to the care of the Draper s company. Five pounds, yearly, 
to be enpended in bibles, n The reſidue 


c le note. except in fome 
| few infitnces, had the ill fate of being pervested from. its-original intent, like 
— mol other benefactions of the kind. It was, for ſome time however, con- 
kderably neglected: the Draper's company refuſed to act as truſtees, and even 
the houſe was not built till ſeveral years had elapſed, In conſequence of a 
petition from the principal inhabitants of the place, dated November 13. 
1727, to the cxremturs, and by the fubſequent care of the miniſters of the 
pariſh, Arne am ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding good ſchool-houſe was built; and all proper Ar yt ai 
mmm CHOOSE = | 


four ee eee ——— now in 
Evehham ; where the diſſenters have increaſed, and ftill, it is faid, do increaſe 
in a greater proportion than a ſtaunch friend to the eſtabliſmment would with. 
It is pity ſome expedient cannot be deviſed to render poſſible an union with 
ſuch of theſe ſectaries as are more moderate in their opinions, and deviate 
leaſt in efſential doctrines, The good effects of fuch a coalition muſt,-I fup- 
poſe, be obvious to all parties. But fo great, unhappuly, is the perverſeneſs 
of our common nature, eſpecially in matters of this kind, that no advances 
could be eaſily deviſed by one party, that would not be with ſcorn rejected 
by the other: —and thus, as is ſomewhere obſerved by Swift, it would be of 
fall uſe to widen the portal, when ſo many would obſtinately refuſe to en- 
ter it ; n n RPRRn. 


Wü omg Olasdne monidthe duns deat, Gum üe nb ie ed 
in his account of the manufactures, &c. of this place, did any ſuch. in re- 
ality, exiſt. But there is nothing at preſent that can even be claſſed under 
this head, if we except only a large oil-mill erected on the Avon, northward 
of the town. The uſes and ſtructure of this machine are too well known for 
any deſcription to afford much pleafure or infiruction. — A ſingular event 
happened however lately at this mill, which may not be quite umvorthy no- 
' tice, It exhibits, in a very ſtriking light, the eifeci that fanaticiim fometimes 
works on uneducated. minds. I have heard (it thould not. be conceated,) this 
affair differently accounted for :— but the cauſe firlt aſſigned ſeems the only 
one, except inſanity, powerful enough to produce ſo dreadful an effect. 


Not long fince a man of the lower claſs entered this mill, and ſeemed to 
obſerve its operations with much curioſity, and filent attention. The large 
pendent beams that, by repeated ſtrokes on the wedges below, ſerve to preſs 
the oil from the ſeed, appeared, moſt of all the machinery, to excite his 
wonder and approbation. After looking on for ſome time, he ſeized a mo- 

+” ment 
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ment when the eyes of the workmen were otherwiſe engaged, and ſuddenly 
drawing a ſharp axe from under his clothes, at the inſtant one of theſe beams 
was ſuſpended to ſtrike, he laid his hand acroſs the wedge ; and, holding the 
axe over it, the beam with one blow; ſevered it from his arm, at the wriſt, 
Hie had, with moſt aſtoniſhing precaution, , furniſhed himſelf with a dreffing 
for the ſtump ; and, haſtening away to a medical. perſon in Eveſham, defired 
him to apply it. It was found tolerably well ſuited to the purpoſe ; but of 
rather too coarſe and clumſy a texture to be willingly employed by the ope- 
rator.— The arm was dreſſed with a better apparatus; and the man departed, 
little daunted by the adventure, but PP — to — Wang 
rage and nnn WE 8 

Diſterent motives are | affigned 1* the ſtrange reſolution this man thus 
ſtrangely put in execution. One, and that the moſt probdble, is that he had 
committed ſome action which, after the commiſſion, didmot entirely approve 
itſelf to his conſcience: and thus wreſting a well-known text in ſcripture 
from its original intention, and applying it to his own caſe, he thought he 
could not make a more ſuitable atonement than by ridding himſelf of the 
| offending member. Whatever the cauſe, the effect was certainly an extraor- 
dinary one. The reader will probably recollect ſome other narratives (how 
far real it is not eaſy to determine,) of nearly the fame import. This how- 
ever is exactly true in every circumſtance. Related to the author by many 
perſons of this town, all agreeing in the main circumſtances of the fact, it 
was afterwards confirmed by the ſurgeon who dreſſed the wound ; who had 
every particular from the man himſelf, ——_— —— information 
al e eee rg 20g 4 
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EMINENT PERSONS WHO HAVE BEEN BORN AT, OR 8 
| RESIDED IN, EVESHAM. 15 


AVING thus conducted the reader mee what may be entitled the 
modern antiquities of this place, it will be ſome ſatisfaction to remount, 

for a time, to its real and genuine archzology : in giving ſome farther ac- 
count of thoſe abbots, or other monaſtics, who were eminent either for their 
munificence, their wiſdom, or their virtue, The materials afforded us for 
this undertaking are, «though entirely new to the public, yet often both mi- 
nute and trifling.*® The addition of a cope, a cheſable, or embroidered veſt- 
ment to the Abbey-ſtock, is ſometimes the whole they will furniſh. But on 
ſuch information, when drawn from authentic ſources, and noted down by 
antiquity itſelf, a true antiquary will fix his eye with ſatisfaction. Nor will, 
it is hoped, a common reader regard it without ſome degree of approbation, 
when he finds theſe minute tranſactions aſcribed to characters of diſtinguiſhed 


Next after the founder, of whom what ſcanty particulars antiquity could: 
furniſh have already been given, Ailfward, who was made abbot by Ethelred: 
II. in 1014, was one of the beſt and moſt active of theſe monaſtic rulers ;' 
a great improver of the condition of his convent ; and a very learned and 
virtuous man. By his exertions was the inſatiable Godwin finally expelled 
from the monaſtery, and all its poſſeſſions recovered. He was probably a 
Dane by extraction, being related to Canute the great ; and when the latter 
W r ene. e was made by him biſhop of London. = 

— from ave of the Abbey Regen in the Murum, and were reſerved 
for this part of the work as the fitteſt place for minute hiſtory. 
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did not however deſert his convent. At his entreaties, Canute preſented 
the Eveſhem monaſtery with the valuable relics of St. Wyſtan, and alſo with 
a black cheſable of the moſt coſtly ſort, witk all its appending ornaments. 
Ailfward himſelf purchaſed'for his convent the relies of St. Odulfus, which 
ſome traders in that commodity were, at that time, carrying to London for 
ſale. Theſe relics which, in the preſent. times, we ſhould ind it difficult 
to diſpoſe of at an equal price with broken glaſs or ruſty iron, even to the 
manufacturers of hartſhorn, were doubtleſs, in theſe early periods, valued at 
an exorbitant rate. The remains of the two ſaints afterward occupied two 
magnificent ſhrines in the Abbey church, and ſtill. in all likelihood; lie by- 
cried in its ruins. This abbot however gave what was much better. many 
books both of divinity and grammar to his monaſtery, the names of which 
the encroachments of the biſhop af the diaceſe, and, as already mentioned 
in the beginning of this work, ſuſt obtained that a monk of this houſe ſhould 
be created dean of the whole vale of Eveftam, with independent juriſdiction 
over it. Aiffaunrd died 6 kalends of Auguſt, in pc gs mn. 


. 6.19614, 449th 44 
A 


ebene ene e nee eg — — 
ae Lander 40 Ailfeard in eſſential qualifications, and in perſonal ac- 
quirements was far ſuperior to him, He was ſkilled in maſt of the ſme arts, 
if they could then be called ſo, and, which is ſingular enough, was the beſt 
goldfmith in the kingdom. He began and lived to finiſh, fays the regiſter, 
a much finer, and more elaborately-conſiructed church than that which 
Eveſham before poſſeſſed: but it ſeems more probable he only completed that 
which Ofward began about one hundred years before. He built a ſhrine for 
St. Egwin of gold ſet with precious ſtones, of which the ſame regiſter relates 
a circumſtance I am almoſt afraid to record, ſo much does it reſemble the fic- 
tions of enchantment :— That in this ſhrine three jewels were 10 placed as to 
throw a rung light over great part of the church. This excellent lapidary 
alſo formed ſhrines for the remains of St. Odulfus, and St. Credan one of the 
former abbots. He wrote and illuminated with his own hand a miſſal, and a 
large pſattery ; and performed many other uſeful and elegant works of the 
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ſame kind. After ſome time, falling into a lingering illneſs, he reſigned his 
charge to the verſatile Egeluin, who, ſays the regiſter, appointed two perſons 
of high eſtimation in the convent, with ſeveral inferior ſervants, to attend 
his benefactor: frequently himſelf viſiting him with great reſpect and humble 
veneration ; nor, while Manns was alive, I CINIEEGET . 


Eveſham, though he acted in all reſpects as ſuch. 


With this Egelwin, his worthy ſucceſſor, we W made ſome ac- 
quaintance, and ſeen how he contrived to joſtle his neighbours out of their 
ns. All was however for the good of the church, and the monks fail 

not to heap on him the higheſt encomiums. Several other inſtances are given 
of this man's dexterity in temporal affairs, - which ſtiew that his abilities were 
extenſively employed, and that he often acted both as a kind of counſel, and 
even as a judge, in matters that did not concern his own convent. His be- 
nefactions to the Abbey, (if thoſe can be called ſuch which were probably 
drawn from its own revenues,) were very conſiderable. He gave it. veſt- 
ments, of all the various kinds; a large croſs; and an altar beautifully inlaid 
with gold and filver. He alſo built a very handſome chapel, and dedicated 
it to St. Nicholas. A large wax-taper was by him appointed to burn all night 
on the principal feſtivals. At the time he was made abbot there were only 
twelve monks: this number he enlarged to thirty-fix ; and, by his dextrous 
management in acquiring new lands and poſſeſſions, he was better able to ſup- 
port them all, than his predeceſſors had been to provide for the former li- 
mited number. He died 22 kalends of March, 1077, and is ſaid to have 


left a large ſupply of 5 building a new church. 


e ene eee eee eee 
learned and able man. William the firſt was by no means deficient in judg- 
ment and diſcriminatioꝶ of character; and though he took ſufficient care to 
diſplace all the Saxon p ſoon as poſſible, he always provided them 
ſucoeſſors of great worth and ability. It is indeed the higheſt compliment to 
Egelwin's good management and- ſkilful trimming, that he preſerved his ſtation 
ſo long aſter the conqueſt. This Walter, with the money Egelwin had left, 


mee church, as far as the tranſept, excepting 
K k the 
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the tower; in which laſt he proceeded no farther than the ſupporting arches, 
and the firſt ſtory. He made a vineyard on the other fide of the water, 
Many books were by him given to the convent. On the other hand the 
monks complain that both Walter, and his ſucceſſor Robert, much. enriched 
their relations and dependants W . e er 


kalends of February, 1086. 


| Reginald, who bens bench Ae 1122, was a great builder, His 
predeceſſor Mauricius had juſt erected what, was, at the time the regiſter was 
written, called the old chapter-houſe, a dormitory, and a locutory, with a 
chapel dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, annexed. Reginald added to theſe 
a ſtrong wall ſeparating the Abbey from the town. Of the former erections 
even the fite is, at preſent, a deſideratum: the latter, in ſome meaſure, ſtill 


exiſts, He continued Walter's: labours, and ' proceeded to build the nave of 


the great church. The old refectory, another more. regular locutory, with 
a chapel annexed to it, a hall with a chamber over- it for the reception. of 
gueſts, and the great kitchen were part of his labours. He made alſo the 
great croſs, and built a magnificent roof, or tabernacle,” over the ſhrine of 
the founder. He gave two thuribles, or cenſors, and two large candleſticks 
of filver gilt. He cauſed to be founded (as was before mentioned,) the 
two great bells Benedict, and his compeer ; and the ſmall bells Glouceſter, and 
his compeer. But it would be tedious,” even to the minuter antiquary, to 
relate all the benefactions, or, as the monks call ther, as of this 


abbot. — — 1 * 


Adam, the next abbot excepting one, was at leaſt ava benefactor ; 


and the good monks have been at leaſt equally minute in their gratitude to 


him. His firſt care was to finiſh the elaborate ſhrine of St. Egwin ; to make 
an aquaduct, and a lavatory; in the completion of which much money was 
expended, and ſeveral benefactors contributed; He alſo founded the two 
biggeſt bells Jeſus, and Glorigfts; furniſhed'a red cope embroidered with the 
figures of birds in gold, and a variety of other ecclefiaſtical ornaments. A 
new teſtament, and the old one with a'commentary, were among his acquiſi- 
tions of this kind. He built a large granary, - a bake-houſe, the old in- 
del. 7 firmary 
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firmary where now is the abbot's chamber, and a private dormitory. The 


grange at Offenham, ſeveral other houſes there, together with the fiſh-pools, 

the apartment adjacent to the infirmary, and the reading-deſk in the chap- 
ter-houſe are all of his performance. He finiſhed the cloiſter begun by the 
abbots Mauritius and Reginald, and completed the nave. of the church, by the 
affiſtance of the dean of Wells, and other well-diſpoſed perſons. The Abbey 
was by him enriched and beautified by a great number of glaſs windows, 
in almoſt every part. He purchaſed two hides of land at Newenkam for one 
hundred marks, from a perſon called de Watteville. Here the regiſter con- 
firms what was before faid of his having made the cup which was, by his ſuc- 
ceſſor, paid in ranſom of Richard I. But this, 8s was then obſerved, could 
not have been purpoſely done without the gift of preſcience ; and therefore 
was not a circumſtance worth recording. This abbot acquired to his office 
the privilege of wearing all the epiſcopal ornaments; excepting the ring; and 
obtained a favourable decree from the pope concerning the independent ju- 
riſdiction of the Abbey. He appointed that a large wax-light ſhould. burn 
perpetually before the great altar, and the tombs of the ſaints. On this 
account,” (ſays the old record,) although the former abbots were very re- 
ligious and well diſpoſed perſons, this abbot is ſaid above all of them to have 
n eee ͤ— —-—-— 1191» | 


— Aon did nothing, as was formerly obſerved, but 
Aiſcompoſe the order; but his ſucceflor Randulf, prior of Worceſter, ſet every 
thing again to rights. He gave the profits of Binfon (which I did not, from 
the information derived from -Habington's papers, before ſuppoſe had con- 
tinued ſo long with the Abbey,) to the uſes of the infirmary. So many cir- 
cumſtances have been related of this abbot, both in the ſhort ſketch 
already given of his life, and in his paper of inſtitutes, that it will be ſuper- 
ſſuous to dwell much larger on his actions. Some curious veſtments he ac- 
quired ſhall be briefly enumerated. He furniſhed the church of Eveſham with 
three beautiful copes; one of white filk embroidered with gold; a cheſable 
of the ſame make; another cope of red ſatin figured with horſes of gold and 
griffins; and # third of green ſatin with figures of angels bearing cenſors, of 
We 8 and 1e flowers. He procured alſo a flole, with a maniple of 

Kke purple 
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purple filk fringed with gold; a dalmatica, and a pall, all interwoven with 
gold. To theſe were added a paſtoral ſtaff of very rich workmanſhip. - This 
ſhewy abbot bought alſo a very large ring to be worn at-maſs, a mitre, and 
another ſtill richer cope of embroidered ſatin, with the figures of angels bear- 
ing cenſors, and of griffins in gold. But to this ſinery there is no end. One 
more ſet of veſtments alone ſhall be noticed, which ſeem to exceed all the 
reſt, He furniſhed for the chapel of St. Mary a cheſable of red ſatin ſpotted 
with golden ftars, and two ſtoles, with maniples of golden fringe and ſilver 
bells appending to it; one of which is in the chapel of the bleſſed Mary, and 
the other kept in the treaſury. Of table furniture, this abbot provided for 
the refectory a magnificent ſilver cup, and another de mazere ;* together with 
many filver ſpoons, and other utenſils. He bought alſo a receptacle for the 
euchariſt; two large ſilk cuſhions ; and made three abbot's ſeats. He dug a 
fiſn- pool at Ombreſleye, another at Honeyborne, and built a mill thereon, and 
a dove-houſe on its fide. The three mills of Qffenham, Hampton, and-Wike- 
wane were made by him; as alſo the fiſh-pool of Bradewell; with its mill. At 
Eveſham, the ſecond and third fiſn- pool were his work : for the firſt is of very 

ancient date. He built the manor-houſe of Ombreſleye, with its dove - cote, 
and the houſe of Honeyborne. The granges of Millarſche, of Aldynton, of 
Whykewane, of Eveſham, and of Lenchwyk, were much improved by this abbot. 
After building fix mills on the manors belonging to the abbots, inſtead of 
their tithes, he granted to the almoner the whole profits of that at Aldynton, 
which he had purchaſed himſelf. More of this minute hiſtory is retailed to 
us in the regiſter; — IP APN; jo 
This abbot died 16 kalends. of e. donne N 


Win bree e the eien Ude ü ty e we are 
already well acquainted; though ſeveral particulars are recorded of him in 
this regiſter which the paper, before inſerted, does not contain. None of 
_ are however en —_ to merit a place here. 


Ot Rickard le Gris Helle is mentioned. but bees eee nde 


church x cope of Saracen work, 20 that 
the 


1 > This term frequently cnduny/but I do not underiand it 
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the great church was dedicated: in his time, A. D. 1239; and that he was 


7 AN EO TEETER 0 
3 1240. 


The next abbot, Thomas de Glouver, was "_ deficient in the purchaſe of 
copes, kc; all which are in the regiſter minutely deſcribed: as above. His 
ſucceſſor Henry appears to have undertaken a much better taſk: — to: get rid 
of a troubleſome debt the convent had incurred; partly, no doubt, through 

the extravagance of former abbots in the purchaſe of theſe very ornaments. 
He bought many farms, and applied their profits to uſetul purpoſes ;., aſlign- 
ing all the offerings made to the holy croſs at Eveſham to the ſupport and 
reparation of the church. A curious deed concerning an aſſignment of the 
ſame kind may be found in a former part of this work.“ Fifty ſhillings per 
annum were ſet apart by this man, out of an eſtate he had bought of one 
Radulf de Bretforton, io the ſupport of a chaplain, to pray daily for pardon 
of the convent's negligences in celebrating divine ſervice. Of this deed the 
title only is inſerted in the Abbey appendix ;| but the purport of it might in- 
duce one to ſuppoſe the turbulence of the times had begun to affect the 
diſcipline of the convent, which ſuffered a total interruption by the ſubſe- 
quent events. This abbot gave many veſtments, of which I will give a ſhort 
ſpecimen. Ho furniſhed three copes, one of red filk, worked by hand with 
white doves and lilies of gold, and another made of Baudekin, with golden 
ſcallops and lily-flowers of red filk. A third of red fatin, which the chap- 
lains of the abbot uſe when he himſelf is dreſſed for the altar. He acquired 
moreover two cheſables; one of red filk, alſo worked by hand with white 
doves in the hinder part, and another of white Baudekin, with birds of gold, 
having their beaks of violet - coloured filk, — There is more of this in the 
regiſter, but with ſo little variety, that it may be omitted without much loſs 


to the reader. Henry died in November, 1263. 


In the following year happened the battle of Lewes, quickly ſucceeded by 
this: of Beam. This latter event ſeems to have disjointed every thing in 
this Abbey, which remained without a ruler for about three years, —Leaving 


therefore 


* Page 120. 
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therefore theſe abbots for a time, let us advert to ſeveral of the monks whs 
lived about this period, mmm FrWPL- 2 
nn. . | 


The firſt, in order of time, is Walter Odington, a monk of Eveſham, who 
was very remarkable for his profound knowledge in muſic, aſtronomy, and 
mathematics in general, in the early part of the thirteenth century. Stevens, 
in his Supplement, has very abſurdly diſunited the two names of this man, 
and ſpeaks of Walter and Odington as two diſtin perſons, both however 
monks of this houſe. We may ſafely reunite theſe two factitious perſonages, 
and apply what he ſays of both to this monk alone. Walter monk of 
Eveſham, a man of a facetious wit, who applying himſelf to literature, leſt 
| he ſhould fink under the labours of the day, the watching at night, and con- 
tinual obſervance of regular diſcipline, uſed at ſpare hours to divert himſelf 
with the decent and commendable diverſion of muſic, to render himſelf the 
more cheerful for other duties. Whether this application to muſic drew him 
off from other ſtudies I know not, but there appears no other work of his 
than a piece entitled — Of the Speculation of Mujic.” — Farther on, ſpeak- 
ing of Odington, as of another perſon, he informs us that he was famous in 
his time for philoſophy and mathematics, and is ſaid to have er 
bee er 1219 Wenn ds oct 


The above apology for Water's application to muſic is (a Ane 
| writer 


Fuller, in his Worthies, has an odd flight concerning this ingenious monk. — Walter of 
Eveſham was born thereabouts, and bred therein a Benedictine monk. His harmonious mind en- 
preſſed itſelf in its love of mufic, wherein he attained to great eminency, and wrote a learned book 
in that faculty. But here bitious Bale [cent. 18. num, 100.] lets fly without fear, (though not 
without ſome wit,) inveighing againſt all muſic in churches, pretending to produce a pair-royal of 
| fathers for his opinion, viz. St. Jerome calling ſuch chanting, theatrales modulos ; Gregory term- 

ing it conſuetudinem reprehenſibilem, and Athanafius flatly forbidding it the church for the vanity 
thereof, But by Bale's leave, ſuch ſpeak not againſt the decent ornament of wives, who reprove the 
gariſi attire of harlots ; the ae, not the uſe, of mulic being taxed by the fathers aforeſaid. Our 
Walter flouriſhed anno 1240,” 
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writer* on the art juſtly obſerves,) «entirely needleſs; for muſic was, and 
ſtill is, ſo much the bufineſs of a Romiſh prieſt, that to be ignorant of it dif- 
qualifies him for his profeſſion. This indefatigable, as well as elegant hiſto- 
rian, took the trouble minutely to examine the MS. production on muſic of 
this Walter, which (till. ſubſiſts in Bennet Library, at Cambridge. It will per- 
haps be ſome gratification to a muſical reader if I follow this writer through 
his reſearches concerning this old production; — confident that a lover of 
humanity will pardon an author who ſteals a few hours from unpleaſing re- 
flections on the turbulent degeneracy of the age in which we live, and Wan 
2 art that nnn 

The title of this MS. e lee ien ieee de pense dss 
The firſt page, only, has been injured by time, and ſome vacuities have been 
left by the ſcribe, which ſeem intended to have been filled up with red ink, 
The work is divided into fix books. | 


. 


The ſecond part conſiſts of eighteen chapters. The firſt of theſe is an 
eulogium on muſic, in which he deſcants on the nine Muſes and their attri- 
butes; ſpeaks of David's power over the ſpirit of Saul, by means of bis harp: 
quotes Clemens Alexandrinus, but not in Greek; and after giving the invention 
of inſtruments to Tubal, relates the manner in which Pythagoras diſcovered 
harmonical proportions by the weights of a blackſmith's hammers. Speaks 
of major and minor ſemitones, and of the Comma. He has a long chapter 
on the proportions of the major and minor thirds : here he takes occaſion to 
deſcribe the different kinds of human voices, from the ſhrill cries of the in- 
fant to the deep and dying groans of an old man ; but mentions not thoſe of 
the caftrati, Accounts for the thirds having been regarded as diſcords by the 


ancients who adhered to the proportions of Pythagoras; and ſays, that to 
pleaſe 


be. Buriey in his general Hiſtory ef Muße: EPS whole word re cler mad 
uſe of in the following account of Odington's MS, 
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pleaſe in harmony they muſt neceſſarily be. altered, or, as it was afterwards - 
called, tempered. In his ſeventeenth chapter he gives a liſt of the leſs per- 
fect double ſounds, or the concordant diſcords ; and theſe he ſays are fix ;.. the 
major and minor third; the major ſixth; the two tenths, = ors 
thirds ; and the diapaſon 2 — or eleventh. 


The third part is chiefly ſpeculative, and.confined to — 3 
the ſcale, and dividing the monochord by numbers, and giving rules for the 
proportions of organ pipes, and the caſting of bells. His chapter De Organis 

| components is manifeſtly detigned for the pacpartions of pipes in the inffrument 
called an organ,* not the organum, or ſecond voice part in diſcant, of which 
he treats ſeparately: in his laſt book. This, and his chapter. De Cymbalis | 
faciendis, or caſting of bells, are curious, and the firſt inſtructions of the kind 
that have been met with in the manuſcripts of the middle ages. The laſt * 
chapter of this book is De Tropis, by which he means the eccleſiaſtical modes, 
which he gives with their Greek names, in a literal notation. 


The fourth part concerns poetical feet and rhythras more than muſic. auer 


After this the, MS. is continued in a different and more difficult hand- 
writing, in which the abbreviations are utterly unlike the former part. Much 
practice in this way had however enabled — poo his ex- 
amination, * he thus continues: | 


Part the fifth contains eighteen chapters, which are in general very curious 
and uncommon. In one of them entitled De Signis Vocum, he gives us an 
account of the characters uſed in noting down the chanting, or plain-ſong, 
in his own times, which are totally different from thoſe which occur in any 

other author. This notation does not expreſs merely the elevation or de- 
oe of a IEG but entire intervals or ſhort paſſages, and even 
1-1 :+ Me 


* Walter alſo gives us, in this work, ſome account of the firſt introduRion of the organ into 
Europe. He ſays that * in the year 757. an inftrow£nt of this kind was frt of all ent into France 


to king Pepin, by the Greek emperor,” 


ABBEY AND BOROUGH OF EVESHAM. 257 
the inflexſons of the voice, in almoſt every ſpecies of interval, by a ſingle 
character. The terms he uſes are Functum, for a fingle note; Biſbunctum, 
for two notes deſcending ; Tripunum, for three: Biconpunttis, for five 
aſcending regularly, and again deſcending; and ſo on, in a way that cannot 
eaſily be underſtood without reference to the MS. or this hiftorian's'full and 
clear account of it. He ſpeaks afterwards of that kind of notation, the in- 
vention of which is attributed to Guido, but without mentioning that author. 
— The reſt of the book is employed in deſcribing different ſorts of ecclefiaſti- 
cal chants, and in giving rules for compoſing them. Of theſe he gives ſome 
ſpecimens which appear more florid than are uſually found in miſſals of the 
ſame period. This” (adds the hiſtorian,)-'** ſeems the moſt complete de- 
ſcription and notation of the N chant that I — — 
n we N — 0 | 


in the fixth; and laſt part, uses Cur neee e- | 
ſong ; which, ſays this author, will fill up a chaſm in the hiftory of that im- 
portant part of muſic, which has been left void by all other treatiſes I have 
been able to conſult. Here he gives rules for organizing, or muſic in parts; and 
for the compoſition of figurative muſic, — meaning, I apprehend, its meaſured 
notation. The chapters are on the following ſubjects: De Longis, Brevibus, et 
Semibrevibus; De Plicis; uot modis Longa perfetta et imperfecta dicitur ; De Paufis ; 
De Ligaturis, xc. Of all which, — PIES Wa op 
Muſic, he ſpeaks in a very ample and ſatisfactory manner. 


In one of the chapters of this laſt part, which treats of the perfect and 
imperfect modes, and their mutations, he compares muſical Times to poetical 
Feet, in a more full, cleaf, and i — n than has been done _ 


by any other 1 writer. 


The author ade in bis laſt a that he has e to fear from 
the feverity of faſtidious critics ; as his intention was not ſo much to invent 
rules of his own, as to collect the precepts and opinions of his predeceſſors. 
However, he feems to have been the firſt that ſuggeſted a ſhorter note than 


the ſemibreve; though he did not give it a form: for in the firſt chapter of 
LI he 
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the laſt bock, we have the following paſſage: I, firſt of all, have divided 
the ſemibreve into three parts, which I call minims, ſtil] retaining the figure 
of the ſemibreve, leſt I ſhould ſeem to depart from the doctrine of others,” 
— The text is much abbreviated here, and difficult to decipher 7 however, 
he certainly ſpeaks of ſmaller portions of time than the ſemibreve; of which. 
no mention being made of them in ather tracts, he ſeems to have been the 
inventor. 


The mufical examples in this tract are (as we underſtand from its able in- 
fpedor,) very incorrect, and frequently inexplicable; owing to the ignorance 
ef muſic in tranſcribers. Nut if this MS, were corrected, and ſuch of the 
examples as are recoverable, regulated and reſtored, it would be the moſt 
ample, ſatisfactory, and valuable, which the middle ages can boaft, Here 
the curious enquirer into the ſtate of muſic at this early period may diſcoves 
not anly what progreſs aur countrymen had made in the art themſelves, but 
* chief part of what was known elſewhere. 


1 have not been able to acquire any biograpbic information concerning 
this monk; not even the date of his admiffian into the monaſtery, or of his 
death. But his muſical treatiſe has been fo much extolled by the excellent 
judge 1 have juſt cited, — is of ſo early a date, and withal ſo ſcarce and in- 
acceſſible, — that it ſeemed incumbent on an hiſtorian of this Abbey to wow 
it more conſideration than is uſual in works of the preſent kind. 


* the ſame period, or rather later, there were two other monks of 
this foundation in conſiderable eſtimation for ſcience. Hugh de Eveſham was 
either a native, or monk of this place, probably both; and was accounted 
the firſt phyſician of his age. A diſpute ariſing at Rome concerning ſome me- 
dical queſtion, he was ſent for by pope Martin IV. who was ſo well ſatisfied 
with his ſkill as to create him a cardinal, in the year 1280. The Italians how- 
ever envied him his preferment; and are ſaid to have poiſoned him, about 
1287. He was busied at Rome, In the early part of his life he had paſſed 
*through the preferments of archdeasen of Worceſter, rector of Spofford in 
OY WES en: R 


Rome. 


ABBEY AND BOROUGH OF EVESHAM. #46 


Rome. Some medical and theological MSS. of his ate, according to Leland; 
ſtil] extant in the 1 at Oxford. 


Ellas de Eveſham, who flouriſhed about the ſame time, was eminent as 3 
biographer and hiſtorian. He was of good family, and expected an atfile 
patrimony : but either through ſome diſappointment in his expectations, or 
perhaps merely a love of ſtudy and retirement, he became a monk of this 
foundation. He wrote a chfonicle, and the life of Bectet; which latter work 
Leland affirms that he met with in Whitby-abbey. A perſon of the ſans 
name, and probably this very monk, is known to have been preſented; in 
the eighteenth yeat of king John, to a prebend of Hereford * 


Two other monks are mentioned by hiſtorians as of ſome eminence; con- 
fiderably after this period: but few particulars of them ate handed down to 
us. One of them is by Hearne ſuppoſed to have written the Life of Richard 
I. which that antiquary found among the Cotton MSS. and publifhed in the 
year 1729. The other, whoſe name is known to have been Joſeph, wrote d 
collection of letters; two inſipid ones of which collection er 
the end of the biographic work above-mentioned, 


By the author of the Speculum Angbrum, which ſeinis Ile Me than art 
abridgement of Fuller, another monk of this houſe is mentioned, whoſe name 
appears to have been Jom Cumin, This man betame firſt archbiſhop of Dub 
An, and was, by one of the popes, afterwards made a cardinal. No dates ot 
farther particulars are given: nor is any inſtance of his eminence in ſcience 


or literature pointed out. 


It is now time to return once more to our abbots. The regiſter ſeems to 
expand as it proceeds into more modern periods; and, befide throwing new 
light on the difficult fubjeR of the revenue, details many other curious par- 
ticulats. — William de Wytechyrche was, in the autumn of 1266, made abbot 
by the legate Ottoboni, This man ſeems to have added much to the income 
of the Abbey. He acquired a confidetable eſtate at Dæreford, together with the 
advowſon of the church chere, and affigned it to the almery; with however 

Ll2 210 
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a'reſervation for the expences of his own anniverſury, in which theſe digni- 
taries ſeem now to become very oſtentatious. He purchaſed many rents in 
Eveſham, Bengworth, Baddety, and Ombreſleye ; from which alſo he ſet apart 
twenty ſhillings annually, for the fame purpoſe, He bought moreover the 
manor of Bengeworth of William Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, with all its ap- 
pendages. Many charters of confirmation drawn up by this abbot may be 
found in the regiſter; among which is one aſſigning a newly acquired rent of 
ſeventy ſhillings per annum to the maintenance of an immenſe wax-light, 
which was to burn in waſte before the ſhrines of the ſaints; and a lamp of 
equal magnitude, to be fixed before the croſs on the pulpit of the great 
church. — He did not negled to add to its finery. — A cope of purple ſatin, 
with vine-branches worked in gold; a cheſable of white filk ; and two new 
tunicks of white cloth added new ſplendor to the former pomp of theſe ** 
naſtic peacocks. He died 3 nones of Auguſt, %. «Ft 


So + is ad, in this now of the four — abbots, that! muſt 
be careful to confme my extracts within reaſonable limits. John de Broke- 
hampton, the next abbot, acquired by purchaſe, or other means, the manor 
of Seyneſbury, then worth thirty pounds per annum, with the advowſon of 
the church. The manor of Ollebarwe, worth twenty pounds, with that ad- 
| vowſon, The fee (a knight's-fee, as appears by other accounts,) of Afton ; 
and many new rents, with ſome farms at Eveſham. In the manor of Baddeby 
and Newenham, no leſs than ſeventy-eight ſhillings advance was made in the 
rents. Thirty-five, together with the acquiſition of a windmill,* at Honey- 
born. Twenty-four, with another windmill, at Willarſey. Farther purchaſes 
were made at Bengeworth, Norton, the Littletons, Hampton, Hudicote, Donynton, 
Baddeſeye, Borouchton, | Burton,] and Twyford. New veſtments were alſo pro- 
cured. A red cope, which once belonged to William de Boſco ; another of 
white ſatin ; fix cheſables, one of violet-coloured filk ; another of the ſame 


e with a repreſentation of the couciiaion on its back pan; ; a third of 
| a violet- 


P. edt is tack nenk? NEÞa 
things are now to be ſeen in this country: their place being better ſupplied by a great 22 
water-mills, 
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a violet-colour, lined with red ſatin; a fourth of white ſatin, worked with 
leaves and flowers; a fifth of the ſame materials; and a ſixth of violet- 
coloured ſilk, lined with red ſatin, the ſame which is now kept in the chapel 
of the lord-abbot, were all acquired by this man. Two tunicks, with the 
ſame number df dalmaticas of violet- coloured ſatin; and ſeven albs, were 
alſo added to our wardrobe. The ſame abbot built the abbot's hall, with a 
chamber and a chapel; a kitchen with a larder adjoining ;. two new chambers 
in the weſtern part of the Abbey, with a large ſtable ; eight ſumptuous 
granges, on ſo many manors; an apartment at Homborn, with a chapel; 
the chancel of the church there; the chancels at Willarſeye and Hampton ; 
the church at Norton; two new aparments at Qffenlam; and laſtly all the 
buildings on the manor of Willarſeye, excepting only the great gables there. 
Some things which follow in the record cannot eafily be deciphered; and ſurely 
from what can, we may be allowed to judge that in thoſe times the art of 
writing hiſtory conſiſted merely in detailing ſuch events, as no one would 
willingly read, But the authenticity. of theſe old fragments of antiquity, as 
well as the difficulty of reading, or procuring copies of them, will be my beſt 
and only apology for continuing them, to the utter indifference. perhaps of 
nine tenths of my readers. This abbot died, in a good old ge, on the 15 
n — goes 


William de Clyryton ſucceeded both to his office, and to. bis diligence: in 
encreaſing this Abbey's revenues. The manors of Tatlynton and Witheleye 
were now added to them. Farms, lands of various kinds, and tenements 
were acquired in Derlyngeſcote, Kyngeley, Baddgſeye, Eveſham, the Littletons, 
Honyham, Wikewonford, (ſo it is called in the regiſter,) Bretforton, Kynewarton, 
Ollebarwe, and Bengeworth, to a great amount. The advowſons of the churches 
of Leylond, Ombrefleye, and Baddeby, were alſo procured by this abbot.— Many 
of the minuter regulations he made in his convent I'ſhall paſs over; but 
ſome that relate to the buildings of this Abbey, all now ſo completely levelled 
with the earth, ſhould be mentioned. —He granted, for the uſe. of the Hofti- 
larius, the old apartment near the abbot's hall, to be fitted up for the accom- 
modation of. gueſts of any religious order. He built that moſt ſtately gate of 


the Abbey, with its chapels and apartments, all very handſomely embattled 
3 on 
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on the top. From this gate as far 4s to the Avon, he fortified the Abbey on 
that fide with a ſtone wall. He alſo made the two contiguous gates toward the 
gardens, with a very pleaſantly ſituated chamber over them. Many of the 
granges were repaired or rebuilt by him. — Nor did he neglect the fintery, 
He procured a cheſable, and two tunicks of violet-coloured filk, with lily- 
flowers and croſſes interwoven. Alſo a very good alb, of that kind of work 
which is called Wiippedwork. —This is very curious; but I mult appeal to my 
female readers, if any ſuch, and Tequeſt a note on this paſſage. Ho laſtly 
furniſhed a green alb, woven with golden ſtars. After this he could do no 
better than quit the ſtage, full of yeuts and glory which he did in Decem- 
ber, 1344. 


| William de Boys, the next abbot, is honoured with a very jovial character 
by the old regiſter, 4 He was” (it affitms) . a very honourable, affable, plea- 
fant, convivial man; one who, by bis hoſpitality, and the liberality of his 
preſents, which he knew how to 4pply at proper conjunctures, was much 
eſſeemed, and procured a number of friends.” The account of his ortia« 
mental acquiſitions is very obſcure; in great meaſure, I ſuppoſe, from the 
difficulty of reading the MS. it is taken from. — He furniſhed tlie convent 
with a good mitre, a paſtoral ſtaff, ſeveral rings, * a rochet, a 
dalmatica, ſome ſandals, et uno libro Pontific. He acquired a good cope of red 
velvet, with figures ſtanding under worked tabernacles, and boughs of trees, 
in gold. Alfo a white cope, embroidered with the figures of griffins, and of 
flowers. Two embroidered albs. A cheſable, dalmatica, and tunick, like- 
wiſe embroidered in various patterns. He cauſed to be woven a very cu- 
rious piece of tapeſtry, with the figures of mitres, for the abbot's ſeat by the 
altar. He founded the two great bells Maria and Egwin; which bells the 
venerable father, the archbiſhop of Nazareth, anointed with the holy crim.— 
This abbot made an addition to the burſer's revenue of ſeven pounds eleven 
ſhillings and three-pence, in good and lawful money, (ſays the record,) out 
of lands and tenements in Norton, Neubold, Baddefeye, Honyborn, and Kyne- 
warton, Alſo of fifty ſhillings arnually, for the ſalmons ſupplied from Pen- 
wortham, He ordained moreover that the burſar ſhould diſtribute to each 


monk, who ſhould be in a courfe of bloodletting, certain ſums, as is ow 
fully 


* 
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fully ſpecified in the charter, This charter has been already inſerted:“ but 


whether this blond letting was merely on the ſcore of health, or in courſe gf 
penance, it is nat eaſy to determine, A circumſtance that next occurs, viz. 
an allowance for the recreation of the monks, during theſe bleedings, ſeems 
to indicate the former to have-been the truth. Many other additions to the 
offices are mentioned, among which is a curious piece of information, The 
ſmall loaves allowed daily to the manks, who were performing penance, 
were, by them, nick · named trey-guatre a term I muſt leave to profaunder 
antiquaries ; unleſs we may ſuppoſe that theſe laayes were each Gtrce-quarters 
of a pound in weight, Some other regulations which this abbot made are next 
noticed: but af all theſe the original deeds or charters have already been in- 
ſerted, in full. The additions made by this man to the revenue, though 
chiefly in ſcattered parcels of land, Ac. are altogether immenſe, and occu- 
pied, in my copy of the regilter, three very cloſe written pages. To inſert 
the whole would be bath . * RT This abbot died 8 ides of 


June, 1367. 


Jolla de Ombrefieye, who ſucceeded, is much celebrated by this regiſter; 
which, contrary to its uſual cuſtom, grows quite eloquent in his praiſe, It 
was probably compoſed during his abbacy. New acquirements were now made 
at Qmbre/lcye, Kyugeley, Eveſham, and Bengwarth, The manor of Enford was 
added to the Abbey-poſleſſions,—Concerning his buildings it will be proper to 
be more particular. He built at Ombreſleye, a hall, with a chamber on the 
eaſtern fide ; another on the north fide; a ſtable out of the gate; and a 
leſſer grange in the outer court. He alfo built, at Qffeniam, the outer gate 
there, with an apartment over it, and a ſtable contiguous to it, At North 
Lytleton, he erected a very large tythe-barn. At Eveſham, in the Barton, he 
built a large dove · houſe. He furniſhed the convent with a moſt coſtly paſ- 
toral-ſiaff; a proceſſional croſs of filver, with a portable ſtaff for it, of the 
ſame materials; a large cenſor ; a leſſer one, for the hand; two gilded veſ- 
ſels for the chriſm, with ſpoons of the ſame ; a pair of ſilver baſons for the 
lavatory, near the altar; two pair of ſilver phials; two large filver candle- 

unc ſticks; 


Page 111, + See pages 108, 192, and 194. 
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fticks ; a ſcallop for the ſalt ; an oſeulatory of peace ; a pretty large bell, of fil- 
ver gilt, for the chapel ; and laſtly a vaſe for holy water, with a gold ſprink- 
ter. But this is not all. — He procured, from the executors of William late 
| biſhop of Worceſter, a ſet of veſtments of cloth of gold, viz. a cheſable; a 
dalmatica; three tunicks; a large cope, and a ſmaller for the chaplain; two 
more for the two chanters of the ſervice ; an epiſcopal throne with its cano- 
py ; and two altar-cloths, of different value. To crown the whole: — a ſet 
of veſtments of blue velvet, (called in the regiſter, Blew Velzweffo,) of moſt 
coſtly work: being embroidered with gold, and ſet with pearls, and precious 
ſtones. He alſo bought a great number of jewel to adorn a mitre. He 
moreover. provided, for the abbot's table, fix filver chagers ; twenty-four 
ſilver diſhes ; as many ſalt-ſellars; two large filver diſhes, to hold the pro- 
viſion given away in alms; two very large ſalt - ſellars; and twenty-four filver 
ſpoons, | | | 


Thus ends this inventory of the abbot's plate, and other valuables ; which 
will, at leaſt, ſerve to exemplify, in ſome degree, the riches of this ſtately 
foundation. Here alſo ends the regiſter I have hitherto copied, leaving a 
chaſm in the MS, of ſeveral blank pages, that evidently ſhew it was to 
have been continued. — We now muſt deſcend rather abruptly into modern 
dates, and give ſome particulars of celebrated or uſeful n eg many 


generations near er our own times. 


Jom Feckenham was born of obſcure parents, of thi . of Homan, or 
Howman, who lived in the foreſt of Feckenham. From the Place of his birth 
he afterward, as was then cuſtomary, derived his name. He is ſaid very 
early in life to have diſtinguiſhed himſelf by talent, and acuteneſs of under- 
ſtanding. The monks of ' Eveſham, -who had ſome privileges i in that part of 
the county, and, like the jeſuits in more modern times, wherever they dif- 
covered uncommon ſagacity were willing to appropriate it to themſelves 
and the defence of the church, perceived the forward parts of the young 
Howman ; took him to their monaſtery; and gave him as good an education 
as the age could afford. When eighteen years of age, they ſent him to finiſh 
it at Glouceſter-hall in Oxford, at that time a ſort of nurſery of learning for 
the 
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the Benediftines. There he diſtinguiſhed himſelf much by his talent, and 
remained till he was recalled to his monaſtery, and employed in the inſtruc- 
tion of the juniors of the order. When the Abbey was ſurrendered to the 
king's commiſſioners, on November 17, 1537, Feckenham was obliged to change 
his ſituation, with the reſt; and had a penſion of one hundred florins ſettled 
upon him. After a ſhort interval, the love of learning once more allured him 
to Oxford, and he reſumed his ftadies in Glouceſter-hall. Soon after he was 


made ſecretary. to Dr. John Bell, then biſhop of Worcefer, from whom he 


obtained a benefice ſomewhere in this county. He became afterward chap- 
lain to the fanguinary biſhop Banner, with whom he remained till the year 
1542, when both the biſhop and his chaplain were ſhut up; the one in the 
Marſhalſea, and the other in the Tower. Here they continued during the 
greater part of the reign of Edward VI. but ſome vehement partiſans of po- 
pery (among whom a Mr. Philip Hoby* is named.) then ſuppoſing that Fechen- 
ham's talents might be of ſervice to their cauſe, procured his enlargement, 
merely for. that purpoſe. Several conferences, or rather ſet diſputations, 
were, about this time, held by the champions of both perſuaſions. One of 
theſe religious oockpits was at the Savoy; another at Sir Wilkam Ceciis; and 
a third at Sir John Cheke's: but the moſt remarkable diſpute happened at 
Perſhore ; where Feckenkam's opponent was Hooper, then biſhop. of Glouce/ter, 
On queen Mary's acceflion, his party once more triumphed for a ſhort time; 
and he was made one of her chaplains, and dean of St. Paul's. A feeble and 
ſhort-lived attempt was now begun to reſtore the monaſtic inftitutions. 
Feckenham, with about ſixteen other Benedictines whom he had collected 
together from various fituations, took poſſeſſion of Weſtminſter-abbey, of 
which he was for ſome time the titular abbot. But, with all his bigotry for 
a religion in which he had been born and educated, and to which therefore 
his propenſity ſcarcely deſerves that harſh appellation, Feckenham was natu- 
rally good and benevolent. He did many kind and uſeful offices in behalf 
of the poor proteſtants, who were at this time under perſecution. He is faid 
to have interpoſed in favour of the princeſs ElizabetX, and had the influence 
to protect other perſons of that party; among whom were the earl of Leicęſ- 
ter, and Sir Ihn Cheke. Elizabeth was not afterwards unmindful of this bene- 
fit; but, on her acceſſion to the crown, had much private converſation with 

| M m Feckenham, 

* Stevens's Supplement, [P, 289.] 
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Feckenham, and endeavoured, by abundant perſuaſions and promiſes,“ to 
allure him to conform to the eſtabliſhment. Finding him obſtinate, - ſhe 
thought herſelf obliged to impriſon him in the Tower. After remaining 
there ſome time he was removed, and placed under the cuſtody of Horn, 
biſhop of Wincheſter: doubtleſs with ſome hope that able and zealous reformer 
would have been able to ſhake his reſolution. Here he remained all the win- 
ter, and, like an unfortunate bull-finch under tuition, heard nothing but 
the lawfulneſs of the oath of ſuprematy perpetually rung in his ears. It had but 
little effect upon him. Feckenham delivered his reaſons for refuſing to take 
this oath, in writing. The biſhop replied : and an Engliſh divine then ina 
foreign univerſity, Dr. Stapleton of Louvain, made up the trio. After this 
uſeleſs experiment upon the reſolute Feckenham, he was remanded to the 
Tower, .and from thence to the Marſhalſea priſon. He was however, all 
this time, treated with a tenderneſs that does much credit to both parties, 
The air of the Marſhalſea not agreeing with him, he was allowed a private 
lodging in Holborn. In 1380, he was confined in Wiſbech caſtle, where he 
died five years after. Camden, in his annals of queen Elizabeth, gives the 
following ſhort and candid character of him: — he was a learned and good 
man; who in the courſe of a long life, by his many public acis of charity to 
the poor, procured himſelf univerſal eſteem.” Feckenham left many books 
behind him, of which the following liſt has been collected by Dr. Nahh ; 


A conference with lady Jane Dudley. 8vo. 1544. 
A ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords. 1553. 
Two homilies on the Creed. 4to. 

A funeral oration for the ducheſs of Parma. 

A ſermon at the exequies of Joan queen of Spain. 8vo. 1555. 

A declaration of his ſcruples concerning the oath of ſupremacy. 1566. 
Objections to Mr, _w Goughe's ſermon preached in the Towers Jan. 

15, 1570. 
A treatiſe with the odd title of Caveat Emptor. 


* 


a treatiſe 


* It fad le offered him the ſee of Canterbury, 
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A treatiſe of the Euchariſt againſt Hooper. MS. 
Commentaries on the Pfalms of David. MS. 

A funeral ſermon for queen Mary. MS. 
Speech in parliament againſt the alteration of religion. 1 559. 
A letter to Cecil. 1564. 
Confeſſion in Wiſbech caſtle. 1580. 
Conference with biſhop Ridley, -in the Tower. 


Among theſe produdtons, his conference with lady Jane Dudley, four days 


before her execution; is ſaid to be excellent in its kind. Some few other 


particulars of him have been collected from various writers. — He was pre- 
ſented to the livings of Finchley and Greneford, in 1554, and afterwards to the 
prebend of Kentiſi-towm. While abbot of Weſtminſter, he repaired the 
ſhrine of Edward the Confeſſor, as it now remains. In Elizabeth's reign, he 
was the only mock abbot that was admitted into parliament ; where he very 
ably and ſtrenuouſly defended his miſtaken principles. He built a ſtone croſs 


at Wiſbech, the laſt place of his confinement. — By many it is reported, that 


he was buried in All Saints church at Eveſham: and there was an inſcription 
in Habington's time that ſeemed, though faintly, to favour the ſuppoſition.“ 


William Sandys, Eſq. the fecond ſon of Sir William Sandys of Rladbury near 
' Eveſham, a very uſeful and public-ſpirited character, was the man who firſt 
rendered the river Avon navigable. Though he was not born at Eveſham, or 
ever, that I have heard, refided there, he thus became ſo nearly connected 
with that place and its concerns, as well to merit particular notice. An ac- 
count of this extraordinary undertaking (for fuch it was for any individual) was 
written, as is ſaid, by Mrs. Ech, in the year 1737, and by her communi- 
cated to Mr. George Baker, of Campden, in Glouceſterſhire. It has long been 
handed about in MS. and of late communicated to the public by Dr. Nah. 


„Mr. William Sandys, fon of Sir William Sandys, of Miſerden, in the county 
ae M m 2 | 901 of 
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Glouceſter, deſcended from a family of that name in Lancaſhire, and by a 
female line from Leybourne, of that county, a name anciently derived from a 
baron, ſometimes a lord in parliament, and in our age linked by matches to 
nobility. He was not only worthy for his birth, but alſo in his attempt and 
performance thereof raiſed above himſelf to his country's wonder, Eveſham, 
the principal town, imparteth the name of the vale, through which runneth 
Avon, the ſubject of this work ; which river arifing in Northamptonſhire, 
runneth through Warwickſhire into the farther parts of Worceſterſhire, and 
ſo into Glouceſterſhire, and increaſing with other ſtreams that fall into it, 
(to 'omit places of leſſer note,) it paſſeth by Warwich, Stratford, Bidford, 
Evefhane, Perſhore, and near Tewkeſbury difcargeth itſelf into Severn, This 
Avon never bore a boat of any burden before induſtrious Mr. Sandys begin- 
ning his unexpected defgn in March, 1635, in three years made it paſlable 
for veſſels to carry forty or fifty ton from the mouth thereof, where it en- 
tereth Severn at Tewkeſbury, to Stratford, being about twenty-four miles by 
land; but near fifty by water, through foul and low bottoms, and eſpecially 
through the deep vale of Eveſham: purchafing with exceſſive charge, mills, 
meadow-ground, and other lands, cutting in ſome places a courſe through the 
firm land for this water-work, beſides the old main-channel : and for the ac- 
compliſhing hereof he hath made fluices at Tewke/dury, in the county of Glou- 
ceſter ; Strenſham, Nafford, Perſhore, Piddle, Fladbury, Chadbury, Eveſham, 
Harvington, Clive-Prior, all in the county of Worceſter; Bidford in the 
county of Warwick, Welford in the county of Glouceſter, and Stratford in 
com. Warwick: and fo wrought by his ſluices keeping up the water, that in 
ſummer time veſſels of great burthen go to Stratford, when others for lack 
of water in Severn, cannot reach Worceſter. He erected alſo wears in the 
quickeſt ſtreams. Nor did Mr. Sandys intend to finiſh his work at Stratford, 
but had thoughts to extend the ſame to Warwick ; but what hindered. his ac- 
compliſhing his deſign, I know not: and for the expence he hath hereupon 
| beſtowed, it cannot be reckoned lefs than twenty thouſand pounds, The 
benefits which aroſe to this country by this extraordinary performance, were 
very many: but I will only add this one; that the vale of Eueſiam heretotore 
laboured under extreme want of firing, and ſo was forced in theſe exceeding 
foul ways to fetch coals from far remote places, but now by Mr. Sandys in- 
duſtry 
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duſtry and labour, it is ſo contrived, that many of them have coak delivered 
at their doors. and others ſome what farther off have eaſy acceſs to them. But 
now to end with Mr. Sands, as ſoon as he had finiſhed his work to Stratford, 
(and as I have heard ſpent all his fortune,) he immediately delivered up all 
to the parliament to do what more they thought ſit herein. And thus much to 
the honour of worthy Mr. Sandys, the founder and completer of this work. 


There are ſome few particulars in the above paper that are not quite cor- 
rectly ſtated. From the beſt authority I have learned, that the navigation 
of this river was, by its original projector, carried no higher up than Eveſham. 
That afterwards it was, by lord Windſor, through many difficulties and much 
litigation, extended to Stratford. Thefe impediments chiefly aroſe from the 
proprietors of land, in which improvements were to be made. At length, 
an act was procured ſo indefinitely wordedy as to give rife to freſh litigations, 
which did not end till after much vexation and heavy expences.—Several im 
provements with reſpect to locks, &c. have ſince taken place: but the navi- 
gation has not been farther extended, or undergone any improvement fo 
material as to demand much attention. — Neither are there any further in- 
cidents recorded concerning the worthy and truly patriotic Sendys, 


| Lewis Bayly, a native of Wales, and fellow of Jefus-College in Oxford, 
became miniſter of Eveſham about the year 1611; but the exact date of his 
preſentment to it is not known. In 1613, he took the degree of doctor of 
divinity at the univerſity, and, being eminent as a preacher, he was ſucceſ- 
ſively made chaplain to prince Henry, rector of St. Matthews, Friday-ſtreet, 


* Sie co ed acne ware and progreſs of this 


wonderful undertaking, it ſeems ſtrangely antiquated for the time at which it is ſuppoſed to have 


been vritten. One might imagine the good lady, to whom. it is attributed, was willing, by art 
affectation of conforming to the Saxon phraſe and termination, to caſt a veil of antiquity over 
her writings ; did not the preface to her grammar, which is rather an elegant production in the 
modern ſtile, evince that this was not her uſual practice. It is reaſonable therefore to conclude it 


was merely tran{Cribed and brought to light by this lady, from much older papers, 


+ Lord Windſor, as I have been informed, required this act ſhould be ſo worded, ww 
propriate to bimſelf the whole merit of this undertaking, 


—_C 
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London, and laſtly one of the chaplains to James the firſt. The ſee of Bangor 
becoming vacant in 1616, he was elected to it. He wrote à bock ſome yeats 
ago in high eſteem, but now, I fear, but little read, entitled, The Practice of 
Piety. He died October 6, 1631, and was buried at Hangers 


The next perſon of whom e notice would be taken, was one of thole 
active adventurers whoſe life would compoſe a tolerable novel; and, in fact, 
as written by himſelf, has to ſome appeared of the claſs of ſuch productions. 
His adventures are alſo noticed at ſome length, in the Biographia : but the li- 
mits of this undertaking will admit of only a few more ſtriking particulars, 
— John Bernardi, uſually called major Bernardi, was born at Eveſham in the 
year 1657 ; and was deſcended from an honourable family which had flou- 
riſhed at Lucca in Italy, ever fince the year 1097. His grandfather Philip, a 
count of the Roman empire, lived in England as reſident from Genoa 
twenty-eight years, and married a native of this country. His father Francis 
ſucceeded to this office: but, taking diſguſt at ſome meaſures uſed by the 
ſenate of Genoa, reſigned, and retiring to Eveſham amuſed himſelf with 
gardening to ſome extent; and thus ſet the example of an occupation, which 
has fince been of conſiderable advantage to the town. Jon Bernardi his ſon, 
of a ſpirited and reſtleſs temper, found this by much too tranquil an employ- 
ment; and having, moreover, received ſome harſh uſage from his father, at 
the age of thirteen turned his back on the cabbages and cauliflowers of Eveſham, 
and ran off in ſearch of gayer and more active ſcenes. He retained, not- 
withſtanding, ſeveral friends; (which may induce a ſuppoſition that his fa- 
ther's ill treatment was not imaginary ;) and was, for ſome time, ſupported 
by them. Sir Clement Fiſher, of Packington-ball, is particularly mentioned 
as one of his early patrons, Little more, however, than a mere ſuſtenance 
ſeems to have reſulted from their patronage ; for, ſoon after, he enliſted as 


a common ſoldier in the ſervice of the prince of Orange. In this ſtation he 


muſt have ſhewn uncommon talents and brayery, if not affiſted by powerful 
friends, for in a ſhort time he obtained a captain's commiſſion in the ſervice 
of the ſtates. In April, 1677, he married a Dutch lady of good family, with 
whom he enjoyed much conjugal happineſs for eleven years. The Engliſh 
regiments in this ſervice being recalled by James the ſecond, very. few 
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of them, but among thoſe few was Bernardi, would obey the ſummons. 
Of - courſe, he could not ſign the affociation, into which the prince of 
Orange wiſhed the regiments to enter. He thus loſt his favour, and 
having no other alternative, and probably . wiſhing for no other, he fol- 
| lowed James into Ireland; who, ſoon after, ſent him on ſome commiſſion 
into Scotland, from whence, as the ruin of his maſter now became inevita- 
ble, he once more retired into Holland. Venturing however to appear in 
London in 1695, he was committed to Newgate, March 25, 1696, on ſuſpi- 
cion of being an abettor of the aſſaſſination plot. Here he remained almoſt 
forty years, the whole of his remaining life, and in this confinement he had 
the courage to venture on a ſecond marriage, which proved a very fortu- 
nate event to him: as he thus not only enjoyed the ſoothing converſe of a 
true friend, but was even ſupported, during his whole impriſonment, by 
the care and induſtry of his wife. Ten children were the produce of this 
marriage; and thus ſeemed the inheritors of miſery and confinement. In 
the mean time, he is ſaid to have borne his impriſonment, though never con- 
victed, with ſuch refignation and evenneſs of temper, as to have excited much 
reſpect and love in the few who enjoyed his acquaintance. - In the earlier 
part of life he had received ſeveral dangerous wounds. Theſe now breaking 
out afreſh, and giving him great torment, afforded a freſh trial of his equa- 
nimity and firmneſs, At laſt, he died September 20, 1736; and it would 
give a compaſſionate reader no ſmall ſatisfaction to be informed what became 
of kis faithful companion and her numerous offspring, and to hear they were 
tolerably provided for. But no circumſtances relating to them are, that I 
know of, preſerved. He was a little briſk and active man, of a very chear- 
tul diſpoſition ; and, as muſt be evident from this ſhort narrative, of great 
courage and conſtancy of mind. 


The name of John lord SOMERS, baron of EVESHAM, reflects 
ſays Dr. Naih, from whom I take the liberty of borrowing many particulars, 
and who, in this part of his work, ſeems to riſe ſomewhat above himſelf, — 
*« ſo- much honour on the county that gave him birth, opens to a provincial 
hiſtorian ſuch a field for panegyrick, as would require a' volume itſelf,” — 
It certainly would : — it demands that cleganice of ſtyle, as well as mi- 


nuteneſs 


279? HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THR 


nuteneſs of diſquifition, which we diſcern in ſome of the beſt 
pieces of Johnſon but even were the author of this work capable of gele- 
brating it, his flender limits would not give him leave. He was born at 


Worceſter, about the year 1650: though, which is very remarkable, the re- 
giſter of his baptiſm cannot now be found. A houſe is ſhewn on the caſt 
fide of the cathedral, and very near St. Michael's church, where this great 
ſtateſman and excellent ſcholar is ſaid to have firſt opened his eyes upon the 
light. His father was an attorney of conſiderable eminence, who was born 
at Kidderminſter, in this county, but lived much at a place called White-Ladies, 
near Worceſter. It muſt have been during his reſidence there that a re- 
markable event happened, which is thus recorded by Mr. Habington, — 
March 30, the citizens and foldiers in the town ¶ Morcęſer] deſtroyed St. Oſ- 
wald's hoſpital, but fpared Mr. Somers's houſe at the White-Ladies, which 
was a ſtrong flone building, capable of lodging five llundred men in ſecuri- 
ty.“ Mr. om Somers died January, 168 1, and was buried at Severn-Stoke, 
in the ſame county ; where an elegant Latin inſcription, engraved on a mar- 
ble monument, and written by his ſon, is ftill to be ſeen. His mother, Mrs. 
Catharine Somers, ſurvived ſome years: reſiding firſt at the commandery in 
Worceſter, and afterwards in the pariſh of St. Helen. Mr. Somers had an 
eſtate of about three hundred pounds per annum, at Chfton;; to which, ac- 
cording to the hiſtorian I here follow, and who is now connected with this 
family, his ſon made no addition, farther than the purchaſe of Wardberrow, 
and a mortgage on Soulton ; though ir favour, joined to the prudence and 
parſimony of his ſucceſſors, e and 
.. cg rhe aging cr eng 


At a plioper age, young Somers entered, as a commoner, at Trinity-Col- 
lege, in Oxford, in the year 1673. In the year following he is known to 
have contributed five pounds toward the embelliſhment of the elegant chapel 
there; and, ſome years after, as appears by the burſar's books, one hundred 
pounds more. He became alſo a ſtudent of law at the Middle Temple: and 
as he was not on the foundation, and could reap no benefit from continuing 


in the univerſity, probably left college for that purpoſe. His original deſti- 


mation and chief ſtudy was the law, but he never neglected the belles lettres ; 
| | and 


This was during the prevalence of Crommell's party in this towns 


— 


A 
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and it was by his amuſements in that way, his tranſlations and poetical per- 
formances, that he firſt became known to the public. It is needleſs to ob- 
ſerve that in thoſe times. if ever, merit of this kind was a paſſport both to 
fame and riches. Lord Somers, who in ſome degree owed his promotion to 
the Muſes, ſhewed himſelf not ungrateful when he endeavoured to raiſe into 
notice their favoured votary Addiſon. Sir Francis Winnington, then ſolicitor, was 
one of his earlieſt patrons. By ſuch aſſiſtance, united to his on merit and ap- 
plication, he became, what was very rarely ſeen in thoſe days when a deeper 
legal knowledge was ſuppoſed effential to a barriſter, an eminent counſel, be- 
fore he had attained the age of thirty. It is imagined by ſome, that an early 
acquaintance with the duke of Shrewſbury, to which nobleman both himſelf 
and his father had been ſtewards, might have contributed to turn his atten- 
tion to the law, and poſſibly accelerated his rapid- progreſs in that pro- 
feſſion. His abilities and powerful oratory were always exerted in favour 
of liberty. in the ſupport of that rational freedom which is equally oppoſed 
to licentiouſneſs and ſlavery. The equivocal. conduct of Charles the ſecond 
gave much exertion to this patriotic propenſity, at a time when there were 
but few able advocates equally unbiaſſed. On that memorable day, June 
29, 1688, when the ſeven prelates were on trial for oppoſing the di/- 
penfing power of James the ſecond, Mr. Somers ſtood forth one of the ableſt 
defenders of the cauſe of proteſtantiſm and freedom united. Theſe biſhops, 
whoſe names ſhould never be omitted by any writer that touches, though but 
ſlightly, on the ſubject, were Sancroft the primate, 'Loyde of St. Aſaph, Ker 
of Bath and Wells, Turner of Ely, Lake of Chicheſter, White of Peterborough, 
and Trelawney of Briſtol. Theſe venerable champions in a ſervice of much 
danger, and who were then emphatically ſtiled the ſeven golden candleſticks, 
contributed more than any (excepting perhaps their ſpirited advocates in the 
hall,) to ſtem the encroaching tide of popery. The trial laſted long, and 
was learnedly managed by the lawyers on both fides. Holloway and Powell, two 
of the judges, declared in favour of the prelates. The jury withdrew ; and 
after paſſing the whole night in debate, pronounced the biſhops not guilty. 
Weſtminſter-hall inſtantly rung with applauſe, which, like a train, was 
quickly communicated to the city, and its environs. The king was in camp 
on Hounſlow-heath ; and, at that time, at dinner in lord Feverſham's tent. 

Nn Aſking 
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| Afking the cauſe of theſe tamultuous rejoicings, he wos anfvered, —if was 
nothing but the ſoldiers ſhouting af the acquittance of the biſhops. Call you that - 
thing, faid the enraged monarch; nne Niere 


On the acceſſion of William, dr. Sons neeped the heren of bis eum 
eee He was, on May 9, 1689, made ſolicitor general: at- 
torney general, on May 2, 1692; and lord keeper in 1693. We may judge 
of his popularity, his activity, and political ſkill, by the following expreſſion of 
lord Sunderland, in a letter to king William, written about this period. 
„Lord Somers“ (ſays he) ** is the life, the ſoul, the ſpirit of his party; and 
can anſwer for it.” — A character of fuch influence was not to be neglected by 
a yet uneſtabliſhed monarch. On April 21, 1697, he was created baron of 
Eveſham, and made lord chancellor of England. That a man ſo active in the 
concerns of a party ſhould ſtill retain a high degree of modeſty and modera- 
tion would appear improbable, had we not reaſon to ſuppoſe them of that 
dignified and well regulated kind, as by no means to be incompatible with 
ſpirited exertions. In ſuch a cafe, they add much beauty and brilliancy to 
any character. That he was endowed with theſe qualities, will appear from 
a letter of the duke of Shrewfhury to him, dated May 8, 1695, which con- 
_ tained the warrant of the barony. This nobleman there writes : — .' I have 
orders to ſay every thing I can imagine to perſuade you to accept of a title. 
By your objections, you may give me leave to tell you, that you are as par- 
tial and unreaſonable with too much modeſty, as ſome are with too much 
In the year 1700, lord Somers was removed from the office of chancellor, 
and in the following year he was impeached by the commons, and tried, but 
acquitted by the lords. He now, for a ſport interval, again returned to the 
purſuits which had originally been the cauſe of his elevation. It is the beſt 
encomium on theſe ſtudies, that they faithfully adhere to a man in all bis 
fortunes, and are often the higheſt confolation of adverſity. About this 
time he was choſen prefident af the Royal Society; and, in the year 1706, 
is ſaid to have firſt projected an union between the two kingdoms of * — 
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and Scotland. It is plaln little conſequence could be loſt to ſuch a man by 
the mere loſs of ſtation. He was ſtill of ſuch importance to his party, that, 
in 1708, F eral colt Mend Ed IRR 
MOT. 

iii: 

But the whiy intereſt; ator: ee bene games. 
pidly to decline. The ſame engine was played off agaluſt it, which has, ſo 
often ſince, been the laſt reſource of party malie. The empty ſplendours 
of conqueſt were derided ; and the people warned that, while they joined 
in the huzza of victory, they were impoveriſhing themſelves merely to en- 
rich a few creatures of the miniſter. Swift had no ſmall concern in this re · 
volution in the public mind. His pamphlet on the . Conduct of the Allies” 
is indeed a very forcible performance; and contains many important truths, 
But truth, and the real intereſts/ of the nation were then probably as little 
confulted, as in many ſubſequent ſquabbles of this kind. One party wanted 
power and office; another was to be removed from both, This was at length 
effected in 1710; but not till that ſplendid event, the union of the two 
kingdoms was finally adjuſted, in the year 1707, which had been projected 
ha eo 3+ Any PE RT feed 
comium. - Oi een dr 


ee ene e ee eee and he again con- 
ſoled himſelf with his ſtudies, and the converſation and patronage of the 
greateſt wits of the age. His merits, in this way, are too well known to 
require any eulogium. Toward the latter end of queen Anne's reign, he 
grew very infirm,” which may properly account for his occupying no import- 
ant poſt under her ſucceſſor. He is faid, like many other men of enlightened 
and active minds, to have, for ſome time, ſurvived the powers of his under. 
ſtandings! On April 26, 1716, he died of an apoplectic fit, to the deep re- 
gret of all parties: of his own, as an able coadjutor in the cauſe of ra- 
tional liberty; and of the oppoſite one, as a man of admirable accompliſh- 
ments, and - univerſal benevolence. His character has been very ſkilfully 
drawn by Alon in the Preeholder, publiſhed on the enſuing fourth of May ; 
and alſo A eee 

n 2 
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to dhe firſt volume of the Spectator. To theſe-I muſt - refer the reader ſur a 
taſk for which, had I abilities to undertake f this RT 
dertaking would not aſſord me toom,*.. 0 | oo 


The MSS. of this able ſtateſman and 1 filled above ſixty folio-vo- 
lumes, which were deſtroyed by fire, in Lincoln's-inn, in the year 1752. 
Some remains, which the fire had ſpared, were publiſhed by lord Hardwicke 
in-1778, in a quarto volume entitled — State papers from 1301 to 1726.“ 
It is moreover affirmed, on the authority of the above nobleman, who was 
both his relation and ſucceſſor in office, that the Treatiſe on grand jurors, 
the Vindication of the laſt patliament of Charles the ſecond, and the famous 
laſt Speech of king William, were ol nn in the Weer. of lord 
Somers. 


The laſt remarkable — I dates notice, a8 ede this place, 
is Mrs. Elizabeth Elftob, the famous Saxoniſt ; of whoſe memory ſome taint 
traces yet remain among the inhabitants of Eveſham. She is known to have 
kept a ſmall day-ſchool here, with great ſucceſs doubtleſs to her ſcholars,” but 
little emolument to herſelf. Her weekly ſtipend with each pupil was, as I am 
credibly informed, at firſt only a groat. — She was daughter to Ralf and Jane 
_ Elftob, and was born at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, September 29, 1683. Very 
early in lite, ſhe diſcovered a great propenſity to ſtudy. Her underſtanding 
appears to have been of that flow, but ſteadily progreſſive ſpecies, which of- 
ten outſtrips genius itſelf in the race of literature. Her mother dying when 
ſhe was only eight years old, ſhe was committed to the care of Dr. Charles 
El/tob, canon of Canterbury. She afterward: lived with her brother, who 


_ encouraged and affiſted her in her Saxon ſtudies; but, after his death, ſhe 


was obliged to uſe the above expedient for her ſupport. What brought her 
to exerciſe this employment at Eveſham is not, I believe, now known. After 


It was at firſt inteuded to give theſe more modern lives at conſiderable length. But materials 
| for the Abbey-hiſtory increaſed fo faſt on the author's hands, that, although he has not been able 
do uſe them all, they have greatly encroached on the latter part of the work. The reader muſt 
therefore accept a few almoſt naked dates, inſtead of more finiſhed delineations of character. 7 


- 
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ſome years of laborious and obſcure drudgery in it, ſhe attracted the notice 
of Mr. George Ballard of Campden, and ſeveral other perſons of greater con- 
fideration ; who raiſed for her among themſelves, a ſmall annuity of twenty 
pounds per annum. By degrees, her merit became known to that truly diſ- 
tinguiſhing patroneſs of talents, the late ducheſs of Portland, who received 
her into her family, allowed her thirty pounds a year for inſtructing her chil- 
dren, and procured a ſmall penſion for her from queen Caroline, In this: 
family ſhe died May 30, 1767, and was buried in St. mn 8, Os 
Her works, nn and unpubliſhed, are: | 


A Tranſlation of Madame Saxdery's Effay on Glory. | 

Tranſlation of, and notes on, a Saxon Homily on he birth of St, Gre- 
gory, publiſhed by her brother. 

Rudiments of grammar for the Engliſh-Saxon' tongue. 4to. 171 5. 


A MS, tranſlation of all Æfric's Homilies. 

An exadt tranſcript of the Textus Roffenſis, with eme Saxon 8 
from an ancient MS. belonging to Saliſbury cathedral. 

A Saxon Homilarium was by her undertaken, on the encouragement of 
Dr. Hickes; to which were to be added an Engliſh tranſlation, and various 
readings. Five of theſe Homilies were afterward printed. in folio, at 
Oxford. _ 

A tranſcript of . Saxon IIS. of the Athanafian creed, printed in 
Wotan view of Hickes's Theſaurus, 1708. 


e ape es hs hf hebidd hoer u regular plan/of Mühe Abs 
bey: but the materials which enabled her to perform ſo difficult a taſk are not 
eafily diſcovered. — Much merit is certainly to. be aſcribed to this lady, as 
the firſt (and probably the laſt) female, to whom the ſtudy of the Saxon lan- 
guage has afforded a curious and, in a native, very laudable purſuit, 


CHAP. 
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BATTLE OF EVESHAM. 

| vs * TL ' 1 

MONG the few remarkable events ta which this vicinity has afforded 

a ſcene, there is no one that can come in competition with the fa- 
as {ny mn hy oe on Auguſt 4, 1265. This battle was, not only, one 
of the moſt deciſive that ever happened, but, in its conſequences, as well as 
| many preparatory circum/iances, it may vie, in importance, with any event 
which the Engliſh hiſtory has recorded. Its momentous effect was the entire 
reinſtatement of the regal power; —a power which, for a long period, 
during the reigns of Henry III. and his predeceſſor Jom, had fluctuated 
with every blaſt of commotion, and exhibited ſcarcely the wreck of its 
original dignity and ſplendour. Nor can we doubt but it muſt have al- 
together ſunk, during the minority of the former, had it not been for. the 
difintereſted exertions of one of the moſt able and excellent characters of 
which our country Anu boaſt :—IWiliam Mareſchal the great earl of Pembroke.“ 
Its preceding, events were (now generally acknowledged) the formation 
of a hauſe f commons, and. the taptivity and abſolute ſubjugation of the 
ſovereign and the heir to his crown : both afterwards, by a moſt uncommon 
inſtance of earthly inſtability, ſuddenly raiſed, from a dungeon, to a degree 
of authority ſuperior to any poſſeſſed by the Engliſh monarchs fince the reign 
of Witham the ſecond. — Beginning therefore with the battle of Lees, the 
immediate cauſe of their depreſſion, I mean briefly to relate all thoſe tran · 
ſactions that intervened, till the final deciſion of the conteſt at Eveſham ; 


OO IS conn, ſet in the fulleſt light my ſcanty 
maaterials 


. ll 
the liberty of the ſubject, had not only eſtabliſhed and protefted Henry on the 6 
W 
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materials will allow. The moſt remarkable incidents that fucceeded it will 
ſerve to fill up the back ground of the piece, and thus compleat this de- 
I 


After many ii-condudted efforts/on the nt keen: ca 
abſolute, which the weakneſs and levity of his conduct that had made him 
deſpicable to his ſubjects would have rendered impracticable in much more 
favourable conjunctures, the barons, with Simon Montfort earl of Leiceſter at 
their head, took up arms in defence of their rights, fo often ſcandalouſly in- 
fringed. The whole preceding part of the reign had been little better than 
a ſcene of perpetual contention between the two parties: but, at this period, 
in the year 1263, theſe barons were determined never to deſiſt, till their 
grievances had been fully redreſſed. Henry, unaſſiſted, could have but 
ill combated this powerful combination: but. his fon prince Edward, now 
grown to man's eſtate, had, by his great abilities and wonderful activity, fre- 
W ee e Eur r= Fares rendered eee 


triumphant. 


The king began hoſtilities by an attempt on the caſtle of Dover, then in 

of the barons. Theſe politic lords thought it their intereſt to al- 

low him to enter firſt upon hoſtile meaſures, that a ea might not be want- 

ing, in their defence, to the people. Dover caſtle was ſaved by the vigilance 

of its governor, Richard de Grey: but this attempt proved the fignal to civil 
commotion ; — err by both parties. 


| The city'of Londen was, at that time, in the intereſt of the barons: yet 
the king, having a-powerful garriſon in the Tower, obliged it to an unwilling 
neutrality. There were alfo, in the city itſelf, many partiſans of the royal 
cauſe, which were a continual check upon the reſt of the inhabitants. The 
earl of Leiceſter; aware of the advantange of having complete poſſeſſion of 
the capital, by hafty marches approached to it on the Surrey fide; hoping 
bis friends might find an opportunity of admitting him, by way of the bridge. 
Henry received notice of this deſign, and directing his troops to ſally from 
the Tower, they took a poſt in Southwark, 9 
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king who had reſolved to diſpute the paſſage into the city. Leiceſter made a 
reſolute attack on theſe troops, in full con fidence that the citizens would ef · 
fectually aſſiſt him in his effort to force his way. But, during this ſkirmiſh, 
| ſome of theſe citizens who had eſpouſed the oppoſite party, perceiving a com- 
motion ariſing in favour of the earl, ſuddenly ſhut the gates of the bridge, 
and threw the keys into the Thames. This precaution had nearly been the 
_ deſtruction of Leiceſter, and his ſmall army. But the bridge-gates being at 
length broken down, and the citizens ſallying out in great numbers to aſſiſt 
the earl's troops, the king was ita to retire, and W entered the mw 
in triumph. 


4 It was andy during theſe ſtruggles, the king's cuſtom, to propoſe 

ſome ſcheme of accommodation, when any conſiderable advantage had been 
gained by his opponents. His uſual mode of eſcape from theſe conditions, 
when he thought himſelf in a capacity again to take the field, was that they 
were hard and unreaſonable. Both fides, on this occaſion, agreed to refer their 
diſpute to the French king. Louis undertook the arbitration : but took 
care to render it ineffectual by a contradictory award. He adjudged that the 
ſtatutes of Oxford* ſhould be repealed : — that the king ſhould again enjoy 
all his prerogatives : — that he ſhould chuſe his own officers, either from 
among foreigners or Eggliſh, as ſuited him beſt : —and laſtly declared that it 
was not his deſign to injure any of the privileges the Engliſh had poſſeſſed, 
previouſly to the parliament of Oxford. This parliament having been aſſem- 
bled merely with a view to protect theſe privileges, the barons looked upon 
this ſentence, in its true light, as farcical, contradictory, and abſurd. It 
was therefore * by them, and the war recommenced with * vi- 
gour. * * f 
5 Of 


* Theſe ſtatutes, enacted in 1234, conſiſted of fix articles, ordaining : — 1. That the king 
ſhould confirm the great charter. — 2. That the office of chief juſtice ſhould be conferred always 
on a man of probity and capacity, who ſhould adminiſter juſtice impartially, — 3. That the high 
chancellor and other great officers ſhould be choſen by the twenty-four commiſſioners, appointed 
- for that purpoſe. — 4. That the cuſtody of caſtles, &c. ſhould alſo be left in their hands, — 5. 

That it ſhould be a capital crime to oppoſe their decrees, —6, That the parliament ſhould meet 
| every three years. 
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Of many intervening incidents, prior to the battle of Lewes,” hiſtory has 
afforded-but a very confuſed and perplexed account. It is however eaſy to 
diſcern, that Henry frequently had the better in the conteſt; and that the in- 

trigues of his fon Edward, and of his brother Richard king of the Romans, 
had gained over ſeveral of the barons to the crown. He reduced the town' 
of Oxford, and drove away the ſtudents, who had ſhewn an inclination to 
the oppoſite cauſe. He alſo took the town of Northampton, by ſtorm, and, 
in it, no fewer than fifteen barons, and ſixty knights; all whom he would 
have hanged, had not his generals repreſented to him the danger of repri- 
ſals, in this ſevere mode of treatment. Nottingham fell next before his arms; 
after which he marched into Kent, where he compelled the 0. to raiſe 
the liege of Rocheſter, and retire to 2 


Henry. whoſe light mind was elated or deprofied 8 with nga facility, be- 
came ſo alert by this good ſucceſs, that he reſolved to march immediately to 
London, and end the war. He doubted not but that city, intimidated by his 
progreſs, would become an eaſy prey to his arms, — It is not unlikely,” an 
eminent hiſtorian® obſerves, but this expectation might have been ful- 
filled; if, from his acceſſion to the throne, he had ſhewn a greater regard to 
the citizens of that metropolis: — but the remembrance of the ill uſage they 
had received from him, prevented their expoſing themſelves to the hazard 
of being again ill treated.” The earl of Leiceſter was there; and, by repre- 
ſenting to the citizens in the ſtrongeſt light the probable conſequences of the 
king's wrath, ſhould they again fall into his power, he worked them up to a 
reſolution of marching out to offer him battle. Henry was ſomewhat inti- 
midated by this bold deſign, and withdrew to a greater diſtance : taking a 
circuitous route, through T unbridge and Winchelſea, to the town of Lewes, 
in Suſſex, - 


Thither the earl of Leiceſter ſpeedily followed: him. He had reinforced 
his army by a conſiderable number of theſe bold citizens, and thought him- 
ſelf in a . to hazard a battle, that might, once for all, decide the 

I O 0 | quarrel, 


* Rapin : from whom I chiefly collect my incidents, but with many additions from other leſs 
known authors, and a conſiderable alteration with reſpeR to ſtyle and method. 
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quarrel. Having arrived within about fix miles of the king's army, the ba- 
rons halted ; and wiſhed, once more, to make it appear the conteſt was not of 
their own ſecking : —and this, it is probable,” to ſhift the blame from them - 
ſelves to the other party, in caſe the king ſhould not accede to their propo · 
fals. They ſent him word, — that they had not taken up arms through a 
deſire of withdrawing their obedience” from him, but merely to redreſa the 
diſorders of his government. They intreated him to join in this deſirable 
work, and he ſhould then find them as loyal to his perſon as thoſe who, un- 
der pretence of ſervinghim, endeavoured to alienate his affection from his 
dutiful ſubjects. This propoſal was drawn up in the WIR Fray ig 
re they could ; am. Patra | 


It is not eafy ſometimes to forbear a ſmile on Wwe events of this na- 
ture. which our hiſtorians have, as becomes their office, delivered down to 
us with all imaginable gravity. Well may a late eminent writer denominate 
hiſtory the annals of blood but it is alſo, frequently, the record of treachery 
and deceit; and of the perpetual triumph of ſelf-intereſt over the public 
good. We cannot, from what followed, ſuppoſe thoſe barons had no further 
aim than the redreſſment of real grievances. This meſſage, therefore, was 
the keeneſt mockery they could offer. It was received as ſuch by all but this 

paſſive, ſpiritleſs monarch. His fon Edward and his brother Richard were ſo 
galled by it, that they publicly gave the lye to the baron's proteſtations ; and, 
at length, — tie rey By prove vs —— back a — 
replete with threats and defiance. 


' 


2 Gate ben e fs U the earl of Leiceſter 
ordered his army to advance, and drew up in order of battle near the king's 
troops, which prepared to receive him. The royal army was divided into 
three bodies. The prince commanded on the right; the king of the Romans 
on the left; and the king himſelf in the centre. The confederate lords di- 
vided their forces into four bodies. The firſt was led by Henry Montfort, the 
general's ſon; the ſecond by the earl of Glouceſter; the third by Simon Mont- 
Fort, the general: and the fourth, altogether compoſed of the citizens of 
London, was under the command of Nicholas Seagrave. Prince Edward began 
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the battle, by attacking. the London militia ; who, though of late ſo reſolute 
and determined, turned their backs, on the very firſt onfet.. The prince, 
eager to revenge the ignominious affront“ which the populace of London had 
lately offered his mother, purſued them above four miles, and allowed them 
no quarter. But, as uſually happens to theſe raſh purſuits in the beginning 
of an action, by detaching himſelf from the main body, he was probably the 
cauſe of the ſubſequent overthrow. For in the mean time the earls of Lei- 
ceſter and Glouceſter had gained nearly an equal advantage over the king, 
and his brother Richard. Aware of their utter ruin and extermination, 
| ſhould they loſe the battle, they fought with a reſolution excited by deſpair ; 
and, meeting with but a faint reſiſtance, ſpeedily put the royal army to the 
moſt diſorderly flight, and took priſoners both the king and his brother, thus 
deſerted by their troops. Henry ſurrendered himſelf. to the earl of Leiceſter, 
without a ſtruggle ; but an incident is related- of the king of the Romans 
which, though not generally noticed by hiſtorians, may be found in the an- 
cient chronicle of Mailros, It is there affirmed that Richard, after the defeat 
ale, „ took poſſeſſion of a windmillf that ſtood 

Oo2 near 


* Theſe gentry had, SR Lene, os een 
the bridge, on her way to Windſor ; and that in a very brutal way, They hooted after her, called 
ler names, and even threw fone at her, | 


+ This circumſtance is farther confirmed by a very curious inſtance of early fatire, which 
Dr. Percy met with among the Harleian MSS, and bas inſerted in his © Religues of Ancient 
Poetry.” It is ſo much to my preſent purpoſe that I ſhall copy the whole, and add a ſhort 
explanation, S 


22 — 
L | II. 


„ SerTETR alle ſtille, ant herkneth to me; Richard of Alemaigne, whil that he wes kying, 
The kyng of Alemaigne, bi mi leaute, He ſpende al is treſour opon ſwyvyng. 


Thritti thouſent pound aſkede he Haveth he nout of Wallingford oferlyng, 
For te make the pees in the countre, Let him habbe, aſe he brew, bale to dryng, 
| Ant fo he dude more. | Maugre Wyndeſare. 

Richard, dab on be ever trichard, Richard, thah thou be ever, ke. 


Tricthen ſhalt thou never mores 
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near the ſpot, which he baricadoed, and defended, for fome tive, aint 
the barons ; but dn the evening; was allo-eaubta-fikadk. © 


Abe e tadonceive,” thes terdeiniing the chagrin dad gg 
ment of the prince, on his return from the-purſuit. To find the battle to- 
er eee e eee eee to which 


te 94 ; +13} aft Tee ms he 
III. N (41 ed ee * f 
The kyag of Alenagne wende do ful wel, „ 
He ſaiſed the muine for a caſlel, That lette paſſen over fee the erl of Warynne: 
With heee heave Ä groments fe Ka, He hath robbed Eogelood, the mores ant the 
He wende that the nenen ee -. y 
To help Wyndeſore. The gold, ant the ſelver, es Are: | 
— — f | For love of Wyndeſore. ' - 
| Richard, thah thou be ever, kc. 
| W. 2 Cy 
The kyng of Alemaigne gedered ys hoſt, Sire Simond de Mounfort hath fuore bi ys chyn, 
Makede him a caſtel of a mulne po. Hevede he nou here the erl of Waryn, 
Wende with is prude, ant is muchele boſt, Shuld he never more come to is yu, 
Brohte from Alemayne mony ſori goſt Ne with ſheld, ne with ſpere, ne with other gyn, 
To ſtore Wyndeſore. To help of Wyndeſore. 
Richard, thalf thou be ever, xc. * Richard, thah thou be ever, xc. 
N | vn. | 
Sire Simond de Montfort hath ſuore bi ys fot, 
Hevede he nou here Sire Hue de Bigot : 
| Al he ſhulde grante here twelfmoneth ſcot, | 
Shulde he never more with his ſot pot, 
| To help Wyndeſore. 


| Richard, thah thou be ever trichard, 
Tricthen ſhalt thou never more.” 2 


The firſt ſtanza of this ſatirical ſong, according to Dr. Percy the original editer of it rn to 
2 circumſtance little noticed in hiſtory : — That the king of the Romans had, by the barons, been 
offered the ſum of thirty thouſand pounds to negotiate peace between them and the king: but, on 
ſuch terms, as would haye totally deprived the latter of all his regal power.—Wallingford and Eyre 
had been confirmed to Richard, on his marriage with Sanchia, daughter of the count of Provence, 
in 1242. This furniſhes matter for the ſecond ſtanza. — The third alludes to the circumſtance of 
the wind-mill mentioned above. — The fourth, to a' report raiſed in England that Richard, after 
his election to the dignity of king of the Romans, was about to return and over-run the kingdom 
. with an army of foreigners. — The fifth, and two following, lament the eſcape, of earl Warren 

and Sir Hugh Bigot ; and inſinuate that, if they once fell into the hands of Simon Montfort, they 
ſhould 
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he was heir, in all appearance utterly at a period, muſt altogether conſtitute 
the ſevereſt tranſition from triumph, to abſolute ' deſpair. He reſolyed how- 
ever to make a bold effort to change the face of his affairs: and, had this 
effort been inſtantly made, while the enemy were- bufied in guarding their 
priſoners and in the purſuit, he would probably have effected his purpoſe. 
But his ſoldiers, torpid with amazement at the unexpected change, could not 
be prevailed on to lift an arm.“ Eduard, by turns, made uſe of entreaties, 
promiſes, and threats: but all in vain. In the interim, Simon Montfort was 
reſtoring order among his troops. It is ſuppoſed this general had, on the 
firſt return of the prince, little doubt but that his forces, then in confuſion, 
would have been attacked, and the victory eaſily wreſted from them. Find- 
ing leifare allowed to rally them, he now thought of nothing but of prevent - 
ing the prince's eſcape. To enſure his prize, he began to fend propoſals of 
accommodation; while, by various detachments which he ſent in different 
a he * care to render his retreat W 
I 
In the —— all in Edward's little army remained in extreme per- 
turbation and uncertainty. The prince was, himſelf, doubtful what means 
he ſhould try to relieve himſelf from his perplexity. If he decided on vi- 
gorous meaſures, he was not certain his troops would ſecond his efforts. 
Much time was loſt in endeavours to reanimate them. The frequent meſſages 
of Leiceſter contributed alſo to prevent him from ſeizing the moment of en- 
gaging, or, at leaſt, of retiring in good order. Effecting neither, he found 
himſelf ſuddenly encompaſſed by the various detachments Leiceſter had ſent 
out, and now felt himſelf obliged to accept the. beſt conditions he ſhould of- 
fer. The negotiation laſted but few minutes. It was agreed that the ſtatutes 
of wrt ſhould be IPRS obſerved, and ſome amendments made in | 


| fone 5, 


ſhould never more return bang, ee e dg LL It muſt have been written 
previous to the defeat of the barons at Eveſham, in 1265. — Windſor caſtle was the chief fortrels of 
the bigs; 494 Red. Whcly, hoop nee This furnilhes materials for the burthen 
| of each ſtanza. . wake 8 
* Juſt at this junure, the earl of Waage, Agi de Res Hilliem de Valeneey, and-Guy te 
deſerted him, with ſeven hundred men under their command, and fled to Pevenſey, where 
they embarked for the continent, 


286 HISTORY AND ANTLQUITIZS/ OF 'THE 


fioners ſhould not agree, the buſineſs ſhould be referred to the count of An- 
jou, the brother of the French king; who ſhould be aſſiſted by four lords oi 
his court. — In this there was nothing harſh or unfair: but the next artiale 
muſt have deeply affected a prince of Edward's high ſpirit. — It Was, in that, 
propoſed — that he himſelf and his couſin Henry, ſon to the king of the Ro- 
mans, ſhould remain as hoſtages, till every thing was new- regulated by the 
parliament. — Edward was forced to conſent. Theſe articles, called the 4 
or agreement of Lewes, were then ſigned by the Pan oy 
FFP | 


Thus ended the famous battle, en bes Lene, nen 
May 14. 1264. With the ſcene of this battle the author is not unacquainted: 
but time has now effaced all thoſe minuter recolie&ions,. which might ſerve to 
throw light on its maneuvres, and which alone could demand much attention 
from the reader.—lt may be obſerved however, in brief, that this ſpat af- 
fords a much better ſtage for a regular engagement than the vicinity of 
Eveſham, of which ſo much more will be ſaid. The town of Lewes, bounded 
on the eaſt and weſt by very high downs, has on the ſouth and north, parti- 
cularly the former, a large expanſe of level meadow-ground, which extends 
almoſt to the fea. In theſe meadows, and pretty near the town, was this 
battle decided. There are ſtill ſome ſmall ruins of the priory remaining, to 
which Henry was conduded, after his defeat. On the north fide of the town, 
| | | Ne + 


This figning and ratifying was, by no means, an unuſual affair with this moſt verſatile 
monarch, He had ſworn to obſerve the two great charters, and had afterward broken his engage- 
ment almoſt as many times as he had reigned years, In 1253, a very ridiculous ſcene, of this kind, 
was ated. Henry required a ſubſidy, which the barons would not grant, without his ſwearing to 
cauſe the charters to be better obſerved. The king agreed to this, and aſſembled in Weſtminſter- 
| hall all the lords ſpiritual and temporal of the kingdom. Theſe had, each of them, a waxr-light in 
his hand. Henry refuſed himſelf to uſe this ceremony, telling them that he would lay lit hand 
»pon his heart, and keep it there, during the whole ſolemnity ; the better to evidence the fincerity 
of his intentions, The two charters were then read aloud, the king ſtill beeping his hand upon his 
heart. The barons threw, Sago b U eee 
charters. might ſo ſmoke in hell. r 
e rn eee eee eee * 
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on a high artificia} mount, there yet appears the ca/ile, tolerably entire. To 
this caſtle, it is ſaid, the king's troops endeavoured to make their way, aſter 
they had been driven from the field : for it had been previouſly garriſoned 
by part of the royal army. But, finding the town was in the power of the 
barons, — that the two Kings were takery, — and that they would, in all like- 
lihood, be ſpeedily ſurrounded, — they laid down their arms, and ſubmitted 
at diſcretion. — Somewhat farther to the eaſt, is a ſmaller mount, without 
any remains of building now” viſible. Tts original deſtination I could never 
learn; but, in all probability, it was thrown up either for the purpoſe of 
attacking the caſtle, (which, however, 1 
2 C — — b | 


„ CE, 6 951 „nee 


1 Wan bee ey eme, bei d ung — 
his whole family, at his entire diſpoſal. He ſeems ſo completely to have 
gained an aſcendancy over his on party, that ſcarcely are the names of his 
coadjutors once mentioned in hiſtory: This politic general made every ad- 
vantage of his fituation that the moſt crafty ſtateſman could deviſe. To theſe, 
all ſuch as are doubtful of his ulffmate- intentions, and are advocates for the 
purity of his'motives, ſhould be called on to attend. He, who had lately 
made no ſcruple of diſobeying his ſovereign, under the pretence of evil in- 
fluence, now tranſacted nothing but in Henrys name. He obliged the king 
to ſend orders, — that all the towns ſhould be delivered up to the barons. 
Notice was, in the fame way, ſent to all the ſheriffs, which empowered them 
to take up arms againſt all who ſhould diſturb the public tranquility. By this 
artifice, the authority of the crown was exerted againft its own partifans ; for 
ſuch only could now diſturb the peace, with any hope of advantage. The 
ſame man, who had thrown all in confufion to deprive the king of that ar- 
bitrary power he would willingly have aſſumed, reſented the ſmalleſt diſobe- 
dience to any commands he was now enabled himſelf to dictate. Thus,” 
fays che impartial Rapin, „do men change their meafures and maxims,” ac- 
cording to their intereſts, and the fituation of their affairs: but theſe reflec- 
tions we ſhould too often repeat, were we e to ſtop. for that purpoſe, 


S 


. +. 


* 1 
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The chief end the barons propoſed to themſelves: by the agreement made 
after the battle of Lewes, — the caption of prince Edward, — being now at- 
attained, they gave themſelves but little trouble about the performance of 
the other articles. They had reſolved to draw up the plan of an entire neu 
form of government. and to have 1his ſcheme authoriſed by the.-parliament, 
which was to aſſemble in the enſuing month of June. The calling this par- 
liament was liable, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, to many dangers and diffi- 
culties.. It was indeed ſummoned in the king's name, who could not have 
prevented even the iſſuing a warrant for his own, execution; but the great 
danger was that many of the king's party would intermix with this aſſembly, 
and would not be found over-tractable in ratifying the new meaſures. ,, Ta. 
prevent this, the names of all thoſe known to have eſpouſed the king's cauſe 
. were carefully omitted in the ſummons, HOUSE s of their bang ſtill 
re ene eee 14 - latte 


There was yet another difficulty. A parliament compnled only of a fall 
part of thoſe who had a right to fit as members, ſeemed, liable to. objeftions, 
and deficient in authority, It might be efteemed only an aſſembly of, private 
perſons. Means were therefore to be ſought after which might give this meet- 
ing not only an air of greater generality, but alſo of legal weight and conſe- 
quence, The king was, with this view. obliged to fign commiſſions to eſta- 
bliſh, in each county, certain officers or magiſtrates, entitled conſervators : 
«« under colour,” ſays Rapin, ** that they were to preſerve. the privileges of 
the people.” Care was, however, taken that theſe conſervators ſhould be 
entirely dependant upon the barons : in other reſpeds their office was of 
the greateſt power and authority. They had, in ſhort, a commiſſion to per- 
form whatever they ſhould judge might conduce to the liberties of the fubjeft, = 


This was only a previous ſtep. In addition to, this the king was compelled 
to ſign other orders, empowering theſe conſervators to nominate four knights 
in each county, to fit in the new parliament as the repreſentatives of their re- 
ſpective diſtricts.— This latter regulation is, certainly, the origin of our 
preſent houſe of commons, as far as regards the county, members, or knights of 

the Jhires. It would, I ſuppoſe, be difficult to adduce any proof, that the 
| citizens 
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citizens or burgeſſes actually formed a part of any parliament, before the year 
1295, the twenty- third of the reign of Edward the f;“ though there is 
no doubt but that the cities and boroughs were written to, and required to 
depute members, on a nearly ſubſequent occaſion. It is generally agreed, 
that the ſeparation into two diſtinct houſes did not take place till the reign of. 
Edward the third: when, in the year 1376, a ſpeaker of the houſe of com- 
mons was firſt appointed, RIFT" ar to ſet ny 2 


inen N 0 


But, 3 — Grmly eſtabliſhed 20 t 40 
be liable to ſeveral objections, let us advert to the arguments Rapin has ad- 
duced, in favour of this period. — Many — fays he —** affirm, that this 
is the firſt time it inconteftably appears that the ſeveral counties of the kingdom 
had ſent deputies to the parliament. That all the reaſons adduced to prove 
the commons enjoyed this privilege, before the year 1264, [or forty-ninth 
of Henry III. ] are ſubject to ſo many objections, that they cannot be allowed 
as a convincing proof. Indeed it ſeems that no good reaſon can be alledged. 
why all hiſtorians have unanimouſly taken notice, that, on tis occafion, the 
repreſentatives of the ſeveral counties ſat in parliament, had it been a prac- 
tice from the beginning of the monarchy; For what reaſon ſhould they bave 
omitted making the ſame remark on ſo many other preceeding - parliaments 
which they have mentioned? It is certain. thoſe who pretend to find proof 
of the people's ſending their deputies to parliament, in ancient hiſtory, are 
obliged to deduce theſe rr 
natural. 


Although this judicious hiſtorian expreſſes himſelf in ſo guarded a manner, 
it is eaſy to perceive which way his opinion inclines, — But in compliance 
with the preſent temper, which is, by no. means, that of ſubmitting, tamely 

to authorities; but * 29 n. em 

| Pp or 


— of the borough of Eoghan DI, 1 
the reader will perceive by the Appendix, * " 


[ 
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or not, let us take a brief ſurvey of thoſe different periods, which may con 
. PUR CR Dh ak» 


L Thais ave nee. and hate bmi, ods nated 
as the reign of Alfred for the origin of deputies from the commons. But be- 
ſide that the ſcantineſs of matter, in fo early a period, will deny them 
any thing like a proof of their opinion, the information hiſtorians give us 
of the different councils eſtabliſhed by Alfred will afford them but little, even 
of probability, to reſt on. Hiſtory affirms that Alfred, after he had attained a 
ſtate of ſome tranquility, eſtabliſhed three councils. — A privy council, to 
which none but perſons in the higheſt efteem and confidence with the king 
were called. Another compoſed of the biſhops, eats, viſcounts or preſi- 
dents of the counties, judges, and ſome of the chief barons, or, as they 
were then called, thanes. — The third was the general council or aſſembly of 
the nation, called Wittena Gemot ; in which any office of truſt gave the mem- 
bers a right to fit, independently of the king's will. Here, if any where, 
muſt we ſearch for a mixture of the commons. But we hear of no ſuch thing. 
It was compoſed of the two archbiſhops, the biſhops, earls, viſcounts or high 
ſheriffs of counties, and the -thanes, or barons of the firſt rank. It is cer- 
tain, theſe latter were then but little diſtinguiſhed from the commons, ex- 
cept by their holding fees of the crown. But we muſt confider, it was this 
aa circamflance alone that entitled them to fit : not their being the repre- 
ſentatives of any collective body whatever.“ If it be objected, which is pro- 
bably the truth, that not even an idea of what we, at preſent, call reprgſen- 
tation then ſubſiſted, it will ſtill be difficult to prove the loweſt of theſe: thanes 
were entities to no igher rank than (hat of ennmuners. - 


II. PP. 
houſe of commons, (for we certainly muſt look for it among the earlier Norman 
princes, )- is the year 1116, or. fixteenth of Henry the firſt. That monarch, 
wiſhing to ſecure the crown 8 is ſaid to have called a general 


* 


- — hoing Gun mqunenty jo md amy ds tar gone extent, ev cn 
ſult Rapin vol, 1. article Wittena-Gemot. 
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aſſembly at Saliſdury,- to propoſe to them an oath of acknowledgement of his 

ſon Wifiam, as future king. Here atfo many pretend to diſcover the origin 
of a houſe of commons; at leaft, of the right eſtabliſhed by ſome of that 
order, to fit in partiament. They affert that Henry convened the commons, 
as well as the nobility and clergy, in conformity with the Norman uſage; 
and that deputies from the people were certainly then firſt admitted to fit. 
Some go ſo far as to affirm, this was the firſt affembly in England that re- 
ceived the name of parliament. This lattter aſſertion proves nothing at all; 
as the word is of a general and indefinite fignification : and, with reſpect to the 
reſt, conjeffure alone can be admitted, wich more or lefs probability; as we 
are here left more in the dark, with reſpect to che . ere 
this aſſembly, er Re EW EET ER 

II. Co pat need u e IG 
the third, in which we can find even a probable footing for a fuppoſition of 
this kind. There is little doubt, I think, but the barons had ſome precedent 
in view: and they might draw that precedent even from Saxon times. But, 
at leaſt, it muſt be owned, that no certainty, or even great probability on 
this head, can be attained, till, during the interval Henry was in the power 
of his barons, regular Citations. (ill extant) were firſt iſſued both to abbofs 
and Inights of the ſires. We may therefore ſafely fix on this period as the 
origin of the completion of our preſent conſtitution, as to its form. An origin 
doubtleſs effected by the lords, with no other intent but that of 
the monarcl's friends, and making up an afſembly compoſed of their own: 
but this Incky accident (as in other inſtances has frequently happened) gave 
riſe to a form of government, which, for its exact ballance between fiberty 
and legal reftraint, is one of the moſt perfect the world ever faw. 


The new parliament, fo compoſed, afſembled on June 24, 1264. It is 
needleſs to obſerve its entire devotion to mon Montfort, and his adherents. 
The plan of government; lately formed by him, was fully approved by this 
impartial aſſembliy.— The parkament itſelf was to name free prudent and dif- 
creet commMoners, inveſted with powers to elect a council of nine lords. 


TY 0, the whole adminiſtration of affairs was to be entruſted, The king, 
Pp 2 with 
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with conſent of the commiſſioners, was permitted to change ſome; or even the 
whole number of theſe nine counſellors. In caſe: the three commiſſioners 
ſhould not agree on any point, it ſhould be decided by a plurality of votes. 
All reſolutions, approved by any ix of theſe counſellors, ſhould be univer- 
ſally: obeyed. - If it happened, that even two-thirds of the number could 
not be brought to an agreement, the queſtion was to be decided by the three 
commiſſioners. The king might, AP or n theſe a 


with coſent of the bod of the barons. 


Theſe requlations were to remain-in — till the — Aue — 
per to change or annul them. A rumour at this time prevailed that the king 
and prince Eduurd had by no means their option concerning theſe degrading 
articles. Hints of depoſition from the throne are ſaid to have been repeatedly 
thrown out, in caſe of a refufal, on the one part. While, on the other, an 
idea of perpetual confinement was: ſtudiouſly ſuggeſted, ſhould: oppoſition be 
made. In ſuch a ſituation, ſhould theſe. princes have conſented to fign, with 
a mental reſervation of retracting, whenever an opportunity was afforded 
them, we can ſcarcely wonder, though we cannot but condemn. Every thing 
| ſeemed now fixed on the firm footing the barons ſo ardently defired ; and, 
in fact, it e ſcarcely in the en 1 a Wen. ; 


About this time an event happened, which, though nde to my preſent 
purpoſe, ſhall be mentioned; as it will admirably illuſtrate the temper of 
this period, and ſhew the guarded manner in which the barons were, as yet, 
forced to tyrannize. It will alſo ſerve to evince that the ſame unſettled ſtate of 
uſurpation will, in all times, produce nearly the ſame line of conduct. During 
the preceding year, and in the midſt of the confuſion, the pope had ſent the 
cardinal of St. Sabine, as his legate, into England. On his arrival in France, 
this prelate received a letter from the earl of Leiceſter, adviſing him, — that 
it was by no means a proper time to aſſume ſuch an office-in England, as 
neither the barons, nor the common people, were inclined to receive him. 
The haughty cardinal could not but take offence at ſuch a liberty, uſed by 
a nation over which his predeceſſors had been accuſtomed to tyrannize with- 


9 Vet he would not venture to land on Engliſh ground. Pro- 
ceeding 
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ceeding however to Boulogne, he, from thence, cited all the biſhops in Eng- 
land to appear, and give an account of their proceedings. The: biſhops. re- 
fuſed, and were all excommunicated. They appealed to the pope. But, by 
this time, the affairs of the kingdom being ſettled in the manner above re- 
cited, the barons agreed upon giving the legate ſome ſatisfaction. They ſent 
four biſhops, to account for their refuſal to admit him. The cardinal was 
found in the utmoſt wrath and vexation. Inſtead of an anſwer, he com- 
manded theſe biſhops to return, and excommunicate Simon Montfort, by name, 
the whole city of London, and the eſtates of the earl of Glouceſter.— The 
refuſal of the barons to admit this meddling eccleſiaſtic was, at that time, 
neceſſary and proper: but the ſteps they took afterwards to fruſtrate this 
latter miſſion was mean, and unworthy» the rulers of any nation. — Theſe 
envoys had no ſooner ſet out on their commiſſion, but they met at ſex an 
armed ſhip full of ruffians ; who, - pretending ta be pirutes, rifled- them of all 
their effects and papers, and threw the latter over-board.. This trick ſerved 
however to convince the legate, that it was no time 8 
. ane ꝗq— — bad .t 


Al the latter end ef this year, 1 the earl of Leiceſter, 3 
in all but tile, had the good fortune to extricate himſelf from two conſider- 
able difficulties. The queen of Henry, at that time abroad, threatened: an 
invaſion ; which it ſeemed the defign of the Welſh prince Ziewellyn, and ſeveral 
Engliſh lords on the borders of Wales, to ſecond. He contrived firſt to gain 
over Llewellyn: which having effected, the defeat of the borderers was eaſy 
and certain. In the mean time, fortune ſo favoured him in another quarter, 
that the wind continued unfavourable to the queen's project, ATED 
EY SF SAY eee eee Tins IK: 


— All die while,“ fays Rapin; nie ee nend ener 
Leiceſter ; who managed him as he pleaſed, making him act againſt his own 
intereſt, under the pretence that it was for the good of his kingdom.” — But 
his deliverance was now at hand. The barons, at the beginning of the fol- 
| lowing year, 1265, began to regard, with a jealous eye, the immoderate 
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power aſſumed by Leicefter. It ſeemed to them, though ofa diferent kind, 
e Wee eee eee eee 


Above all endes Clovciine edtontred be pee ifreutenting bs 
proceedings. This man appears, throughout, well-intentioned : — to have 
formed a juſt idea of the ballance, that ſhould ever be preſerved, between 
the regal power and the liberty of the ſubject: — but he was ſuſpicious, wa- 
vering, and irreſolute. Theſe , evil in themſelves, yet ſerved to 
deliver the kingdom from a tyranny that would,: doubtick, have increaſed 
to the utmoſt point allowed it. He thought be diſcovered, in Jeicefier, de- 
a mere pretence, to obtain the better this ambitious end. He began to re- 
pent of the affiſtance he had afforded a man; who now had it in his power, 
and whom he feared might uſe that power, to oppreſs him, equally with the 
 meaneft ſubject. An incident, that juſt now happened, confirmed all theſe 
ſuſpicions, and heightened his jealoufy. The earl of Derby, no great friend 
to Leiceſter, had, for too freely cenſuring fome meafures he had adopted, 
been lately ſent to the Tower. Leiceſter hoped, by a few examples of this 
kind, to filence at leaſt his q opponents. Added to this, Glouceſter thought 
he diſcovered in him a cold and rgerved behaviour, that ſeemed a preſage of his 
eum ſpeedy rain. He had, in fact, by this tyrannical baron, not only been 
excluded from the privy council, but alſo from a participation in the ma- 
nagement of ali public affairs. All theſe circumſtances incdined him ſtrongly 
to favour the malecontents, on the borders. It appeared to him anerely a 
meaſure of ſeif-defence, againſt the ambitious defigns of a man, whom he 
could not look on but as a ſecret enemy. He could not however manage his 
affairs with ſuch privacy, as to eiude the vigilant ſagacity of Leicgſer. An 
order from the council ſuddenly came forth, commanding all thoſe ho had 
lately appeared in arms againft the eſtabliſhed government, to repair to [re- 
land. Glatcefler now thought himſcif obliged to thaow off the maſk ; and, in- 


eee r eee | 


A rumour very dangerous to — intereſt, foon ater, ou up — 
whether 
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whether the fabrication of his enemies, or the mere echo of truth, it is not 
eaſy to determine. It was: faid+ that his treatment of the royal priſoners 
was ſo ſevere, as to make his ultimate 'all-intentions evident to all. Leicefter 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſtifie ſo pernicious a report; but, for fo able 
a ſtateſman, certainly adopted a very fallow meaſure to effect his purpoſe. 
He ſummoned a parliament ; the chief intention of which was, as he gave 
out, to find means to grant to prince Edward his liberty. He wiſhed to prove, 
by his ſeeming readineſs to reſtore freedom to the heir of the crown, that it 
could not, poſſibly, be his intention to aſpire to it. In this parliament. 
every county was required to ſend. two knights to repreſent it, and every 
town or city, two members. This therefore is the undoubted origin of borough 
but that their deputies continued as regular members ta fit in 
parliament, -till ſome time after Edzardithe: fr afcended the throne, may 
— On this occaſion, Rapin remarks that —** ſome 
from hence obſerve that, as the generality of hiſtorians take no notice of its 
being a novelty, it follows of conſequence that it was an uſual practice. Others 
alledge, —that if it had been a au/tam, it would have been uſeleſs to have 
taken any notice at all of this particular; after having mentioned ſo many 
other parliaments, without the ſame remark.” — He then adds, — I leave 
wo Jo INE r e 
natural. 


| apr obſerve, that an emen 
ment was entirely under Leiceſter s direction, were it not the remark of al- 
moſt every hiſtorian! of this period. In their very firſt deliberation, an order 
was procured for the enlargement of prince Edward: but with a refridtion, 
that made ſuch enlargement of no manner of advantage to him. He was 
ordered conftantly-to attend his father, and in all things to obey him. Now his 
father being totally under the profeftion of the earl, this was granting a man 
liberty, provided he could, kimfelf, attain it. It was a blind man with his more 
ſagacious dog in a ſtring, whom an unlucky varlet was conducting into a ditch. 
Rapin calls it, — throwing duſt in the eyes of the public; and ſo it really was : — 
but, to ſuppoſe the public were blinded by that du, is contrary to the tenor 
of ſubſequent events, Ta conſequence however of this order; e Prince 
was 
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was removed from the caſtle of Dover, where he had remained à priſoner 
fince the battle of Lewes, and placed with his father; and this was the/liber- 
ty Leiceſter ſeemed ſo anxious he ſhould enjoy; The earl, meanwhile; took 
ſufficient care of both en Po PRI Fd eee ee. Hand 

at e eee 1 WT = 


Glourefles ſuſpicions were not ee eee n 
appeared now evident to him, that Leiter was aiming at the throne. Still, 
however, he would not have choſen to enten upon hoſtile meaſures, had not 
an event, which now happened, deprived him of the freedom of choice. 
Simon Montfort's two ſons proclaĩimed a fournament, and invited all the lords 
to attend it. © Glouceſter, whoſe ſuſpicions never ſlept, imagined it was meant 
as'a ſnare, It is impoſſible, at this time, to judge whether his miſtruſt of 
them was well grounded or not; but he acted altogether, as if he had, him- 
ſelf, entertained no doubt of the matter. He immediately, and publicly 
joined the lords of the Welſh marches, who were in arms againſt Leicgſer, 
and ſtored his caſtles for defence. His enemies probably wiſhed for nothing 
more. A proclamation came out, by which he and his adherents. were de- 
clared traitors, and enemies to the ſtate; Leice/ter ſet out directly, at the 
head of ſome troops, to-puniſh theſe enemies of his ſovereign; and directed 
his _ WS er attended by his two royal Eau 64543 


cg wiſhed epomatii asf 
theſe unhappy captives, Glouceſter ſoon after laid a very artful ſcheme. to de- 
liver prince Edward from his confinement. Here one would naturally en- 
quire, why he did not rather attempt to effect the-liberty of Henry himſelf ; as 
he muſt have been aware of the ſuperior advantages to be gained by it? But 
it is probable, either that the king was guarded with more caution than his 
ſon; or this earl, who well knew both, might expect more aſſiſtance from 
r br BP nah 
guage b 
7 
| aſter, find him in the cuſtody of young Montfort, at Kenilworth caſtle. 
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Roger Mortimer, one of the lords of the Welch marches, was conſulted 
concerning this defign, and became the inſtrument of its ſucceſsful execution 
by a very curious and unexpected device. He contrived: that one of his 
friends in the town of Hereford, where he had many connexions, ſhould pre- 
ſent Edward with a very fleet horſe ; and, at the ſame time, hint at the uſe 
they wiſhed him to make of his ſpeed. The prince, thus tutored, began to 
complain of indiſpoſition, which he ſuppoſed. might ariſe from want of ex- 
erciſe, and begged permiſſion ſometimes to ride on horſeback. Leiceſter ſuſ- 
pecting nothing, gave him leave: but uſed as many precautions againſt an 
eſcape, as if he concluded it would be attempted. A guard had been con- 
ſtantly kept about the prince: but, on the preſent occaſion, ſome perſons, 
well mounted, were ordered to ride by: his fide, and keep a ſtrict eye upon 
all his motions. Edward took horſe; and rode into the fields; where, after 
having exerciſed two other horſes, he, at laſt, called for that which had been 
lately preſented to him. This horſe, as he pretended, wanted farther break- 
ing in; and, ſetting him upon his paces, contrived to get at a ſmall diſtance 
from his guard. His equeſtrian companions ſtill however kept cloſe, on each 
fide. - Having arrived at a ſpot which ſeemed favourable to. his purpoſe, the 
prince ſuddenly giving his horſe. the ſpur, and laying the rein on his neck, 
vas at a conſiderable diſtance before his careful guardians could do more than 
gape after ſuch an unlooked for frolic. Recovering from their amazement, 
they purſued with all ſpeed ; but were ſoon checked by the appearance of a 
body of horſe, which Glouceſter had previouſly ſent out to favour Edward's 
eſcape.*. 


. s His 
*. A late Goinpiler of the Engliſh hitry [Smollet]- gives rather u different” account. of this 


eſcape. But I cannot help ſuſpecting this writer, the tenor of whoſe narrative runs ſo ſmoothly - . 


and uninterruptedly, and who appears to have met with no difficulties where other more ſcrupulous 
authors have been obſtructed by them, of ſometimes coaring events ſo as beſt to ſuit his purpoſe. 
He ſeems to have weighed probabilities againſt each other, rather than authorities, His account of 
this tranſaction is as follows : — © He,” (the earl of Glouceſter,) · by means of his brother Thomas 
de Clare, who attended Edward as a companion, communicated his reſolution to that prince, who 
readily embraced the occaſion of retrieving his liberty, and promiſed to act according to the di- 
rections he received. In purſuance of theſe, he one day rode forth in the afternoon. to divert 

himſelf 
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His liberty was now-ſecure,. Glouce/ter received him with much joy and 
reſpect,” but with a proviſionary caution which ſets the character of this lord. 
in no unfavourable light. He repreſented to him, chat, although he had 
thus favoured his eſcape, he would, on no account, ſecond any farther at- 
tempts at arbitrary power. He informed him that he could promiſe him aſ- 
ſiſtance on no other terms, but his ſwearing to re-eſtabliſh the ancient laws 
in full foxce, and to remove all ſtrangers from about the king's perſon, With 
all his defects, one cannot but admire this noblemanꝭs moderation and good 
ſenſe. We may venture to aſſirm, that what appears in his conduct like irre- 
folution and inconſtancy, was forced upon him by the exigencies of the times. 
That his party changed their maxims, to preſerve which inviolate, himſelf was 
obliged to change his party. After, Eduurd had taken the oath, Glouceſter 
refigned to him the command of the troops he had raiſed, He was joined 
alſo by the heroic John Giffard, at the head of a very large body, both of 
horſe and foot. In a few days he was farther reinforced by William de Valence, 
Jolm earl of Warenne, and Hugh Bigad, then lately returned to England, and 
fully recovered from the panic which had ſeized them at Lewes, Anighton* 
adds that the populace received the news of Eduards eſcape with unſpeakable 
joy; n AP > 


mme 


Leivefier likewiſe heard the news, wy . e & with moch 
unconcern'and indifference. ver wo icumnct n ignorant of, or 
1058 5 inſenſible 


Fa 


himſelf in Widmarſk near Hereford, accompanied by his uſual guards and attendants, and made 
running matches between them until he had tired all their horſes, In the evening the lord Croft 

on the aſoent of Tuliagion -l, and weaving his bonnet according to agreement, the prince 
mounted a ſtoed of incomparable fleetack, which he had zeſerved for the purpole, and bade adieu 
to his keepers, who purſued him for ſome time, until they ſaw him received by Roger de Mortimer, 
1/0) eee nnn. 
him to the caſtle of Higmore. 1 I | 


P This author wes canon of Lvicalier, ends 6 fort of chronicle of Engliſh events down 
to hi own lime, As be ia, e e eee e 
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inſenſible to, the probable bad conſequences of ſich an event. He conti- 
nued ſtill to iſſue orders in the king's name, and under the great ſignature. 
In theſe he exhibited more than common ſkill in confounding right with 
wrong: in blending the public intereſt with his on, and that of his crea- 
tures and dependants. One act is recorded, which proved very advantageous 
to the nation. The pope had long made his offer. of the crown of Sicily to 
prince Edmund, Henry's: ſecond ſon; a pretence for pillaging the public, to 
fupport that claim. Leiceſter knew the people no longer retained their for- 
mer reverence for the pontiff: and therefore, to the general ſatisfaction, 
iſſued a commiſſion which authoriſed him; in the king's and his ſon'-name, 
9 . 
1 mann 4 | 


but the'downfal of 'all as Foun — —— — 
— — avert the ſtorm, which his uncommon ſagacity 
could not but foreſee. He ſent very ſtrict orders to all ſubjects to oppoſe 
with all their might the liberated prince, the earl of Glouceſter, and their 
followers, whom he honoured with the title of fraitors, and enemies to their 
country. He ſent to his ſon Simon Montfort, then engaged in the ſiege of 
Pevenſey caſtle, in Suſſex, to march immediately to his aſſiſtance. All the mi- 
litary tenants of the crown were ſummoned to meet the king at Gloucgſter; 
but, before this order could be obeyed, the city of Gloucger was taken by 
his active opponents. He found alſo on his march from Hereford to ſuccour 
that place, all the bridges on the Severn broken don, to intercept him. All 
communication with London, which had been formerly his chief reſource, 
being cut off, his only acceſſible ally was Llewellyn, prince of North Wales. 
To him he had recourſe in this emergency, and prevailed on him to ravage 
the eſtates of Glouceſter, in Glamorganſhire, and to ſend him a body of Welch 
forces. Thus reinforced, he marched back to Monmouth, followed every © 
where by detachments of the enemy. From Monmouth he proceeded to New- 
port, where he expected ſome veſſels from Briſal, to enable him to paſs the 
Severn. But Glouceſter, by blocking up the mouth of the Avon, prevented 
all afſtance from that quarter ; and Edward, by forced marches, by night, 
| ar bt ee d and bad 
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| iid — regain —-—n— tie 
fore withdrew, in the middle of à dark and ſtormy night, and took refuge 
in North Wales. From thence he paſſed, through woods and over moun- 
po er RY? PRI WP PR An jet. 


In Ae is ee 40 Wen in | aGivity: eie 
is fire, collected what forces he could, to the amount, ſays Knighton,* of 
twenty bannerets, and a great number of the commonalty; and began his 
march toward the weſt. In his progreſs, he took Wincheſter by ſtorm, and 
was admited, without oppoſition, into Oxford ard Northampton: from which 
latter place, he proceeded directly to Kenilworth. Here he thought bimſelf 
in ſufficient ſecurity to give a little reſt to his harraſſed troops, and quartered 
them about the nder hne without much 9 
n . 4 V 


But Edward, his ful PRs pom was ee of wore 
rival, and of his negligence, He knew alſo of the intended junction with 
Lzicefter, and concluded that not a moment was to be loſt in attempting to 
cut off this communication. Knighton: informs us, that he maintained a fe- 
male ſpy, of the name of Margoth; who by means of one "Ralph de Arderne, 
then in the ſervice of young Montfort, and probably her lover, obtained” for 
him every intelligence he could deſire. He departed from Worcefter by night, 
with ſuch force as he deemed ſufficient, and halted in a deep valley near Ke- 
nitworth, which his ſpy had pointed out to him as a proper place to prepare 
for the attack. During this preparation a great clamour, which ſeemed to 
proceed from the enemy's camp, gave à ſudden alarm to his little troop. 
Cocchuling that OY as 131" wa CP AA and 
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was haſtening to fruſtrate-bis intentions, in great - haſte and trepidation they 
drew up, in the beſt order they were able, and advanced to meet him. The 
alarm ſoon ceaſed, when they perceived the long baggage - waggons of young 
Montfort's army, coming forth in queſt of proviſions. Theſe they immediately 
attacked; and, taking the eſcort priſoners, appropriated the horſes, which, 
they much wanted, to their own uſe. Proceeding onward, they-furpriſed 
the enemy juſt at day-break, diſperſed about in the town and adjacent con- 
vent, ere they were recovered from ſlumber ſufficiently to ſee their danger: 
and many, . were, Ae. neee 18 
W f | 17 | 


"al Fifteen andards: were the St of this 1 excurſion, — — 
igious booty, which young Montfort had collected from the captured. 
towns, The ſtandards proved afterward of the higheſt utility to Edward. 
Among the priſoners were the earl of Oxford, William de Montchenſy; Baldwin 
Wake, Hugh Neville, Adam de Neumarche, and many other diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſons. Young Montfort himſelf eſcaped. - He, with a few attendants, had 
paſſed the night in his camp, which it was pot judged expedient to attack, 


„SEE them 
ticulars immediately preceding the battle, but ſuppoſe that Edward marched 
immediately from Kenilworth, to the attack of Eveſham. But all hiſtorians 
agree in aſſerting the contrary. We have even reaſon to ſuppoſe the prince 
was not informed of the old earl's removal to that place, till he had joined 
the reſt of his forces at Worceſter. Knighton aſſerts, that he ſtaid two whole 
days at Worceſter after his return, and afterward approached to Eveſham, on 
the northern fide, as if he had come from Kenilworth. The requiſite intelli- 
gence between contending armies, by means of ſpies or reconnaitring, par- 
ties, was then ſo ill fupported, that it is highly probable the two armies ef- 
fected their march, within a few miles of each other, without either party's 


7 ®* Et erant multi minuti ſanguine venc. 


+ Knighton probably means the caſtle ; aa en nth he pi bingo 
"Romans, now ſhut himſelf up. | oa 
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being apprized of the matter. The rapid progreſs of both, at this period, 
muſt have given little time for any intelligence to arrive. At Worcefer, it is 
certain, Edward firſt heard that his wily antagoniſt had paſſed the Severn, 
during his abfence ; and, after a very ſhort ſtay at Kemſey, had removed in 
the night to Eveſham, with the hope of ſpeedily joining his fon at Kenitworth, 


Having received this intelligence,” the prince once more ae from 
Worceſter, with the greater part of his force, about ſunſet, on Auguſt 3. 
12653. He directed his march, at firſt, toward Bridgnorth, and gave out that 
his defign was to attack that place, then in the barons intereſt. This was 
merely a manceuvre, practiſed by this ſkilful general, to deceive the enemy's 
ſpies. After a march of a few miles, he fuddenly faced about towards Eveſtzr ; 
which, lying at the diſtance of about fifteen miles, he could, by an eaſy pro- 
greſs, reach early in the following day. He made his appearance, on the 
heights above that town, pretty early on the fourth“ of Auguſt ; and, halt- 
ing about two miles from it, drew up his army in three diviſions. Of one of 
theſe he took charge himſelf; another he entruſted to the earl of Glouceſter; 
and Mortimer is faid to have led the third, as a body of referve, in the rear. 
Aware that his army muſt ſeem to Leiceſter as on their march from Kenilworth, 
he foreſaw the deception this circumſtance would probably cauſe ; and, far- 
ther to humour it, ordered the ſtandards taken from young Montfort to be 
erected in the van. With all poſſible expedition he haſtened to occupy the 
brow of the deſcent into the town, before the earl could recover from his 
miſtake, or from the ſurpriſe nn on bis recovery. ſuch an ogy ern 
mum muſt occaſion. , 


Theſe precautions were as effectual to their n a8 an; in their 
defign. The old earl was, as we ſhall find, completely deceived; and fiill 
lay, in the utmoſt ſecurity, at the Abbey, dreaming of nothing but his ſon's 
approach. — But before J enter on farther particulars, it wy be requiſite to 

ſubmit 


e Smollet affirms the battle was fought on Auguſt the f/th: in which caſe, Edward did not 
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tion the fourth as the day of battle, 
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ſubmit to the reader a ſort of outline of the ſpot on which this important 
battle was decided. As it occupies a part of the proſped from the apartment 
gc] ones ſome rainuter notices. than are uiual may reaſonably be er- 
"= | 


The military . have been highly celebrated. Ra- 
pin, among other writers, greatly extols them. He took, —ſays that au- 
thor - no poſt, without providing againſt conſequences, by ſecuring a re- 
treat,” I do not pretend to ſkill enough of this ſpecies, to decide whether 
Eveſham were that fort of poſt, or not: but it does not appear, to an unexy 
perienced obſerver, as any other than a ſort of au! de ſac. Yet as Leicgſter 
could not intend to make that place the ſcene of battle, this overſight, if it 
be ſuch, can prove no diſparagement to his military capacity, From what 
follows the reader will eaſily diſcern, that few-fituations could be fingled out 
where the couquering party might vim better reaſon exclaim on ug vie /*— 
than de yarthern. approach. 40. the: ,. 


The town itlelf hes in 8 deny an finely varied bottom, Northward a 
road runs from it into Warwickſhire, along the ridge of 2 hill neither very 
high or very ſteep, yet with one pretty conſiderable aſcent at about the diſ- 
tance of one mile. This acclivity was doubtleſs the {pot on which the battle 
commenced, and where the main ſtreſs of it lay, The road afterward very 
gradually aſcends to near the diſtance of one mile and a half from the town, 
where the preſent turapike-gate is placed, On both ſides of the road, after 
the firſt mentioned quick aſcent, are level {paces of ſome extent, particularly 
to the eaſtward: but the ground, on each hand, ſoon deſcends rather 
abruptly, and with a broken ſurface, Juſt at the turnpike-gate, an ancient 
road, now in little uſe, but, as is reported, formerly the great road to the 
metropolis, branches eaſtward from the turnpike, down to the river. Op- 
palite this is another road, ſtill frequented, and leading weſtward to the city 
of MWarce/ier. A little nearer the town, on the ſame fide, is the ſpot called 
Battle-well, but which has nothing but a very confuſed tradition to ſupport 

* | its 


. Woe to the vanquiſhed! 


3 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES "OF THE 


its claim to that appellation. The river Avon, running ſouth of Eveſham, 
flows, in a ſemicircle, at the bottom of the broken grounds on both ſides, 
and thus' — ALHUTY om in its largeſt A 


From what has been previouſly advanced, it is evident that the, a. 


which branches weſtward, and leads, through part of the pariſh of Hadbury. 


to Worceſter, muſt have been the way by which prince Edward approached to 
Eveſham. This is now a turnpike road; and though but little frequented, in 
compariſon of- the great London road to the ſouth of the town, is known to 
be of great antiquity, There is ſufficient evidence to prove, that, at a place 
called Chadbury, (in ancient times Chadelburi,) where the hills contract greatly 
the level ſpace by e the river, there n ſtood a caſile to de- 
fend the paſs, 


There is alſo ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, that this was the ancient road from 
Worceſter to the metropolis ; and probably the only one exiſting at the period 
in which the battle was fought. That it was, at one time, farther extended, 
its continuation, on the oppoſite fide of the Warwickthire road, will plainly 
evince. In addition to this, I have myſelf been ſhewn, when the water was 
low, the piers and other manifeſt tokens of a broken bridge, at the very 
point where this continuation of it is intercepted by the river. This bridge, 
if its former exiſtence be allowed, muſt have connected it with the pariſh of 
Offenham, which lies cloſe on the oppofite bank, and probably afforded a paſ- 
ſage to the metropolis, through a more eaſy and level country than that 
1 which * . great yon * 


This broken bridge, of which the ee is indiſputable, eight give riſe 
to various conjectures that we have not, at preſent, even a tradition left to 
confirm. Hollingshed indeed afferts, that, immediately after Edward's eſcape, 
he gave orders that all the bridges in this country ſhould be broken down, 
to prevent Leicefter's ſurpriſing his party, before it had attained ſufficient 
ſtrength to oppoſe him. But other authors confine this circumſtance merely 
to the bridges over the Severn. Neither does that in queſtion ſeem ſo near 
to, what muſt then have appeared, the probable ſcene of action, as to have 

been 
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been aſſected by this order. All things conſidered. it may not perhaps be 
deemed too wild a conjecture to ſuppoſe, that this very bridge was broken 
don by the prince, immediately before the battle; to prevent all poſſibility of 
the earls eſcape to the metropolis, where lay his 1 * — and to 
W 1 . 
Men AH 'iegr acls 

"Dum clots — —— — this 
conjecture, One of theſe, which. relates to the evident marks of carnage 
near the ſite of this bridge, will hereaſter he more fully noticed. The other 
is, — that no ſufficient evidence can (I ſuppoſe) be brought to prove, that 
there was, at that period, any other regular paſſage from Worcefter' to the 
metropolis, The preſent great road, on the ſouthern fide of Eveſham, is 
known to be of very modern date. There was, I have been informed, a 
rather mare ancient road, that led from Worcefter, through Perſtore and Hin- 
tan, to London; but this, as it did not include Eueſtam in its courſe; is en- 
tirely out of the queſtion, The two conjectures therefore, that the road 
by which the prince approached to Hueſtam was then the principal paſſage from 
Worceſter to that place, — and that its correſponding branch, over the bridge 
of Qffenlam, was then the only paſſage from Eveſham to London, ſeem to carry 
equal probability, and, in fad, to ſupport each other, — We have, it muſt 
not be concealed, ſufficient proof from old records, that a bridge at Eveſham 
had been, before, execied: but that it led to the-metropolis, except by a 
very indirect progreſs, or afforded effectual means of eſcape, may very rea- 
ſonably be called in queſtion, Theſe circumſtances have been detailed at 
ſome length, that the reader may be enabled to judge, for himſelf, of the 
probability of ſuck unſupported conjectures, which ſeem, ä 
— —— — 


4 Pines Albekieiaiehbappattanenetthiheighth nortanad of the tow, . 
early in the morning: while Leicefter bailed his approach, as the means of 
enſuiig victory and triumph. But to prevent all poſſibility of a miſtake, on 
the firſt appearance of an armed force ſo near him, be is reported to have 
Batra eee — of the clock tower of the 
Re. | Abbey, 

* Rnighton fiys it was his barber» | r 08 
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Abbey, in order to certify himſelf, by the ſtandards, of his ſon's approach. 
waving in the van, which bore the inſignia of the Montfort party. He was 
about haſtily to deſcend,” and conſirm his general's expectations: but ſtill 
gazing on the troops, as they gradually approached; he ſoon diſcovered the 
unwelcome: enſigns of Mortimer flying in the rear. He called aloud to the 
earl, who anxiouſly waited the event below: We are loſt? - Theſe are not, as 
you ſuppoſe, your ſon's forces, but thoſe of the prince, your bilterefl| enemy. Leiceſ- 
ter, well aware of the extreme diſadvanitage of his ſituation, is faid to have 
— — — — 1 the mung 

enemie ? 11 8 £0 (03 56 204 ee TE $43 364 =. 
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Thewurry nnd renduliow e enſued in * aw en- 


virons, may be beſt imagined by tlioſe accuſtomed to fuch events. The 


troops were in haſte called forth; but to their leader all hope was utterly 
extinct. It is affirmed, that he ordered his men to make a ſort of ſummary 
confeſſion to the monks, and aſterward attempted their encouragement in 
_ words : — Let all thaſt who aſpire to die for their country, its laws and liber- 

ties, inflantly prepare for battle. "Theſe" who wiſh only for an inglorious exiſtence 
art af full erty to depart. His deſperation was probably viſible in his 
countenance. His ſon Henry Montfort endeavoured to throw a gleam of 
hope on this dark ſhade of melancholy preſage; but to no purpoſe. The 
old earl replied : — This deſpair is not on my own account, m ſon! Your own, 
and your brother's pride and ambition have led us all to this diſmal extremity. Never- 
theleſs, I truſt, I ſhall die in the' cauſe of God and of juſtice. — This was an awful 
moment! We hear this ambitious character, poſſibly from the effect of long 
habit, haranguing with all the generous and diſintereſted patriotiſm of an 
Epaminondas. We might reaſonably expect ſome fincerity in the ſentiments 


dictated by ſuch a terrible conjuncture. But hiſtory affords too many ex- 
amples of thoſe, who having long deceived others, at length arrive at deceiv- 


ing themſelves ; and wrap themſelves up in the dark mam 
— TER 211k ft | A 


by adds ˙AA tri iiette con afrnctend bac dies, 


We may however kuppots Mentforth zeay to haye ayounted to chout foven thouſand men, and the 
prince's to a conſiderably greater number, 
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ble, allowed him full leiſure to effec: this; contented with the advantageous 
fituation he occupied; and which we may ſuppoſe him unwilling to abandon. 
About two, the earl marched from the town with his forces drawn up, as 
ſome affirm, in a denſe, circular body. The unfortunate Henry, much 
againſt his inclination, was 'obliged to appear in a very conſpicuous part of 
their army. All hiſtorians agree that he was, on this occaſion; dreſſed in 
Leiceter's armour, and diſguiſed in all his habiliments. The reaſons for this 
ſtep, though obvious, will hereafter. be more fully diſplayed. Before they 
had entirely quitted the town, the Welch troops furniſhed by Llewellyn, and 
already ſufficiently barrafſed by hunger and ' fatigue, haſtily took to flight; 
and attempting to croſs the Avon, were many of them drowned, and the 
reſt, according to the jocular Knighton,*: a ſecond. time . baptized in that ſtream. 
Both the example and the preſage afforded by this event, were of the very 
termined countenance: but was not, we may reaſonably. preſume, allowed 
to reach the brow of the firſt acclivity, before the attack began, Knighton, 
who lived much nearer the time of this event, and who from his local fitu- 
ation, not very remote from the ſpot. had better opportunities of informa- 
tion than moſt other hiſtorians, expreſſiy affirms that Edward, on ſeeing 
Leiceſter approach from the town, 6 that he micht engage 
-m "4 | 


AD bifeniznsmaite-theie teflimony; to-prove this battle was diſtinguilhed 
by peculiar rage and ferocity. If we take into, confideration. the ſentiments 
that muſt have actuated each party, in this conteſt, we ſhall not doubt it. 


Deſpair, from their hopelels.laruation ; with the near proſpect of total ruin 
Res and 


* - . s * 


Ae eee dee which enen ee but this, from the diſtance and fituation 
of that river, is impoſſible, N et in tran- 
fende funien Dee multi ſubmerf ſunt, et reliqui demo baptizati.” 


1 Feftnavitque ut monticlvo aſcenſu primes bell it oceupare poſit 
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and extermination; muſt bave. diſpoſed the earl's forces to fell their lives as 
dear as poſſible. On Edward's: ſide, revenge ; his father's captivity and dif- . 


grace ; the total depreſſion of all his magnificent expeRtations ; with, at this 
arduaus-moment, the neat proſpect of their revival, with increaſed ſplen- 
„„ 6 UDO Yi 05 SARI YOSI Wag 
E eee il 11 N b n 4 - 33 
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By in een ke leg der — — 
ſeemed to indicate the event of the battle. But no man deſerted his poſt; 
Death or victory were the only alternatives. Encloſed by the nature of the 


Place, within a very fmall ſpace of ground: and oppoſed, | according to the 
cuſſom of the times, man againſt man, no quarter was allowed by one party. 


or accepted by the other. As the day dechned, the weary forces of Beicgſer 
began to flacken their efforts ; and it was then an event happened which 
would grace 2 romance, equally with à true recital of events. The king, ex- 
poſed in the front of the battle, and douhtleſ combating with no great ar- 
dour againſt his own party; was, by a common. foldier, wounded in the 
thonlder, and firnck to the ground. The man was proceeding to diſpatch 


| his royal antagoniſt, when Henyy uttered the fimple, yet ſtriking expreſſion, 


which all hiſtorians have thought worthy their particular notice: Do not kill 
ms. I am Henry of Wincheſter, your ting. He was, obſerves the old annaliſt, 
2 ſimple mar, and not over-warlike. The expreſſion. renders the remark 
entirely uſeleſs ; but it ſaved his life. Adam de Monte alto, or Mam ham, bear- 
ing it, ran to his ſuccour. A rumour of the ſtrange accident pervaded the 
troops, in ſpite of the -tumuſt and hurry of the fight, and reached his ſon 
Eiward. He ruſhed to the affiſtanes of his father, thus ſtrangely diſguiſed 
and endangered, and having provided for his fafety by a guard, 8 
RD left him to reanimate his aftoniſhed forces. = 


But during this ſhort interval, a "_ had been ruck which at once de- 
cided' this obftinate conteſt. Sin Montfort, witti His" ſ6tv Henry, and a few 
of his moſt faithful adherents, was now ſtruggſitiy, on foot, againſt adverſe 
fate, and the near approach of inevitable deſtruction. His horſe had been 
killed under him; and he wus nearly ſurrounded by an hoſt of: enraged ene- 

mies. 
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mies. Perceiving all reſiſtance uſeleſs, he exclaimed to his opponents : — 7s 
there no mercy among you The reply was prompt: What mercy for a traitor! 
He is reported to have again uttered the exclamation uſed on Edward's firſt 
appearance : — Then may God have mercy. on our ſouls ; out bodies. muſt perifh ! 
No great reſpect was paid either to his piety, or his defpair. He, his fon, 
and ſmall party of attendants were ſoon after cloſed with, and cut to pieces. 


Eduard was foon informed of this fortunate event; and victory, from that 
moment, became certain. The adverſe army was totally diſmayed by the 
loſs of their chief, and fled in every direction. The ſlaughter, on all ſides, 
was dreadful, If any probability may be allowed to the: conjecture, that the 
bridge at Offenham was deſtroyed immediately before the conflict, we may 
imagine great multitudes, ignorant of the demolition, to have attempted 
to eſcape that way, and periſhed either in the water or by the ſword, The 
reſervoir, now called Battle-well, is traditionally reported to have been fo 
choaked with carnage, as to have remained long uſeleſs to its frequenters. 
The whole period of time occupied by this conteſt was feven hours; from 
two in the afternoon, to nine at night: — but of theſe at leaſt two hours = 


be appropriated CS My po ang 


ee ber h s altos not well ifcertained ; bot it could not be len 
chan near three thoufand of the commonalty. The principal barons who 
here met their fate were, according to Knighton, Simon Montfort and his ſon 
Herwy, Hugh le Defpenſer, Raiph Baſſet, Thomas de Efterlye. William de Manda- 
ville,, Jolin de Beaurhamp, Roger de Route, and Guy de Baliol. To theſe Holling- 
Red adds, Sir Willians York, Walter de Creppings, Roger St. Jokn, and Robert 
Tregoz. Guy de Bakol or Ballhof, a foreigner, was fo mangled by his wounds, 
that they were obliged to inter him in all his babiliments ; and thus, of all 
| theſe 


®* This does not ſeem conformable to the idea generally formed of his character. As for the ex- 
clamations which follow, they ſeem to me little heightenings adopted by the old annaliſt, (Kwghton,) 
and if not real, extremely probable. But fathes Daniels aſſertion does not merit this indulgence. 
He affirms that—At the time of Montfort's death, there happened ſuch a dreadful. ſtarm of thunder 
and lightening, and fach e thick darkneſs in the air, as were * 
death of their chief, 
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theſe warriors, appears moſt likely to be the man whoſe remains, cloathed 
in armour, were lately dug up at Eveſham. It could not, as ſome ſuppoſe, 
be Montfort himſelf; as we are aſſured, on all hands, that his head was cut 
off after the fight; and, with a wanton barbarity uncommon even in thoſe 
times, P CR 


Wigmore caſtle. 


——— — who had, 20085 may preſume, Curing the conteſt, 
prayed moſt fervently for the ſucceſs of their favourite, had now nothing 
to do but prepare for his obſequies. Simon Montfort, and moſt of the other 
chieſtains of the party, were buried in the Abbey church. Henry himſelf is 
ſaid to have afliſted at the funeral of the earl. It is rather remarkable; that 
the 'arms* of ſeveral 'of theſe fallen heroes, ſtained on glaſs, are now to be 
feen in the eaſt window of the church of Fadbury, where the author reſides. 
Some have imagined they were there buried : but the moſt probable method 
of accounting for this circumſtance is — that theſe arms were removed from 
nn Ae F ng SIP at the demolition. | 


«© And now” (Gays Camden) « inſtantly, xs though the fink of miſchief had 
been cleanſed, a ne peace which he (Simon Montfort) had baniſhed, 
did every where appear.” But this is aſſerting too much. Though great 
things had been done, much ſtill remained to be effected. So great indeed 
and various were the difficulties through which Edward made his way to the 
throne, that it is impoſſible, notwithſtanding his too great ſeverity, and ſome 
ſubſequent failures in his foreign undertakings, to deny him the firſt rank 
Among the beroic monarchs of this nation. The events immediately ſucceed- 

ing the battle, ſcattered ſo widely over the pages of hiſtory, may be com- 
preſſed within a very ſmall compaſs, and are judged neceſſary for the com- 


pletion of the Den deſign. 


The 


V Theſe arms are: — 1. Quarterly Argent and Gules fretté, Or: over all a bendlet Sable. 
Le Deſpenſer.—2. Gules a lion rampant queue fourche Argent. Montfort—3. Mortimer with an 
eſcutcheon, Argent. — 4. Two bars, and a quarter Gules. Boſco or Corbett. — 5. Bende of ten 
Or and Azure, Montfort, — 6, ͤ—U—U—U—w ,, 
Or. Boteler, 
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The firſt uſe Henry ſeemed to make of his deliverance from captivity, and 
his victory at ' Eveſham, was the perſecution of his enemies, and the confiſca- 
tion of their eſtates. It was thought requiſite for ſeawity; to root out even 
the ſmalleſt fibres of commotion. A parliament was called, of a very diffe- 
rent complexion from the preceding one; which ſeconded all his defigns. The 
citizens of London were doomed to forfeit' all their privileges; to have their 
gates demoliſhed ; their magiſtrates and ornaments aboliſhed ; and, in a 
word, 9 ͤKͥ̃ ĩ˙ n 
exorbitant * of money. 


— —— — which 
would be difficult to-deſcribe, Simon Montfort, Leicefter's eldeſt fon, on whom 
they now directed their eyes as a. chieftain, thought it expedient to take mea- 
ſures for his own ſafety. | With this intent, he-ſet at liberty, without a ran- 
fom, Richard the king's brother, who had, all this time, been his priſoner at 
Kenilworth caſtle, His example was followed by many other perſons, wha 
hoped to make their peace, — n 
8 


* & 


But theſe — dies availed little with Henry in their favour. Young 
Montfort, ' perceiving his doom reſolved on, left Kenilworth, with a ſufficient 
garriſon; for the iſle of Axholme, in the marſhes of Lincolnſhire. This ſeemed 
ſo ſafe an aſylum for his party, that they flocked daily in great numbers to 
his ſtandard. Edward marched thither, without delay; and though the 
place was rendered almoſt impregnable by its ſituation, ſeconded by every 
effort of art, this prince, with his uſual activity and perſeverance, ſurmounted 
every obſtacle in his way, After a vigorous defence they were obliged to 


ſurrender, in the beginning of the year 1266, on condition only of their 
lives being preſerved. All other matters were referred to the:arbitrement 


of Richard, king of the Romans, and prince Edward, The former aſſured 
Henry, that the garriſon of Kenilworth had, ſoon after the affair at Eveſham, 
refolved upon his deſtruction ; and that it was entirely owing to young Mont- 
fort that his liſe was ſpared. He therefore intreated the king would grant him 


| a free pardan. This is a pleaſing trait of gratitude and bonour, which the 
ſavageneſs 
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ſavageneſß of the periad renders ſtill more intereſting. Hemp however, by 
the advice, as is ſaid. of the earl of Glouceſter, , (who had ſome, xeaſon tq 
hate the Montfort family,) reſolved on his baniſhment. A penſion. of fing 
hundred marks per annum were offered, if he would give up the poſſeſſion 
of: Kenikworth caſtle, Zut this it was not in bis power to perform. The gar- 
riſon would hearken to no mediation ; and young Montfort joined himſelf to. 
ſome pirates of the cinque-ports, and, for ſome time, led a lite of violence 
and rapine. It being very evident that the inhabitants of theſe parts were 
abettois of his outrages, Edward was deputed to chaſtiſe them: but he con- 
trived to reduce them to their allegiance, by milder meaſures. By promiſing 
an amneſty; and a confirmation of their privileges, „ 
duty, mm in Hie 


But Xenidworth Qill defied all the allcta af iow, acid Honey 
Haſtings and William de Pattiſkulle, who commanded there, relied ſo far on 
the ſtrength of the fortifications, and. of the garriſon which. conſiſted of ſe ; 
venteen hundred men, and depended ſo much on the promiſe of a relief by 
young Montfort, that they would hear of no terms of ſurrender. There was 
alſo a ſtrong body of rebels in the northern counties. Henry, ſon of Richard, 
was detached againſt theſe northern-free-booters.: He ſurpriſed and totally 
defeated them: but could not ſecure their chiefs; who, joining the late 
malecontents at Axkolme, took refuge in — Pa He 
and commitins ²˙-A ˙ nelghhonrjagoountines 4 2 


The celebrated ans eee ee Geiger act, 
happened toward the end of this year, 1266. — Thoſe hiſtorians, - parti- 
culatly the Scottj writers, who would deny their conqueror every virtue 
and accompliſhment, cannot ſurely, on peruſing this romantic incident, with- 
hold from him the praife of fingular valour and proweſs; rn 
| jane, ppp eee of the moſt heroic generoſity. 


her caſtle was at length wh ed te iter 
year. The garriſon had been long fo reduced by famine, as to be obliged to 
eat their horſes; and came forth with the appearance of ſpoctres, rather 
than 
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than men. -Nor would they, even now, ſurrender, till forty days had been 


allowed them, to wait for the ſuccour which they vainly expected from young 


Theſe. advantages, and the hope of ſtill greater againſt the Ey rebels, 
elated the king, as uſual, beyond all bounds. The promiſes which his ſon 
had formerly made to the earl of Glouceſter, on his eſcape, were now en- 
tirely . neglected. The conduct of this nobleman, every-where apparently 
whimfical and inconſtant, ſeems here to have been ſo in the extreme. It 
may, however, be eaſily reconciled to the rules of juſtice and found policy. 
He reſolved to keep the king to his engagements, by throwing additional 
weight into the ſcale of the oppoſite party. He ſent word to the malcontents, 
and to Llewellyn prince of Wales, that he would endeavour to give them aſ- 
ſiſtance. It was a dangerous experiment; and he was indebted only to good 
fortune for its ſucceſs in the ſmalleſt degree. Henry inſtantly took the alarm: 
but did not think proper to abandon his enterpriſe at Ely, where he was 
fully employed. The earl, taking advantage of his abſence from the capital, 
marched thither with a conſiderable body of forces, and entered the city be- 
fore the inhabitants knew what to make of his intentions. The pope's legate 
retired to the Tower; which the earl beſieged, and quickly obliged to ſur- 


render. He then threw off the maſk by publiſhing a manifeſto, declaring — 
that he took up arms only to procure tolerable conditions for the malecon- 


tents, and to: oblige. tiers, and his ſon, to perform their engagements, 


The king then, in great haſte, ſent to prince Edward, in the northern parts 
of the kingdom, and, joining their forces, they poſted themſelves at Strat- 
ford. It was now that the earl of Glouceſter found he had deceived himſelt, 
in a point of the higheſt conſequence. He had reckoned greatly on his own 
popularity; but found that of Edward was far ſuperior. This prince's repu- 
tation for bravery drew great numbers to his ſtandard, and Glouceſter, daily 
abandoned by ſome of his forces, was at length obliged to take refuge in the 
' interceſſion of the king of the Romans. That good prince, exerting himſelf 
in his fayour, obtained his pardon, on condition of his laying down arms ; 


and alſo an amneſty for the city of London, which would otherwiſe have, 
8s done 
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once more; been ſeverely punithed. . He. farther extended his good offices to 
the rebels at Ey: but, on this head, Henry and his fon remained inexorable. 
Theſe malecontents being now the only object, were vigorouſly aflaulted ; 
and, having no reſource left, were ſoon ts a. to me with the oo | 
tion _ of _ lives d 8 | | | 


7 dei the - barrafſed —— 
the only enemy of its tranquility, ſoon after, in the end of 1267, ſent 
ambaſſadors to ſue for it. It was granted, on his promiſing to pay the 
ſum of twenty-five thouſand marks, and to do homage for his principality. 
All being quiet at home, Edward; and Henry“ ſon to the king of the Ro- 
mans, received the croſs, in the beginning of the following year; from the 
legate Ottoboni, The earls of Pembroke and Warwick, with upwards of one 
hundred and twenty knights, and great numbers of the people, followed 
their romantic example. St. Louis, king of France, was to command, in 
chief: but jt was happy for Edward that he did not, in all: reſpeds, follow 
the fortunes of his leader. In order to obtain ſatisfaction for a certain tri- 
bute withheld from his brother, the king of Sicily, Louis laid fiege to Tunis; 
with a reſolution not to quit it till he had obtamed his end This he effected: 
but, juſt as he was leaving the African 'thore, the plague broke ont among 
his troops, and carried off not only the greater part of theſe, but alſo moſt 
of their leaders, and the good Louis himſelf. Whoever conſults the records 
of his reign, will perceive that this worthy character had a much better claim 
to the title of faint, than mol of thoſe who have been honoured wn * 
1 og Man zun OT A 
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Elward men i Woot with this Ain ame a in Sicily; wich invent | 
of purfuing his voyage to Paleſtine, early in the following ſpring. Though 


This young prince ſoon after met with 2 very diſaſtrous fate, Paſſing through Viterbo, in 
his way to Guienne, Guy de Montfort, ſon of the late earl of Leiceſter, encountered him as he was 
entering a church, and murdered him at the foot of the altar, to revenge his father's death at 
Eveſham. Neither Henry nor his father, Rickard king of the Romans, were in that battle: but 
this tragical conſequence of it proved the cauſe of the death allo (through grief) of the amiable, 
but not very kerac Richard. 
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the death of Zouis had rendered him hopeleſs of much ſucceſs; he thought it 
incumbent on him to perform his vow. Thither he repaired, in ſpring, 
1271; and after performing ſeveral exploits, of mote brilliancy than advan- 
tage to the cauſe, met with thoſe romantic incidents which have afforded a 
ſubject to ſo many romances, dramas, and hiſtorical paintings. Finding 
however little could be effected with his ſmall force, he- reſolved to return 
home; and, while on his voyage, heard of Henry's deceaſe. His character 
had been raiſed ſo high by his many heroic actions, that he was received 
every where, on his return, with exclamations of triumph ; but no where 
with more than in his own kingdom. He was ſoon after crowned; and du- 
ring a reign of thirty-five years, maintained-a uniform character of magnani- 
mity and the love of juſtice, but a little too much ſtained by acts of ſeverity. 
(ora in 


i 


IH Us ended this memorable conteſt between licentious ambition, and the 
luſt of deſpotic. power : and thus does providence, ſporting with the deſigns of 
purblind mortals, often produce the higheſt good from the work intentions. 
The whole was a game perpetually, playing, and, in all appearance, perpetually 
to be played. It conſiſted merely of the ſelfiſh ſtruggles of party. But here a 
crown, not an inferior office dependent on it, was the object. As the prize 
* was richer than common, fo did the competitors diſplay a more than common 
proportion of treachery, fraud, and cruelty. The nobleſt advantage to which 
a generous people could aſpire, — the right of the commanalty to interfere 
with moderation in affairs of ſtate, — and. the full eſtabliſhment of their 
liberties, before. only indeterminately ſketched out in the charters. of Jokn, 
were the reſult; of theſe fierce contentions, | But no thanks are due to the 
actors in them: they ſerved but their own ends, We ſhould rather look up 
to that Being who, by ſecond cauſes, that often to our weak fight appear both 
contradictory and inadequate, diſpoſes of all thoſe events > which we ** 


ſtruggle, in vain and bloedy-comteſls; to role. dS thre aa 79 


Though the barons originally took up arms oP a aufe both juſt and ne- 
„ Nl >, ceflary, 
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ceflary, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that the ultimate defigns of their leader 
tended to the public good; or that he cared for any kind of: liberty, but 
that of {yranmnifing himſelf over his equals and inferiors. Many. IL am aware, 
have eſpouſed a different opinion: and ſuch have an equal right to maintain 
and aſſert it. But as motives are, in maſt caſes, hidden from our obſerva- 
tion, -aftions will beſt decide on the man. A ſhort but impartial abſtract from 
the life of this problematic character will determine the, av ety dauer | 

than ary euer ain a yu can 2 © | 65 
| Simon de Montfort was the few ofthe ſaints geners of the fame meme, 
employed in the war againſt the Albigenſes. From his office in this war, 
which had, with the bigots of thoſe days all the merits of a real cru- 
fade, be was diſtinguiſhed by the title of the mo# holy Count ; and thus 
left to his poſterity an hereditary claim to the veneration of the monks. He 
was killed, in the year 1218, by a ſtone: thrown from the walls of T holouſe, 
which he was then beſieging.“ Two other ſons are noticed by an ancient 
biſtorian,+ who tells us that, after the death of Simon de Montfort, his ſon and 
heir Amatric raiſed the ſiege of Tholouſe,. and carried his father's body, when 
embowelled. to Carcaſſone, for interment, - In a ſubſequent fiege, Guido, 
count de Bigorra, the brother of Amatric,” and another ſon of Simon, was alſo 
killed. From this we may infer, that the Simon de Montfort, who afterward 
took the lead in Engliſh politics, was probably the third and. youngeft ſon of 


this famous general. 


For i cher ichen of his life, the records of a foreign country muſi 
be conſulted. His firſt appearance in our on was about the year 1237: 
when, having abandoned the French court in diſguſt, we ſind him very aſſi- 
duouſly and ſucceſsfully cultivating the favour of Henry the third. © 


The 


* His epitaph, written by Roger de Infule, or De F Ilir, runs thus : 
Datur item fato, caſuque cadunt iterato wth 25 
Simone fublato ; Mars, 'Paris, atque Cato, af! 
+ M. Paris Hiſt, MS, cited by Uſher. | 268 
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| The very firſt-year after his arrival. an opportunity offered, when it ap- 


peared to our verſatile courtier more advantageous to hazard the loſs. of this 
ſavour, than ſecurely to retain it. The illuſtrious earl of Pembroke had been 
ſome time dead, and left Hens ſiſter a widow. Montfort,” who was proba- 
bly of an agreeable perſon and addreſs, perceived the advantage it might give 


him to be allied to one ſo nearly related to the king. Knowing however, 


that if he proceeded openly; his preſumptuous ambition would meet with 
deriſion, rather than ſucceſs, he contrived, in fecret, ſo far to ingratiate 
himſelf with this lady,“ that the king, ſoon after, found it neceſſary to have 
them privately married in his chapel. Rickard, the king's brother, was highly 
exaſperated by this affront ; and repreſented to Henry the diſgrace: of her 
martying a younger brother, of ſo inferior a family. The king was obliged 
to explain. He convinced Richard of the ablolute-neceſlity of the marriage: 
adding that it was already folemnized, and the princeſs far gone with child. 
Montfort finding the court a little irkſome to him, at this period, carried his 
wife to Rome; where he got the pope to confirm. this alliance. He then re- 
turned to England, and appeared at court, as much in favour with the mo- 
narch as before. This circumſtance, more than any other, ſerved to raiſe a 
violent clamour againſt foreigners about the king's perſon; and it is curious 
to find, ſome years after, when Montfort had changed his party, this very 
man, . afar. Frame Sang 2 of this clamour 


aghinſt foreign influence.” M ye 


In the year 1239, he was — earl of Leiceſter. A few days — 
Henry had ſhewed him this mark of his favour, with a ſurpriſing degree of 


childiſh abſurdity, he accuſed Montfort, in public, of having debauched his 
ſiſter, and bribed the pope. to confirm the marriage. The reproach was a 


little unſegſonable: but the earl; dreading farther reſentment, ſet, out for 


France 


pe * This good lady had, after the death of her huſtand, made a yow of perpetual clan. 


+ It is affirmed, by a late hiſtorian, [Smollet] that Simon Montfort inherited the honour of 
Hinckley, the flewardfip of England; and the county of Leiceſter, — pO_".4 
— 1-5; N 
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France the ſame-day, with the princeſs his: wife; well knowing the _ king's 
wrath would'be as — — as 5 ——̃ ( — 

N = LON ro enman 00 vids 
66 e who” ey Rapin— could neither Seer ftehngvong 
called him from thence, in 1240. The earl, ſoon after, ſet out on an ex- 
pedition to Paleſtine, where he remained but a ſhort time. His diſpoſition 
had little of the romantic caſt. A court beſet by contending parties, where; 
by intrigues, he could moſt ſucceſsfully promote his on intereſt and ambi- 
tious views, was the proper field for this buſy character. We hear little of 
him during Henry's inglorious campaign in France, or any other tranſaction; 
for ſome years; till, in 1249, ſome of the Gaſcon nobility having revolted, 
he was ſent over to Guienne, or Gaſcony, to reduce them, and acquired 
great reputation by his prudent and ſucceſsful management of the affair. 
Henry was much elated by this good fortune: and concluded the chaſtiſe- 
ment of the Gaſcons would ſerve as a perpetual example to his Engliſh ſub- 
jects, and prevent their even murmuring at any deſpotic meaſures which he 
might adopt. On this preſumption, he received Leiceſter, at his return, in 
1251, with the moſt extravagant honours, and the moſt profuſe rewards: 
This conduct exceedingly heightened the general odium both againſt the king 
himſelf; and this favoured foreigner, as, at the ſame time, this injudicious 
monarch ſeemed to undervalue any ſervices performed by his native ſubjects. 
Thus was the earl himſelf the chief cauſe of that unworthy conduct, which 
he afterward made the ee of all his — preg menſares. WEE: 


$ . 


But the ſubtle Calves were, n this Ge. — their artfiil 
governor. Deputies arrived, the fame year, from Guienne, accufing him of 
the moſt unjuſt and ſcandalous oppreſſions. He was, in this inſtance; as will 
appear by the ſequel, rather the injured than injurious party; Leicgler waited 
on the king to juſtify himſelf, and denied every particular laid to his charge. 
He wondered the king would liſten to the frivolous complamts of the Gaſcon 
rebels, againſt a man who, in a poſt where others were uſed to enrich them- 
ſelves and their creatures, had ferved him faithfully, and expended great 
part of his eſtate in his office, Henry aſſured him that he gave no credit to 
theſe accuſations : that, on the contrary, he had reſolved to ſend commiſ- 

fioners 
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floners 16/Guiennes t6-acquire«horough informaation of the condudt of theſe 
artful rebels. . To convince" him further of his good opinion, he made the 
earl a ſecond preſent, and ordered him to be in readineſs to return to his 


i q c . # . C0 — 4 
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* While Leiegſter was in preparation; the Gaſcons, informed of his intended 
reinſtatement, deputed the archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, to renew their accuſa- 
tion arid complaints. The commiſſioners, who had been ſent to Guienne on 
enquiries, returned, while this prelate was in London. Their report was, — 
that the earl had indeed uſed fone: of the Gaſcon nobility rather harſhly: 
but, as far as they could find, according to their deſerts. © This report might 


have acquitted Leiceſter, at any other period: but Henry, who was unable to 


judge for himſelf, had, in the interval, been gained over by the biſhop of 
Bourdeaux, and ſuddenly ſtarted aſide into the oppoſite extreme, He had been 
aſſured by that prelate; — that if Zejcefter ſhould return to Guienne, that 
province muſt be irrecoverably loſt. - This idea made ſo deep an impreſſion 
on the king, that he reſolved to ſacrifice: the earl, to preſerve, if poſſible, 
the affections of the Gaſcons. He ordered Leice/ter's accuſation to be brought 
before the peers, and determined to uſe all his influence to procure his 
condemnation. The whole kingdom, no leſs than. the earl himſelf, was 
aſtoniſhed at this unexpected change. But this active and politic ſtateſman 
took, perhaps the only meaſure,” that could have prevented his utter ruin. 


He found means to gain over Richard the king's brother, the earl of Glouceſ- 


ter, and moſt of the powerful party in oppoſition to the court. Relying on 
their ſupport, on the day appointed, he appeared with much confidence 
before the court, and-juſtified himſelf, with fo much force and ſtrength of 
evidence, that his accuſer the archbiſhop was extremely puzzled how to pro- 


ceed, Whenever he opened his mouth to maintain his aſſertions, he found 


himſelf interrupted by a repetition of Zeice/er's arguments from ſome one 
or other of the barons, now become his friends. It was the king's turn now 


to wonder and become indignant. He could not refrain from ſhewing his diſ- 


pleaſure, and uſing ſeveral very harſh_expreflions. Leiceſter finding his juſti- 
fication complete, now improved his victory, and began to boaſt his ſervices; 
calling on Henry, with much We to W 10 wore with reſpect to 

CY the. 
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the promiſed reward. A curious dialogue enſued. The king replied, —he 
did not think it neceſſary to keep his word with a traitor. The earl, enraged be- 
yond all bounds, told him plainly.— le lied : adding that, were he note king, 
© he would make him repent his words. It is not poſſible, continued Leiceſter, to 
ſuppoſe, that ſuch a prince as you are can ever practiſe confeſſion. Tes, replied 
Henry, Tam aChriftian, and confeſs often. To what: end, ſaid the earl, without 
| repentance of former offences ? I repent, anſwered Henry, of nothing ſo much, as 
having laviſhed my favours on a man like you, with ſo little gratitude, and ſo much 
inſolence and brutality. — The king then gave orders to have him ſeized : but 
finding his friends preparing to aſſiſt him, he was himſelf ſeized with a moſt 
unkingly trepidation, and deſiſted from his purpoſe. He had even the weak - 
neſs to allow of an application in the earl's' favour, and became, to outward 
appearance, entirely reconciled; on very trifling ſatisfaction. || But this inſo- 
lence ſunk ſo deeply in his mind, that he could never afterward even ſer this 
former favourite, without betraying ſome emotion. — We cannot, after pe- 
rufing ſuch a paſſage, wonder at any of the ſtrange events of this reign ; and 
Rapin, after recording it, very judiciouſly remarks that — no one would 
FG PEER > pI Re | 


From this period, . —— 
He was, in the year 1252, ſent back to Guienne ; but with a deſign rather 
to keep him out of miſchief, than to promote his intereſt. Soon after, this 
dutchy was given to Edmund, the king's youngeſt ſon. . The Gaſcons rejoiced 
much in this alteration ; and having no longer reaſon to fear a man, now 
ſpeedily to be recalled, laid ſo many ſnares in his way, that it required all 
his ſagacity to eſcape them. He contrived however to make them 2. 
— nm . 


in the following year, era he conduct of theſe Gaſcons plainly evinced 
that they were determined to rebel, and that the cauſe of their former com- 
: plaints was merely an apprehenſion that Leice/ter's vigilance and activity would 
_ diſappoint their intentions. He was no ſooner recalled.“ than a plot was diſ- 
| i . which 
| had 
* He had retved into France, iumediately after hls regnation. Shes 
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had very troubleſome conſequences, is no otherwiſe connected with my ſub- 


jet, than by the circumſtance of Leiogler s offering his ſervices to the king, 
at the cloſe of this year; and his marching ſome troops, at his on expence, 
into the province. His arrival, added to a report that Alphonſo, king of Caſ- 
tile, was in private treaty with Hemy to betray them, produced x great effect, 
and they ſoon after returned to their obedience, This action has a good, and 
generous appearance: x Arr; 
—— — ewe as well as raſh; to decide. 
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committee, appointed to dra up the famous articles of the Oxford parlia- 
ment. Theſe articles met with conſiderable oppoſition. Earl Werrenne plainly 
refuſed to ſign them. Prince Edward; who had before ſworn to their ob- 
ſervance; endeavoured afterward to retract. Hemy, ſon to the king of the 
Romans, withheld his aſſent, till they had been approved by - his father. 
Leicefter, ever arrogant and preſumptuous,” gave him to underſtand, that, if 
he did not unite in theſe meaſures, he ſhould not keep poſſeſſion of a foot of 
land in the kingdom. Wikiam de Valence, the king's half-brother, againſt 
whom theſe new regulations were particularly levelled, declaring he would 
rogative, was threatened by Leiceſter; with a reſumption of all the grants he 
held from the crown. When he obſerved, — that he knew how to defend his 
property. Leicefter informed him, <— his | head | ſhould: pay for hit diſobedience, 

William, and his brother Aymey, choſe rather — — 
_ — H tu 1 . W 


wy, thus ripped: of this authority, At cp: in 
the extreme. Ie was obliged to ratify” the Oxford proviſions, though they 
expreſſly deprived-him of all his prerogatives : but he could not, on fome 
occafions, help ſhewing both his terror and his reſentment... One day, as he- 


was going from the Tower by water, a violent ſtorm aroſe, which obliged , 
him to land at the neareſt-place of ſhelter.. This happened to be Durham- - 


houſe, then belonging to Laer. The earl came out to receive him, and, 
obſerving bis perturbation, enquired ir de cr 0 of the thunder nd 
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lightening, adding that there was no danger, as the florm was nearly paſt. No, 
no, ſaid Henry, the orm is not over: but, by God's head, I am 3 
n eee! "Wag l e. 
Ni ce ume It tothe ien t en 1 vt & e 

The king had indeed reaſon to ben chin vichtnt and encroaching lage. 

It appears plainly, from our hiſtory, that the barons, under his guidance, 
had reſolved never to lay down their authority. even after. all the purpoſes, 
for which it had been aſſumed. were effeded. Richard the king's. brother, 
about this time, wrote to them that he deſigned to return into England, to 
aſſiſt them in appeaſing the commotions of the kiagdom. The anſwer Was: 
— That they would neuer ſuffer him to return into. the kingdom, unieſs he ſwore. to 
obſerve the ftatutes of Oxford... Richard received the deputies, who brought this 
imperious meſſage; with equal haughtineſs. He informed them, that, — he 
thought it very firange the barons ſhould «thus new:madel, the government, without his 
| concurrence ; and proteſted — he would neither take tlie oath they, required, nor deft 
from his intentions of coming to England. The barons then equipped a fleet to 
diſpute his paſſage : but Richard, giving way to neceſſity, and believing, at 
the ſame time, that his preſence was neceſſary at home, rendered it uſeleſs 
by conſenting to ſign the articles. He came to Dover and took the oath, in 
the preſence — xy EFF RIOES who went to 
Ine: Nang $64) sgl 19 „ct er 33 nik: 
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But i in "thin RA ng a — — — 
the barons themſelves, on accout of their authoritative leader, He begun now 


to uſurp all the power delegated. to the twenty-four commiſſioners; and was 
even ſuſpected of aiming at the ſovereign power. The earl of Glouceſter, to 
form a party againſt him, ſpread. a report, which he doubtleſs, did not him- 
ſelf credit, that Zeice/ler was in league with prince Eduard | and. was endea- 
vouring to place him on the throne during his father's life. Poor Henry, 
then at &. Omers, was fo grievouſly alarmed by this report, that he would 
not for ſome time venture to return to England, leſt his life, or, at leaſt, his 
liberty ſhould be attempted.¶ But prince Edward. who barboured. no ſuch 
black intentions, fully juſtified himſelf to his affrichted ſire. Glauayfer, find 
e A mode would not ſucceed, un. in a more open 


way. 
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way. He accuſed him of ſeveral miſdemeanors committed both in England 
and in Guienne, and demanded a day ſhould be appointed, for him to prove 
theſe charges. Leicefler appeared, on the day fixed, with ſuch confidence 
and apparent innocence, that Gloucgſer ſhrunk from the taſk he had im- 
poſed upon himſelf, and required longer time alledging that his witneſſes 
were not all prepared. The King of the Romans, the general reconciler, 
made up this quarrel; very much as it afterward appeared, contrary to his 
rating 'fome of the offenfive articles; he undertook, and in ſome meaſure 
ſucceeded in, effecting a general reconciliation. But Leicgſter could ill brook 


this proceeding: it went direclly againft all his plans; and he retired to 


France in great diſguſt. As he could not openly aſſign his motive for this 
Rep; he pretended that he ought not to. truſt a prince, who never hefitated 
at à breach of faith if he thought it — 7s 1 This 
. Wm -- ture 10 th Fc b coed 


eee ne ene eee eise apa, 
1 the following year, his party beginning again to ſtir,” (theking'sab- 
ſence in Guienne giving them a' favourable opportunity for their cabals,) 
of thoſe troubles which ſo long harraſſed this unfortunate country. All the 
tranſactions of this ambitious character during that period have been alteady 
ſo fully detailed, that it will be improper farther to notice more than two; 
ume i Ren > ere Rn 0900p ahr n 
it een een wHERTOTRERITRe T2, Minn mon 

3 1 Gemens appaticted? by Zeiegfter's-diredlions! — 
A e er robes is one of theſe ſingular mancuvres. Glouceſter ſaw 
this feſtival in no other light. but that of a ſnare laid for his liberty, if not 


his life 5 and, though Rapin does not notice ſome eſſential circumſtances in 


this affair, we cannot doubt but it was meant as ſuch. Other hiſtorians, al- 
moſt unanimouſly, - inform us; that on Gloucefter's. not 1 appearing at this 
tournament, Leiceller prevailed- on the young nobility-who were aſſembled 
for other purpoſes, 'to- proceed directly againſt him to ih marches of Wales; 
. nearing, ex a ge —ů 5 — n 
e e eee e 96 ee t bee blood onion! min 
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9 of no very diſſimilar nature, was the laſt action of Leicefter's 
lte: — he rematłable circumſtance of his dreſſing the captive Henry in his 
own armour, and placing him in the front of an arty hoſtile to himſelf. 
For this, three motives may be aſſigned; either of which a man 
of honour, or even true-courage;” would ſputu from his imagination. He 
muſt either have intended; by this trick. to eſſect the ſpeedy deſtruction of 
tte king; (which in fact was very near taking plece.;) — of; he muſt have 
ſuppoſed, in caſe of a diſtovery, ſuch an incident would obeck the ardour of 
his opponent's troops or lafily, and moſt probably, he hoped to keep open 
nàn opportunity for his on eſcape, if it ſhould prove a meaſure of expe- 
dierice. .- But from all theſe motives. uncotrupted nature revolts with indig- 
nation. No valid arguments can be adduced to prove, that honour-and 
common honeſty ſhould ever be ſeparated from the politics, either of peace, 
or war: and thoſe o attempt to diſimite em, or palliate their eiſt cts 
when thus diſunited, deſerve worſe of the hunmm race than be ho ſhould 
recommend even ſuicie as laudable example; r- bs: irt tet en 
als 14 ana Adr Hit); teen een et tr 
The character of Sm Montfort is no uncommon one, nor anywhere" of 
dificult ſolution- Ambition and ſelt- intereſt were the ruling paſſions ; and 
theſe he purſued through right andiwrong; and over obſtactes which common 
minds could not contemplate without horror and amazement. To theſe, he 
brought great abilities, and the moſt daring courage, When ſuperior talents 
and equal villany are thus united; they, as in the preſent caſe, commonly 
prove . fociat order; and the ——ů — 
5 Fa pin 5 Te eigen en e een e 

At ths Sapp; kater er be küiberch as Welw üsun harder 
conterning which! both our hiſtortans and ſubſequent writers have: more 
widely differed. To ſome he has appeared the Cualine: to others the Brutus, 
of his age. Though it muſt be eafily diſcerned to which party the authors 
opinion inclines, he will not attempt to decide on his political merits; but, 
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from the very ſufficient evidence already collected. leave the reader to ſorm 
his own opinion on the ſubject. At leaſt, it muſt be owned+that: gratituda 
was not the moſt eminently conſpicuous among his virtues ; as the very mo- 
narch he perſecuted was the entire author of bis/fortunes, and the firlt cauſe 
of his ability to effect his on fublequent captivity and diſgrace. One thing 
is: certain; that had not the vigilant and dauntleſo Edward then cxilied, 
Leice/ter's. party muſt have prevailed : and, in that caſe. what form the Engliſh 
government would, by this time, have aſſumed, is beyond the ſuill of the 
3 e e to detarmine ts 
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THE local memorials; of this important Wee but m and thoſe 
ſo entirely dependant on tradition. that the reader muſt be left to reject or 
admit them, as they ſeem, to poſſeſs. more. or leſs. probability. The place 
called Battle-well, is among the principal of theſe memorials.” It lies in a ſort 
of ravine, between two quick deſcending. banks, a little more than a mile 
northward of the town. At preſent, there is nothing to be ſeen but a re: 
ſervoir of conſiderable dimenſions, but little depth; conſtructed of clay, and 
covered with turf, It ſeems generally empty of water, except at thoſe times 
when its general abundance muſt render ſuch a receptacle entirely uſeleſs, 
& battie-axe-of the ancient form was. ſome; years ago, dug up near this ſpot. 
It was a good while in the poſſeſſion of a gentleman of Eveſaam ; but, after 
his death, fell: into various hands, and is not now to be found. This place 
is conſiderably northward of the deſcent, where the battle began: but, in 
the latter part of the ſtruggle, havock and ſlaughter, mult eee 
2 reren. . 


There: bon piece of meadow ground. cloſs.to the remains of the bridge 
* Offentiam, and planted. round with willaws, which ſtill retains the appellar 
tion of deadman's dt. Here, (as I was informed by a creditable farmer who 
rents the land,). at the time theſe willows were planted,. innamerable hones, 
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few years ſince, . plicotof arable rlandy/2-ittle'to-the molt. 
of this "meadow, where lately a brick-kiln vas eredted, the ſame circums 
ſtance took place; both at the formation of the kiln, and on ſmoothing the 
ſurface, after its removal. A former ſuppoſition, that an attempt to eſcape 
this way was made by ſome of Montfort's troops, who niht be ignorant of the 
demolition of the bridge. will plainly enough account for this congeſtion of 
bones. But there are various other probable. It may have 
been uſed as a place of burial for the commonalty, after the engagement. 
Or, which is not leſs probable, as Twyford, . à place in former ages of ſome 
account, but now no longer exiſting; is within a few paces of this ſpot, it 
A ˙ Eons mens wigs. I 


_——_ ay UW RES er e e leading 
down to the river, a ſtone of about fix feet in height, and apparently ſquared 
by art, is fixed erect in the ground. No traces of any inſcription on it are 
to be found. But it has been perſorated obliquely, and, in the hole thus 
made, ſome remains of lead may be diſcerned. The place and figure of 
this ſtone have occaſioned many to ſuppoſe: it à memorial of the battle, and 
it has even, as I have heard, been deſcribed and engraved as ſuch. Zut its 
ſituation is ſurely too far from the ſpot, where the main effort of the battle 
evidently lay. To obviate this objection, it has been obſerved, — that it 
might be erected to mark the ſpot in which the battle was finally decided, hy 
the ſlaughter of the runaways. Jo this the multitude of bones, ſcattered all 
around, may ſeem to afford ſome probability. There are however other 
uſes, more obvious and leſs conjectural, to be aſſigned for this remarkable 
ſtone. The firſt; and that ſuggeſted by the ſituation of it, is. — that it may 
have been a boundary ſtone between the pariſh of Evefam, which terminates 
here-about, and that of Zench-wick. But no one that 1 have ſpoken with has 
been able to confirm this fuppoſition ; Which, were it merely a pariſh-boun- 
dary,/there muſt be numbers competent to perform. I therefore rather 
conclude it to have been a very ancient boundary ot the lands formerly poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Abbey; and to have exiſted, on that fpot, long before the battle 
was fought, - The reader will remember, that the ancient charter of the 
* two 
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two kings begins with. marking out the boundaries from Twyford, which; 
though now only an orchard, ſtill retains its name, and lies cloſe to this ſtone. 
That it has ever been a gateway as ſome afſirm, alledging — that ſuch erec- 
tions for the purpoſe are frequent in the ſtony parts of Glouceſterſhire, is en- 
CLEANED n wr right ſtone. 

-\Pradition Rated: n ee maya is older inhabis 
tants of Eveſham, the ſtump of a very ancient hawtborn tree was grubbed up. 
near the above ſtone; which had, in all-periods mace the battle, been digni; 
fied wich the title of the Council · las. Prince Eduurd, as is affirmed, previous 
to the engagement, held a council of war —— 
There is an apparent anachroniſm in the very face of this aſſertion. One 
would reaſonably conclude not only that the tree itſelf, but its very roots, 
muſt have diſappeared from the ſurface of the earth, during ſuch an inter- 
val, But on the other hand, the thing is poſſible; and, allowing the tree 
and its appendages to have vaniſhed, it is not unlikely but the ſpot where it 
ſtood may have retained its name. It is alſo by no means improbable, that 
Edward, who, we are informed, arrived near Eveſham by ſunriſe, might allow 
. K __ 
1 — eee Docli tt 


IT. 1 59790 


f eee ene p buen «it ſhall . 

though it may ſerve only to excite a {mile at the expence of the author's ſim- 
plieity and eaſy belief. Some little time ago, certain labourers who had been 
employed in digging gravel near the Battle-well, reported that they had 
found the gravel, at ſome depth below the ſurface, ſtained and clotted to- 
gether by ſtreams of blood. The report met little credit, nor did the author 
himſelf think it worthy of any notice. But paſſing by this pit, a few days 
after, the deception was ſo ſtrong as, for a time, to make impoſſibility itſelf 
ſeem probable. About two feet deep, the gravel appeared not only clotted 
in the manner aboye-mentioned, but even the pebbles intermixed were 
ſtained with; what had every appearance of, cangealed. blood. In a moment 
the five hundred and twenty-eight years that had intervened, ſeemed as no- - 
thing in his eyes. The impoſlibility that any animal ſubſtance could remain 
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ſo long unchanged in the earth, was obviated by the extreme dryneſs of the 
ſoil. The weight which, it could not but be perceived, this tincture gave 
to the gravel, either ſeemed no objection at all; or might be accounted for 
by fragments of broken armour. In ſhort, he felt himſelf in the ſtate of a 
theorift who is reſolved to ſee nothing in nature but what tends to the eſla - 
bliſhment of his beloved tem, and carried ſeveral of theſe clotted maſſes 
home, as precious relics of the battle. A very little reflection ſerved to diſ- 
fipate the dream ; and it was concluded, as is probably the truth, that ſome 
ferruginous or rather ochreous ſubſtance, intermingled with the gravel, and 
waſhed down by the rains, muſt have given cauſe to this phenomenan, — 
——ä—— ę—— — and beaten to 
ſhivers by the ſtrokes of heavy battle-axes, may have conduced to the pro- 
duction of this ſubſtance, nnn 
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P. 18. 1, 18 Mancheſter, read Monchefter. 

—— |. ult. ſor Owythy, read Ywythy. 

P. 20. note ®, I. 2:—for-Udibergan, an ee elbe bab 

P. 27. eee. 
place the readers, | | 

— 4. for ffipool, read piſcina. | 

— |. 5. —inflead of —bet an Sperren is lie chilfeck; e de thts the church. 

—— |. 16. —inflead of the Latin fentence read in Engliſh : — This facrif firf of all obtained 


that an ox of the ſecond=beſt kind ſhould be given at funerals, and that one penny ſhould be offered at the 
maſs ſaid for the dead. —and dele note +, as alſo, n 


marked 5, p. 117. a 

P. 28. I. 25. —for nove, read novis "© rg d 

P. 29. I. 21.— for bath, read lavatory. 

r. after, nel —ogper chgut of the reary 

P. 30. I. 8, — for entrance, read garden. 

P. 34. note, l. 3.— dele the words when prince of Wales. 

P. 46. I. 21. —dele ſentence beginning — If this is the ſame place, and read inflead — This is 
not the ſame place with that called Miguene in the above regiſter, and muſt have been early alienated, for 
no mention of it, as the property of this Abbey, is to be found in any record, t 
Abbots preſerved in the Britiſh Muſeum; where it is attributed to the founder. 

P. 47. I. 11. —dele ſentence beginning If this is t is not 
the ſame with Penwortham, hereafter mentioned: but doubtleſs means Pebworth in Gloucefterſkire ; which 
place was, however, ewrly bt to the Abbey. —and dele firſt ſentence of the note below. b 

P. 86. I. 11. — for Somerſetftire, read Glouceſterſhire. | 

P. 92. |. 6. — after the word rents, inſert alone. 

P. 105. I. 5.— for refefory, read reſectorer. 

P. 119, — dele the quere at bottom, und ben es en inflaad— Pargferve: from a Greek 
word ſignifying preparation ; a name given by the monks to a particular day in Lent. 

P. 119. — inſert as a note to the word falcones in line 21.— Ia the abridgment of this paper, in 
Dugdale, it is flacones: in Dr. Naſts extrafts from it flathones ; which he, from Du Cange, interprets 
flantones, or cuſtards, This is very probable : but it has occurred to me, that it may mean a ſort of paſte 
or batter, formed by means of moulds, into the ſhape of a falcon or other bird: n 
means uncommon at preſent. But this is mere arbitrary conjecture. 

P. 120. note, 1, 23. —dele words between the brackets. 

P. 130. 1. 8, —dele the words — probably the ſame with the miſericordia. 

P. 153» I. 26, — for floreremi, read florerem. 

P. 190. I. 16.— for leaft, read left, and dele comma after it. 

P. 210. I. 12, — for nave, read croſt-aifle, 
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| No. I. Liſt of the Repreſentatives in Parliament of the Borough of Eveſham, 


38 Richard de Trapenhall, | Rickanl de Newbury and Rabat de Erodon, 
1614 Ditto, 


1841 Richard Creſwell, ſerjennt ut low, Saumuct Geadnes and John Coventry, efgre. 
1658 Theophitus Andrews, ef alderman, Robert Atkins, eſq. recorder. 
Sir Thomas Rouſe, 
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1701 Sir James Ruſhout, Henry Parker, eſq. 

, | 1702 John Rudge, oy; Ditto. yo 
1705 Ditto, "# Ditto. 'S4 my 4 
908” ney Sir Edward Goodere, 4 
1710 Ditto, | 8 Ditto. 

1713 Ditto, | $1 Ditto. ; 
r714 Ditto, John Deacle. \ 
1722 Sir John Ruſhout, bart. John Rudge, eſq. 2 
1727 Ditto, | Ditto. | 
1734 Ditto, William Taylor, eſq. 

1741 Ditto, Edward Rudge, eſq. 

1747 Ditto, Ditto. 

1754 Ditto, Ditto and John Porter, 

1761 Ditto, John Ruſhout, eſq. 

19638 John Ruſhout, eſq. | George Durant, eſq, 

1774 Sir John Ruſhout, bart. Edward Seymore, eſq. 

1780 Ditto, . Charles William Boughton Rouſe, eſq. 
1790 Ditto, Thomas Thompſon, eſq. 


No, II, Liſt of the Mayors of the Borough of Eveſham, 


— ——————— — oo 

1605 Rozzr ALLEN 1617 Joſeph Phelps 1630 Edward Cugley 
1605 Philip Harris ; 1618 Philip Gardner 1631 Robert Martin 
1606 Thomas Watſon 1619 Francis Harwell 1632 William Martin 
1607 Philip Gazxdner 1620 Edward Cugley 1633 Samuel Gardner 
1608 David Sanſam 1621 Robert Martin 1634 George Kemp 
1609 James Michel 1622 Nicholas Feild 1635 Thomas Ordway 
1610 Henry Smith 1623 William Martin 1636 William Bartlet 
1611 Edward Bowland - - 1624 Richard Andrews 1637 Edward Young 
1612 John Winnoll , 1625 Samuel Gardner 1638 Thomas Milner 
1613 Edward Cugley 15626 Philip Harris 1639 Francis Harwell 
1614 Philip Harris 1627 Thomas Milner 1640 Robert Martin 
1615 Gilbert Smith 1628 Edward Hollam 1641 William Martin 
1616 Thomas Milner 1629 Francis Harwell 164 Samuel Gardner 


; | Uuz | 1643 George 
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1643 George Kewp, -- ;* 1635 Sit John Mathews, knt. 1727 John Stone 

1644 Thomas Handy -- : 1686 Edward Walker 1728 Joſeph Sergeant 

1645, Francis Smart 168) Jarret Smith | 1729 Edward Ingles 

1646 Thomas jones 1688 John Horne & Jarret Smith 1730 Thomas Andrews 

1647 Edmund Field . 163g Thomas Tarnold 1731 Robert Cookes 

1643 Edward Pitway - 18690 William Lane 1732 Francis Halford P 
1649 Iſaac. Diſton 1691 John Rudge .. 1733 2 * 
1650 Francis Vize 110692 John Turberville Dineley 

1651 Robert Marun - , 1693 William Bird 1734 John Dineley . . 


1652 Thomas Martin 
1653 Samuel Gardner 
1654 George Kemp 
1655 Edward Young 
1656 John Ballard _. 
1657 Thomas Milner. 
1658 Thomas Milner - 
1659 Thomas Harwell _ 
1660 I homas Yarnold 
1661 William Rudge 
1652 William Mathews 
1663 Nicholas Feild 
1664 Philip Ballard 
1665 John Lunn 
1666 Richard Godard 
1667 Jarret Smith 
1668 Edwin Baldwin 
1669 Edward Feild 
1670 Richard Young 
1671 Thomas Harris 
1672 William Lane 
1673 John Say 
1674 Richard Baylie 
1675 William Rudge | 
1676 Martin Ballard 
1677 Thomas Martin 
1678 George Hopkins 
1679 William Martin 
1680 James Michell - 
1631 Nicholas Feild 
1682 Johri Horne 
1633 Ditto 
1684 Theo. Leigh, eſq. 


1694 William Frere 
1695 Rowland Broadſtock 
1696 Jarret Smith 


1697 Robert Cookes 


1698 William Rudge 
1699 William Rea 
1700 William Waring 


15701 Thomas Yarnold 


1702. Edward Walker 
1703 William, Lane 
1704 Joſeph Sergeant 

| 1705 Bartholomew Huckel 
1706 John Dover | 
1707 John Turberville 
1708 William Loveday , 
1709 Val. Smith 
1710 Robert Smith - 
1711 Robert Manſel 
1712 William Rudge 
1913 William Tudman 
1714 William Canning 
1715 William Jew | 

1716 William Preedy 


© . 1717 George Hopkins 


1718 Nicholas Feild | 
1719 John Bulliene 


_ 4720 Thomas Hull 


1721 Thomas Savage 
1722 Joſeph Preedy 


1723 Joſeph Cooke 


_ 1724 Peter Penny | 


"3725 John Perry 2 
1726 John Whitford 


1751 Charles Welſborne 
1752 William Calcott 


1758 Thomas Hull 


. © 1764 Joſeph Biddle © 


1735 William Biddle . 


1736 Thomas Taylor 
1737 Thomas Hull 


1740 Robert Manſel and Tho- 


mas Aſhfield 
1741 Richard Horne 
1742 John Whitheld 
1743 William Jones 
1744 Nicholas Feild 
1745 William Churchley 
:1746 John Murgatroyd 
1747 Thomas Staple 
1748 John Rogers 
1749 Charles Welch 
1750 Thomas Hull 


1753 William Penny 
1754 Meyrick Feild 
1755 William Preedy 
1756 John Murgatroyd _ 
1757 William Phillips © 


1759 Thomas Dunn 
1760 Thomas Rous - 
1761 William Preedy 
1762 Elias Andre 
1763 John Stickley © 


1765 Thoms Staple 
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nes Charles Wellborne und: 1774 John Stickleß 4 291 1784 Henry Goore 15 N 
William Penny 1775 Bartholomew Dumm 1985 James Welſborne 


1767 John Stickley — 1776 Thomas Hull! | © © 1986 William Bateſon, «ſq. 
1768 Rev. Evan Jones and 17% John Rock ' - 138 William Bonaker 
. John Ruſhout, 4 1778 Richard Soley 7 1788 William Preedy © 
1969. Thomas Hull 1779 Charles Welſboarne - 12789 John Nn 
1% Anthony Roper 1780 Samuel Sandys 1790 Mathias Stratton 
19913 George Walter 1781 John White 18791 Richard Soley 

1772 John Roper 1982 John Hunter 1792 William Bonaker 


1773 James A8 [4 1783 John Phillips | nnn 2 — 
— ———  —— 


No. Il. Short Notice of the Trials of Purnivat and Gary. 
[Taken from the Record Book of the Bornghof Evctam.} Tow 


Borough of Evefion, in y JO wit, the grein los of the peace of cr foverign lo 

the county of Worceſter, 5 the king, holden at the Gnild-hall in and for the faid Borough, 
on Tueſday the 15th day of April, in the thirteenth year of the 
reign of king George the ſecond, over Great Britain, xc. before 
Joſeph Biddle, Eſq. mayor; William Taylor, Eſq. recorder ; and Ro- 
bert Cookes, Eſq. juſtices of our faid lord the king, afligned to keep 
the peace of the ſaid Borough: and alſo to hear and determine divers 
felonies, treſpaſſes, and miſdeeds, in the Borough aforeſaid done and 
committed; and the gaol of the faid Borough from the priſoners 
therein to deliver, and fo forth. 


The names of the jus to enquire fo ou foreign lord the ting nd th bly of hg hi - 


Thomas Taylor, Joſeph Dewes, . , 

John Whitfield, John Smith, 

Richard Horne, John Rogers, , . | 

Thomas Hull, William Churchley, | 
William Jones, Charles Welſborne, and 

Thomas Yarnold, Thomas Hyet, Gents, . | | 
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After the grand jury ſworn, and charge given, adjourned to four of the clock, afternoon. Then 
accordingly met z ind-adjoutned to eight ef the ä the * 


n 
= 


n the eAGdEANR Nas ent Dent 
ment, Jonathan Gary, - otherwiſe: Bick, of-thepaziſh.of All Saints, in the Borough of Eveſtam,, la» 
bourer, was indicted and arraigned for breaking open the dwelling houſe of Thomas Harris, on the 
5th day of February, in the thirteenth year of his preſent majeſty, about the hour of two of the 
clock in the night of the ſame day, by force and arms, and with intent the goods and chattels of 
the ſaid Thomas Harris feloniouſly and burglariouſly to ſteal. Upon his arraignment pleaded, not 
guilty, and put himſelf upon God and his country; -_—— 
diament, 


The faid Jonathan Gary, otherwiſe Bick, was a ſecond n for bombing even the 
dwelling-houſe of William Jew, gent. on the ſame 5th day of: February, about the hour of two of 
the clock in the night of the ſame day, and feloniouſly and burglariouſly ſtealing thereout goods 
and money to the value of fifteen ſhillings and fix-pence. -Upon which indictment he was ar- 
raigned, pleaded not guilty, 6 en ee TIES #16 . 
—— To be hanged. 


- Then alſo Jon Feraifull, otherwiſe Foraioall, was indifed for breaking gaol, and being at large 
before the expiration of ſeven years, for which term he was ordered to be tranſported by the 
juſtices of this court, at their ſeſſions held the aud of October, in the thirteenth year of the now 
king. Upon which indictment the ſaid Furnifull was arraigned, and pleaded not guilty, and put 
himſelf upon the country: Dre To be hanged. 


© Then the court adjourned to three oclock, afternoon. 


Borough of Eveſiaw, Wedneſday, the 16th of April, at three o'clock, afternoon. At the court 
then held at the Guildhall of the ſaid Borough, by adjournment, 


Then the ſaid Jonathan Gary, atherwiſe Bick, and Jois Furnifull, being ſet to the bar, were 
feverally aſked why ſentence of death ſhould not be then pronounced againſt them, according to 


de ſeveral verdiQs that had been found againſt them? And neither the ſaid Jonathan Gary nor 


Joln Furnifull having any thing to ſay why ſuch ſentence ſhould not paſs upon chem. — Then fen- 
| tence of n. 


FD | 


Then the court adjourned to Tueſday, the 22nd are inſtant, e ss 
of the clock in the ſorenoon. | 7 | vi 
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No. IV. Conſtitutions of the Borough of Eveſham, - 
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| (DONSTITUTIONS, ouleis, tad Gifitimuss; ide, crdeced; wt contifuted by the meyer, 

recorder, alderman, chamberl#in, and capital burgeſſes of the Borough of Eveſiam, in the 
eounty of Worceſter, in the Guild-half of the faid Borough, for the better government and or- 
dering of the faid Borough; and of the officers, miniſters, reſiants, and inhabitants within the ſame 
Borough: as alſo for the ordering and government of the ſchoolmaſter and ſcholars of the free 
grammar ſchool within the ſaid Borough, according to the charter of our ſovereign lord king James 
the firſt, in the third year of his reigu, in chat behalf granted: and by virtue of another charter 
in the ſame behalf, granted by our late ſovereign lord king Charles the ſecorid, under his higneſs's 
great ſeal of England, bearing teſt the twelfth day of June; in the fix and thirtieth year of the 
reign of his ſaid majeſty wing Cluſſes Guy Roms, W * France, and Ireland, 
— orogtiahas 1" 


- Frasr, That the mayor of the faid Borough yearly, always hereafter, hall be choſen on the 
Vealiiey next afvir Be Barthotomew'veday; in manner and form following: (that is to fay:) The 
mayor for the time being ſhall firſt cauſe the ſerjeant at mace of the ſaid Borough for the time 
being, fix days before every Tueſday next after St. Bartholomew's-day, to warn the recorder, all 
the aldermen, capital burgeſſes, and other the eleRors appointed by the ſaid later charter, by 
eight of the clock in the forenoon, in their ſeveral and reſpeRive habits and gowos, to meet at 
the mayor's dwelling-houſe for the time being, to attend the faid mayor to church, there to 
hear a ſermon ; and thence to attend the ſaid mayor to dinner: and in the afternoon to attend 
the faid mayor to the Guild-hall or Council-chamber of the ſaid Borough, there to make election 
of a mayor of the ſaid Borough for the year then enſuing : the ſaid mayor fo to be elected being 
ſuch an one of the common council of the ſaid Borough for the time being, as by the faid later 
charter is capable of being elected. And for the more orderly proceeding therein, the ſaid mayor 
or common council, or greater number of them, ſhall firſt nominate two of the faid common 
council, who ſhall then ſtand in election to be mayor; out of which two the ſaid mayor and 
common council, or the greater number of them, ſhall ele& one to be mayor for the year then 
_ reſpeRively following ; who accordingly ſhall take upon him the exerciſe and execution of the 
laid office or place of mayor of the (aid Borough, on Tueſday next after the octaves of St. Michael 
the archangel then next after. And the faid mayor ſo to be elected, with the common council 
or as many of them as ſhall be preſent at the ſaid election, ſhall accompany the ſaid old mayor 
back again to his houſe, aſter the faid election. And if the old mayor for the time being ſhall 
fail to give notice as aforeſaid of ſuch election, then he ſhall incur ſuch fine or penalty as the 
reſidue of the common council, or the greater number of them, ſhall impoſe upon him, acc 11d- 
2 And every of the common council, having ſuch warning as 

aforelaid, 
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aforeſaid, that ſhall make default to meet at the mayor's houſe, and-to attend him ee the chuck; 
thence to dinner, or to the Guild-hall or Council-chamber as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit for ſuch de- 
fault twenty ſhillings : r 
fp. once ge 


HW. Item ,— That the mayor ele& PEE eee ee 
Tueſday next after the octaves of St. Michael, by eight of the clock in the morning, ſhall meet 
at the mayor's houſe for the time being, and from thence accompany him to church to hear a fer- 
mon, and thence to the Guild-hall, there to continne until the mayor ele& ſhall have taken his 
cath, And that the faid mayor eleR ſhall there accordingly take his cath, ſtanding in the inner 
bar of the court in the ſaid Guild-hall, n eee 2 Kan 
mn yaa ey prpotngith = 


Ml. Nem. — Ir is farther vedered, GASES — — dusche meyer far the W 
ſhall, from time to time, as occaſion ſhall be miniſtered, give his voice and aſſent upon every elec- 
tion of a new mayor, and upon all and every other lawful occaſion and conſultation for the good 
government of this Borough, with the major part of the common council of the faid Borough for 
the time being; upon pain that every mayor ſo refuſing, or not afſenting to give his voice 
with the major part of the ſaid common council, ſhall forfeit for every time ſo refuſing, or not 
aſſenting in the matter of election as aforeſaid, the ſum of one hundred pounds, and to be impri- 
ſoned until he ſhall pay the ſaid fum of one hundred pounds: and alſo for refuſing or not affent- 
ing to give his voice with the greater number as aforeſaid, in any other matter, (relating to the 
good government of the ſaid Borough, ) to forfeit ſuch ſum or ſums of money as to the ſaid com- 
mon council, or the greater number of them, from time to time rammen 


able, G er e eee et 


IV. Item, — If any mayor, or any perſon G ſhall, 
at any time, diſcloſe, utter, or make known the counſel of the mayor and common council con- 
cerning matters conferred and communed of, and in their Council-chamber or Guild-hall, touch- 
ing the affairs and government of the ſaid Borough, then he or they ſhall every one forfeit to the 
uſe of this Borough, IR RT the ſam of forty ſhillings, _ 


V. em, — That every mayor of this Nenn all, ater his maxyoratty, as hath been beni 
accuſtomed, yield up his account to the mayor for the time being, and to the reſt of the chamber, 
of all ſuch profits, perquiſites, and ſums of money which came to his hands for the uſe of thus 
Borough during the mayoralty of ſuch late mayor, or with which he was intruſted at the day in 
the late charter mentioned for that purpoſe ; - unleſs the time of ſuch account ſhall be deferred by 
the order of the mayor and common council ; and then ſhall make bis account an ſuch day as 
„ upon pain of. mmm his default therein. * 


VL ds is conſtitoted and ordained, that he ten Fridey in every month hall contitite 


2 of the mayor's court or monthly meeting, according to-the laudable cuſ- 
tom 
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tom of times paſt, to conſult of ſuch things as {hall be for the benefit and good government of 
this Borough: and that the mayor for the time being ſhall cauſe his ſerjeants to give notice to the 
reſpective members of the common council of ſuch monthly meeting, and of every other meeting 
of the ſaid common council which the mayor for the time being in his diſcretion thall, upon any 
emergent occaſion, think fit to ſummon. And after ſuch notice given, then if any perſon ar per- 
ſons of the {aid common council ſhall fail to appear at ſuch monthly or other meeting, 
to ſuch notice, he and they ſhall forfeit and pay to the uſe of the ſaid Borough the ſum of two 
ſhillings fixpence toties quotiẽs ſuch failure ſhall be made, except reaſonable excuſe can be given to 
2 Ss 41 AY PN rr OPIN 
— — m — — 10 % e K 
VII. — ockatice being, "being nk of the market of and within. the 
ſaid Borough, with one of the common council, and one warden of a company, and one of the 
conſtables of the ſaid Borough, as the ſaid mayor ſhall nominate, ſhall once every week, at the 
leaſt, ſeirch the bakers, brewers, artificers, and-craftmen's houſes within the {aid Borough, to foe 
how they keep the aſſine, and whether their victuals he whole ſomo and allowable to be ſold ; and 
7e. en een 
nun eg Yr * 


VIII. Rt Se aaa — 
cedency according to theit auncientie, as hath formerly been - gravely and laudably obſerved ; as 
alſo ſhall have decent gowns accordingly as hath been - accuſtamed formerly; and ſhall in ſuch 
order and decency attend the mayor on the Lord's day, and ſuch feſtivals and holy days as they 
have heretofore uſed to do upon ſuch days, and at all other times, as often as the mayor, upon 
extraordinary occaſions, ſhall ſummons them ſu to do, upon ſuch. reſpeRive pains and penalties as 
n e ee Hugh 


N. nem, — That no eee e res mal be eccel ito the common . 
Amun 5 | | 


x. Rem,—— That every ene that (hall hereaſite happen 46 be elected mayor, alderman, capital 
burgeſs, or aſſiſtant of and within the ſaid Borough, and ſhall refuſe to take upon him or them to 
exerciſe ſuch office or place, ſhall forfeit and pay to the uſe of this Borough ſuch fines, penalties, 
. ⁵ 70 ROI IRIS +6 pt 5 
i | | 


y xl. hem, — That a ee ben being hall, nen e as 0 0 
removal of any alderman, capital burgeſs, or afliſtant of this Borough, cauſe the common council 
of the ſaid Borough to be ſummoned to meet at the Council-chamber or Guild- hall of the ſaid 


Borough, to elect another alderman, capital burgeſs or aſſiſtant, as the caſe ſhall reſpeRively require. 
XX ö e. XII. lem, 
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: Xi m Dhat al wekings. being enen e e 
common ſeal of this Borough, ſhall be kept in a cheſt, or ſome other convenient: place in the 
Council-chamber, that a ready recourſe may be had to them upon all occaſions when the mayor 
and common council thall there meet. And that no common ſeal of the ſaid corporation ſhall be 
affixed to any writing relating to the lands and goods of the corporation, without the conſent of 
e 
— 905 1 
— Meet tata abet Regs any other inhabi- 
ad —— — —E—UñUkt— 
any matters ſhall be conferred or agreed upon by the mayor or common council of the faid 
Borough, ſhall by any means ſpeak againſt, or go about to break off, overthrow, or impugn 
any fach order or agreement that ſhall happen to be ſo conferred of or agreed upon, unleſs by 
due end orderly courſe in the Council-chamber, by ſhewing forth his or her reaſons how the ſame 
may be prejudicial to the government of this Borough, upon pain to forfeit to the uſe of this 
Borough ſuch penalty as the mayor and common council, or the major part of them, ſhall im- 
poſe, ' | by: 75 49 rb $3 „ uh „ 


IV. Item, — That every apprentice, after he hath actually et bon fide ſerved the time of his 
— — id! be cinide GhoaF:hls ——————— 
pay the accuſtomed fees, And if ſuch apprentice or apprentices ſhall refuſe or negle& to be ad- 
_ mitted and fworn free as aforeſaid, by the ſpace of twelve months next after their reſpective terms 
ö | 


We or ſervant ſhall be abuſed by their maſter, — 
their ſervant, then they reſpectively are to complain to the chambertain and wardens of the occu- 
pation whereof they are. And if they ſhall not do right to the miſuſed, then the matter to be 
ordered by the mayor and common council, or the moſt part ev n 
monthly court. 


XVI. Item, — It is ordered, nee eee eee ebenes 
inhabitant of this Borough, ſhall bear and pay all and all manner of taxations, impoſitions, for- 
Seitures, fines, and amerciaments, and all other duties that already are, or hereafter ſhall be, law- 
fully taxed, impoſed, or rated upon him or them, by any ordinance or conſtitution herein before 
or hereafter in theſe preſents contained, or by any other reaſonable order, or by law of this 
Borough, or ſhall be otherwiſe due to the ſame Borough: and if any of them ſhall refuſe to pay 
the ſame, or ſhall wilfully withſtand the mayor, or any of his officers appointed or to be appointed 
to collect and receive the ſame, that then the mayor and common council for the time being ſhall, 
either by the ſerjeants at mace, br ſome others eſpecially to be appointed for: that purpoſe, from 
time to time diſtrain ſuch perſon and perſons, by his and their goods, for ſuch ſum and fums of 
money, and other duties and forfeitures ; and ſuch diſtreſs or diſtreſſes ſo to be taken to keep or 
detain by the ſpace of fourteen days. Rs ts ana. 

fati 
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aue within hat ties into the-tunde of: thecapue cs chamberiain for tha ties being. thes the 
ſaid mayor and common council ſhall cauſe the ſaid diſtreſs and diſtreſſes to be fold, and of the 
money thereof to be made, to deduct the duties and forfeitures aforeſaid. And if upon fale of the 
faid goods there ſhall happen to remain any overplus of money over and above the duties and 
forfeitures aforeſaid, and reaſonable charges for making the ſaid diſtreſſes, then the ſaid ſurpluſage 
ſhall be from time to-tinfe reſtored- to the party or parties who owned the ſaid goods; or elſe the 
faid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes ſhall or may, from time to time, either in the name of the 
corporation, or in the name of the chamberlain for the time beiog, laing an aRtion of debt for 
ſuch duties or ſorſeitures againſt him or them that ſhall owe, incur, or forfeit the ſame, for the 
recovery and obtaining thereof: Attend can 0 od np die 
nm my my ry ers 


XVII. hem, — That every freeman inhabiting ithin the. faid Borough ſhall, from time to 
time, as occaſion ſhall require, upon demand thereof, aid and aſſiſt the mayor, ſerjeants, conſta» 
bles, and all other officers of this borough, if they be withſtood, reliſted, or evilly entreated by any 
manner of perſons, when they are to execute their authorities or office, upon pain to furfeit for 
every ſuch default, to the uſe of this Borough, ten ſhillings,” or more, as by the diſcretion of 
the mayor and common council, or the maſt part of them, ſhall be thought meet, 


_ lum. — That if any of the inhabitants of this Borough, being of the camman council, 
ex cthernile; ſhall with opprobious, contemptuous, or unſeemly words gr geſtures, deprave or 
miſuſe the mayor, the common council, or any of them, or any of the maſters or wardens of the 
companies, or ſpeak or do any thing derogatary or prejudicial to the conſtitutions and ordinances 
of this Borough, or any of them, that then, upon complaint and due proof thereof made, ſuch 
| offender or offenders ſhall forfeit and ſuſtain ſuch fine or other puniſhment as ſhall be from time to 
time thought meet, and ordered by the mayor and common council, or the moſt part of them, 
eee — ingelfeament, .q.chervie. ; 


XIX. Rem, — The chamberlain for the time being hall attend from time to time the mayar 
and common council, at every mayor's monthly court, to the intent then and there to enter and 
regiſter in a book, to be produced for that purpoſe, all the orders and other the proceedings of 
every of the ſaid courts; which ſaid book ſhall be fafely locked up preſently after the end of every 
court, in a cheſt or other ſafe place therefore eſpecially to be appointed, which ſhall be locked up 
with two keys, whereof the mayor to keep one, and the chamberlain for the time being the ther, 


XX, Penne e ee ee that the mower eee ee 
of this Borough ſhall, between St. Michael the archangel and the nativity of our Saviour, nomi- 
nate and chooſe one alderman and two capital burgeſſes, to be aiding and aſſiſting unto the mayor 
for the time being, in the government of the free-ſchool of the ſaid Borough, for one whole year 
together. And they fo from time to time yearly, as much as in them lieth, ſhall have and take 
care for the due reparation of the ſaid ſchool ; and ſhall be ready, as well in the behalf of the 


ſchoolmaſter as of the ſcholars, nn and grievances happening to . 
a 3 X22 a | | 
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the ſaid-maſter and his ſcholars, or any KT —— 
er e Ap rs PE n 


XXI. Item ten ee eee ee ente — of ahele 
trades and occupations, have formed themſelves into divers companies and fraternities, (that is to 
| fay,) the company or fraternity of the Mercers, as the firſt company: the company or fraterglty 
of Cordwainers, as the ſecond company; the company or fraternity of Cloth-workers, as the third 
company ; the company or fraternity of Glovers, as the fourth company ; and the company or 
fraternity of the Itonmongers, as the fifth and#laſt company; and have had and enjoyed divers 
_ conſtitutions and orders reſpectively, whereby they have been the better governed: nevertheleſs, 
through the licentiouſneſs of the late wars, confuſion got into the place of order, and many indi- 
rect ways have been taken to leſſen and bring into contempt the order and good government of 
this Borough. And amongſt other innovations brought in, it is not the leaſt that the ſeveral aud 
reſpective ſocieties, companies, or fellowſhips, reſpeRively have taken upon them to make. many 
ſtrangers free of their ſaid companies, without ſo much as acquainting the mayor and common 
council therewith. And under the notion of this ſuppoſed freedom, fuch ſtrangers and others that 
are ſo brought in, refufe to be admitted and ſworn freemen of the faid Borough, to the great loſs 
and prejudice of the ſaid common council, and to the under-valuing and contempt of the good 
government of the ſaid Borough. For the avoiding of which miſchiefs and inconveniencies for 
the time to come, and that a right underſtanding may be had between the common council and 
the faid reſpective fraternities or companies, it is conſtituted, ordered, and decreed, that the con- 
ſitutions and orders of the faid reſpeRive five companies ſhall be, and are hereby revived, and 
ſhall continue and abide in as full power, ſtrength, and e 5 
r | | 


* na, n b bd wind conflituted; thet no partie er perkins af the fud wafpotirecempante 
ſhall preſume to admit, fwear, or otherwiſe howſoever take into their reſpective company or com- 
panies, any perſon or perſons, until the maſter or wardens of ſuch company or companies, and 
the greater number of them, and the mayor and common council of this Borough, or the greater 
number of them, ſhall have conſented and agreed thereunto, under their reſpective hands in 
writing ; the Trine conſent to Ve entevel fer the wow book, FRY anc EE pp 


New, i this mayor and tention conncl? n pee ann e te Gedern e 
this Borough any perſon or perſons which ſhall be of any trade or occupation belonging to any 
one of the five companies as aboveſaid, the ſaid perſon fo admitted to freedom ſhall not exerciſe 
any ſuch trade or occupation till he ſhall alſo be made free of ſome one of the ſaid five companies, 
unto which ſuch trade or occupation ſhall belong: ſuch company not exacting, by way of fine for 
admittance in their company, any greater ſum than ſuch as ſhall be impoſed on the ſaid perſon by 
the common council for the freedom of this Borough, provided ſuch ſum be not leſs than ten 
pounds, FEW N nein W 


nem, — It is conftituted and ordained, that upon the admiſſion of every or any perſan os ger- 
1 a o 
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e or eitherofthe faid draternities,the aware admitted as aforeſaid, 


_ ſhall firſt take the oath of a freeman, and the othet oaths mentioned in the late charter granted to 
— this Borough the twelfth day of June, in the fix and thirtieth year of the reign, of our late ſove- 
reign lord king Charles the ſecond. And if any perſon gx, perſons ſhall be elected or admitted into 


any or either of the faid company or companies otherwiſe, or in any other ſort or manner than as 
aforeſaid; then every fuch eleRion and admittance ſhall be void to-all intents and purpoſes. And 
the maſter and wardens of each ſaid company or fraternity that ſhall preſume to do otherwiſe, or 
in any other manner than as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit and pay, to the. uſe of the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes of this Borough, „ nn 
d e eur 4 | 


Item, It is ordained, that no perfon within the £1id Borough (hal 5 
preſume to take any apprentice, with intent to make him a freeman, without doing and perform - 


ing ſeven years actual ſervice at the leaſt. And that the maſter of ſuch apprentice ſhall cauſe the 


indentures of fuch apprentice to be inrolled with the chamberlain of the ſaid Borough for the time 
being, within the ſpace of three months next after the date of ſuah indentures, under pain of the 
disfranchiſement of ſuch maſter : eee ee eee 
. by ſuch indenture. 


4 * . 9 . 4 


nem. That the relict of every freeman may uſe the trade of her deceaſed huſband during her 
widowhood ; mg neem rener 


Provided always, that if any article, 8 ne b l W be contrary to 
the king's highneſs's laws or ſtatutes, or the commonwealth of this Borough, that then the ſaid ar- 
ticles, grants, rules, or ordinances before ſpecified, for ſo much as in the ſaid ordinances are con- 
tained, which is, or in any wiſe may be found contrary or repugnant to the faid laws or ſtatutes, or 
commonwealth of the ſaid town, ſhall be utterly void and of none effect ; any article, matter, or 
clauſe, R r 


In ide eden, and ſor the better corroborating of all which premiſes, the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes of the Borough aforeſaid, have not only ſet hereunto the common ſeal of 
their ſaid incorporation, but alſo the-ſaid mayor, recorder, aldermen, chamberlain, and burgeſſes, 


hereunder more particularly mentioned, have hereunto ſubſcribed their particular and reſpeRive 
names, and fixed their ſeals, the firſt day of June, in the third year of the reign of our ſovereign 


lord James the ſecond, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 06-9 
fender of the faith, &c. anno dom. 1687. 


We, Sir Richard Holloway, knight, one of his majeſty's juſtices alened eee 
majeſty, and Sir Thomas Fenner, knight, one of the barons of the exchequer, juſtices aſſigned to 
take the afſizes at Worcefer, in the county of Worceſter, have viewed and examined all and every 
the before-mentioned conſtitutions, orders, and ordinances, and do, as much as in us lies, approve 


qo 


— . Y ——— . ˙(—— 1 * 
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_ and allow the ſame. * 
held for the faid county, the one and twentieth day of July, in the third year of the reign of aur 
ſovereign lord James the ſecond, b . 
Mr ——— ; * 


RICHARD HOLLOWAY, (1. 8.) 'THo. JENNER, ) ph 


Edward Walker, mayor, (L- S.) Wa. Rudge, (L- S.) Janes Mickell, (L.S.) _ 
Ro. Martin, (L., ) artis Ballard, (L- S.] Nicholas Feild, (L., S. 
Richard Younge, (L- S.) Geo. Hopkins, (L. S.) John Horne, (L- 5.) 

Tho. Harris, (LeS.) Will. Martin, (L 8.) * Smith, (L S.) 


Millan Lane, (I- S) 


No, V. Oath of a Freeman. : 


you fall fear that you tall be true liege-nan, and true flth and ruth bes to our ore 
reign lord the king, his heirs and lawful ſucceſſors, and to your power ſhall aid and aft the 
mayer ad ether eftonoef thibtwen fre the time being, endto thas Ball be" elaine Wat ih 
tendant, concerning fuch things as they, or any of them, ſhall lawfully and reaſonably will or 
command you to do, You ſhall alſo well and truly obſerve, perform, fulfill, and keep, all ſuch 
orders and rules as are and ſhall be made and eſtabliſhed by the common council of this town, for 
the good government thereof, in all things to you appertaining. You ſhall alſo give, yield, and 
be contributory to and with the corporation of this town, ſo far forth as you ought or ſhall be 
chargeable to do. And you ſhall not, by colour of your freedom, bear out, or cover under you, 
any foreign perſon or ſtranger ; but, according to the beſt of your ſkill, with cunning and power, 
IOC RS e 
mn 

‚ dh you Gov. 


No, VI. Charter of the Borough of Eveſham, granted by James 1, A. D. 1605. 


— — — 
b 4 {1 


* - 


AMES, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France, and Trehand; king, deſender of 
the faith, uc. To all whom theſe preſent letters ſhall come, greeting. Whereas our buygh . | 
of Evefhani, in the county of Worceſter, has been an antient and popular burgh; and the burgeiſes 
2 — | . ' 0 of 
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bailiffs, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the faid - 

pe eos for time out of mind have bad, uſed, and enjoyed divers 
iſes, immunities, and preliminaries; as well by reaſon of divers charters 
patent heretofore to them and their predeceſſors made and granted, as of divers crip- 
and cuſtems within the ſaid burgh anciently uſed and accuſtomed. whereas 


nts at mace of the ſaid burgh now carry and bear, and for à lon 
bailiffs of the ſaid burgh for the time being, withi 


pom whereas we are informed that our town of Bengwortk, in the ſaid county of 
. f lies near the ſaid burgh of Eveſham, and that many diſſentions, 
and diſturbances of — — and ſeveral abuſes 


j 
; 


5 
1 


| 


£ 
? 


—— _ rr Ol 10> iſhments and corrections within 
Bengworth, th the good difoipline and government in the ſaid 
| great damage, — tion, and moleſtation, as well of the refiants and 
tenants within the ſaid town, as of the and inhabitants of the ſaid b 


urgh of Eveſlam; for 
of our fai 


| which reaſons our beloved ſubjetts, as well the, bailiffs, aldermen and faid burgh 


| t 
half maniſeſt and extend our royal fivour and munificence towards them; and that we, for 
better diſcipline and government of the faid burgh/and-town, -would vouchſaſe, as it ſhould ſcem 
| , 2nd create, as well the ſaid bailiffs, al- 
dermen, and of the burgh ol Eveftam aforeſaid, by whatſoever name or names of cor- 

tion or i they heretofore have been as the tenants, refiants, and in- 
bitants of our ſaid town of k, in the ſaid county of Worceſter, lyiug near and adjoin- 
ing to-our fald burgtrof Eoghan, into one body corporate and politic, by the name of the mayor, 

„and burgeſſes of the burgh of Eveftam, in the county of Worceſter. We, therelowe' 
willing that from henceforth for ever, as well the ſaid burgh of Eveſham, 28 in our faid village 
of there may be had one certain and undoubted method of and for the keeping of our 
and for the diſcipline and government of our ſaid h and town, and of our there 
Tababiting, and of all others thereto reſorting. And that the ſaid h and town hence- 
_ forth forever may be and remain a burgh of quietneſd, to the dread a r of all evil delin- 


ts, and for the reward and ſupport of the good. And that other our acts 
of juſtice and good government, may there be the better ob at as the ſaid 
bailiffs, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the faid burgh, and the ſaid and inhabitants 
of our ſaid town of Bengworth, and their fi will - Arg on enjoy more extenſive ho- 
nouns, liberties, and privileges, they will then think themſelves obliged, in a more eſpecial man- 


ner, to do the utmoſt in the ſervice of us, our heirs and ſuccefſors. And alſa at the humble 
petition and of our moſt illuſtrious and dearly beloved eideſt ſon, pri — (it being 
the firſt requeſt ever made to us in our realm of England., ) of our ſpecial favour, out of our 
certain knowledge and mere motion, we have willed, created, ordained, declared, and granted, 
and dy hele prefents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do will, ordain, create, conſtitute, declare, 
and grant, that the ſaid burgh of Eveſham, and the ſaid town of Bengworth, in our county of Wor- 

ceſter, and the bounds, litnits, and precin&s of the ſuid burgh and town, from henceforth forever, 
my be and ſhall be joi and united, and be one undivided and free burgh of itſelf; and that 
as well the ſaid builiffs, aldermen, and burgeſſes ourgh of Zogflen, = the faid tenants, 
ants, and inhabitants of the faid town of Bengworth, and ſucceſſors, whether heretofore 
ted or not, from this time forward forever, without any queſtion or doubt here- 
ſhall be, by virtue — — 5 
in reality, deed, — — of mayor, 
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name they = y a perpetual ſucceſſion, and that by the name of the mayor, aldermen, and 
durgeſſes of the burgh of Eveſham, in the county of W / they may 2nd {all ve, i ll Four 
times, perſons able and capable by law, and:a body corporate and politic by law, capable to bave, 
purchaſe, receive, enjoy, retain, and {s manors, lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, ju- 
C— — and ar eye = itaments — 6" — nature, 2 W 
quality, or ſpecies ſoever t ; © to give, grant, iſe, alien, aſſign, a | 
lands, tenements, and —— and by the name aforeſaid to do and execute —— 
lat other acts and things whatſoever. And that they may have power, by the ſaid name of mayor, 
aldermen, and of the burgh of Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter, to and be im- 
pleaded, anſwer and be anſwered, defend and be defended, in any courts and whatſoever, 
and before any judges and juſtices, and other officers whatſoever, of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
in all and Gocaler actions, pleas, ſuits, plaints, cauſes, matters, and demands whatſoever, of what 
kind, nature, quality, or ſpecies they may or {hall be, in the fame manner and form as any other 
our liege ſubj of this our kingdom of England, _ perſons capable by law, or any other body 
— 5 and politic within this our _ of Eng — uw 5 — have, —.— purchale, 
„enjoy, retain, give, t. iſe, aſſign, alien, „ plead a mpleaded, 
anſwer hos 17 auſi . defend nad be defended. And that the {aid mayor, aldermen, and bur- 


And further, we will, and by theſe — for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant 
our 


burgh of Eveſham, and the circuit, ins, compals, - liberties, franchiſes, and juriſdictiuns 
thereof, may extend and reach through and about the whole limits and precincts of the pariſhes 
of All Saints and St. Lawrence, in the faid burgh, and through the whole village and pariſh of 
Bengworth aforeſaid: (viz.) from the ſouth fide of the bridge of Eveſham, otherwiſe called Beng- 
worth-bridge, near a certain houſe now or heretofore called Le Old Guildhall, by the banks 
certain river there called Avon, incompaſſing a certain park and meadow there called Abbey 
and Meadow, towards Eveſham aforeſaid, as far as a certain ſtone wall, called the Abbey Park W 
and from thence along the banks of the river Avon aforeſaid, to a ditch and water-courſe, bei 
the furthermoſt of a certain cloſe there, commonly called Higden-cloſe, near a certain 
there, called Chadbury-mill, and from thence along the furthermoſt bounds and limits of 
cloſe, called Hig e, towards Lenchwick, as far as the king's highway there, and fo by 
highway to a certain way or lane there, called Lenchwick-lane, (otherwile Offerham-lane,) and 
-thence by the faid path or lane called Lenchwick, otherwite Offenham-lane, to a certain bridge 
Offenham-bridge, alias Twyford-bridge, and fo by the ſouth ſide of the laid bridge towards 
atoreſaid, to the banks of the river Avon aforeſaid, on the weſt part, and from thence, by 
banks of the ſaid river, towards Eveſham aforeſaid, to a certain field called the Paddock, incl 
the ſaid field, and the mill called Eveſham-mull, with all the parcels of land and leaſowes to the ſai 
mill 7 ＋ 1 or adjoining, and from thence, by the banks of the ſaid river, to certain houſes, 
called the Alms-houſes, including the houſes adjoining or adjacent on the north fide of the ſaid 
bridge called Eveſham-bridge, alias Bengworth-bridge, and ſo by the ſaid bridge, ive 
our {aid village of Bengworth, and from thence through the whole town and parith of Bengworth, 
and all the borders, limits, bounds, and precincts of the ſaid pariſh of Bengworth 
com ding, containing, and including all houſes, mills, fields, lands, and places wi 
Aid pariſh of sworth, by whatſoever names and GH they are and known, or 
before this time had been uſed to be called or known. further, we will, and by theſe preſents 
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for ourſelves, our heirs and fucceffors, do give and grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen and burgeſſes 

of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, — power, and authority. And that it ihall 

and may be lawful for the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their 

fucceffors, to go about or make proceſſions over the fame, for their true and ——ů— 
5 


thereby, to be had. as often as they pleaſe, or ſhall think neceſſary to be 
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any writ or other warrant on that behalf, from us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, for that purpoſe to be 
ſued-for or proſecuted. And we alſo will, aud by-theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and fuc- 
cefſors, do grant and ordain, that from henceforth forever there ſhall and may be within the ſaid 
ſeven of the burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, to be choſen in the manner hereafter in theſe 

ents mentioned, who ſhall be and be called aldermen of the ſaid burgh. And alſo that there 


hereafter in theſe preſents mentioned, to be and made, one of whom ſhall be called recorder 
of the ſaid burgh, the other, chamberlain of the ſame burgh ; which ſaid aldermen, capital bur- 
geſſes, recorder, and chamberlain, ſhall be of the common council of the ſaid burgh : out of 
which ſaid ſeven aldermen, burgeſſes, recorder, and chamberlain, being of the common council 
of the ſaid burgh, one ſhall from time to time be choſen and nominated, in 

theſe ts mentioned, to be mayor of the ſaid burgh. 


there ſhall be within the ſaid burgh four and twenty of the ſai 
choſen in the manner hereafter mentioned, who ſhall be and be called aſſiſtants of the faid b. 
And that the reſt of the ſaid aldermen, capital burgeſſes, recorder, and chamberlain of the ſaid 
burgh, not — in the office of mayor thereof, and the ſaid twenty-four affiſtants, ſhall be from 
time to time aſſiſting and aiding to the mayor of the ſaid burgb ſox the time being, in all cauſes, 
things, buſineſſes, and matters touching, or in any wile concetning, the faid burgh. And fur- 
ther, we will, and _— ts for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh of —_— aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the mayor, 
aldermen, recorder, chamberlain, and capi es of the ſaid burgh, for the time being, or 
the major part of them, of whom the mayor of the faid burgh for the time being we will thall 
be one, in the common hall, chamber, or other convenient place within the ſaid burgh, met to- 
yon (upon public furamons for that purpoſe made,) may and ſhall, from time to time, have 
| power and authority to make, conſtitute, ordain, and appoint ſuch reaſonable laws, ſtatutes, 
coſtitutions, decrees, and ordinances, in writing, which to them, or the major part of them, 
whereof the mayor of the ſaid r ſhall be one, according to their 
ſound diſcretions ſhall ſeem good, wholeſome, „honeſt, and neceſſary for the good re- 
— and government of the ſaid burgh, and all and fingular the officers, ſervants, artificers, in- 
bitants, and reſiants whatſoever of the ſaid burgh, for the time being, and for declaring after 
what manner and order the {aid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, and all and fingular ＋ 
ſervants, artificers, inhabitants, and reſiants of the ſaid. burgh, for the time being, ſhall behave 
and carry themſelves in their offices, - ſervices, functions, trades, and buſineſſes within the faid 
burgh, and the liberties and precin&s thereof, for the further public good and common advantage, 
and good government of the aid burgh, and the victualling of the ſame, and all other cauſes and 
things whatſoever, touching, or in any wiſe the ſaid burgh. And that the ſaid 
mayor, alderinen, recorder, chamberlain, and capital burgeſſes for the time being, or 
part thereof, of whom the mayor of the faid-burgh for the time being we will ſhall be one, ma 
and ſhall have power, as often as any laws, ſtatutes, rights, ordinances, and conſtitutions ſhall 
be made, ordained, or confirmed, in manner aforeſaid, to make, ordain, limit, and provide ſuch 
puniſhments, pains, and penalties, either by impriſonments, or by fines and amerciaments, or 
either of them, for all tran{ or breakers of ſuch Jaws, inſtitutions, ſtatutes, ordinances, and 
conſtitutions, or either of them, which to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, recorder, chamberlain, and 
capital burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh for the time being, os the greater part of them, whereof the 
mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will ſhall be one, ſhall ſeem requiſite and neceſſary, 
for the better obſervance of the ſaid laws, inſtitutions, decrees, ordinances, and conſtitutions ; and 
the ſame ſines and amerciaments to levy, enjoy, have, and receive, to the uſe of the ſaid mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes of the faid burgh, and their ſucceſlurs, without any hinderance of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, or any the officers or miniſters of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, and without ac- 
count to be rendered op given to us, W 6 
9. * s, 
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laws, ardinances, inſtitutions, conſtitutions, decrees, and ſtatutes, ſo as aforeſaid-to be made, we 
will ſhall be obſerved under the lties in the ſame contained, Provided ſuch laws, inſtitutions, 
ordinances, conſtitutions, i iſonments, fines, and amerciaments, be reaſonable, and not re- 
Poet or contrary to the laws, flatutes, cuſtoms, or rights of our kingdom of England, And 

the better performance of our will and grant in this behalt, we have aſſigned, named, created, 


conſtituted, and made, and for ourſel name, create, 
conſtitute, and make ſaid burgh, to 
be the firſt mayar of the ſaid b he ſai (hall be and continue iti the 
ace os mayor ef the faid burgh,. ts, to the firſt Tueſday 
which ſhall and fall of St. Mi he archangel, next coming, 


that office, according to the 
if the ſaid Robert Allen thall fo 
made, and by 


_ aforeſaid, to continue in the faid offices during their natural lives, unleſs in the meantime for ill 
| government or miſbehaviour, or any other able cauſe, they or either of them are or (hall be 
removed from their offices, We have alſo a named, created, conſtituted, and made, - and 
by theſe preſents for ourſeives, our heirs and ucceſſors, do 
make our beloved David Fowles, kut. Lewis Bayley, Phi 

s Michell, Edward Walker, Edward Bowland, Hens 

Waſhborn, and William Robizs, to be the firſt t 
continue in the ſaid offices during their natural lives, unleſs in the meantime for ill government or 
miſbehaviour, or any other reaſonable cauſe, they or either of them are, or ſhall be removed from 
thele offices. We have alſo aſſigned named, created, coaſtituted, and made, and. by thele pre- 
ſents for ourſelves, our heirs 


: — 
olty, 


Iſaac Di 7 homas Smi 
—— — 


uring chat time for ill management or miſbehaviour, or 


Wand be ee canis, they av either of — — bom — a 1 
a theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs ucceſſors, ve 
. a aforeſaid; and — that the 


mayor, aldermen, and 
dermen, capital 
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any other thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoever, notwithſtanding. Moreover we will, and by. theſe 
preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and bur- 
geſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that if any perſon or perſons that ſhall be here- 
after elected or nominated to the offices of mayor, aldermen, capital burgeſſes, or to any other 
office within the ſaid burgh, having notice or knowledge of his or their election, ſhall refuſe or 
deny to exerciſe the office or offices to which he or they ſo refuſing ſhall be elected or nominated, 
that then and fo often it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and the reſt 
_ of the common council of the faid burgh, for the time being, of whom the mayor of the faid 

_— for the time being we will ſhall be one, to tax and impoſe upon ſuch or perſons fo 

refuling, ſuch fines and amerciaments, as to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and reſt of the com- 
mon council of the ſaid burgh for the time being, or the greater part of them, of whom the mayor 
of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will ſhall be one, ſhall ſeem reaſonable; and him or 
them refuſing or denying to pay the faid fines and amerciaments ſo impoſed, to commit to priſon 
within the ſaid burgh, and there in priſon to „ until he or they ſhall pay, or cauſe to be 
paid, the ſaid fines and amerciaments, to the uſe of the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſles of 
the ſaid burgh. And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſ- 
fors, that they and their ſucceſſors may and ſhall have within the faid burgh, one notable and 
diſcreet man, to be choſen and nominated in manner hereafter in theſe — — who 
ſhall be and be called high ſteward of the ſaid burgh : and we have aſſigned, ituted, and 
made, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceffors, do aſſign, name, conſtitute, 
and make our well-beloved and faithful ſervant, Thomas Chaloner, knt. to be the firſt high ſteward 
of the ſaid burgh, to continue in the ſaid office during his natural life: and that from time to 
time, and at all times after the death of the ſaid Thomas Chaloner, nt. the ſaid mayor, aldermen, 
and capital burgeſſes of the aforeſaid, for the time being, or the greater part of them, ſhall 


and may chuſe, nominate, and prefer, one notable and di man, from time to time, to be 
high ſteward of the ſaid burgh : and that ſuch or perſons, 'who after the death of the faid 
Thomas Chaloner, knt. ſhall be ſo as aforeſaid e , Choſen, and nominated, into the office of 


high ſteward of the ſaid burgh, ſhall and 22 and enjoy the ſaid office of high ſteward of 
the ſaid burgh, during the pleaſure of the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the h afore- 
ſaid, or the major part of them, of whom the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will 
ſhall be one. And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and { 

do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and eſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
that they and their ſucceſſors, from henceforth forever, may and ſhall have within the ſaid burgh 
one honeſt and diſcreet man, {killed-in the laws of England, in the manner hereafter in theſe 
preſents expreſſed and ſpecified, to be choſen and named, who ſhall be and be called recorder of 
the ſaid burgh: and that the recorder of the ſaid burgh, fo as aforeſaid to be choſen and named, 
before he be admitted to the exerciſe of the ſaid cflice, ſhall take his corporal oath before the mayor 
of the ſaid burgh, well and faithfully to execute the office of recorder of the ſaid burgh, according 
to his knowledge, in all things touching or concerning the ſaid office ; and that after ſuch oath, 
' ſo made, he may exerciſe and uſe the of recorder of the ſaid burgh, by himſelf er his ſuf- 
ficient deputy, within the ſaid burgh. And we. have aſſigned, named, created, conſtituted, and 
made, and by theſe preſents, for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do aſſign, name, create, con- 
ſtitute, and make our beloved Henry Frowick, of Lincoln's-inn, in the county of Middleſex, e 
learned in the laws of England, wy dome gr unter va of the faid burgh, to continue in the ſaid 
office during his natural li And that from time to time, and at all times after the death of the 
ſaid Henry Frowick, the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, for 
the time being, or the greater part of them, of whom the mayor of the ſaid h for the time 
being we will ſhall be one, ſhall and may, from time to time, at their ure, elect, nominate, 
and one other diſcreet man, ſkilled in the laws of En into the office of recorder of the 
ſaid h: and that who after the death of the ſaid Henry Frowick, or after he ſhall of his 
own accord have left the of the ſaid burgh, ſhall be elected, preferred, and 


id office of. recorder 
nominated to that office, may and ſhall have, exerciſe, and enjoy 6 | 
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of the mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, for the time being, or the 
part of them, of whom the mayor A Ne hh we will — pry | 
perſon having firſt taken his al oath well and faithfully to execute the ſaid office of recorder 
of the ſaid burgh, in manner aforeſaid. And further, we will, and'by theſe preſents do, for our- 
ſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh - 
aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the ſaid mayor, —— and capital burgeſſes for the time 

being, or the greater part of them, of whom the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being we 
will thall be one, may and ſhall have power from time to time, to ele, conſtitute, and create one 
of the burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, to have, exerciſe, and perform the office of chamberlain of the 


ſaid N as long as ſhall expedient to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes 
of the ſt — greater part of them, of whom the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time 
being we will ſhall be one, or until the faid chamberlain ſhall of his own leave the ſaid 


office, or ſhall die: and that ſuch burgeſs of the ſaid burgh, in manner aforeſaid 1 
and created, or to be choſen, preferred, and created chamberlain of the ſaid burgh, ſhall take his 
corporal oath before the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh for the time 
being, or as many of them as will be t, faithfully to do and execute all thoſe things which 
belong to the office of chamberlain of the ſaid burgh. And that the chamberlain of the faid burgh 
for the time being, ſhall and may receive, and keep to the uſe of the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and 
burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, all and all manner of rents, fines, amerciaments, revenues, profits, 
commodities, and emoluments whatſoever, to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, and their 
ſucceſſors, in right of their ration, belonging or pertaining, incurred, due, or payable, and 
the ſame at their command, time to time, lay out and expend : and that the chamberlain 
of the ſaĩd burgh for the time being, ſhall keep in the chamber of the ſaid burgh all and ſingular 
the writings, , evidences, and minuments whatſoever, to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and. 
— — of the burgh aforeſaid, for the time being, belonging, or in —— appertaining; and 
ſhall yearly for ever, on the feaſt of St. Matthew, render a true and juſt account to the mayor, 
aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh for the time being, or the greater part of them, 
of all things by him ſo received, levied, kept, or had. And alſo that every chamberlaia of the 
ſaid burgh, for the time being, who ſhall happen to be removed from his ſaid office, or ſhall quit 
the ſame of his own accord, ſhall, within one month next after his removal, or voluntary leaving 
of his ſaid office, if thereunto required, render « true and faithful account to the mayor, aldermen, 
and capital burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, or as many of them as will be t, of all things in his 
office by him received, had or done. And for the better execution of our will and grant in this 
behalf, we have aſſigned, created, conſtituted, and made, and by — . 0 for ourſelves, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, do aſſign, create, conſtitute, and make our bel Ruſſel Andrews, gent. to 
be the firſt chamberlain of the ſaid burgh, to continue in that office during his natural life, And 
that from time to time, and at all times after the death or ſurrender of the ſaid Ruſſel Andrews, the 
ſaid mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, for the time being, or the 
ter part of them, of whom the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will ſhall be one, 
Fall and may from time to time, and at all times, at their will and pleaſure, ele&, nominate, and 
prefer one diſcreet man to be chamberlain of the ſaid burgh. And that ſuch perſon who, 
after the death or furrender of the ſaid Ruſſell Andrews, ſhall ſo as aforeſaid be elected and named 
to the office of chamberlain of the ſaid burgh, ſhall and may have, enjoy, and exerciſe the faid. 
office of chamberlain of the ſaid burgh, during the pleaſure of the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and 
capital burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, or the greater part of them, of whom the mayor for the 
time being we will ſhall be one; ſuch perſon having firſt taken his corporal oath before the mayor 
of the faid burgh for the time being, rightly, well, and faithfully to execute the ſaid office of cham- 
berlain of the ſaid burgh. And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and b of the burgh aforeſaid, and 
their ſucceſſors, that if it ſhall ha that the mayor of the ſaid h for the time being, ſhall be 
ſick to that degree that he cannot be able to a the neceſſ of the ſaid h, or for 
any other reaſonable cauſe, (to be allowed by the capital of the ſaid burgh, or ter 
part of them, ) ſhall go out of the fame, that then and fo it ſhall and may be lawful for the 


: _ faid burgh, in the abſence or ſickneſs of the ſaid recorder for the time bein 
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of the ſaid burgh for the time from time to time, to make and conſtitute an honeſt 
— anda, out of the aldermen of aforeſaid, to be deputy of the ſaid mayor, for- 
the time being, ſo afflicted of ſickneſa, or being abſent, for any ſuch reaſonable cauſe to be allowed 
as aforeſaid, to continue in the office of deputy mayor of the ſaid burgh, in the abſence or ſick- 
neſs of the mayor of the faid burgh. for the time bei — rs : which faid alder- 


man, fo as aforeſaid to be conſtituted deputy mayor of the ſaid time being, ſhall 
and may do and execute all and fingular the things which belong to the oſſice af mayor of the fai 

burgh, within tbe faid burgh, and the liberties and precin&s thereof, during the pleafure of 
mayor of the faid burgh for the time being, in his a or ſickneſs, by virtue of theſe our let 


virtue of theſe our letters patent, or by any other means, have done or executed t 
12 Erk taken his 
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ing the office of thereof, or for any other reaſonable cauſe ſhall go out of the ſaid 
chat then and fo often it ſhall and may be lawful for the recorder al 
2 to make and conſtitute, from time to time, an honeſt and diſcreet 
the ſaid burgh, to be deputy of him the ſaid recorder, ſor the time being 
neſs, or for any other reaſonable cauſe abſent, to continue in that office of 
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which ſaid burgeſa, ſo as aforefaid conſtituted ty recorder of the faid 
and perform all and fin thoſe things whic and ought 
corder. of the faid burgh, within the faid burgh, and the liberties and precincis t 
the pleaſure of the recorder of the faid burgh the time being, in his abſence 


virtue of theſe letters patent, as fully and as the recorder of the faid 

being, by virtue of theſe our letters patent, or by any ather means, might or 

fuch deputy recorder having firſt taken his oath before the mayor of 

his deputy, for the time being, 3 ery 1 nt 

tirne, as often as the caſe And we will, and by theſe preſents ſar 

heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, 
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have power to have and „a court of record within the faid h every Tueſday in ev 
— — mr — h, Er his fulkcient 
puty, and the ſenior alderman of the faid burgh, and alſo the recorder of the ſaid h 
regs. or his ſufficient deputy, or any two of them, whereof the mayor or 

8 


all manner of pleas, actions, ſuits, and demands, real, I, and mixt, and of all 
— whatſoever, within the faid burgh, and the liberties precincts thereof, moved, ha 
had, or committed, or hereafter to be done, moved, had, or committed ; and of 
fingular debts, actions the caſe, droit, account, covenant, detaining of charters, 

ing and detaining of cattle and chattels, 
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form as in any other court of record, in any other city; or tomn incotporate, within this 
ver kingdom of England are uſed and accuſtomed + And | 
afareſaid, for the time * may and ſhall have power and authority, from time to time, in full 
court aforeſaid, to name, , 

aftornies, and attend in the faid court 
mall be required, as to the ſaid mayor and recorder of the ſaid 

ſeem PFC 


dom of England is uſed and accuſtomed. And that the faid attornies for the time being, 
other officers and minifters executing any office or ſervice within the - ſaid of 
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their duties and offices, as they anciently have had and received, or of right ought to have and 
ceive, And further, we will, and by theſe nts for ou our heirs and fuccefſors, 
rant to the faid mayor, aldermen, and b of the h aforeſaid, and their fucceſſort, 
ſhall and may have forever within the ſaid burgh, the li and precin&s thereof, a 
or gaol, for the ſafe cuſtody of all and fingular the priſoners attached, or to be attached, 
committed to the ſame — — for any manner of cauſe, which within the ſaid 
the liberties and „may be inquired of, preſented, puniſhed, or determi 
to remain until they, in a lawful manner, are delivered. And that the mayor of the ſaid 
for the time being, may and ſhall be keeper of the ſaid gagk.” And moreover, of our fi 
| n=" 2x90" and out of our certain knowledge and mere motion, we, for ourſelves, our hei 
lors, do, by theſe preſents, grant to the faid mayor, aldermen, — of 
aſoreſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that they the ſaid mayor, aldennen, and and their 
tors, from henceforth forever, may have, enjoy, and recieve, to the proper uſe and behaif o 
faid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, and their ſucceſſors, all and all manner of fines, 
amerciaments, forfeitures, and profits in the ſaid court, before the faid mayor, or his ſuffici 
puty, and fenior alderman, and recorder of the ſaid burgh, or his ſufficient deputy, or 
them as aforeſaid, or before our juſtices, or thoſe of our heirs and ſucceſſors, . | 
within the faid burgh, coming, falling-out, arifing, happening; or being forfeited : 
at it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the ſaid 22 alderman, and — of the bur 
aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, from time to time, and by their proper ſervants, to levy and 
le& the ſaid fines, iſſues, amerciaments, forfeitures, and profits, according to the laws and cuſtoms 
of our kingdom of England, and the fame to have and enjoy to the proper uſe and behalf of the 
ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, and their ſucceſſors ; rendering thereout to us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, yearly, of and for all and fingular the ſaid fines, iſſues, amerciaments, forfeitures, and 
profits, the ancient farm or rent of thirteen pounds fix ſhillings and eight-pence, of lawful 
of England, to be paid into the hands of our bailiffs of the premiſes for the time being, at the 
of St. Michael the archangel, and Eaſter, by even and equal portions, to be yearly — paid, 
as the ſame has been anciently accuſtomed. We have alſo granted, and by theſe ts for our- 
ſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and bur of the burgh 
2 id, and their ſucceflors, for the time being, that they and their ſuccefſors, from henceforth 
forever, — and ſhall have, to their own proper uſe and behalf, all and all manner of goods and 
chattels, waived, deodands, the goods and chattels of felons and fugitives, felo's de ſe, out-lawed- . 
dot to beout-lawed, waived or to be waived, condemned, or to be condemned, ; or to be 
judged, attainted or to be attainted, convicted or to be convicted, fugitives, and under out · law for 
telony, from time to time ariſing, ha ing, or coming, of all and fingular the elles and in- 
habitants of the aforeſaid, the liberties and precinRs thereof. And ff „ we will, 
and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, 
and es of the burgh aforeſaid, and their fucceſſors, that the mayor of the faid burgh for the 
time being, and his ſucceſſors, may and ſhall have full and power to preſs and to take 
the muſter of our liege ſubjects within the ſaid burgh, and the limits and precincts of the ſame, 
in ſome convenient place thereof, when and as often as he or they ſhall think ſo to do; 
and to chaſtiſe and puniſh thoſe who ſhall refuſe to obey the lawful commands of the faid * 
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iſſues or amerciaments, by —— to us or our heirs, upon 
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of the ſaid burgh for the time being, by impriſonment of their bodies according to his diſcretion ; 


and that no lieutenant or commiſſioner of us, aur heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſigned or to be to 


| = or take muſter in the faid county of Worceſter, ſhall preſs or muſter. any men ing or 
n 


habiting within the ſaid burgh, and the limits and precinRs thereof, nor {hall enter the ſaid 
burgh, or the limits and precincts thereof, to do or execute any thing relating anyway to their 
offices, unleſs with the aſſent and conſent of the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being. And 


- moreover, of our further favour, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, we will, od by 


theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the faid mayor, aldermen 

burgetles of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and 

burgeſſes, and their ſuccefſors, ſhall not be conſtrained or compelled out of the ſaid burgh, 2 
tho 


% 


means, to come before us, our heirs or ſucceſsbrs, or juſtices of the common „ Or 


our heirs or ſucceſors, or the juſtices of us or our heirs aſſigned to take the and for gaol 


delivery, or the juſtices of us or of our heirs, aſſigned to hear and determine divers felonies, treſ- 


paſses, and evil behaviours, or our juſtices of ni prizs; or thoſe of our heirs, or the juſtices of us 
or our heirs aſſi to ſurvey walls, ditches, gutters, ſewers, bridges, or pools, or an 1 
hn tes Apes, 


commiſſioners of us or of our heirs, or the ſheriffs, eſtreators, coroners, or other 

ters of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or the ſtewards and marſhal, or clerk of the market or houſhold 

of us or our heirs ;. neither ſhall they, or either of them, be put or impanelled for juries, or other 

inqueſts, in any aſſiaes within the ſaid burgh ; neither {hal {Ys or either of them, forfeit any 
t occaſion; but ſhall forever be 


uitted therefrom, unleſs they, or any or either of them, ſhall have lands and tenements out of 


| the ſaid burgh, and the liberties and precin&s of the ſame, for which they ought to be charged. 


' liſhed, for the 


And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the 
faid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſses of the burgh aforelaid, and their ſucceſsors, that Thomas 
Chaloner, knt. David. Fowles, knt. William Fleetwood, knt. and Adam Newton, eſq. during their na- 
tural lives, and alſo the mayor and recorder of the faid burgh for the time being, and alſo four of 
the aldermen of the ſaid — 1 for the time being, to be aſſigned, named, and elected by the ſaid 
mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſses of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſsors, ot by the ma- 
jor part of them, of whom the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will ſhall be one, 


Thich ſaid aldermen of the ſaid burgh, and Pe them, may and ſhall, forever, be keepers 
r 


and juſtices of us, our heirs and ſucceſsors, 


keeping and preſerving, and for cauſing to be 
ſerved and kept, the peace of us, and of — . — 


within the ſaid burgh, and 


* limits and incts f, and alſo for the or whe and cauſing to be kept the ſtatutes and 


ordinances of Winchefter, Northampton, and Weſtminſter, made for the keeping of the ſaid peace, 


and for keeping the ordinances there and elſewhere made concerning hunters, workmen, labourers, 


artificers, ſervants, hoſts, beg and vagabonds, and thoſe who call themlelves travelling men; 
and likewiſe for the keeping the ſtatutes and ordinances made in the firſt and ſecond years of the 
reign of our late ceſsor, Henry the fourth, king of England; and alſo for the keeping of the 
ſtatute of king Henry the fifth, made in the parliament held at Meſtminſler, in the third year of 
his reign, concerning the waſhing, clipping, and filing of the money of our kingdom, and for the 
keeping and cauſing to be kept, all ordinances and ſtatutes, made, or to be made and pub- 
a> Be prrnipn_mak and of our heirs and ſucceisors, and for the quiet regimen and 
government of our people, and of our heirs and ſucceſsors, in all and ſingular articles whatſoever, 
within the ſaid burgh of Eveſham, and the limits and precinéts thereof, according to the powers, 
form, and effect thereof, and for the corre&ion and puniſhment of all thoſe who ſhall be found 
delinquents againſt the form of the ſaid urdinances ſtatutes, in the manner therein preſcribed ; 
and for cauſing all thoſe who threaten any of our r the hurt of their bodies, or burning 
of their houles, to come before them, or ſome of „ to find ſufficient ſureties for the 
and their behaviour towards us, and the people of us, our heirs and ſucceſsors; and if they 
ſhall refuſe to find ſuch ſureties, then to commit them to priſon in our ſaid burgh, to be ſafel 
kept ſo long, and until ſhall find ſuch ſureties as aforelaid. Moreover we will, and b 
ſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſsors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and el- 
of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſsors forever, that the ſaid Looney (heme, Door Page, 
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William Fleetwood, and Adam Newton, 
and aldertnen of the faid burgh, ſor the time being, ſo as aforeſaid to be choſen and nomi- 
nated to the office of juſtice of the peace for the time being, or any three of them, of whom the 
mayor and recorder for the time being we will#hall be two, from this time forth forever, may be 
— of us, our heirs and ſueceſſors, to inquite by che oath of honeſt and lawful men of the ſaid 
gh, by whom the truth of the matter may be better known, of all and all manner of felonies, 
inchantments, incantations, arts, magie, treſpaſſes,  foreſtallings, regratenings, ingroſſings, and 
exactions within the ſaid burgh, and the limits arid precin&s of the ſame, by whomſoever, and 
after whatſoever manner, done and committed, and which may therefrom henceforth happen to 
be done; and alfo of all and ſingular other” malefactions and offences, of which our juſtices of the 
peace may lawfully inquire within the fad burgh, and the limits and liberties of the ſame, in 
whatſoever manner done or committed, or which may there henceforth ha to be done or at- 
tempted. Arid alſo all thoſe who againſt our peace, and to the diſturbance of our „ ſhall go 
or ride, or hereafter ſhall preſume to go or ride, in aſſemblies, with armed force. And alſo all 
fuch as lie in wait to-maim or kill our people, as effectually as by any of the keepers 
of the peace of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, aſſigned and to be ed to inquire of fuch 
treſpaſſes, and malefaRions, in any county of Our kingdom of England, by virtue of 
nances and ſtatutes aforeſaid, or of any others before this time made, or hereafter to be made, 
cording to the force and effect of our letters patent, to them for that — or to be 
ought and is uſed to be inquired into and time to time to hear and determine all and 
lar the iſes, and all other things whatſoever, \attempted or committed, or hereafter to 
tempted or commited within the faid burgh, and the limits and precinRs of the ſame, as 
ſaid keepers of the peace of us, our heirs and” ſucceſſors, aſſigned and to be aſſigned to 
determine ſuch felonies, treſpaſses, and malefactions, in any county of our ſaid kingd 
land may or ought, by virtue of the aforeſaid ordinances and ſtatutes, to be diſculled 
mined according to the laws and cuſtoms of our kingdom of England, and the form of 
nances and ſtatutes aforeſaid, without any commiſſion or letters of us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
that purpoſe to them to be granted. And further, we will, and of our ſpecial favour, and out 
our certain knowledge and mere motion, for ourſelves, our heirs and ſuccetfors, do grant to 
faid mayor, aldermen and bu of the burgh aforefaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the ma 
and recorder of the ſaid burgh for the time being, and the ſaid four aldermen, ſo as a i 
from time to time elected and nominated to the office of juſtice of the peace, or any three of them, 
of whom the mayor and recorder of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will be two, 
from henceforth forever juſtices of us, our heirs and fucceſsors, from time to time to deliver 
gaol of the ſaid burgh of the priſoners now therein, or to the ſame gaol from henceforth, for 
cauſes ſoever, to be commit And that the coroner of the faid burgh for the time bei 
from time to time make return of all juries, inqueſts, depoſitions, pannels, attachments, 
dentures, by them or either of them taken or to be taken, to the mayor, recorder, and 
four aldermen, ſo as aforeſaid to be choſen and named into the office of juſtice of peace withi 
the faid burgh, from time to time, or any three or more of them, of whom the ma 
corder of the burgh aforeſaid for the time being we will ſhall be two, when and as often 
ſhall be minded to deliver the ſaid gaol of the priſoners therein being; and that they a 
in all things touching the delivery of the faid gaol, and execute the command of the ſaid j 
for the time being, and every of them, from-time to time, in the ſame mariner and form as 
ſheriff of our kingdom of England, before the juſtices of you delivery, of us, our heirs 
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ſors, in any county of our kingdom of England uſed to „attend, and execute the ſame, 
by the laws of this our kingdom. And that the {aid mayor, aldermen and burgeſſes of the burgh 
aid, and their ſucceſsors, and , ſhall have, and may erect a from henceforth 


i 
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within the ſaid burgh, or the liberties of the fame, for the hanging of felons, murderers, 
malefactors within the ſaid burgh condemned, or to be condemned thereto, according to 
of this our kingdom of England. And that the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the 
| aforeſaid, and their ſucceſsors, may by themſelves, or their officers or deputies conſtituted i 
ſaid ; appredend and ei all felons, thieves, and ther maleaAorswhatloevr, within 
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theſe preſents for . ourſelves, our heirs and ſucrefſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and 
burgelſes of the burgh aforeſaid,. and their ſucceſſors, that the ſerjeants at mace in the faid 
to be deputed, ſhall. carry or bear gold or ſilver maces, graven and adorned with the arms of 
princes and heirs a t of the kingdom of England, before the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the 
time being, in a ces within the ſaid burgh, and the liberties and in&s thereof. And 
further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſuc do grant to the ſaid 
mayor, aldermen, ard burgeſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that they may have, 
hold, and enjoy, and may have power to have, hold, and enjoy, within the ſaid burgh of Eveſham 
a view of frank pledge of all and ſingular the inhabitants reſiants within the ſaid burgh, a 
the limits, precincts, and juriſdictions thereof, and all things which belong, or may or ought to 
belong or appertain to a view of frank pledge, to be holden twice a year, viz. one within a month 
of Eaſter, and the other within a month of St. Michael, in 2 to be holden beſore the 
mayor and recorder of the ſaid burgh, or their ſufficient deputics for the time being, and to do all 
things whatſoever which belong to the view of the frank pledge, in the-ſame, and as ample a man- 
ner and form as heretofore has been lawfully or by right and accuſtomed within the ſaid 
burgh. And further, for ourſelves, our heirs. and ſucceſſors, we do grant to the ſaid mayor, al- 
dermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that not any of them, nor an 
of the inhabitants and reſiants within the ſaid burgh, and the limits and precin&s thereof, ſhall 
be made and aſſigned — any aſſeſſor, or collector of any cuſtoms, taxes, tolls, ſubſidies, 
tenths, fifteenths, or any other ſums of money- whatſoever, ted or to be granted, to us, our 
heirs or ſucceſſors, unleſs only within the ſaid burgh, and the limits and precin&ts thereof; willing 
alſo, and granting by theſe preſents, to the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes aforeſaid, that they, 
and all the inhabitants and reſiants within the ſaid burgh, and the liberties and precin&s of 
the ſame, or either of them, ſhall not by any means be taxed or aſſeſſed for ſuch cuſtoms, taxes, 

tollage, ſubſidies, tenths, fifteenths, or ſums of money whatſoever, to us, our heirs or ſucceſ- 
_ fors to be granted, by any other perſon or perſons than the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the 
faid burgh. And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
do grant to the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
that the mayor, aldermen, and capital — of the ſaid burgh, or the major part of them, of 
whom the mayor of the ſaid burgh for the time being we will ſhall be one, may and ſhall have 
full power and authority, from time to time, as often as to them ſhall ſeem ; reaſonably 
to tax and aſſeſs all thoſe who now or hereafter, at any time, ſhall be inhabitants, reſiants, and 
dwellers within the ſaid burgh, and the limits and precin&s thereof, in any ſums of money by 
them to be paid and anſwered ſor, towards the needful and neceſſary charges, | coſts, and expences 
of the ſaid burgh, and the liberties and precincts thereof, and for all matters and things touching, 
or in anywiſe concerning the ſaid. burgh ; and to levy and receive, from time to time, of and from 
all inhabitants and dwellers whatſoever within the ſaid burgh, and the liberties and precinets there- 
of, all ſums of money by them ſo as aforeſaid to be taxed or aſſeſſed, to the uſe of the: {aid- burgh, 
according to the law and cuſtom of our kingdom of England, and as in any uther burgh, ys 
or town incorporate within this kingdom of England, has been uſed and accuſtomed: and theſe 
our letters patent, or copies thereok, ſhall be from time to time a ſufficient warrant and indemnity 
to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, in this behalf. And moreover, we, of our fuxther 
ſpecial favour, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, deſiring to provide for the ſaſety, 
— and government of orphans and infants, which hereaiter ſhall happen ot be within the 
burgh of Eveſham atoreſaid, and that their goods and chatte ls, from henceforth forever, __ from 
time to time, aun the minority of ſuch orphans and infants, be well, faithfully, and juſtly kept 
and preſerved, for the uſe, profit, and advantage of the ſaid orphans, during their nonage, for their 
greater prone and convenience: we will, and by theſe „for ourſelves, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, do grant to the ſaid mayor, aldermen and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſ- 
ſors, that the mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh for the time being, may and 
' ſhall have, from henceforth forever, the cuſtody and government ot all orphans of burgeſſes what- 
Toever, within the ſaid burgh, and the liberty and precin&s thereof, and that may and ſhall 


have power and authority to receive, levy, and and keep and cauſe to be kept, in the 
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chamber of the ſaid burgh for the time being, by the chamberlain of the ſaid burgh for the time 
being, all goods and chattels, debts and legacies whatſoever, within the ſaid h, and the liber- 
ties and precincts thereof, being found of all orphans of any burgeſs or of the burgh 
aforeſaid, hereafter happening to die, and the faid goods and chattels, debts and legacies, to place 
out and employ to the beſt uſe, benefit, profit, and advantage of the ſaid and that t 
ſhall be chargeable to the ſaid orphans with the ſaid and chattels, debts and legacies ; 
the ſame and chattels, debts and legacies, t with the increaſe and profit thereof, at 
ſuch an age, and in the fame manner form, in all things, ſhall pay and deliver, or cauſe to 
be paid and delivered, to the ſaid orphans, as in our city of on now is, or has been anciently 
uſed and accuſtomed ; and that they may have all fuch actions and remedies for the withdrawing 
—— away any orphan happening to be within the ſaid burgh, and for the recovery of their 
goods and chattels, debts and legacies, and do all ſuch and ſuch like offices, for the better govern- 
ment and preſervation of ſuch orphans, and their goods and chattels, debts and legacies, as in the 
city of London have heretofore been and ought to be uſed ;- and that they may do and perform all/ 
fingular other things, touching ſuch orphans, and their goods and chattels aforeſaid, as hereto- 
fore hath been uſed to be done in the faid city of London, and not otherwiſe, or in any other man- 
ner: all and ſingular which things we will; by theſe preſents, ſhall be inviolably ed, And 
further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, and their ſuccellors, that the mayor, en, and capi · 
tal burgeſſes of the faid burgh for the time being, or the greater part of them, of whom the mayor 
for the time being we will ſhall be one, may and ſhall have full power and authority, from time to 
time, to chuſe, nominate, aſſign, and conſtitute ſuch and ſo many perſons, inhabiting and refiding 
as well without the {aid burgh, as within the ſaid burgh, the limits and incts thereof, to be 


burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, as to the ſaid mayor, a „ and capital _—_— or the greater 
part of them, ſhall ſeem moſt conducive to the public good and. advantage of the faid burgh, in 
the ſame manner and form, and under the ſame oath, to be taken by every-of the ſaid 
burgeſſes ſo to be choſen and aſſigned, as the b of the ſaid burgh of -Eveſham,. within the 


ſame, uſed formerly to take: and that ſuch. burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, and of them, from 
henceforth forever, may fully and peaceably have, obtain, poſſeſs, and enjoy all the liberties, pri- 
vileges, franchiſes, and immunities, hertofore by us, or by any of our predeceſſors, kings or queens 
of England, granted to the bailiffs, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh of Eveſham, by that 
or any other name or names whatſoever heretofore incorporated. And » of our ſpecial grace, 
and certain knowledge and mere motion, we have given and ted, and by theſe preſents for 
ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant to the ſai _— aldermen, and burgeſſes 
of the burgh aforeſaid, and their — full power, authority and juriſdiction, that the mayor 
of the ſaid burgh for the time being, may have power to — within the ſaid burgh, and the 
liberties and preciucts thereof, from henceforth forever, puniſhments and corrections upon all and 
fingular drunkards, and all harlots, whores, bawds, and all other wicked and incontinent perſons 
whatſoever ; and alſo all and ſingular thoſe who diſhoneſtly and maliciouſly, upon any occaſion, 
converſe together, or wickedly quarrel ; and alſo all ſuch as are called ſcolds, and other delinquents 
inhabiting or dwelling within the ſaid burgh, or the liberties thereof, as well by verdict and 
preſentment of twelve honeſt and lawful men of the ſaid burgh for the time being, as by any 
other ways and means, which to the ſaid mayor for the time being (hall ſeem moſt expedient. And 
further, of our ſpecial favour, and out of our certain knowledge and mere motion, we have granted, 
and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant ſpecial licence, free 
leave, and lawful power and authority, to the ſaid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh 
aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, to have, receive, and purchaſe, to them and their ſucceſſors forever, 
meſſuages, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, paſtures, woods, underwoods, rectories, tithes, 
rents, reverſions, and other hereditaments whatſoever, within our kingdom of England, or elſe- 
where in our dominions, as well of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as of any other perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, which are not held of us, our heirs or ſucoeſſors, immediately, in capite, or by kaight's 
ſervice, ſv as ſuch meſſuages, lands, tenements, meadows: feedings, paſtures, woods, underwouds, 

rectories, tithes, rents, reverſions, ſervices, and other hereditaments ſo by them to be had, taken, 


or 


axdinance,) or provi before that time made, ordained, or provided, or any other a&, caule, 
or matter oever to the contrary thereof in anywiſe, notwi 
— ſucceſſors, do to all a 


mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the 
tenements, meadows, paſtures, woods, underwoods, rectories, ö 
——— —äö ot immediately held of ua, our heirs or fucceſ- 
ors, in capite, or otherwiſe by knight's ſervice, fo as the ſaid meſsuages, lands, tenements, mea- 
dows, paſtures, i rectories, tithes, rents, reverſions, ſervices, and 
7 the Gid ma —— —— 8 
mayor, a t | 
ceed in the whole clear value the ſum of fort — —— h-) ron 
ue/ whom ye 10h api pos dryer naman — Ty qe rr og vers 
heretofare had, made, done, ordained, or ided to the contrary thereof in anywiſe, notwith- 
Landing.) And further, we will, and by theſe preſents tor ourſelves, our heirs and {ucceſons 
Ve, -grant, confirm, ratif y. a ta id ma , aldermen, urgeſses 
gt — — Fand all neee of bheries, franchiſes, an re 
emptions, privileges, di , juriſditions, lands, tenements, wa commons, and heredi 
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36 APPENDIX! TO” THE HISsTORT or 
whatſoever, wich all Weit liberties, members, and appurtenances, in our-county of Worceſter, 


heretofore belonging or appertaining to the late monaſtery of Eveſham, and —_— parcel 
of the poſeſſions thereof, we have made, ordained, and conſtituted the ſaid - George | Hawkins, 
ſteward and keeper of the courts leet, liberties of frank pledge, of the lords of the manors, tene- 
ments, and the reſt of the premiſes in our ſaid letters patent ſpecified,” and to exerciſe,” hold, exe- 
cute, and perform all things in anywiſe touching or concerning the ſaid office of ſteward,” which 
of right by us or our officers ought and uſed io be holden, —1 kept of and in the ſaid premiſes, 
(faving always to ourſelves all amerciaments, fines, and other profits in the ſaid courts leet, views 


of frank pledge, and premiſes, from time to time coming, —— , and ariſing, and to us due 
a 


- Ing, or appertaining, in as ample: manner and form as the ſaid George Hawkins, or any other 
- perſon or heretofore having, exerciſing, or occupying the ſaid Mee, ever had, perceived, 
or enj or ought to have, perceive, or enjoy, in or for the exerciſe or performance of the 


ourſelves, our beirs and ſucceſsors, do aſſign, name, and conſtitute the ma —— 
5els Keighley, Pha 
and offices 


6 ioined) 0d Denper of thiy tones loch of frank pledge, of all and ſi our manors, 
lands, tenements, poſseſſions, and hereditaments whatſoever, with all their rights, members, li- 
berties, and appurtenances whatſoever, in the ſaid county of Worceſter, heretofore belonging or 
appertaining to the late monaſtery of Eveſtam, in the ſaid county, and being formerly of 
the poſseſſions thereof: and we do by theſe preſents make, ordain, and conſtitute the mayor of the 
ſaid burgh for the time being, fer and during the natural lives of the faid Keightey, — 
Harrit, the younger, and Theophilus Bayley, and the longeſt liver of them, rd and keeper 
. the courts leet and views of frank pledge of —— and to exerciſe, do, hold, execute, and 
perform all things to the ſaid office anywiſe ing or concerning, which of right, by us or our 
Ter, uſed to be beld and kept in the fd premile nope Mgr ves all amercia- 
ments, fines, iſsues, — — the — eet, — — — . — 
time coming, ing, ariſing, or happening, to us due or belonging, to have, , enjoy, 
and i 4 Lad Se of — LY all i me ' 
being, as well by himſelf, as by his ſufficient deputy or deputies, during the natural lives of the 
faid John Keighley, Philip Harris, the younger, and. Theophilus Bayley, and the life of the longeſt 
liver of them, together with all other wages, fees, allowances, liveries, diet, commodities, 
advantages, authorities, liberties, places, and preheminencies whatſoever, to the ſaid office of right 
due, accuſtomed, belonging, -or a ini —————˙*r—— e 
Hawhins, gent. or any other — or having, exerciſing, or occupying 
faid office, ever had, perceived, or enjoyed, or ought to have, perceive, or enjoy, for the exerciſe 
and performance of the offices of ſteward and keeper of the courts. leet and view of 
aforeſaid. © And further, for the better education of boys and youth within the ſaid burgh, 2 
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the liberties and precin&s thereof, forever, to be educated and inſtructed in good arts, learning, 
virtue, and literature; of our ſpecial favour, and of our certain knowledge and mere motion, we 
have willed, granted, and ordained, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
do will, grant, and ordain, that from henceforth forever, there be and {hall be within the ſaid 
 burgh, and the liberties and precin&s thereof, one grammar ſchool, which ſhall be called the free 
mmar ſchool of prince Henry in Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter ; and we ordain, make, 
nd, and eſtabliſh it, by theſe preſents, by the name of the free grammar ſchool of prince H 
i Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter: and that the ſaid ſchool may be or conſiſt of one mal- 
ter, and one under-maſter or uſher, and ſcholars in the fame, to be taught and inſtructed accord- 
ing to the ordinance and conſtitutions hereafter in theſe | ago — and declared. And that 
our ſaid intention may have the better effect, and that manors, meſſuages, lands, tenements, 
rents, reverſions, revenues, hereditaments, goods and chattels, and other profits, granted, aſſigned, 
and appointed for the maintenance of the free grammar ſchool aforeſaid, may be the better ma- 
naged, and for the continuance of the ſaid ſc „we will, grant and ordain, that the mayor and 
the reſt of the common council of the ſaid burgh, and their ſucceſſors, from henceforth forever, 
ſhall be called governors of the goods, poſſeſſions, and revenues of the free grammar ſchool of 
prince Henry in Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter. And further, of our ſpecial grace, and of 
our certain knowledge and mere motion, we will, ordain, and confirm, by theſe preſents, for 
ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſsors, that the ſaid mayor of the ſaid burgh of Eveſham, for the time 
being, and the reſt of the common council of the ſaid burgh, from henceforth forever, may and 
ſhall be one body corporate and politic, of themſelves, in redlity, deed, and neous by the name 
of the governors of the goods, poſſeſſions, and revenues of the free grammar ſchool of prince 
Henry in Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter : and we, for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſsors, 
do incorporate, ere&, create, in, make, and confirm them and their ſucceſſors, into one body 
corporate, and politic, really and abſolutely, by theſe preſents; and that by the faid name of 
—— the goods, polſeſſions, and revenues of the free grammar ſchool of prince Henry in 
eam, in the county of Worceſter, they may perpetually, in all future times, be known, 
called, or named, and have a perpetual ſucceſſion. And further, we will and ordain, and by theſe 
preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſsors, do graut to the faid governors and their ſucceſ- 
ors, that —.— their ſucceſsors, from henceforth forever, may have a common ſeal for their 
buſineſs touching the free grammar ſchool aforeſaid, according to the tenor and true meaning of 
theſe our letters patent; | and, that it ſhall and may be lawful for them and their ſucceſſors, from 
time to time, at their pleaſure, the faid ſeal to break, amend, and make anew, as to them ſhall 
ſeem beſt to be done: and that they and their ſucceſſors, by the name of governors of the goods, 
——— and revenues of the free grammar ſchool of prince Henry in Eveſham, in the county of 
Worceſter, be and {hall be for ever, in all future times, fit able perſons, and capable by law to 
have, purchaſe, receive, and poſſeſs, to themſelves aud their ſucceſſors, goods and chattels, and 
alſo manors, meſsuages, lands, tenements, meadows, feedings, paſtures, rents, reverſions, ſervices, 
reRories, tithes, and other ns and hereditaments whatſoever, for the ſupport and mainte- 
nance of the ſaid grammar ichool, as well from us, our heirs and ſucceſsors, as from any other 
or perſons whatſoever: and that the {aid governors and their ſucceſſors, by the name of 
ide governors of the goods, poſſeſſions, and revenues of the free ſchool o proves H. 
in Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter, may plead and be imp , defend and be de 
anſwer and be anſwered, in all and ſingular cauſes, plaints, actions, ſuits, and demands whatſo- 
ever; of what kind, nature or ſpecies ſoever, in any places or courts whatſoever, of us, our heirs 
or f. , aud before whatſoever judges or juſtices. of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or any of 
them, within our kingdom of England; and by the name aforeſaid to do and perform all and 
-fingular other deeds and matters, as any other our liege ſubjects of our kingdom of England, 
being perſons fit and capable by law to do, and may do in the ſaid places and courts, and before the 
| Judges and juſtices aforeſaid. And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, do give and grant licence, power, and authority to the ſaid governors and 
their ſucceſſors, to chuſe, nominate and appoint, and that they may chuſe and ap t. one honeſt 
man, learned and fearing God, to be | of the free grammar ſchool kae d, and one cer 
we 3 £5 
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diſcreet and fit man to be under-maſter, or uſher of the faid ſchool, which faid maſter and under - 
maſter, fo as aforeſaid choſen, named, and appointed, ſhall be and continue, and each of them 
ſhall be and continue in the offices aforefaid, during the pleaſure of the {aid governors and their 
ſucceſſors for the time being; and that as often as it happens that any maſter or under-maſter of 
the free grammar ſchool id, ſhall die or be removed from his office or place aforeſaid, that 
then and fo often it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the faid governors and their ſucceſſors, to 
ele, nominate, and prefer one other honeſt and learned man, fearing God, into the place 
ſuch maſter ſo dead or removed from his office or place aforeſaid ; and alfo one other honeſt and 
fit man into the place of fuch under-maſter ſo happening to die or be di ; and that every 
maſter or under-maſter, ſo as aforeſaid choſen, named, and preferred, ſhall be and continue in the 
office or place of maſter or uſher of the faid ſchool, during the pleaſure of the ſaid governors of the 


8 

in the county of Worceſter, for the time being, and their ſucceſſors, _ and may bave power to 
make fit and wholeſome ſtatutes and ordinances in writing, touching a | 
tion, puniſhment, government, expulſion, removal, and direction of the faid free grammar ſchool, 
the maſter and under-maſter of the ſame, and the ſcholars in the faid ſchool being, touching and 


concerning the ordering, ment, leaſing, placing, diſpoling, recovery, defence, and 
vation of the manors, uages, lands, tenements, s, hereditaments, and chattels, 
to be given, granted, or aſſigned for the maintenance of the free r { aforeſaid, which 


aid ſtatutes and ordinances fo to be made, we will and ordain, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, do enjoin and command, ſhall from time to time be inviolably obſerved : 
provided nevertheleſs, that the faid ſtatutes and ordinances ſo as aforeſaid to be made, or either of 
them, be not r nt or contrary to the laws, ftatutes, ri or cuſtoms of this our kingdom 
of England. And of our ſpecial grace, and of our certain ge and mere motion, we have 
further given and granted, and by theſe preſents for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give 
and grant to the faid governors of the faid goods, poſſeſſions, and revenues of the faid free — 
mar {chool of prince Henry in Eveſham, in the county of Worceſter, and their ſucceſſors, ſpecial 
licence, and free licence, power, and authority, to have, purchaſe, receive, and poſſeſs, to them 
and their ſucceſſors forever, to the perpetual ſupport and maintenance of the free grammar ſchool 
aſoreſaid, manors, meſſuages, lands, tenements, paſtures, feedings, woods, underwoods, rectories, 
rents, reverſions, and ſervices, and other hereditaments whatſoever, within our kingdom of Eng- 
land, or elſewhere in our dominions, as well of us, our heirs or fucceſſors, as of any other perſon 
or —— whatſoever, which are not held from us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, immediately, in capite, 
or by knight's fervice, ſo as that the ſaid manors, meſſuages, lands, tenements, meadows, 
— . — 
ments, in » do not I ue es a 
reprizes,: (the ſtatutes of lands and woven wr — or any other ſtatute, act, —— 
or proviſion to the contrary thereof had, made, or provided, or any other thing, cauſe; or matter 
whatſoever, in anywiſe, notwithſtanding.) And alſo we give and grant, for ourſelves, our heirs 
and ſuccefsors,; by theſe preſents, to every of our ſubje&s, and of our heirs and fuccefſors whatſo- 
ever, ſpecial licence, and free licence, power and authority, that they, or any or either of them, 
may give, grant, fell, bequeath, or alien, manars, meſfuages, lands, tenements, meadows, paſ- 
tures, feedings, woods, underwoods, rectories, tithes, rents, reverſions, ſervices, and other here- 
ditaments whatſoever, which are not held of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, immediately, in capite, or 
otherwiſe by knight's fervice, to the ſaid . — goods, poſſeſſions, and revenues of the ſaid 
tee grammar ſchool of prince Henry in Eveſhanr; in the county of Worceſter, and their ſucceſſors, 
fo that the ſaid manors, meſſuages, tenements, paſtures, feedings, woods, underwoods, recto- 
ries, tithes, rents, reverſions, fervices, and hereditaments, fo as afarefaid to be given, — be- 
queathed, and to the faid . ——— ——ů—ů — 
exceed in the whole the clear yearly value of forty pounds, beyond all charges Gang 
ſtatutes of lands and tenements in mortmain, or other ſtatute, act, ordinance, or provi 
hertoſore had, made, done, ordered, or provided, or any other thing, cauſe, or matter — 
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| anywiſe notwithſtanding.) And further, of our ſpecial favour, and of our certain knowledge and 
mere motion, we have given, granted, and confirmed, and for ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, I 
theſe preſents, do give, grant, and confirm to the faid mayor and burgeſſes of the h a Ys 
and their ſucceſsors, for and towards the maintenance of the maſter of the ſchool aforeſaid, for the 
time being, a certain annuity of ten pounds, by the year, heretofore by us, and divers of our pre- 
deceſſors and anceſtors, allowed and paid to the maſter ef the ſaid ſeh60], as appears to us from ſe- 
veral records and memorandums remaining in our court of exchequer, to have, receive, and 
ceive the ſaid annuity to the ſaid mayor, men, and burgeſses of the burgh aforeſaid, and thei 
ſucceſſors, to the uſe aforeſaid, by the hands of aur receiver in our county of Worceſter, at the 
feaſts of the annunciatiou of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and of St. Michael my - by equal 
portions, to be paid yearly forever ; and theſe our letters patent, or copies thereof, be from 
time to time, as well to the faid receiver for the time being, as to all other ourofficers and miniſters 
whatſoever, a ſufficient warrant and diſcharge for the allowance and payment thereof, in this be- 
half, And we alſo will, and by theſe preſents for-ourſelves, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to 
the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that theſe our 
letters patent, and all and ſingular the things therein contained, ſhall ſtand, remain, and be firm, 
ſufficient, and effectual in the law: and that all things in theſe preſents expreſſed and ſpecified 
ſhall, as well as to expreſhon as intention, . beneficially, favourably, and graciouſly be conſtrued, 
ed, and declared, to the advantage and beneſit of the faid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes 
of the b b aforeldic pad. theis en me tenants wane heb Boas, an omiſ- 
ſion or default in the ſame, to the contrary thereof in anywile, notwithſtanding. We aſſo will, 
and by theſe preſents, do grant to the faid mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the —_— aforeſaid, 
and their ſucceſſors, that they may and ſhall have theſe letters patent, duly made and ſigned under 
our great ſeal of England, without fine or fee great or ſmall, to us in our hanaper or elſewh&e, 
to our uſe, by any means, to be rendered, or has for the fame ; and that expreſs niention 
of the true yearly value, or of any other value or certainty of the premiſes, ot any part of them, 
or of any other gifts or grants, by, us ar by any of our anceſtors. and progenitors, to the. faid 
mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the burgh aforeſaid, heretofore made, may not be taken, (any 
ſtatute, act, ordinance, -proviſion, proclamation, or reſtriction to the contrary thereof, heretofore 
had, made, ordained, or provided, or any other thing, cauſe, or matter, in anywiſe notwith« 
— 1 witneſs — 1 2 * cauſed — our 2 to be made patent. tg our- 
ſelves at Weſtminſter, t ud day of April, in the third our reign over England, France, 
and bet ay; over Scotland the thirty-eighth. * 3 * | 


: 


. THE END. 


+ 


7? Page 332, line 16, for Edward Seymore, Eſq, reed Henry Seymore, Eq, 
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